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It’s the Summer issue, although the weather we’ve been 
having hasn’t necessarily given us the best conditions for 
outdoor pursuits. Nevertheless, there have been opportunities 
for our sports groups to play matches, the Badgers classic and sports car group to 
meet up, and for numerous activities for the Scouts, Rainbows, Brownies and 
Guides. You’ll see articles and photos for all of these, along with a report for the 
Church Fete. 

The purpose of the Bugbrooke Link is to provide news, information and items of 
general interest on Bugbrooke village affairs, through the media of a bi-monthly 
magazine and an internet website. Please help us to continue with your regular 
articles, one-off submissions, ideas for changes and improvements, financial support 
through advertising or direct involvement by joining us on the committee. 

Finally, how quickly can you find out what is unusual about this paragraph? It 
looks so ordinary that you would think nothing was wrong with it at all. In fact, nothing 
is wrong, it’s just distinctly odd. Go to work on it and try your skill. 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
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the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com.  

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
As reported in the last edition the vehicle activated speed sign (VAS) in Church Lane 
has been moved to West End. Initial reaction from residents is that it has had a 
positive effect. Perception of traffic speed in the area was much higher and it goes to 
show that the VAS is having an effect. A speed check has been carried out on Johns 
Road as concerns have been expressed by residents. In a week there were 4,300 
vehicle movements and average speed was 24 MPH. There is a perception that the 
speed is much higher perhaps due to the fact that there are many parked cars on 
that road. This area has advisory signs of 20 mph which may be helping to reduce 
the speed of vehicles. Using a grant from the Police we will be installing a further 
VAS in the village. During the month of July, the PC will be operating Speedwatch 
which is an initiative supported by the Police to identify offending speeders and 
attempt to make our village a safer place for all of us. 
 July will see a change to our PCSO who covers Bugbrooke/Nether Heyford. 
PCSO Chris Dudley will still be part of the Neighbourhood Team and his knowledge 
and behind the scenes welfare work passed on to PCSO 7155 Emma Teagles, who 
will be covering both villages having previously been the PSCO in Daventry.  
 The parish council currently has a vacancy and anybody who is interested in 
joining us, I would encourage you in the first place to contact our clerk and discuss 
what is involved or alternatively attend one of our monthly meetings and experience 
what is involved. Email: parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org for more 
information. 
 The flower boxes at the entrances to the village have been planted up and are 
cared for by volunteers, thank you. I would like to express the council’s thanks to 
Rosemary and David Harries for doing this for many years. New tiered planters are in 
place this year to replace the hanging baskets previously installed. These units are 
rented along with their maintenance. This is a trial year to judge their effectiveness 
but we hope they will be enjoyed over the summer months. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 
  

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
We’ve all heard about the poor condition of our rivers, and issues with sewage 
pollution – according to the Environment Agency, sewage spills by water companies 
in 2023 doubled compared to 2022. Swimmers and surfers are protesting that rivers 
and seas are not safe to swim in, and of course the pollution is very damaging to 
aquatic wildlife. 
 In June we tested the water quality in the Hoarestone Brook running through 
the middle of Bugbrooke. This was as part of the Great UK WaterBlitz, a citizen 
science project which provided a free kit to test for nutrient pollution (nitrates and 
phosphates), which is caused by both agricultural fertilisers and sewage effluent. 
 Our sample of brook water showed evidence of pollution by both nitrates and 
phosphates. According to the report1 issued by Earthwatch on the project, this was 
fairly typical, with 75% of sites measured showing poor water quality. 
 Nutrient pollution is a problem because it causes excessive plant and algae 
growth, and therefore reduces oxygen levels in the water. Someone told me there 
used to be trout in the brook – nutrient pollution may be one of the reasons why we 
don’t see them any more. 
 Earthwatch are planning to do another WaterBlitz in September. This is an 
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easy and effective way to add to the scientific data on water quality in this country, 
which can then be used to put pressure on the government and the water industry to 
clean up our rivers and streams. If you’d like to take part next time, you can register 
at https://earthwatch.org.uk/greatukwaterblitz/. 
 By the time you read this, it will be nearly time to mow the longer areas of 
grass around the village. It might look as if they are being cut down in their prime but 
this is the recommended approach to maintain them as ‘meadow’. We are then 
planning to rake the clippings off, provisionally on the weekend of 10/11 August if the 
weather is in our favour.  
 The next meeting of the Environmental Working Group is on Wednesday 4 
September, 7:30 at the Community Centre, and our next village litterpick will be on 
Sunday 1st September. 
 Looking slightly further ahead, we are holding another Air Ambulance 
collection day on Friday 15 November. 
 Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
1https://earthwatch.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2024/06/Great-UK-WaterBlitz-
report_June-2024_DIGITAL-SPREADS-1.pdf  
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and 
Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 
  

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
At the time of writing it is the end of June. Just as we thought it would never stop 
raining we have had a couple of weeks of glorious sunshine. Fingers crossed there 
will be lots more to come. 
 We are looking forward to visiting Floral Media in Nottinghamshire. Originally 
farmers, the owners diversified to become a wedding venue but now host special 
events for groups. As well as the beautiful gardens and wild flower meadow they 
supply cut flowers in season to the floristry trade. It should be a lovely day. 
 No meeting in August as it is a bank holiday. On September 23rd Jayne 
Edmonds and Jane Fox will entertain us with 'Flowery Friends'. There is a 
competition 'Flowers for Friends'. 
 Also in September Bugbrooke Community Centre will be the venue for the 
South Midlands Area of NAFAS Area Show which will be open to the public and will 
showcase the work of talented flower arrangers in the area. Look out for posters 
nearer the time. 
 Members and visitors will be made very welcome at our friendly club. We 
meet in Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month at 7:30pm. 
Jane Barker 
  

The Bugbrooke Bees 
It was the noise that announced their arrival. It sounded like an aircraft flying low over 
the house. I went outside, looked up and saw a cloud of insects hovering just above 
the roof. As I watched they settled on the chimney and the roar of engines ceased. 
All was quiet again. 
 They weren’t noisy lodgers. Several could be seen flying around the chimney, 
but they weren’t really bothering us and we thought they would move out as quickly 
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as they had moved in. 
 Then they started to fall down the chimney into the sitting room. After their fall 
they arrived looking stunned and staggering towards the window. They were bees, 
honey bees, identified by information on the internet. Don’t light a fire, was the 
advice, the wax might catch alight and do more damage to your building. We pick 
them up each day and put them outside. Each day there are 4 or 5 to shift. I begin to 
calculate how many might be waiting for us when we get back after a weeks holiday. 
We need some expert advice here. Don’t want to kill the bees, but don’t want them 
here either. 
 My son found Pestforce, Marc and George Vincent, 
and this father and son team were fabulous. We called them 
on Monday and immediately George was here explaining 
exactly what they needed to do. On Wednesday the 
scaffolding went up and Thursday George and Marc 
removed the hive to a more fitting location at a farm. They 
even sent us a video of the bees’ new home. 
 Moving bees is hazardous. Only a short while ago 
George had nearly died as the result of bee stings from 
African bees who were extra ferocious. I was amazed that 
George was willing to carry on in the same job. 
 Part of our chimney had to be dismantled, and the 
bees tranquillized using smoke. Smoke doesn’t drug them 
but they evidently think that their home might catch fire and 
so they eat too much honey, more than is good for them. 
This makes them heavy and lethargic and easy to transfer 
into a travelling box and away to their new home. Inevitably 
a few escaped but they weren’t dangerous. 
 It is lovely to have our sitting room to ourselves again. A builder is coming to 
rebuild the chimney and then the scaffolding will be gone. 
 If you or anyone you know has a similar problem I can recommend Marc and 
George. They were caring and careful and successfully completed the job. 
DON’T KILL HONEYBEES. Our future depends on them. 
 Contact me if you would like more information about Marc and George or 
contact them direct. 
Pat Kent 
  

Bugbrooke History Group 
Mistake, mistake. We are repeatedly told that it is easy to make a mistake and I got 
the date wrong in the last issue of the LINK. Can’t think why I said eighties when I  
should have said fifties. Anyway, we had the meeting and it was great fun. Polly 
Feeley gave a presentation about childhood in the fifties. For some the nineteen-
fifties are ancient history but there are others who were reminded of an innocent 
childhood with absolutely no idea about what was to come. We listened to recordings 
by Doris Day and others, and could feel the new sandals on our feet and the taste of 
school dinners. The old games and rhymes resurfaced reminding us of the fun we 
had without our mobile phone or the internet. When I looked round the audience 
everyone was smiling. After all the horrible news, that was lovely to see. 
 The AGM is coming up at the July meeting, and a speaker from West Haddon, 
Wendy Raybould, who has done research about their local school teachers and a 
dynasty of Tallents will give a talk. It started with her interest in a newspaper article 

The bees took only 6 
weeks to set up home at 
the top of our chimney. 

 This is their hive.'   
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written in 1839 about a school for young ladies. We are pleased that Wendy can 
come as Ruth Thomas who was going to speak in July is unable to attend as she has 
been in hospital. We wish her a speedy recovery and hope she will be able to come 
sometime later. 
 Our September meeting features our ever popular and knowledgeable 
speaker, John Perkins. He will update us on Richard III. Was he evil or 
misunderstood? 
 We are in the process of transferring all the boxes of ‘finds’ from the 
Millennium Green dig to ARC (Archaeological Resource Centre) where they will be 
safely stored and yet accessible to anyone who needs to see them. ARC is situated 
at Chester House and is collecting artefacts from villages all over the county. Phone 
to book if you would like to visit. They rely on volunteers to keep the service going, so 
if you are interested in joining them, they will be very happy. 
Pat Kent, secretary:   email frksp6@gmail.com,  tel  01604 830518 
 

Bugbrooke WI 
Our monthly meetings continue to be enjoyable and varied, with something for 
everyone. 
 The May meeting was hosted by Harpole WI members, who provided the 
delicious refreshments. The author, Julia Scott’s interesting talk on authors past and 
present included an introduction to two of her own books for young 
adults, Beth, and Beth Again. The evening continued with discussing this year’s WI 
Resolution, Dental Health Matters, and we all agreed on the need for increased 
investment in NHS dental provision. 
 On June 3rd, Suzanne Raper followed up a very informative talk on the history 
and health benefits of Line Dancing with an excellent demonstration accompanied by 
her assistant, Denise. An opportunity to participate was very successful and great 
fun. 
 We then enjoyed a talk by Chris Carter and Wendy Barton on the wonderful 
work being done by the Bugbrooke Community Lottery in supporting the people of 
Bugbrooke and good causes in the community. The Carers’ Cafe in the Community 
Cafe, Church Lane, on the first Thursday of each month, 1pm-4pm has recently 
opened, and will be much appreciated by local carers in a friendly, welcoming 
environment whilst enjoying a cuppa and cake. 
 Forthcoming Meetings: 
 August outing, TBA 
 September 2nd, Northampton Police, How To Prevent Fraud.  
 We are always pleased to welcome visitors and new members. 
 Any ladies considering joining us and would like to attend a meeting, there is a 
small charge for guests. We meet usually on the first Monday of each month at 
Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. 
 For further information please contact our president, Pat Grant, on 01604 
317398. 
Jennie Thomas 
 

Wednesday Club 
We have been pleased to welcome some new members during our spring and 
summer sessions. New members are always welcome and if needed, collection from 
your home within the village can be arranged through Ability Transport. 
 Our spring/summer programme included a very entertaining talk from A Royal 
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Butler, an Easter lunch, a trip to Wilton Locks with afternoon 
tea, and a demonstration of Chinese cookery (with tasters!). 
 Our autumn programme will include a lunch and 
entertainment in October, a talk from Age Concern, a winter 
trip and meal (venue yet to be confirmed), and our usual 
Christmas lunch with entertainment in December.  
 We meet in the Sunday School room every two weeks 
from 2pm to 4pm and our first meeting for autumn will be on 
Wednesday 4th September. If you would like further 
information or would like to join us then please call Linda on 
01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 
  

 
 
Village Profile 
Julie Millar (née Turner) 
Advanced Nurse Practitioner at Bugbrooke Medical Practice 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I was born in Bugbrooke. I moved away when I was first married, unfortunately I split 
from my first husband so I moved back to the village.  
I met Scott, ‘the love of my life’ he was my son James’ football coach and we have 
been married for seven years. 
What school’s/colleges did you attend? 
I attended Bugbrooke Community Primary and Campion and then moved onto further 
education at Northampton College and studied three times at The University of 
Northampton where I completed my Nursing and Masters. I also attended Warwick 
University where I completed a Diploma. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes, I did, I have three sisters, Tracey, Joanne and Hayley, I won’t say it was easy 
because it wasn’t with the four of us. I was really close to my dad; he was my rock. 
Times were tough but we never missed out on anything, we 
always had good birthdays and a great Christmas. Our family 
holidays were fab, we would visit Weymouth, Caister on Sea 
and Weston Super Mare every year for as long as I can 
remember, happy memories! 
Is there anything you like/dislike about Bugbrooke? 
I love living in the village and being close to the countryside, I 
have most of my family and many friends that live here. 
I don’t think there is anything I dislike about Bugbrooke. 
What is your favourite food? 
Mexican! I love cooking but do not enjoy the cleaning up 
afterwards. 
What is your proudest moment/who are you most proud of? 
My proudest moment was when I had the honour of walking 
my daughter Sarah down the Aisle when she was married last 
year. 
 I am very proud of all three of my children, Sarah, Dan and 
James and my grandchildren, Ruby and Henry and my 

Julie receiving a 
‘thank you’ from the 

Bugbrooke 
Community Lottery  
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acquired grandchildren Frankie and Molly. 
Do you listen to music? 
Yes, I love the 80’s, Abba and also Prince. 
Do you have any pets? 
Yes, Rosie, my Cockapoo, we love walking her across the fields and into the 

countryside.  
Do you enjoy travelling? 
Yes, I have visited many countries and destinations, including, Turkey, Cyprus, Las 
Vegas, New York, to name but a few. When I retire, I would like to travel more. 
Do you enjoy reading? 
Yes, I wouldn’t say I have a favourite author, I love ghost stories and paranormal 

books. 
Have you any advice to give to the younger generation? 
Make the most of your school days, I always remember my dad 
saying that to me. Try and enjoy your life while you are young. 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 
  

 
Bugbrooke Community Living Room  
These weekly social sessions are still going strong – please do 
give it a try if you haven’t been yet. This is the weekly timetable, but please note that 
the Jubilee House Tuesday session will be taking a break for August – we’re finishing 
on 30th July and back on 3rd September. 
            
 

Day Venue Time 
Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 

Date Time Service 

Thursday 8 Aug 2:30 – 3:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council – village issues such 

as footpaths, streetlights, litter bins, open 

spaces. 

Thursday 15 Aug 2:00 – 4:00 SNVB Community Connect – advice on all 

aspects of welfare and wellbeing including 

benefits, caring and cost of living. 

Thursday 5 Sept 2:30 – 3:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council 

Thursday 19 Sept 2:00 – 4:00 SNVB Community Connect 

Thursday 26 Sept 2:00 – 3:30 WNC Customer Service Team – queries about all 

council services including education, recycling, 

social care, housing. 
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The busiest session is at Bugbrooke Chapel on Thursday afternoons where we 
regularly see over 20 visitors and sometimes more than 40, but we regularly have a 
dozen or more at both the Church and Jubilee House too. 
As well as the usual tea, cake and chat, at the Chapel we also have opportunities to 
ask questions and get advice from parish councillors, West Northants Council and 
SNVB’s Community Connect service. This is the timetable for the next couple of 
months: 
Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or 
Brian Britten (brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport 
or have any questions or comments. 
Jane Wood 
 

Bugbrooke Community Lottery  
Hello and Happy Birthday to us! 
 Yes, a year since our first draw! We have steadily grown and as prizes have 
gone up so has the grant fund. 
 As of the end of June 2024, we have given out £4,100 in prizes and allocated 
over £1,300 in grants. 
 We have presented six 'Thank You' awards to people in the village who make 
it a better place by their efforts and kindness. 
 So, what will our second year bring? Hopefully we can keep growing the 
online sales. Tickets will always be on sale at the Community Cafe but online means 
you will never miss a draw! You may also meet us at various events in the village. 
 We will keep promoting our Grant Fund, and inviting carers in and around the 
village to join us at our Carers’ Cafe that takes place on the first Thursday of every 
month at the Community Cafe from 1pm – 4pm.  We have plenty of TLC Tea Love 
Cake! 
 We will continue to work with Northamptonshire Carers, the Age Well team 
and other agencies that can bring knowledge, help, understanding and support. 
Sometimes though the greatest support can come from the community. Knowing that 
you are not alone in your caring role and there is someone out there who will listen! 
We are also planning some fun events. So, if you or someone you know is a carer 
come for that TLC. 
 Thank you to everyone out there supporting the Lottery, you are really making 
a difference! 
 Remember you can join at any time at playbcl.org 
 Come on, join us and everyone becomes a winner! 
 Play it forward. 
Chris Carter 
 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group (Photos on page 24) 

Over 40 beavers, cubs, scouts, parents, siblings and leaders attended Bugbrooke 
scout group family camp, in May. The camp was held at John Lowther scout centre 
and gave parents the opportunity to join in with scouting activities and learn about 
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scouting. The camp was enjoyed by all and all had the opportunity to participate in 
pedal go karting, the bouldering wall, indoor tunnelling, slack lines and the obstacle 
course as well as den building, orienteering and of course a campfire with songs and 
toasting marshmallows to make s’mores. The scouts, cubs and beavers were then 
given sparklers, to use before going to bed. Parents became competitive when 
challenged to make the tallest tower with bamboo canes and knots and even more 
so in the parent against scouts’ football match. Sunday morning was den building 
and the obstacle course on which the scout leaders decided to race with the 
encouragement of all participants. The food was plentiful and tasty with a full cooked 
breakfast each morning, toasted sandwiches for lunch and chicken in wraps for 
dinner and chicken curry on Friday night. 
 All sections have been working towards achieving their badges with cubs and 
beavers completing their scientist and experiment badges as well as their global 
awareness badges. 
 Currently we are looking for more volunteers to help run the beaver, cub and 
scout sections and for volunteers to help on our trustee committee. If you would like 
to find out more about volunteering, please contact us via email at 
enquiries@bugbrookeharpolescouts.org or text or WhatsApp on 07512765034. 
Sue Beckingham, Group lead volunteer  
  

Bugbrooke Guides  
It’s been an exciting term so far for Bugbrooke Guides. The Guides have been 
working towards lots of badges, including upcycling, mental health and having 
adventures. 
 A real highlight was a visit to Northampton Saints, where the Guides and 
parents had a behind the scenes tour and got to lift the recently won Premiership 
trophy! It was a fantastic evening. 
 The Guides have also been crafting with air dry clay, helped to deliver 
Christian Aid envelopes around the village and we held our very own Masterchef 
cooking night! 
 There’s still lots of exciting things coming up before the summer holidays. A 
huge thank you to all of the leaders who have supported us this year. 
 Bugbrooke Guides is open to 10-14-year-olds. If your daughter is interested in 
joining us from September, please email bugbrookeguides@gmail.com. 
Helen 
  

Bugbrooke  Brownies (Photos on page 21) 
This term Brownies have been working on their Skills for My Future theme badge 
and activities have included using knives to chop fruit, learning about tools and 
making nut & bolt keyrings. We also took 
them to the shop and gave them £1 each 
to buy something for the local food bank. 
They learnt that by pooling their money they 
could take advantage of special offers and purchase things they couldn’t afford 
individually. 
 We have also been doing activities linked to the County’s ‘Guiding in Motion’ 
badge. We had an Olympic themed session where the Brownies tried some boxing 
moves and various throwing techniques, celebrated International Dance Day and 

An evening with annA rydeR 
on Friday, October 25th at 7.30pm 
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Bugbrooke Rainbows have been 
working towards their “Let’s Get 

Active” Challenge Badge.  
Some of our activities have been 

- a dry swimming session, 
hockey, scootering and an agility 

Jungle Parc ropes, 

orienteering (looking for  

the dinosaurs!) and fun  

on the play equipment  

Brownies being  

taught CPR and the  

Recovery Position 

Report  
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Bugbrooke Church  

Fête 2024 (see p33) 
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Bugbrooke Church  

Fête 2024 (see p33) 
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Camping at John Lowther scout centre 

Badgers Classic and 

Sports Car Group at 

Norton (report on p29) 
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relaxed with a Well-being session practising shoulder, head and hand massages! 
 In June our intrepid Brownies (plus a few Guides!) joined groups from 
Weedon, Flore and Harpole for a day at Irchester Country Park. We mastered the 
Jungle Parc ropes, did some orienteering (looking for the dinosaurs!) and had great 
fun on the play equipment. 
 One of our Brownies is also a St John Ambulance Badger and for her Gold 
Award (the highest award a Brownie can achieve!), she chose to talk to Brownies 
about first aid and taught them CPR and the Recovery Position. 
 We will finish the term with a family picnic to mark National Picnic Month 
before a well-earned summer break! Places are limited but if your daughter is coming 
up to 7 and you would like to put her name on our waiting list, please email us at 
bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com. We meet on a Monday night 6:15-7:30pm at the 
Sunday School Rooms. 
Panda (Charlotte Moriarty), Polar Bear (Anna Bell) & Dolphin (Karen Cummins) 
  

Heyford Singers 
Our new term starts on Friday, September 6th when we commence rehearsals for 
our Christmas Concert which this year will take place in Nether Heyford Village Hall 
on December 13th and 14th. We will be holding an Open Evening in September but 
at the time of going to press the date for this has not been decided, but if you’re keen 
to join us why not come along to our first rehearsal on September 6th in Nether 
Heyford Village Hall at 7:30. We’re always keen to welcome new members and we 
especially welcome new men who can strengthen our Tenor or Bass sections. We 
rehearse on alternate Thursday and Friday evenings, from 7:30 to 9:30. 
 We have an exciting programme of events between now and Christmas, not 
least of which is:  
 
   
 
 
 annA is a talented singer, songwriter and multi-instrumentalist (keyboards, 
guitar, banjo, trumpet, accordion and bicycle pump – sometimes simultaneously!). 
She has played on many occasions with Fairport Convention – most recently at 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club Clubhouse and ‘Pavilion’ 
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Cropredy Festival in August this year, and she will in all probability be joined by 
some of her friends from her musical world. There will be a licensed bar. 
 It promises to be a great evening. Tickets are now on sale at £12 in advance, 
£15 on the door from Keith Rands-Allen, 01327 340741, 07971 786912, or kvra44 
@gmail.com. We’re sure to sell out so reserve your tickets now to avoid 
disappointment. 
 For more information about Heyford Singers events see our website: 
www.heyfordsingers.org  
  

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
We are now well into the bowls season and have played friendly matches with clubs 
from the surrounding area, as well as county competition and Monday evening 
league matches. We have enjoyed two open days and afternoon tea, as well as the 
regular Tuesday evening social sessions (open to all) and our Thursday evening club 
triples and pairs league games. 
 We are always keen to welcome new players and that’s why we meet up from 
6pm each Tuesday from May to September to encourage people on to the green. If 
you haven’t yet tried there is still time this year to have a go and to take part in a 
short game if you like.  
 You’ll be able to see the improvements to the facilities that we’ve made over 
the last year, all of which has been put in place to create a better experience for our 
members and guests. The obvious changes are the new changing room (it was a 
portacabin but we’re now calling it a pavilion) and changes internally to the 
clubhouse. 
 Our visitors have been very impressed with what we’ve achieved at 
Bugbrooke since their games with us last season. My sincere thanks to the club 
volunteers who have devoted so much time, skill and effort to achieve these results 
on a very limited budget. 
 You may not be aware that Bowls England have a website with a load of 
information about the sport and that the National Finals are to be held at Royal 
Leamington Spa between Thursday 15 August to Sunday 1 September. If you’re 
interested in watching the best bowlers in the country, it’s worth getting over to 
Leamington for one of those 18 days. 
 We’re hoping to have another social and fund-raising evening in September, 
but the date isn’t fixed yet so we’ll get those details out on the Bugbrooke Village 
Community Group page in due course. 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club  
As we move into August, we enter the home straight of the Northamptonshire Cricket 
League season, for all three of our Saturday sides. 
 The First XI maintain their push towards the top of Division 5, whilst also 
putting up an excellent showing in the NCL T20 Cup, with two victories against 
higher division opposition, neighbours Heyford and St Crispins. 
 The Second and Third have also enjoyed encouraging campaigns so far, 
improving on their previous seasons and both will be striving to end the season on a 
positive note in Divisions 9 and 13 respectively. 
 Fixtures continue until the middle of September, with the Seconds season 
concluding on September 7th with a home clash with MK Air, the Thirds wrap up a 
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week later by hosting Barby on September 14th, before the Firsts round the season 
off on September 21st as Overstone visit the Doc White. 
 All of our latest fixtures and results can be found on our website, 
Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com, whilst there will also be regular updates on our social 
platforms. 
 Another highly successful program of junior cricket has now concluded, with 
over 50 youngsters joining us as part of the ECB All Stars/Dynamos courses, with an 
excellent few months of action packed Friday nights, and we’d like to thank all the 
parents for their support. 
 We’re already planning ahead to 2025 and looking to expand our junior set-
up, to include hardball teams at older age groups. In order to do this we’re looking for 
any possible assistant in a coaching capacity, or if you have youngsters looking to 
join, please get in touch. 
 Off the field it has been another successful summer so far, with the weather 
(generally) playing ball, and allowing us plenty of long summer evenings to enjoy 
both our newly refurbished lounge and bar, and the best beer garden in Bugbrooke. 
Our new lounge also allowed us to show matches during the exciting Euro 2024 
competition, and England nail biting campaign. 
 We have plenty of social events in the diary, with our annual vice-presidents 
lunch on August 25th, and much more, and details of our end of season events will 
be out every soon! 
 For full details keep in touch with our socials, search Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
on Facebook, or we can be found @BugbrookeCC on X and Instagram. You can 
also get in touch with us via email, bugbrookecc@gmail.com, or feel free to come 
down to the club during any matchday. 
 Whilst we might be in the home straight, prospective new players are welcome 
to join us at training on a Tuesday or Thursday evening at the club.  
Ciaran Thomas 

 
Badgers Classic and Sports Car Group 
June has been quite a busy month for the Badgers Classic and Sports Car Group. 
 We had our usual meeting at the Wharf with a reasonable turn out of 
members. This was followed by our first social evening at the White Horse public 
house in Norton who made us most welcome. We left Bugbrooke in convoy via 
Nether Heyford in our classic cars with other members meeting us at the venue after 
going directly there. Our classic cars 
and one classic motor bike made an 
impressive display on the pub car park. So 
much so that the landlord arranged to take 
some photos to promote the venue for future 
events. The White Horse is attached to a fish 
and chip shop which was taken advantage of 
by many of our group who enjoyed the 
benefits of this, tucking into fish and chips 
inside the pub. These were mainly voted two 
firsts and a highly recommended on 
the night. We are going to use the White 
Horse again in the future with the hope that 

 A wet wait for fish and chips! 
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some of our partners join us in a quiz or skittles night whichever is the preference. 
Two of us attended the Rotary Club charity event at the Pump Room 

Gardens in Leamington Spa which is part of the main park in the town centre. The 
weather was kind to us and both the Saab convertible belonging to Keith Jenkins and 
the Triumph TR7 were able go on show with their soft tops down. Paul Simpson our 
Facebook co-ordinator also came to meet up with us on foot, along with his wife, as 
he is currently between classic cars. Unfortunately, two of our members who had 
booked in were unable to attend. The event was busy all day with plenty of musical 
entertainment with many members of the public attending who were able to view well 
over two hundred cars. Our next day out will be to Kimbolton Country Fayre on July 
14th where we hope to display a number of cars once again this is a charity fund 
raising event by the Rotary Club. Both events make a great deal of money which is 
raised for many local charities. 
  We have two visits planned out for August so far with a visit to Twinwood, an 
ex-Second World War RAF base which is located in Clapham, Bedfordshire. There, 
we will have a tour of the Glenn Miller museum once we arrive. The other planned 
visit will be to Silverstone. This event is currently being worked on to sort out the 
format.  
  Sadly, in closing I have been informed that one of our members, Roy 
Cooper, from Greens Norton, has passed away unexpectedly. Roy was full of 
enthusiasm for the Badgers group and has attended the last few meetings bringing 
his various classic cars along to show us. Indeed we were pleased to meet his wife 
at the social night in Norton who shared his passion for classic cars. Roy was also 
well respected in his community at Greens Norton and volunteered with the Scout 
group for a great number of years there. His sense of humour and input into our 
meetings will be missed. Our thoughts are with his family at this time. 
Tony Inwood  

 
Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Last year we had a lovely sunny evening for our Fish and Chip supper/Quiz. Not this 
time. Out of a slate sky the rain fell on us steadily as we queued at the van, some 
with umbrellas, some not. But the old British spirit kicked in and we had a great 
evening none the less (helped of course by the piping hot fish and chips, when we 
finally got them). As is our tradition the quiz was set by last year’s winners. They 
were Brian and Mary Berwick, and Paul and Mary Simpson. And they did a splendid 
job, with interesting rounds of questions, all efficiently organised and marked, and 
suppling sheets of distinctly baffling dingbats to keep us occupied during the in-
between times. So a very big thank you to them. Congratulations to the winners (and 
perhaps even bigger congratulations to the ones who came a very close second: the 
perfect position). Thanks also to everyone who helped make the evening a success, 
including those who stayed to help us clear the hall at the end of the evening. That 
was much appreciated. 
  
 I don’t, at time of writing, have a final figure, but the event should have made a 
profit for our funds of at least £600. 
 On the subject of money, we recently paid £2308 for repairs carried out to the 
church roof. An 800 year old church takes a bit of maintenance, which of course is 
what the Friends are all about.   
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Services and Events at  

St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep  

up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events.  

The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury 

and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Services – 9.30am 

1st Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 6:00pm Sunday@6 

2nd Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

4th Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

5th Sunday 10:30am Benefice Holy Communion 

  (See notices for venue) 

 

 Sat 17th Aug 3:00-5:00 pm  Ladies’ Afternoon Tea 

Regular events 

Monday          Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’ 10am to 11:30am 

 Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)    8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer  10am to 11am 

Thursday  Family Morning in the Church Rooms  9am to 11am  

 - a time for parents and tots - Term time only   
                                            

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 815496 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a brief 

message and your telephone number, and a member of the team 

will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Diary   

August   

1 13:00 Carers’ Café SS 

5  WI - Outing    

12 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

September   

1 14:00 BEWG Litterpick  

2 19:30 WI - Northampton Police, How To Prevent Fraud.  ⚽ 

4 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

4 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

5 13:00 Carers’ Café SS 

6 19:30 Heyford Singers start rehearsals NHVH 

9 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

14/15  Friends of St Michaels - Wedding dress exhibition  Ch 

16 14:00 U3A CC 

18 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

18 19:30 History Group - John Perkins - ‘Richard III, evil or misunderstood?’ CC 

23 14:00 Flower Society - Jayne Edmonds & Jane Fox - ‘Flowery Friends’ NHVH 

October   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

3 13:00 Carers’ Café SS 

7 19:30 WI  ⚽ 

Community Living Rooms:  

 

 

 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

CC - Community Centre,  Ch - Church, ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,  SS - Sunday School 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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