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It’s a quiet time of year and that is reflected in the reduced 
number of pages in this issue of your village magazine. 
Hopefully there will be more activity and events for you to 
report on as we move into Spring and Summer. 

It was a year ago that we published an important announcement concerning the 
future of Bugbrooke LINK Magazine, which highlighted the decreasing volume of 
contributions and the increasing cost of printing. 

Our financial position has been stabilised with support from the Parish Council 
and there are times when we have more than enough copy. However, we frequently 
have fewer pages of copy than are required and that seems to have been a feature 
for quite some time now. 

The magazine is produced with a great deal of effort from the committee and 
input from regular contributors and advertisers but it is obvious to me that we are not 
connecting with a majority of the community as much and as often as we would like. 

What I’m getting at is that the future and health of this publication is not 
guaranteed and we do need the support that has been requested and highlighted so 
often in this leading article. It would not be a bad time to make a resolution to plan 
ahead and contribute regularly. 
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If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The children’s play area near to the Primary School has had a makeover with some 
new equipment and enhancements to the surface in the area to make it more 
appealing. This area is open from dawn until dusk only, this is to discourage its use 
in the evening and any subsequent damage. The play area on the playing fields is 
next on the list. The new/replacement equipment has been ordered already due to 
long lead times and it is hoped that this project will be completed before the 
Summer. 

At this time of the year the Council sets a budget for next which is quite an 
involved process. It is a matter of looking at this year’s spend, adding in projects we 
intend to deliver eg play equipment and factor in cost of living rises in services we 
deliver eg street lighting and grass mowing. Once a budget figure is agreed we than 
apply for a precept (funding) from WNC which appears as part of your Council Tax 
bill you will receive in March. This year the budget is neutral as it is in line with 
inflation, increasing by 6.8%. This means that increase for a Band D property from 
the parish council precept is £8.42 over the year.  

The Council has signed up for the County’s Speedwatch scheme once again in 
2024. This scheme is run by volunteers with the endorsement of the Police who 
provide the equipment used. This is also backed up by visits from Traffic Police 
Officers who can and have issued tickets for motoring offences committed in the 
village. If anybody wants to volunteer to help the scheme then please get in touch 
with the Clerk. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Councillor Adam Brown, West Northamptonshire 
Councillor for Bugbrooke 
Firstly, a happy new year to everyone in Bugbrooke. Whatever our different 
experiences of 2023, I hope that the year ahead will be a positive one for the village. 
While there will be a general election, and an election for the office of 
Northamptonshire’s Police, Fire and Crime Commissioner, at West 
Northamptonshire Council we will be getting on with the job in hand without being 
distracted by events elsewhere. 

By the time this edition of The Link reaches your home, consultation on the 
Council’s draft budget for 2024/25 will have closed and we will be fast approaching 
adoption of our new budget. West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) is a huge 
operation, employing more than 2,500 people and with budgets totalling just over 
£1bn! Despite a period of high inflation and severe financial pressures, the Council 
has managed to put together a draft budget that protects services and balances the 
books. More investment will be going into road repairs, social housing, ambitious 
environmental projects and our leisure centres. 2024 will also see the completion of 
the first phases of Northampton’s regeneration projects, with the highlight being the 
refurbished Market Square reopening in late Summer. 

A Rural Business Grants programme is set to support businesses in the most 
rural parts of West Northamptonshire. Launched by our Council using Government 
funding, the programme provides up to 50% of equal match-funding of between 
£2,500 and £100,000 to businesses located in designated rural areas within West 

about:blank
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Northamptonshire. Grants can be used to support the building and equipment of 
projects, for example converting a farm building for an alternative business use such 
as a business hub, wedding venue or for hospitality; growing rural tourism; the 
acquisition of food and drink processing equipment; or the purchase of commercial 
equipment to increase productivity. If you know of a business that may be interested 
in this funding then please put them in contact with me. 

Over the course of 2024 I will continue to attend Bugbrooke Parish Council 
meetings (diary permitting!) and work on behalf of local residents on everything from 
traffic issues to social care, to the flooding issues on Camp Hill, and of course those 
pesky potholes. I’m also coordinating discussions between WNC and Bugbrooke St 
Michael’s FC to try and secure funding for their facilities in the village which, if 
successful will be a real step forward for the football club and what they can offer to 
Bugbrooke and the surrounding area. 

If ever you have a Council-related issue then please do not hesitate to get in 
contact with me via methods below. 
Cllr Adam Brown 
Tel: 07714 255077 Email: Adam.brown@westnorthants.gov.uk 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We held our annual wine tasting on 8th December. It was both very successful as a 
fund-raising event, and most enjoyable as a social one. On the money side it made 
us a profit of £645 (well up on last year’s figure of £530, which I had thought good at 
the time). On the social side it was simply a great evening. Much of the thanks must 
go to Brian Berwick, who hosted the evening, and kept us entertained in his own 
inimitable style. Thanks also to Peter and Wendy Barton, who donated one of wines, 
having brought it all the way back from Spain (it was a white Rioja, and very good 
too). Further thanks to everyone who helped make the evening such a success: 
seeing to the refreshments, the raffle, pouring the wine etc; and indeed to everyone 
who supported us by buying tickets and coming out on a dark winter’s evening. 

 Just a reminder that we are a charity whose purpose is to raise funds to keep 
the village’s historic church in repair. There is no need to be a church goer to 
become a member. Membership costs just £5 a year per person. If you are  
interested in becoming a member please  contact me (tel 01604 830933). 
Jim Inch 

Christmas Wrapping For Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
Mary Berwick would like to thank everyone who contributed to her Christmas Gift 
Wrapping Initiative to help raise money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. 

A total of £460.00 was raised. Thanks again for your wonderful support. 
Mary Berwick 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room took a break over the holidays but will be back in full 
swing by the time you read this. 

The weekly timetable remains the same – There is a schedule in the LINK Diary 
on the back inside page of this issue. All the sessions are open to anyone – most 
people come for a cup of tea, bit of cake and a chat, but we also have a few keen 
board game players. 

We are grateful to West Northants Council for once again giving us a grant to 
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help cover running costs over the 
winter. The Living Room is run 
entirely by unpaid volunteers, and 
the refreshments are also largely 
donated, however there are heating 
and other costs to cover.  It’s really 
helpful that the Parish Council 
doesn’t need to pay for all of this 
out of our budget. 

It’s also good news that West 
Northants Council Customer 
Service team have confirmed they 
will continue to do monthly drop-ins 
at Bugbrooke Chapel. These are 
the dates for the first half of 2024 – 
details of the queries they can help 
with are on the poster, and they will 
be at the Chapel from 2:00pm – 
3:30pm. 

Thursday      25th January, 
Thursday      22nd February 
Thursday      28th March 
Thursday      25th April   
Thursday      23rd May, 
Thursday     27th June 

Jane Wood 

The Wednesday Club 
 Our Autumn meetings  included a 
lunch in the Sunday School room prepared  by our helpers (many thanks to those who 
helped in various ways), a demonstration of Indian cookery (with tasters) and an 
informative talk from The Air Ambulance Service.  During December we rounded off the 
year with a festive afternoon tea with entertainment and also a trip to Wicksteed Park 
for their Christmas lunch and musical show. 

By the time this edition arrives on your doorstep we will have commenced our New 
Year programme  with our first meeting on 31st January, followed by our A.G.M. on 
14th February. We have several speakers booked for 2024, and we will, as usual, 
celebrate Easter with lunch in the Sunday School room, and also enjoy a trip out when 
the weather gets warmer. 

We are a very sociable group and meet every two weeks in the Sunday School 
room from  2 p.m. to 4 p.m.  New members are always welcome and transport within 
the village can be arranged at a small cost if needed.  If you would like to join us or 
require further information please call Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 
830671.   
Shirley Richards 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
I’ve been writing these articles for two years and it’s great to see how far we have come 
as a club since then. Our membership has grown and we have been able to enjoy loads 
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of friendly matches and take part in county competitions, along with lots of practice 
games. 

Like many local sports groups, we rely so much on the time, goodwill and effort 
of our members for maintenance, fundraising, organising and encouraging new 
players. To everyone who has contributed to our success, thank you. 

A lot of work has been undertaken to improve the facilities within the bowls 
ground, so that we can accommodate changing rooms and seating areas for 
ourselves and visitors. Our new pavilion (it was a works portacabin but we’ve made 
improvements!) is looking great and will prove to be extremely useful. The lightweight 
gazebos that were used to such good effect last year will come out again until we 
can raise funds for the recently permitted log cabin to sit alongside the existing 
clubhouse. 

Many of our visitors have said how much they enjoy coming to Bugbrooke 
Bowls Club, in large part due to the friendly welcome and relaxed atmosphere that 
flows I think from the less formal set up we have compared to some other clubs. We 
don’t have the resources and elite players found elsewhere but this means we have 
to be imaginative in how we raise and spend funds and make the most of all our 
members. 

What this means for you is the chance to play regularly, even if you’re just 
starting out, a great time on and off the green (with our social events) and the chance 
to contribute to our success in 2024 and beyond. Our first open day will be towards 
the end of April or the start of May and there will be more details in the April 2024 
LINK. 

Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to 
join us. Please come and meet me and the committee and members at our AGM in 
the Committee Room at the Community Centre on Wednesday 7th February 2024 
(6.30 for 7.00 pm start). 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 

Village Profile 
Simon Willers – Local Electrician and Village Quiz Master 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
Yes! Mum and Dad moved to Bugbrooke after they were 
married, to Smitherway and when I was two years old we 
moved to Beech Close. I met my wife Nicola at school and my 
mother-in-law always said that we used to walk out of 
Playgroup holding hands, we then met up in later life, we were 
married in 2010 and we have a daughter called Libby. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes, I enjoyed growing up in Bugbrooke with my older brother 
Darren, I attended Bugbrooke Playgroup (now the Pre-School) 
Bugbrooke Primary and Campion school. During my time at 
Primary, I was often chosen to play Joseph in the Nativity and then made it as one of 
the ugly sisters at Campion, I do like to entertain! 
Have you always worked as an electrician? 
My dad Ashley had his own electrical business so when I left school I started as his 
apprentice. Dad had the job of installing the churchyard lights and I was the first 
person to turn them on. I also worked behind the bar in the Bakers Arms. I once 
completed an application form to become a Butlins Red Coat but I never sent it off, 
but I have no regrets. 
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When did you start Simon’s Disco? 
I was at a Party at Bugbrooke Football Club and I said to my dad that I wouldn’t mind 
trying that, being a DJ, I was 14 years old. Dad said he would buy me the kit but if he 
did I would have to stick at it and it wasn’t just a ‘flash in the pan’ idea, so off we went 
to Cash Converters and he bought me some second hand disco kit. My first disco 
was for the Bugbrooke Brownies at the Sunday School, I was that nervous that I 
didn’t even stand up, I sat behind my kit and just peeped over the top. Since then, I 
gradually got more confident and would stand in front of my kit showing everyone the 
dance moves. My last disco was in 2010 for my niece Charley. 
How did you get into pub quizes? 
It all started when my friend Spen and I took over the regular Bakers Arms quiz night 
for Graham and Rose, we do lots of charity events and now do a regular quiz at the 
Foresters Arms in Nether Heyford. 

During COVID my late mother-in-law Adele suggested that I do an online quiz for 
the village, when we first started there were over 600 devices tuned in and it stayed 
at an average of around 200 per week, I used to dress up in various outfits to 
entertain everyone and it certainly brought the village together during a difficult time. 
What is your favourite food? 
Spaghetti Bolognese and Heinz tomato soup which I always had when I visited my 
Nan and Pap. 

I love cooking, especially a Sunday roast and I always cook the Christmas dinner. 
Do you have any hobbies? 
I enjoy playing Golf, Darts and being socially active in drinking establishments. I am 
a big fan of musicals and my favourite is ‘Starlight Express’, I like to watch live bands 
and I have seen Robbie Williams six or seven times. We have a trailer tent and enjoy 
camping as a family. 
Do you have any pets? 
Yes, two cats, two chickens and two rabbits. 
Who/what are you most proud of? 
My daughter Libby, and I am very proud that I managed to bring the village together 
during COVID. 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 

Poppy Appeal 2023 
2023 was a better year for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal as they put some 
QR codes on collecting tins, for the first time, for those who wanted to donate by 
phone rather than contribute cash. The Legion and I would very much like to thank 
every person who gave to this year’s appeal. Villagers donated at sites like the 
Stores, the Wharf, Baker’s Arms and other outlets in the village including Philippa’s, 
Badgers Café and Harben Hair. In addition both Schools put out boxes and collection 
tins. We also received an extra cheque from our local Parish Church which was very 
much appreciated. A special thank you also goes to the enthusiastic staff and kind 
customers of the PetStop, who performed superbly once again this year. Many 
bought some large knitted poppies that were kindly donated for sale in Bugbrooke 
this year too. The final sum raised by these outlets for the village of Bugbrooke, was 
£1434.19, (including QR code donations for the first time) which is substantially 
higher than  last year’s total of £798.06. 

This total though does include those kind people who went online – like The 
Parish Council that generously paid the Legion directly (who purchased a wreath 
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once again) or those who gave to the Church collection for the R.B.L. on 
Remembrance Sunday (12th November) at Bugbrooke Parish Church. The Royal 
British Legion wishes to thank everyone as it remembers the sacrifice made during 
wartime and gives help to those involved, injured or bereaved by the effects of war. 
John Perkins (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 

Bugbrooke Community Lottery 
Hello from BCL 

We started working on the idea of a Village Lottery a year ago as a way of raising 
money for the people of Bugbrooke. After lots of meetings, discussions and work 
from all of the committee and from our sponsor SBB Creative (Web design) our first 
draw took place in August 2023 with a group of supporters encouraged with Bucks 
Fizz! 

November saw the first meeting of our Awards Committee, three new members 
joining purely to oversee and bring an independent view on how the Grant Fund 
should be spent. 

As  from the end of December we have given out £1300 in prizes and  £710 in 
grant donations.  Our donations page is now up on the website showing exactly who 
we have given a grant to. A lovely wide range of nominations. A special chocolate 
themed thank you, an education grant. We are providing a family with transport in 
March and we have supported a carer with a son with specific needs and a gift for his 
sibling. 

We would like to thank the Parish Council who have given us a grant. Their 
support is much appreciated as well as their understanding of our ethos and aims. 
This will help with our annual expenses and marketing so keeping more money in the 
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 pot after our standard minimal monthly charges. 
As we go into 2024 we hope to grow our online supporters. Purchasing chances 

to win every month gives us a regular income to work with, you can obviously cancel 
at any time and purchase more at any time! 

Cash sales will continue on certain days in the Community Cafe and we hope to 
see you out and about at village events. 

Our December winners are Larry & Loopy £150, Rainbow2 £90, DA Eldred £60. 
Congratulations and thank you for your support! 
REMEMBER!  Anyone can join, family, friends, work mates. Spread the word, 

winnings can go anywhere, grant fund stays firmly in the village. 
Please point anyone in need to our grant application page on the website, or 

nominate someone yourself. 
Happy New Year! 

Chris Carter & all of the BCL Committee. 
www.playbcl.org, Hellobcl@yahoo.com 

Badgers Classic and Sportscar Group  
 By the time this goes to press we would have held our second meeting on the 17th 
January at the Wharf. Things have developed well and new members to the group 
have been added from surrounding areas as well as Bugbrooke. We have opened 
this up to Nether Heyford with an article about the group being sent to the Prattler. 
Just to emphasise we would welcome people to our group who have an interest not 
only with cars on four wheels but also classic motor bikes on two wheels. Indeed we 
have members on two wheels already joined the group. You do not even have to own 
a classic car or motor cycle to take part you just have an interest in them. We would 
be pleased to see you at any meeting or events taking place during this year.  

http://www.playbcl.org/
mailto:Hellobcl@yahoo.com
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  One of our first official event shows will be at Leamington Spa on 16th June. 
This is open as a free of charge event for the public and held in the main public park, 
Jephson gardens in Leamington. There is a charge for exhibiting cars of around ten 
pounds to be confirmed which includes passengers. This is a great day out for the 
public with live musical entertainment on all day from 10pm until 3pm. 

 Last year there were two hundred and eighty classic cars on show. I have 
managed to secure spaces for around six to ten of our cars at the event and should 
have more information in January. The organizers are looking forward to hosting our 
group for the first time. As this is a free of charge event for the public it would be good to 
see people from Bugbrooke turning up to support the event. The show is organised by 
the Rotary club which raised over five thousand pounds for charity last year. Fingers 
crossed we get good weather on the day this year, I have attended twice before and 
been lucky. 
Dates for your diary 

Stoneleigh Park  MG and Triumph spares day  Sunday 11th February.  
Stony Strafford  classic car meet street parking Sunday 2nd June individual cars 

cost £5. 
Turvey House Bedfordshire Sunday 9th June Classic and Retro show  10am -4pm 

cars set up 8am -9.30am.  
Leamington  Cars at the Spa  Sunday 16th June 10am - 4pm all cars set up by 

9.30am  Badgers group event  cost to be confirmed. 
Kimbolten Country fair and classic car show  Sunday 14th July  more details to 

follow. 
 We are looking forward to a really good first year as part of the Bugbrooke 

community. If you would like further details about us please 
email tonyin@mail.com also visit our facebook page Badger automotive classics.  
Tony Inwood 

Bugbrooke WI 
I am writing this at the end of December looking forward to another year of friendship, 
entertainment and education with the emphasis strongly on friendship. 
Since I last wrote we have enjoyed an excellent Christmas lunch at “The Sun” in 
Kislingbury and a very merry Christmas party organised by the Committee where we 
reverted to being 6 years old. It was a good job our children couldn’t see us. 
We are starting 2024 with our lighthearted quiz then, in February, Robert Agar-Hutton 
will be taking us on a journey to the ancient art of Tai Chi and will talk about Wellness 
and Self Defence. 

The January and February meetings start at 2pm to enable us and our speakers to 
get home in daylight. 

March brings our Annual General Meeting and Sami Tutch and Teejay Tutchener-
Sty les wi l l  enter tain us with a br ief  his tory of tat tooing. 
The rest of the programme for this year is a work in progress but it is sure to be varied 
and informative. 

We will continue our Crafty Chatter meetings in members’ homes and, hopefully, 
our seasonal lunches at local venues which have proved a great success so far. 

For further information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 
317398. 
Brenda Astell   

mailto:tonyin@mail.com
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
As the new year starts to get into full flow, the countdown to the new cricket season 
is now underway as we tick off the days until we go back to the field at the Doc White 
Ground. 

 Our pre-season training gets underway from January 31st, with indoor nets 
taking place at Duston School on Wednesday nights from 8pm til 9:30pm.  

 We're always welcoming of new players, so if you're new to the area and 
looking for a new club, looking to take up the sport again after a break or looking to 
start something completely new, we are welcoming of players of all abilities and 
ages. 

 Feel free to come along if you'd like to join, or for more information get in touch 
with our cricket Chairman Graham Derby on 07763 928528, or contact the club 
on bugbrookecc@gmail.com. 

 Our Northamptonshire Cricket League fixtures for the new season are now 
online at bugbrooke.play-cricket.com, with the First XI in Division 5, the highest level 
the club has played at in the 22 year history of the NCL, the campaign getting 
underway on April 27, whilst the Second and Third XI begin their seasons in Div 9 
and 13 respectively, two weeks later on May 11. 

We look forward to unveiling our new look pavilion and lounge ahead of the new 
season following extensive winter refurbishment, with a range of pre-season social 
events to kick off 2024, more details will be available on our social media platforms, 
@BugbrookeCC on twitter and Instagram, and search Bugbrooke Cricket Club on 
Facebook. 

As well as playing members, we're also welcoming of social members, who 
would like to join and enjoy our new look facilities, and spend those summer 
evenings in 'the best garden in Bugbrooke'. 

For more information on any aspect of the club, please get in touch with us, 
either on our social platforms, or by email bugbrookecc@gmail.com.  
Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our November Zoom meeting was John Perkins' talk on the Coronation Oath. 

I had no idea that so much was involved in the speaking and interpreting of the 
Coronation Oath. It was spoken by King Charles at his coronation in May 2023, but I 
certainly didn’t stop to analyse or even to listen carefully. And this is important. The 
wording has been carefully evolved and adapted to stay relevant to the world we live 
in today. If that does not happen then it is meaningless jargon, which personally I 
feared that it was. But no, every word has significance. From 1688 the Oath has had 
almost the same basis. It was made a legal document which protects the succession. 
It has been altered to include all the countries of the United Kingdom, and to protect 
all protestant reformed christians, preventing Roman Catholics from any dominance. 
The sovereign has to agree to the terms that are used, for example, George V 
wanted less negativity against Roman Catholics, and now the term is Defender of all 
Faiths, not just one. There was so much of interest in this talk it would be foolish of 
me to try to sum it up, but thank you John, for a most enlightening presentation. 
December 30th. 
Shall we? Or shall we not? It's time for the Winter History Group Walk. Weather is 
always a problem, not only in winter. There's an extra problem today. The towpath is 
very muddy. It is best to avoid accidents, so instead of walking BY the canal we 

mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
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might walk TO the bridge where there is a firmer surface on which to stand, OR we 
might walk from the car park to 1 High Street for our seasonal snacks and get 
together. John, our historian will then enlighten us on the history of the canal while 
we stay comfortably seated, warm dry and fed. 

In fact we were lucky with the weather. The rain stopped when we reached the 
canal and learned about the history of its position and its construction, not forgetting 
Boudica and the Roman legions camping and fighting close by. Too cold to stay 
listening for too long, so back through the village and the rest of the talk at No 1 High 
Street. Thank you and well done to those who came on the walk, and thank you John 
for your knowledge and skilful lecturing. 

If you are interested in our March meeting, it is about the identification of 
artifacts found in Northamptonshire, a talk by an archivist from Northampton 
Museum. 
Contact me if you wish to join on Zoom. 
Pat Kent, secretary: email frksp6@gmail.com 

Manoeuvres at Birds Hill Farm 1940s 
A second article written in 2005 by Stan Clark of recollections on this the 80th 
anniversary of the Normandy landings in WW2. 
 Today on this Friday morning of the 21-10-2005, Peter Bird came to see me and to 
collect one of his books on farming that he had lent to me. 

He was to tell me about, one of his experiences of a time during the 1940s 
when living up on the farm up Scurf, known as Birds Hill Farm, he said that they were 
awakened early one morning between half two to three in the morning, by the 
clattering of tanks, along with the noises of their engines, when the first morning light 
came, and they could see what was going on, the fields surrounding their farm were 
full of Tanks and soldiers, Peter told me that when his father Hector, went out to 
fetch the cows in for milking, they were already in the cowshed being milked by the 
army, an officer was to approach Mr Bird, and was to tell him that for the time being 
the Army was taking over the farm, along with anything that they may require from it, 
with no questions asked, the officer said that anything that he requisitioned would be 
wrote down on an Army Form, and Mr Bird could put in a claim for whatever, and that 
he would be paid for everything that was taken. 

Peter said all the milk along with the eggs, anything that could be eaten or used 
they took, Mr Bird was to get really concerned when the Army opened up the Potato 
Clamp, and started to eat them, The officer was to keep telling Mr Bird all will be 
reimbursed (if the Germans were to have come it would have been a different 
scenario). 

Peter said that when one of the officers was to see the flitches of bacon 
hanging on the kitchen wall, his eyes were to light up, Peter said that during the 
period the army stayed the officers were to sit down at their table eating fried eggs 
and bacon every morning, Hector, Peter’s father, had to write down about the bacon 
as well as the Milk, Potatoes, etc that was taken and eaten. 

Peter said they had just turned off the road and through the hedges to get onto 
the fields, where they had tried to get through a gateway they had knocked down one 
of the gateposts, they were to stay for about for about two weeks, they had tanks on 
the top of both of the hills on the Downs, and along the ridge to Little Lift Farm, of Mr 
Gilkes. 

Peter said that his father told him years later, that the Army at the time were on 
manoeuvres, stretching from South Oxfordshire, into Buckinghamshire, through 
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Northamptonshire, and on into the County of Rutland,     
Along with these tanks were hundreds of infantry soldiers, they all had to live off 

the land, as they were told to do so, I suppose they were getting ready for the 
Normandy Landing, or such likes, as most things were kept secret in those days and 
not talked about. 

 Even being a few years younger than Peter, I personally remember many tanks 
travelling through Bugbrooke, or being in the field at the back of the school (The 
Close), along with the soldiers sleeping in the school. 
 S.J.Clark. 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Since our last LINK article was written, we have had another very successful Air 
Ambulance collection day at the community centre. This is such a worthwhile local 
cause with all the donated items being carefully sorted by a team of volunteers at 
their warehouse in Daventry. We have another collection day provisionally booked 
for Friday 19 April 2024. 

We also held our final litterpick of 2023 around the Kislingbury Road/Campion 
area. We’ve been trying out monthly litterpicks, but the turnout has been fairly low. 
We are keen to continue with the litterpicks as it has the twin benefits of helping the 
village look clean and well cared for, plus keeping our rubbish out of the environment 
where it can cause harm to wildlife. We are going to switch to every other month, 
with the next litterpick on Sunday 4 February. 

In 2023, Bugbrooke Parish Council successfully tried ‘No Mow May’. This 
popular initiative was started by the charity Plantlife, because having longer grass 

The brook looking very high in January. Picture by Jim Inch 
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and wildflowers in place of a close-mown lawn benefits wildlife and cleans the air 
(plants can draw pollutants from the air).  The ‘cut and drop’ method of grass-cutting, 
on the other hand, feeds the grass by leaving the clippings in place and chops off 
other plants before they are able to flower or set seed. 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group members then met with the local 
Wildlife Trust to get some expert advice on how grassy areas in the village could be 
managed differently on a more long term basis. They told us: 

Always mow in late July/early August and in spring if needed. 
In summer the clippings should be left in place for a few days to drop seed and 

then be taken away to prevent feeding the grass. Grass likes fertile soil, whereas 
most wildflowers prefer poor soil. 

Ideally clippings (or ‘arisings’) would be put somewhere unobtrusive nearby to 
compost down. This will provide a different type of wildlife habitat. 

Leaving areas to grow long and cutting annually is the best approach for wildlife 
in the longer term, even though it means mowing when some plants are still in flower. 

If grassland is left unmown it will revert to scrub as plants like blackthorn and 
brambles take hold and eventually become woodland, which of course can be great, 
but we want our grassy areas to be more like a meadow than a wood. 

We used this advice to develop a new Grassland Management Plan for 
Bugbrooke, which was approved by the Parish Council in November. You can find 
this on the Parish Council website, or use the contact details below to request a 
paper copy. 

Five areas have been identified to trial the new mowing regime. Each one would 
have a mown border and paths cut through the longer areas to create interest and a 
cared-for look. These areas are (also marked in red on the map): 

Smitherway/Shepherds Walk 
Waggoners Way/Homestead Drive 
Almond Close/Lime Grove 
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Lime Grove/Beech Close 
Corner of Church Lane opposite West End junction 
We hope that residents of Bugbrooke will support this change. Older 

generations will remember that there used to be more insects around than there are 
now. There are lots of reasons why invertebrate numbers have declined, but 
providing areas of long grass and wildflowers where creatures such as bees, 
butterflies and grasshoppers can live, feed and complete their lifecycles is one way 
we as a community can help to reverse the trend. 

In the spring and summer we would love some help with raking up the clippings 
if there are any willing volunteers. 

Meetings of the Environmental Working Group are open to all – we usually meet 
on the first Wednesday of each month. Our March meeting is on Wednesday 6 
March, at 7.30 in the Community Centre. 

Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) and Clare Slater 
(clareslater.bpc@gmail.com)  
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

FOBS (Friends of Bugbrooke School)  
The circus is back!  We are thrilled that Happy's Circus is visiting Bugbrooke once 
again later this year.  Please save the date, Thursday May 23rd, and visit www.pta-
events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool to buy your tickets now.  Our discounted 
early bird price at the start of February is £8 a ticket. From Saturday 10th February 
the full price is £10 per ticket.   Children aged 2 and over need a ticket  (under 2s can sit 

on laps and are free) and all children must be accompanied by an adult. There will be 
food and drink on sale and plenty for the children to do before the show starts at 6pm 
on Bugbrooke Playing Fields. 
We would also like to say a big 'thank you' to everyone who helped make our 
Christmas Fete such a success.  Special thanks to the star guest, Bugbrooke Santa, 
and his helpers for coming along.    

Please keep an eye on the noticeboard outside the top gate of the Primary 
School or follow us on the main social media platforms to keep up-to-date with our 
upcoming events.   

If you would like to get involved or can help in anyway, don't hesitate to contact 
us.  friendsofbugbrookeschoolpta@outlook.com  

Family Announcement 
Dave Marshall — Jean, Rachael, Ruth and the wider family deeply appreciate the 
kindness and support from our Bugbrooke friends and the generous donations made 
in Dave's memory. We would like to thank the Reverend Nic Edwards who took 
Dave's funeral service, assisted by Mrs Maureen Hale.  

 
 

about:blank
about:blank
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool
http://www.pta-events.co.uk/friendsofbugbrookeschool
mailto:friendsofbugbrookeschoolpta@outlook.com
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Answers to the Christmas  Quiz 
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Services and Events at  

St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep  

up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events.  

The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury 

and Rothersthorpe. 

 

 Sunday Services – 9.30am 

1st Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 6:00pm Sunday@6 

2nd Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

4th Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

 

14th February  Ash Wednesday   7:00pm  Venue to be confirmed 
 

 

Regular events 

Monday          Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’ 10am to 11:30am 

 Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)   8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer 10am to 11am 

Thursday  Family Morning in the Church Rooms  9am to 11am  

 - a time for parents and tots - Term time only   
                                            

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 815496 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a brief 

message and your telephone number, and a member of the team 

will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  
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Community Living Rooms:  Monday: 10:00-11:30 - Bugbrooke Church  

Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House, Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke 

Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards)  

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel, CC - Community Centre, Ch - Church, FC - Football Club, JH - Jubilee House, 

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall, PS - Primary School, SS - Sunday School 

Diary   

February   

4  BEWG - Litterpick  

5 14:00 WI - Tai Chi  FC 

7 19:00 Bowls Club AGM CC 

7 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

19 14:00 U3A CC 

12 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

14 14:00 Wednesday Club AGM SS 

22 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team Drop-in BC 

28 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

March   

4 19:30 WI - AGM and a History of Tattooing FC 

6 19:30 Environmental Working Group  CC 

11 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

13 19:30 History Group - Identification of recently found artifacts  Zoom 

13 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

18 14:00 U3A CC 

27 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

28 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team Drop-in BC 

April 

8 19:30 WI  FC 
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