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Welcome to the Christmas issue; thanks so much to Jim for 
the wonderful front cover and to Gwynneth for the fun food 
quiz. We’re so grateful to all who have contributed this time; 
we’ve had some great photos sent in and whilst we can’t include them all they’re 
much appreciated as they make such a huge difference to the magazine. 

We’re having a break from the Village Profile series, which has contained 
astonishingly varied and fascinating ‘questions and answers’ from 55 people since 
April 2014. We would consider restarting at some point but really need your help by 
nominating somebody you know, who has contributed to village life in some way. 
You would have to check that they’re willing to be interviewed and included if they’re 
happy with the article. 

More generally, please send in something to the LINK in 2025 – you could make 
it a resolution – and a small article is better than nothing. This could be anything from 
a poem to a recipe, details of a hobby or what you do to help with a charity. A 
submission doesn’t just have to be about what happens in Bugbrooke so long as 
there is some connection to the village or inhabitants. If you have relatives who live 
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or travel abroad, I’m sure that could be of interest, as would be your memories or 
experiences of our local area. 

A big thankyou to Bugbrooke Parish Council for providing financial support 
again this year, it means we can continue to produce a quality printed magazine for 
distribution to all households. Please get in touch if you would like to be involved with 
this publication as we’re really keen to get others to join the committee at the AGM in 
May 2025. 

From the LINK committee, we wish you a Happy Christmas and peaceful New 
Year. 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The Gayton Road over the Tin Bridge was recently closed after an inspection 
deemed it was unfit for purpose. Repairs by WNC/Railtrack will take place but no 
timeline has been announced but I suspect it could be in the new year. The closure 
has subsequently meant a large increase in traffic on Birds Hill. I immediately alerted 
Highways of issue and they have applied for a 7.5T weight limit which takes a few 
weeks to grant. In the meantime, signs indicating road unsuitable for HGV’s have 
been installed and Heygates were informed to discourage its usage. 

The Church Car park which is owned by the Parish Council was discussed 
recently. Currently there are no Disabled parking Bays and since it is private land 
there is no legislation to enforce there being any. However, we decided that a few 
spaces should be designated thus and markings altered to effect this. The work is 
expected to be carried out in the Spring. 

As part of the Nature recovery strategy of the Council certain green areas were 
not mown or selectively mown this year. This caused a mixed response from 
residents with both for and against and we are going to consider these before 
planning next year’s strategy. 

The three-tiered planters that were in place this year to replace the hanging 
baskets previously installed were seen to be a success and the Council approved 
their installation again next year. In addition to this it was agreed that three 
illuminated Christmas trees, solar powered, would be installed on lampposts in the 
High Street during the festive season. 

Next year on May 1st will see local elections take place for both Unitary 
Councillors and Parish Councils. The Boundary Commission has completed its 
review and WNC will be reduced from 93 to 76 Councillors covering the 31 Wards. 
Bugbrooke will become a two Councillor Ward from three and will be renamed 
Campion Ward. The new Ward will contain the villages of Flore, Nether Heyford, 
Bugbrooke, Kislingbury, Harpole and Rothersthorpe which I think is a nice alignment 
of similar villages along the Nene Valley. Also, the Parish Council may be subject to 
election process depending on how many candidates apply. We have 15 places on 
the Council and if more than that apply this will trigger an election. We currently have 
a vacancy and anybody who is interested in joining us I would encourage you in the 
first place to contact our clerk and discuss what is involved or alternatively attend one 
of our monthly meetings (second Monday of every month) and experience first-hand 
what is involved. 

about:blank
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Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
We are really pleased to have received a grant from West Northamptonshire Council 
to help cover the costs of running the Community Living Room through the winter. 
Sessions continue to be open every week, open to anyone from the village to come 
along for tea, cake and company. We also have board games and jigsaws going for 
those that enjoy them. 

The weekly timetable: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

At the Chapel on Thursdays we also have opportunities to ask questions and 
get advice from representatives of the Parish Council and West Northants Council 
among others. On Thursday 5th December we will be hosting the WNC Cost of 
Living Roadshow with a number of organisations present including the WNC Debt & 
Money Advice Team, Community Law, Citizens Advice and Spring Social 
Prescribers. They will be able to discuss issues including rent, childcare costs and 
household bills. Please drop in to see them between 2-4pm. 
Jane Wood 

Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
It’s hard to believe we are almost at the end of 2024 – we’ve had a great year with our 
Air Ambulance recycling days, cleaning up our village on our bi-monthly litter picks 
and making progress in supporting local wildlife through our Grassland Management 
Plan. We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who have helped on our 
various endeavours and especially to the core group who regularly give their time to 
help make Bugbrooke a better place. 

In October, Jane and our Parish Clerk Nicola Palmer represented Bugbrooke 
and the Parish Council at the inaugural West Northamptonshire Area Climate 
Summit, organised jointly by West Northamptonshire Council and Northampton Town 
Council. Over 50 representatives from Parish and Town councils came together to 
share ideas on initiatives around growing food and food waste, biodiversity and 
communicating climate change. The aim of the summit, and the programme of 
initiatives that will follow it, is to help Parish councils work with their communities to 
reduce carbon emissions and restore nature, as well as improving health and well-
being for residents. 

On our November litter pick we took advantage of the road closure at the 
railway bridge out towards Gayton. We were joined by a few of the Bugbrooke 
Scouts and together we collected a massive 27 bags of rubbish, plus other large 
items including 8 car tyres, assorted car parts and a toy digger. Well done and thank 
you to everyone who helped. 

In January we will be picking up the excellent work done by Margaret Cooke for 

about:blank
about:blank
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many years and running the 2025 Bugbrooke Birdwatch. Citizen science like this is 
important to help track changes in the distribution and numbers of birds. Like many 
other creatures birds are affected by factors including habitat loss, pollution and 
climate change, with some species moving further north as average temperatures 
rise, and others dropping in numbers as food sources become more scarce. As 
before the Bugbrooke Birdwatch will be on the same dates as the national RSPB Big 
Garden Birdwatch, 24-26 January 2025. Paper and online forms will be available 
nearer the time. 

The next meeting of the Environmental Working Group is on Wednesday 8 
January, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, and our next village litter pick will be on 
Sunday 12 January. See you for another great year in 2025! 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la res la te r .bpc@gm ai l . com )  and  J ane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Kristy Coates from Bugbrooke wins prestigious award 
Tuesday 15th October Northampton Saints Head of Operations  Kristy Coates won a 
prestigious Leaders Sports Awards accolade. She was named the winner of the 
Unsung Hero award, ahead of a shortlist of contenders from over the world that 
included figures from NBA basketball, football and tennis. She was presented with 
the award at an event held in the West End of London, celebrating the year round 
commitment that individuals and organisations make to elevate sport. 

Kristy started with the Club as a programme seller in 1996 aged 15. She now 
plays an integral leadership role, overseeing a team of 16 permanent staff and more 
than 250 match day staff. Day to day operation of cinch stadium at Franklins’ 
Gardens, delivery of matches, events and major development projects depend on 
Kristy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

about:blank
about:blank
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She played a key role in securing the stadium’s first major concert in 2018 and 
achieved Northampton being named as host venue for six women’s Rugby World 
Cup matches in 2025, and all of the Loughborough Lightnings Premiership Women’s 
Rugby home fixtures. 

Saints Chief Operating Officer, Julia Chapman said: 
‘We are thrilled that Kristy’s dedication and hard work have been acknowledged 

with this incredible award. Kristy’s work ethic, positive approach and tenacity are key 
qualities to help us deliver a multitude of projects and we’re extremely proud of her 
for winning such a prestigious accolade.’ 
Congratulations Kristy!! 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
We expanded our club competitions this year and I’m delighted to announce the 
winners for the 2024 season were: 

Singles Championship Shield winner: Tom Fuins 
Singles Plate winner: Phil Green 
Pairs Championship Shield winners: Maurice New, Mick Spruels 
Australian Pairs Jody Linford Cup winners: Geoff Rooke, Mick Spruels 
Triples Championship Shield winners: Charles Raymond, Karen Callis, Tom 

Fuins 
Triples League Cup winners: Katrina Labrum, Geoff Rooke, Tom Fuins 
These club competitions are open to any of our members, so whether you’re 

new to bowls or have been playing for years, you have a chance to take part and win. 
Throughout the year, a small group of bowls club members volunteer each 

Wednesday morning to maintain the area around the green and to carry out essential 
repairs and improvements. This input is critical to the operation of the club and once 
again I want to take this opportunity to say I’m so grateful to those that contribute to 
the club in this way. 

We had a rather unwelcome surprise at the end of September when the green 
was totally flooded for the first time in decades. The green itself seems to drain very 
well but the amount of rain water that came down over the course of a few days was 
too much for the soakaway system. Thankfully there was no lasting damage and the 
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contractors were able to access the green, somewhat later than planned, to carry out 
the end of season works. 

The social and fundraising activities that started in 2022 have continued and 
have been really successful in maintaining contact outside the playing season and 
bringing much needed funds into the club. We had another enjoyable quiz in October 
and raised £400 for the bowls club. Many thanks to the Football Club for hosting the 
event, to Simon and Spen for the great set of questions and to everyone who 
attended for their continued support. From October to April, normally the first 
Thursday in the month, we meet in the Bakers Arms at 7.30 pm. Our Christmas party 
will be at the Boat House Pub at Braunston and we have plans for a car treasure 
hunt before the start of the season in 2025. 

Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to 
join us. 
Paul Cockcroft    tel. 01604 831688 

Carers Café  
The Carers Cafe has now been running on the first Thursday of every month since 
May. We have had such huge support from all the relevant agencies and we thank 
them whole-heartedly for the support they have given to the carers attending, while 
we support with TLC, tea, love and cake. 

We have also this year enjoyed music from Duncan, a talk from Citizens Advice, 
a chair yoga session and free mops! Our Christmas party is planned and we hope to 
continue into 2025. 

So if you care for someone, pop in for a cuppa. If you know a carer please 
spread the word about our safe space to come for a chat as we may be able to help 
with any needs, worries or concerns you may have in your role as a carer. At the very 
least we have big ears! 

Meeting in the Church rooms Bugbrooke. 
Supported by Bugbrooke Lottery please email: admin@playbcl.org 

Chris Carter  

Bugbrooke History Group 
The summer walk early September was lead by John Perkins who guided us around 
the village. We were surprised whilst in the Churchyard that there had been a 
parsonage there many years ago. The village has been home to many businesses 
including a soap factory, brickyard and mills in the past. Continuing through the 
village we learnt origins of several road names. With Moores Close and Georges 
Avenue connected to George Moore. We finally ended our walk at 1 High Street for 
most welcome refreshments and social time. 

Thank you Pat and Alan for hosting. 
Our final ‘face to face’ meeting of the year took place on 18th September. 

Members were reminded that artefacts from the village are stored and catalogued at 
Chester House. 

John Perkins was our speaker on the subject of Richard 111. Richard’s family 
tree was illustrated on screen. John talked us through this. Although Richard did not 
have any direct descendants. Two living relatives (Michael Ibsen and Wendy Duldig) 
were identified from two all-female lines. These lines were traced from Cecily Neville, 
Richard’s mother. Richard was Invited, Elected and Petitioned to be King. Sadly 
Richard only reigned for just over two years, dying at the Battle of Bosworth. 

mailto:admin@playbcl.org
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Zoom meeting - 20th November. Andy Chapman talking about Northampton before 
the Castle. Another meeting is planned for next year to find out more. 
WALK - 11th January 2025. The topic will be the History of Agriculture in the village 
lead by John Perkins. Seasonal refreshments to follow at 1 High Street. 

Zoom meeting - 15th January 2025. Alex Higginbottom from The Canal and 
River Trust , ta lk ing about Waterways His tory and future.  
Anyone wishing to join in our zoom meetings, please send your email address to Pat 
Kent.    frksp6@gmail.com. 

The last zoom meeting will be on 19th March. More details to follow. 
Please note that meetings are now on 3rd Wednesday of the month, every two 
months. 

Also, we are members of Northamptonshire Heritage Forum and CLASP. 
These two societies give us access to many events, workshops and digs. 
Enquiries to Secretary Pat Kent. email frksp6@gmail.com Tel. 01604 830518, 1 High 
Street, Bugbrooke 

For sale:- We do have a number of books on the History of Bugbrooke 
which, for a limited time - until Christmas - are on offer at half price - a fantastic 
bargain. Lovely Christmas presents. Contact Pat Kent if you would like one. 

Pictorial Bugbrooke 1860 -1960 £7.00 
Pictorial Bugbrooke 1930 - 1980 £7.00 
Pictorial Bugbrooke 1980 - 1999 £10.00 
We do have a bargain price for a year’s membership of £10  and each 

individual meeting is £3 entry.  
Pat Grant 

Bugbrooke Brownies 
We had an exciting start to the new term, we took 18 Brownies and a couple of 
guides for a sleepover at Whipsnade Zoo. We arrived on the Saturday night, after it 
had closed to the public, to have an exciting evening of games before sleeping in 
their soft play centre. After a little sleep we were given a private tour of the zoo 
before it re-opened to the public. The girls were so well behaved, it was a privilege to 
take them. 

We also had a joint Camp Fire night with the Rainbows and Guides, 
unfortunately it was wet so we had a pretend campfire in the hall where we all ate 
hotdogs and sang campfire songs. 

During this term we have spoken about fire safety and had a practice fire drill in 
the hall. Talked about who our role models are and how they can be role models for 
others. They designed posters on issues they feel strongly about in our village, 
littering, uneven paths, dog mess and speeding. They made rainbows from skittles 
and marshmallow lollipops to celebrate National Candy Day. 

We will all be parading for Remembrance Day along with the other uniformed 
groups in the village and we are looking forward to our end of term Bowling trip as we 
break up for Christmas. 

If your daughter is 7, or is coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name on 
our waiting list please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  We meet on a 
Monday night 6.15-7.30pm at the Sunday School Rooms. 
Dolphin (Karen Cummins), Panda (Charlotte Moriarty) & Polar Bear (Anna Bell) 

mailto:frksp6@gmail.com
about:blank
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Bugbrooke Brownies at  Whipsnade Zoo. 

Autumn colours on 
the millennium green 
from David Harries 

Gill Evans spotted the Northern Lights 
over Bugbrooke again on October 
10th. 
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Letter to the LINK 
We would just like to say how glad we are to have access to so many wonderful 
walks in and around Bugbrooke, and we would like to give our thanks to all of the 
local farmers who make this possible. 

When talking to walkers who come to Bugbrooke from other villages, it makes 
us realise just how fortunate we are. 

Thank you.  
Ron and Julie 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our 50th anniversary year is almost over. 
We had our main celebration in October, the month in which the very first meeting 
took place in 1974. We had a very special evening with a  welcome glass of 
champagne followed by a lovely meal provided by James Allen and his team who did 
a great job. Everyone went  home with a gift to mark the occasion. 

Our president and secretary Simone Squire was presented with her badge on 
becoming an honorary member. Well deserved. Simone has been an exceptional 
member  over many years and in many roles. Past chairman, now secretary and 
president. She has also given her time generously, along with Janet Cooper, to 
organise workshops which we all enjoy. She is also president of the South Midlands 
area of NAFAS. She is amazing. 

Wishing all our members a peaceful Christmas and a healthy new year. 
Our next meeting will be our AGM and social evening on 27th January 2025. 

Jane Barker 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
This Autumn there have been two occasions when we have been able to hold our 
fund-raising efforts in the Church itself.  

The first was our Wedding Dress Exhibition on 14th/15th September (photos on 
page 32). This was timed to coincide with the annual “Ride and Stride” day, which is 
a countrywide initiative to raise money for the preservation of historic churches 
(locally through the Northamptonshire Historic Churches Trust, who a few years ago 
gave a grant to match fund with us some expensive repair work to the church). 

The second event was the Craft Fayre on 2nd November. At both events teas 
and homemade cakes were on offer; and altogether a great atmosphere was 
established under the stained-glass windows and mellow stone walls of our lovely 
church. Numbers at the Craft Fayre were a bit down on the previous two years, but 
together the two events raised £782 for our funds. So, many thanks to all the people 
who worked hard in putting on the events (which went beyond those on the 
committee), and to all those who came along, spent their money and supported us. 

We are very much looking forward to our Wine Tasting at the Community Centre 
on 6th December. Nic (the Rector) has agreed to host it for us this time. The tickets 
are already sold out. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Joggers 
Hi all, 

Just an update, four possible starters so far all from Badgers Close regarding 
like-minded Bugbrooke joggers. It may be because there are park runners in the 
Close and I just happen to live there. If you are interested in joining in for an initial 
gentle jog around Daventry Country Park or Sixfields Upton Park during January 
please contact me either by email tonyin@mail.com or drop a note through my door 
with your contact details 45 Badgers Close. This would be an informal group for 
joggers of all abilities just to keep fit after all those Christmas parties going into the 
new year. If there is enough interest I will set up a proposed date and get back to you. 
Tony  Inwood 

Wednesday Club 
By the time this reaches you all we shall be looking forward to Christmas, so may I 
take this opportunity to wish everyone a Very Happy Christmas and a Healthy and 
Happy New Year. 

At the Wednesday Club we shall have enjoyed a varied autumn programme 
including our lunch and entertainment in September and our winter trip to Bell 
Plantation for shopping and afternoon tea, and we may still be looking forward to our 
Christmas lunch in the Sunday School room prepared by our helpers, with 
entertainment to follow, before we take our winter break. 

There are no meetings in January and we recommence on February 5th.  New 
members are always welcome and transport within the village can be arranged 
through Ability Transport if required. 

If you would like further information or would like to join us please call Linda on 
01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 
 

mailto:tonyin@mail.com
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Bugbrooke Chapel  
It is really good seeing the chapel used for village events. We have:- 

Living Room tea and coffee afternoons Every Thursday 2-5pm with different 
organisations coming along to speak and advise on finances, road improvements, 
help with transport etc. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council, SNC. Connect, Ability and more planned. 
Also the games, chats. 
Kick Boxing for the younger generation. This is run by John Moriaty on  

Mondays and Thursdays from 5 pm. 
We also have a meal night on a Friday night every 6 -7 weeks. Meals are 

prepared by Julia Oliver and team. You would be most welcome. 
Next meal on December 13th 6-00 pm  
Book in with brianbritten7@gmail.com and get details. 
We have a Sunday am meeting starting at 11-00am every week. 
Coming up, Carol singing on Saturday December 21st 2-30pm. 
Everyone welcome. 

Brian Britten 

Christmas Wrapping For Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
At this time of year wrapping Christmas gifts can be a time consuming task, 
especially when we are all busy.  Mary Berwick however is someone who enjoys 
being amongst the paper, ribbons and bows.  This year she has again decided to 
channel her enthusiasm for wrapping gifts into raising money for Cynthia Spencer 
Hospice. 

Mary will supply the paper, ribbons, bows and tags free of charge and is offering 
to wrap your Christmas gifts in return for a donation to Cynthia Spencer Hospice.  

Mary will be wrapping at the Community Café on the following dates: 
 
 
 
 
All donations will be passed to Cynthia Spencer Hospice in the New Year and 

the amount raised will be published in Bugbrooke LINK. 
Many Thanks  

Bob Stanford 
My father Bob (Robert) Stanford has recently passed away.  He 
grew up at Mount Farm, Watling Street  & moved to Kislingbury 
Road in 1968 when the new houses were built. He was the 
local coal merchant for over 50 years, supplying Bugbrooke & 
many of the surrounding villages with Coal. He often 
frequented the Wharf & the 5 Bells pubs. During the 1970's he 
spent many years riding Grass Track & used to take lots of the 
teenagers from the village with him to watch.  

His funeral was held at Bugbrooke Church on Tuesday 
12th November. 

Alana Stanford 

mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are aiming to deliver the vouchers to the applicants during early December. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers for payment will 
be shown on the vouchers as in previous years. Please note that as indicated on 
the vouchers these MUST be redeemed by Friday 31st January 2025. 

May we from the OAP’s Committee, wish you all, a very happy, peaceful and 
healthy Christmas and New Year. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

Badgers classic and sports car group  
Badgers classic and sports car group had a really good meeting at the Bakers Arms 
on 9th October just as a social gathering. Thanks to George Russell for helping to 
set this up and to the staff at the Bakers who were very friendly and helpful to us. 
This meeting of like-minded enthusiasts was well attended with a few new faces 
turning up for the event. There were interesting classic cars and bikes to view on the 
car park and lots of interaction talking amongst the group. One of the most noted 
cars drawing lots of  attention was Paul Simpson’s Burlington model which was sold 
originally as a kit based car for self build. These cars could be bought from 
Burlington who were based at Leamington Spa in the 1980s and later moved to 
Northampton which seems to have disappeared during the 1990s. There is now a 
company based in London which produces similar cars under the Burlington name. 
When you look at the lines of the Burlington car you can see why it drew so much 
attention it looks like a throw back in design to the 1930s SS Jaguar 
roadsters. Other cars which were in attendance included an evergreen Mk 1 
VW Golf which judging by its condition is a well  loved car considering its age, this 
was along with Land Rovers, Mazda Mx5s and a few Fords which were also 
on display. We also had a lady who turned up from Duston with now rare VW 
Colorado which was immaculate, we hope Barbara attends many more of our 
meetings in the future. 

 Our next meeting is at the Napoleonic ordinance service depot at Weedon on 
November 23rd. Having visited the two car and bike themed cafes within the 
complex they are both very interested in our attendance on the day. The museum is 
also open during the hours we are there from 11am until 3pm and is well worth 
the visit alone. We are due to meet up outside unit 14 the Industry and  Supply cafe 
at 11am and hope to have a good turn out to discuss all things classic and 
exchange ideas for next year. There is also a cafe next door to unit 14, Gasoline 
Juice, which is again car related and offers a fine section of food as well as having 
some good  classic exhibits in the building.   

 Christmas challenge: if you are not aware of some of the classic cars and 
bikes mentioned, ask good old goggle. If you wish to learn more about our cars and 
bikes I am sure the answers are there to be had. On behalf of the Bugbrooke classic 
and sports car group we wish you a very happy Christmas with best wishes for the 
new year. We look forward to seeing you at any of our meetings during next year. 
Please visit our facebook page if you have time under the heading Badgers classic 
and sports car group. 
Tony Inwood 
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Bugbrooke Classic and Sports Car Group 

Bugbrooke Mill peeking out of the mist in this 
atmospheric photo by Jacqui Warren 
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Pictures from the Wedding Dress Exhibition  organ-
ised by the Friends of St Michael and All Angels 
Church. Thanks to all of the photographers. 
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Bugbrooke WI 
As we approach Christmas and the close of 2024, we look back on a year of 
interesting, varied and relevant meetings and experiences at Bugbrooke WI. 

In September, two police  officers from Northampton Fraud Squad gave us 
very valuable advice on how to stay safe and avoid being scammed, especially 
online. For example, ways to verify if an email is authentic.  

We welcomed Judge Chris Tickle in October, who outlined the legal rules 
and guidance judges and magistrates use when sentencing offenders. We then 
were given the difficult task of discussing what decision we would make, 
following a guilty verdict. Not easy! 
Our programme, January -March 2025 
January 6th , (2.00pm), - Quiz. 
February  3rd, (2.00pm), A Brief History of RNLI. 
March 3rd AGM, Bring and Buy. 

In addition to our meetings, Crafty Chatter, Skittles, outings and lunches are 
arranged during the year. 

Bugbrooke WI are always pleased to welcome new members and guests to 
our meetings, which are usually on the first Monday of each month at 7,30pm, 
unless otherwise stated, at Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. There is a 
small charge for visitors, which includes refreshments. 

For further information please contact Pat Grant, our President, on 01604 
317398. 

Bugbrooke WI wishes you all a very Happy Christmas and we  look forward 
to welcoming new members in 2025. 
Jennie Thomas 

Heyford Singers’ Christmas Concert 
on Friday, 13

th
 and Saturday 14

th
 December at 7.30 in Nether Heyford 

Village Hall. 
This year’s Christmas Concert is entitled ‘In The Christmas Spirit’ and 

contains a lovely selection of Christmas Music and Carols sung by The Heyford 
Singers. There’s free wine and soft drinks on the tables and an exciting raffle 
with great prizes. Tickets are available at £10 each (£5 for children under 14) 
from Keith Rands-Allen, 01327 340741, 07971 786912 or kvra44@gmail.com 

Our concerts nearly always sell out in advance so don’t delay in reserving 
yours!      

ALSO 
Don’t miss Carols on The Green on Friday, December 20

th
 at 6.30pm in 

front of Nether Heyford Village Hall. 
ALSO 
We have been invited to lead the carol singing in THE SUN INN, MILL 

ROAD, KISLINGBURY on Wednesday, December 18
th

, starting at 7.30pm. 

St Michael’s Football Club 
Firstly we as a club would like to congratulate the England Ladies Football Team 
for reaching the World Cup Final. Even coming 2nd in the World they performed 
extremely well and gave all who watched them play inspiration and hopefully we 
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will see many more young girls come through our club. 
The Football season is well and truly underway at BSMFC. The season 

started very early for our first team, ie Mid July. It has been very encouraging to 
see them playing some really entertaining football as the league they are in is 
the United Counties League Premier South Step 5 of the football pyramid. Many 
clubs in this division are well established but wins over Cogenhoe 4-0 and 
Lutterworth Town 4-1 are very encouraging. As President along with the club 
chairman Kev Gardner and his committee we are very happy the way the club is 
progressing. The Reserve team has won their opening two league games and 
have had 5 under 17/18 players in the team and 5 substitutes of the same age 
who have all played their parts in both games. So the future is looking good. Our 
3rd side, who play in the Central Combination League Division 1, had played 
several friendly games before their season started in September. Full marks to 
all the managers who are guiding them to play the Bugbrooke Way and bringing 
along some very good players to hopefully push them onto higher level football. 
This season we have 3 under 18 teams, One playing Sunday afternoons and two 
playing in the Northamptonshire Senior Youth League Thursday Evenings under 
the Floodlights so hopefully, weather permitting, there will be a game every 
Thursday. 

All our youth teams from U8s upwards have been playing friendies at the 
club and it is so pleasing to see the playing fields so busy during the weekday 
evenings. I would like to thank all our team and Club sponsors as without their 
support it would be a very difficult financial situation. 

Many of you know our club twins with FC Vöhl in Germany. In May this year 
we visited them where many friendships were made. One of our players from the 
under 13 team and a player from Vöhl arranged for them both to meet up during 
the school holidays in Bugbrooke. Unfortunately the English boy along with his 
mother were on holiday away from Bugbrooke so their plan didn't go as 
expected. I received a phone call from Hans Jurgen who lives in Pilgrims Lane, 
asking me for the young player's telephone number. After a couple of calls I 
found out about his holiday plans. Quite Quickly another u13 player from 
BSMFC, Jake Nash, arranged a meeting with the boy from FC Vöhl (Karl) that 
evening. Jakes father was playing a friendly game that evening at the club so 
Karl and his mother came along. I managed to see them both at the club and 
show Karl's mother our clubhouse and playing fields she was very impressed. 
Whilst in the clubhouse I showed her photographs of our times in Vöhl. She 
asked how long we had been twinning with FC Vöhl and I said over 40 years she 
asked me if I knew their Burgermeister (Mayor) who I had met in May, Karsten 
Kalhofer and she said her father used to be the Burgermeister many years ago 
and she showed me a photograph of him and it turned out it was the first 
Burgermeister I'd met all those years ago. The next day Steph Nash (Jakes 
Mother) entertained our visitors and took them to a park in Northampton before 
they headed back to Vöhl for which I was extremely grateful. 

So a lovely story to finish this report with friendships still being made 
through our twinning with FC Vöhl. 
Will Marriott, President BSMFC  
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De-Fib Training 
On Monday 30th September I organised the above at Bugbrooke St Michaels 
Football Club. And we had over 50 people attend from organisations within the 
village e.g. 

The Cricket Club  
The Bowls Club 
The Football Club 
Plus members of the public from 

Bugbrooke  
The training was taken by Mrs 

Caroline Harrison who is a friend of mine 
and the Football Club.  

Caroline is a Matron whose son used 
to play for our club. She was ably 
assisted by our PCSO Emma Teagles. 

It went really well and soon lots of 
people got up to practice CPR on the 
dummies that Caroline provided, some 
even got down on their knees to perform 
the downwards pressure onto the chest 
area. 

There was a lot of fun and laughter 
when it was discussed about placing the De-Fib pads onto the chest, when the 
discussion came to making sure the chest had no hairs on so a clear patch was 
available. 

Lots of questions were asked and when it came to using the practice De-
Fibs with patches on the dummies it got really interesting to see how people 
reacted to the instructions given by the machine. 

At the end of the evening a thank you present from the Football Club was 
presented to Caroline by two of the club’s youth players Jake Nash and Jacob 
Bowker who presented a Bouquet of flowers and a bottle of wine. 
Will Marriott President BSMFC and Parish Councillor  

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
As we enter our winter ‘hibernation’, already counting down the days until the 
start of the 2025 season next April, we reflect on a 2024 season which saw 
mixed fortunes for our Saturday league sides, but the club continue to make 
positive strides off the pitch. 

Competing in Division 5 of the Northamptonshire Cricket League, the 
highest level the club has played, the First XI were competitive throughout the 
season, but ultimately finished fifth as the top two sides, both new to the NCL, 
proved too strong, whilst despite a strong showing in the T20 cup, winning 3 out 
of 4 games, we were narrowly edged out of a knock-out place. 

Harry Penberthy amassed an incredible 1,410 runs across league and cup 
games, including four centuries, more than 250 more than anybody else in the 
NCL, and the highest single season tally in 14 years. Adil Mahmood joined the 
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club this year and starred with 49 wickets, the highest in Division 5. 
The Seconds found life tougher in Division 9, falling on the wrong end of 

several narrow defeats. Johhny Goodson and Mark Cooper led the way with the 
bat, whilst captain Ben Packman took 22 wickets. 

The season started with John Chapman celebrating 50 years of playing 
cricket in the village, and he finished it as the Thirds leading wicket taker, also 
with 22, as they also finished mid-table, whilst individual performance of the year 
went to Andy Weissenberger who smashed a remarkable 152 in the final game, 
only his second for the club. 

Our All Stars and Dynamos junior programmes went from strength to 
strength in the first half of the summer, with over 50 youngsters attending Friday 
night sessions, and plenty of parents supporting. 

We are eager to increase our junior offering to include hard ball teams in 
older age groups between 11-15, but require some extra coaches to do so, if 
anyone would be interested in coaching, or assisting coaches at the club, please 
get in touch. 

Several successful social events were held throughout the year, benefiting 
from our refurbished lounge and bar area, culminating with our Presentation 
evening held in October, celebrating the season. 

Following two busy winters of works to the pavilion with first the new kitchen 
and then lounge works, this winter will be a quieter one as we look to replenish 
club funds for upcoming projects, as we look to continue to improve facilities for 
members and guests alike. 

As part of this we are launching a new sponsorship drive ahead of the 2025 
season, with a range of different packages available, and would welcome any 
possible support from local businesses. 

Equally on the playing side, we are always on the lookout for potential 
players to join us, and if you’re new to the village, or fancy giving cricket a go, we 
welcome players of all abilities. Winter indoor nets will start up around February, 
keep an eye on our socials for more details in the new year. 

Finally, our AGM will be held at 7.30pm on Monday January 20th, at 
Bugbrooke Rugby Club. All are welcome, both members and non-members 
alike. 

To get in touch with us on any club matters, either email 
on bugbrookecc@gmail.com, or message us on any of our social media 
channels, search Bugbrooke Cricket Club on Facebook and @bugbrookecc on 
Instagram. 

Poinsettias For the Church 
Anyone wishing to give Poinsettias towards decorating the Church this Christmas, 
please bring from 10am until 3pm on Saturday 7th December, whilst the church is 
open. 

 Otherwise any Saturday after that up to Christmas. Many thanks to everyone. 
Kaye  
 

mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
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Diary   

December   

1 11.00 Football Club Christmas Faye ⚽ 

1 16:00 Tree of Light Service Ch 

5 13:00 Carers’ Cafe SS 

5 14:00 West Northants Council - Cost of Living Roadshow Drop-in BC 

6 19.30 Friends of St Michaels - Wine Tasting CC 

7 19.30 Tribute Band for Madness Called Gladness ⚽ 

9 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

9 14:00 U3A CC 

11 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

13,14 19.30 Heyford Singers' Christmas Concert  NHVH 

20 18:30 Santa’s flying visit  

  January   

8 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

12  BEWG Litter pick  

11  History Group Walk - Agriculture in the village - John Perkins   

13 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

15 19:30 
History Group - Alex Higginbottom from The Canal and River 
Trust 

Zoom 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

20 19:30 Bugbrooke Cricket Club - AGM ⚽ 

24-26  RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch,  

27 19:45 Flower Society - AGM and Social Evening NHVH 

31  Deadline for redeeming of OAP vouchers  

February   

5 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

7 18.30 Football Club - Race Night ⚽ 

8 19.30 Football Club - Comedy Night ⚽ 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel,  CC - Community Centre,  Ch - Church 

 ⚽ - Football Club,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,   

SS - Sunday School 

Community Living Rooms:  

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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