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GOING STIR-CRAZY? We Know How You Feel! &®

YOUR NEW AUTUMN

gty ART CLAS

ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS TO IMPROVERS
WILL LOVE THIS COURS_F!_

=AM 3
» Learn impressive new skills 115 ;’-’-‘.

« Fun, casy, step-by-step
* 3 hour sessions, morning
or afternoon, for 3%2 months
» Time to get Arty and enjoy
a fun social life again!
*» Make The Seasons your
favourite day of the week

IT'S TIME TO GET BACK TO LIFE AND HAVE SOME FUN AGAIN!
HAVE SOMETHING TO REALLY LOOK FORWARD TO EVERY WEEK!

Its brilkant, nov IUs 50 nice to meet "Don't miss out You wiil
Hean draw my such fabulous fove this course!
grandchidrenifl new peaple



Bugbrooke LINK Magazine
(Issue 246), June 2024
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft

We held our AGM in May and | presented the following
Chairman’s Report.

The year for LINK started by reporting on the King’'s
Coronation and then we followed the seasons on the front cover with the Summer
Fete, the harvest, an autumn day, a festive design and a stunning picture of the
setting sun at the Old Crown.

The volume of contributions has been up and down, with two magazines at 52
pages but one issue with only 40 pages. Overall, there’s been a really good variety
and quality of content and the Village Profile series has been continued very
successfully by Linda.

We are fortunate that some organisations like the Cricket Club and Scouts are
regular, long-standing contributors and that there are new groups now reporting such
as the Classic and Sports Car Group, the Environmental Working Group and the
Bugbrooke Community Lottery.

One off articles, like the Potted History of the Squash Court at Cornhill, are
generally well received as they can be so informative and different to what is
normally in the magazine.

In the August issue we acknowledged Tony Pace for everything he did for

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish boundary
of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in accordance with the
Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May.

Chairman Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane
Treasurer/Vice Chairman Jim Inch, 16a High Street

Production & Website Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard
Advertising Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands
Adverts Production Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive
Submissions Pat Kent, 1 High Street

Profile Linda Hartgroves, 5 Link Way

E-mail to bugbrookelink@gmail.com

Web site address www.bugbrookelink.co.uk

Deadline for August issue 1st July 2024

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by our
contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or omissions
in the factual content of the information.

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are not
necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not
necessarily endorsed by the LINK Management Committee.

Front Page: Nick Howard'’s picture of the Northern Lights over Bugbrooke 11th May
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f | have a problem...Who should | contactm

5. To contact the Police; call 999 in an emergency. Non —urgent matters can be
reported at www northants police uk or call 101

To report a problem with Streetlights, Community Centre or Primary School
playgrounds, Litter & Dog Bins — Bugbrooke Parish Council, Please email
parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil org or call 01604 832 838. Please give
exact details of the issue & location

For faults on the Highway - potholes, traffic signs/ traffic lights - West
Northamptonshire Council. Report online via the street doctor service visit:
https //fixmystreet. northamptonshire. gov. uk

For Street Name Signs, Litter and Street Cleansing, and Fly Tipping = West
Northamptonshire Council - hitps //www westnorthants gov uk/youl
councit/report

To report abandoned vehicles = E.LV.LS - 08456 121 999 or

elvisrecovery@northants police uk

> SANDY LANE PLANTS .\4
ARy
Quahty Garden Plants & Helpful Adv:ce

*Rockery plants *Climbers *Compost & more

*Bedding *Perennials *Trees *Shrubs

Sandy Lane is closed but we are OPEN

Drive carefully past the road closed signs

Harpole, Northants, NN7 4DG - 01604 831102

www.sandylaneplants.co.uk

|| Mention The Link to save 10% I
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Bugbrooke (including LINK) and for the communities in Africa that meant so much to
him and Sue.

As a committee, we were saddened to hear of the death of Sylvia Topliss and
pleased that Geoff is continuing to assist with the distribution of the village magazine.

We have been very fortunate that Bugbrooke Parish Councillors have continued
their incredible support and that the Parish Council has provided financial assistance
again so that LINK can be financially stable for the next couple of years.

In terms of succession and the future of LINK others need to come on to the
committee and take over in due course.

Producing six issues over the year involves a great deal of combined effort and |
would like to thank all members of the committee, the many and varied contributors
for their input and our advertisers for their support.

This is your village magazine and we would love to hear from you, even if it's
not a regular contribution. One easy way would be for you to send a ‘Family
Announcement’, with details of an event or celebration and some background on the
person. By adding a photo, this could be a great way of having a permanent record of
a special occasion.

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com.

Bugbrooke Church Fete - date for the diary

This year we are trying to miss the major sporting events and will hold the fete
on Saturday 13th July on the church field at 2pm. It will follow the usual traditional
format. We are wondering if there are any youngsters (or more mature folk) who
would like to sing, dance, play an instrument or just entertain.

Volunteers will be needed on the Friday evening to help put the marquees up,
Saturday morning to help with gazebos and tables and Saturday 4pm to dismantle
everything. Look out and please support the duck sellers beforehand. It would be
great to sell a record number this year although if the latest weather is anything to go
by the duck race will be over in record time. Please contact me on 830376 or
email janecausebrook@hotmail.com if you can help in any way.

Many thanks
Jane Causebrook and the fete committee

Parish Council Report

The vehicle activated speed sign (VAS) in Church Lane has been moved to West
End. On analysis of the data 90% of the traffic travelled at less than 35 MPH and
average speed was 31 MPH. Perception of traffic speed in the area was much higher
and it goes to show that the VAS was having an effect. It is now in the newly
introduced 20 MPH zone and will hopefully slow the traffic down.

Not many planning applications before the Council recently. There was one for
new automatic gates at Park Hall but we considered the design was not appropriate
for this sensitive area and so we posted objections to the designs. The Council is
very impressed with the new HQ building being built by Unusual Rigging at the
Wharf. The design is very striking and creates an excellent gateway to the village.

In April we held the Annual Parish meeting following the style we tried last year
of a Community Open Evening. Organisations from around the village were invited to
come and have a table to present to residents what they had to offer. We had many
clubs attending including Classic cars in the car park exhibited by the recently
formed Badgers Classic & Sports Car Group and kick boxing in the hall. The WI
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NAILS & BEAUTY TO ENVY|
HARBEN 791658 Sn ok, Northont N 38

Tel: 07775 697170
HAIR DESIGN Appointments not always necessary
Tuesday 8.30am - 12.00pm Ladies Beauty Salon
Wednesday 8.30am - 4.00pm Nail Extensions &
Thursday 8.30am - 6.00pm Beauty Treatments
Friday 8.30am - 7.00pm In Relaxing Surroundings

Saturday 8.00am - 1.00pm Waxing with Chocolate Wax
NSI Fully Sculptured Acrylic Nail

55b High Street Extensions or Overlays
BUGBROOKE ) i
NN7 3PG Nail Art available as well as

Coloured or Glitter Tips
Crushed Shells, Dried Flowers, Gems, efc

’ 2 e ray Tanning only £20%,
Gel Polish £18
(01604) 831795 Bridal Packages & Speci Occlitions

by appountment to avord disappoitncnt) Gift Vouchers Ava le

Covid Compliant

.' M Telephone: 01604 420210

WIS STSTERS LMITED

We are a dynamic company with aver 30 years experience in the manufacture of made to measure uPVC
windows, doors and conservatories including patio and bi-fold doors for domestic, business and trade clients.

The most up-to-date brand of uPVC profile on the market and Planitherm glass is your guarantee that our
products are of the finest quality and energy efficient
All our products are manufactured locally, in our own factory: Bay 2 Rothersthorpe Avenue Industrial Estate,
Morthampton, NN4 BIH and are installed by our own craftsmen. \We can also transform your home by
supplying and installing soffits, fascias and guttering

Wisit our website to find out maore or email us for a personal guotation.

IM Window Systems Limited

Aegistered Office; Glebe House Webbs Lane 32 Overstone Road Sywell Morthamptonshire NM& QAL

Emoil: enguiries@jmwindowsystems.co.uk Website: www. jmwindowsystemis.co.uk
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provided refreshments and of course
lots of cake! It was wonderful to see
many come along, and we hope to
| build on the success next year and
see even more local people coming to
look at what goes on in Bugbrooke.

3 Finally, the popular Community Living
Room (Warm Rooms) initiative has
continued this year thanks to a grant
f being awarded to the Council from
W WNC. At a recent meeting Kier who

look after Highways for WNCE

and representatives of theE & s

H - vics "t
Service desk attended and* g g
were answering questions for <2 — 55 Shenes il

those present. There are now —
often different agencies
attending and it is a wonderful & 550
social gathering, everyone is
always welcome so please do '
go along. b
Phil Bignell, Chairman, 01604
831688

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society

Our 50th anniversary year is well under way. We had a great evening with Michael
Monticello who told us fascinating stories of growing up in the Philippines. His
flowers were pretty special too.

On June 24th we have an Open Evening with National Demonstrator Katherine
Kear. Her title is Florabundance. Tickets are available from Maria Owen 01327
341783. Members £5 Visitors £10. This is sure to be a lovely evening with the
chance to win a beautiful arrangement in the raffle.

On July 8th we are looking forward to visiting Ravensthorpe Garden Centre with
tea and cakes and the opportunity to buy a few more plants (we can always find
room for another plant or two!). Please note it is the 2nd Monday of July not our usual
4th Monday.

Jane Barker

Bugbrooke St Michael FC

The End Of Season Report for Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club

Our 1st Team finished 10th in the UCL Premier Division South the best position the
club has achieved playing many players who have come through our youth section.
The Reserve Team came 6th in their League playing mainly young players. The
3rd Team finished mid table with a mixture of youth and established players.

Our Youth Section.



Your local supplier of Dog and
Cat Food, Accessories,
Wild Bird and Cage Bird Feed,
Poultry and Horse Feed,
Small Animal Feed.

Local delivery on bulk items

79-85 High Street, Bugbrooke
Tel. 01604 832702

Email: katie@northamptonpets.co.uk

DawnCollettHair  tel 07891265184

Hair Stylist

PRICE LIST {from)

Ladies '
Dry Cut £1700
Cut and Finish £2700
Full Head. f4500*
Highlights: £5500°*

* Prices include Cut and Finish

Men's
Cut 1000

emall: dawn@dawncolletthalr co.uh

Jubilee House. Meadway, Bugbrooke, Northampton, NN7 3RN
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HOME FROM HOME

LAUNDRY

07872 854224

Bugbrooke based laundry service,
we'll treat your laundry like our
own — Home from home.

Here for you if your machine has
broken, run out of drying space, or
just need more time in the day.
Next day delivery where possible,

home-from-home-laundry.sumupstore . com

Contactless payments accepted



Under 8s—Successful first season. Their highlight was reaching a cup Semi-
Final.

Under 9s - Another competitive season qualifying for the knockout phase of the
NDYAL Cup.

Under 11s White - Also qualified for the Knockout phase of the NDYAL Cup.

Under 11s Blue - Transitional season building towards very competitive football
winning the last 3 games.

Under 12s Black - A difficult season in the A. League an improvement in recent
weeks. Their season ended too soon.

Under 12s White - A strong end to the season securing B League status for the
next season ahead.

Under 13s - NDYAL Cup Finalists and still in the hunt for the A League title.

Under 14s - A strong season and still in the hunt for the A League title. Reached
the Semi-Final in the Northamptonshire County Cup.

Under 15s - Competitive season. Finished in the top 3 in the B League.

Under 16s - Competitive season in all competitions, ahead of the transition to
U18s next season.

U18s Sunday side - NDYAL cup finalists against our local rivals Heyford likely to
finish joint top of the A League.

U18s Black - Playing in the Northamptonshire Senior Youth League. NSYL
South Winners, David Joyce Cup Winners and the opportunity to win the Champions
play off, Still in the running for the Jayden Shield.

U18s White - Playing in the Northamptonshire Senior Youth League. improved
as the season progressed holding their own at this level.

Under 10s Girls - For their first season playing in competitive football they had
tremendous enjoyment and focused very well which bodes well for the next season.

Ul1ls Girls - They had a Strong Season competing well and progressing well in
cup games.

Ladies team - Well deserved NTFA Cup Winners for the second year running
and an opportunity to win the NWGFL Premier Division.

I would like to thank all the Managers/Coaches for their efforts in running all
these teams also a big thanks to the parents and Grandparents who take our players
to Training and the Games home and away, without this support we would not be
able to compete like we do.

Also if there is anyone interested in helping out with the club in any capacity
please don't hesitate to contact me.

Forthcoming Events At BSMFC

7th - 9th June Presentation Weekend

23rd June Girls Tournament

29th-30th June Boys Youth Tournament

As you can see there is not much rest for the main committee at the club with all
these events happening, and I'd like to take this opportunity to thank all the
committee members for their support and hard work they put in to making these
events happen. As | write this on Sunday 5th May we have just welcomed 48
German visitors from Voéhl who we are twinned with - 30 young footballers looking
forward to playing in Bugbrooke. This twinning has been going for 40 years and it
looks likely it will continue for a very long time seeing several young players greeting
each other as they had made friends last year in Vohl.

Will Marriott, President BSMFC Mobile number 07794125750


tel:07794125750

W&H PEACOCK

. 3 V‘l \ (-.' "'. - M 4
Auction Sales & Valuations
Valuation, collection and auction service
of individual items through to complete
property and commercial clearances.
Call for a free no obligation quote or

email info@peacockauction.co.uk
SALE ENTRIES NOW INVITED

NUSPRAYS

(Litchborough)
Kevin W. Bridger

e Resprays
e Body Repairs
» Welding

Unit 19, Litchborough Industrial
Estate, Litchborough

S 22;322 Telephone: 01327 830155
M. PAYNE & Sons || Bumble Bees NOnnery

Gardening Care
eLawns Cut/ Hedges Trimmed
*Tree Work
*Fencing / Decking
*Ground Work / Patios
«General Tidy-up
sGutters Cleaned

Local Village Man - Bugbrooke
Tel: 01604 833649
Mob: 07761 742997

Email:
melpayne@btinternet.com

61 Pilgrims Lane, Bugbrooke

The Nannery is a cross
between a Nanny and a |/

Offering Quality + A ] f;«
Assured childcare from w
newborn to 15 years of

age.

Accredited (offering Educational Funded
sessions for children 3 and 4 years old)

Open 7am to 7pm
throughout the year.

For more details, prospectus or to visit
the setting
Ring Clair Haines on 07967 662840
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Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group

A huge thanks to everyone who gave so generously to the Air Ambulance on our
collection day in April. The Air Ambulance team were delighted with the two full
vanloads of donations they took away. We were also able to pass a bag full of used
spectacles to the Lions Club for refurbishment and redistribution. Our next collection
day is provisionally scheduled for Friday 15 November - a good time to clear out
ahead of Christmas.

Most of the items donated are sold to raise money for the Air Ambulance either
on their eBay shop or in their local charity shops. If there is an item you need, it is
always worth checking out charity shops or online reselling sites first to both save
money and avoid buying new items with their associated carbon footprint. You can
buy from the Air Ambulance eBay shop here: https://www.charity.ebay.co.uk/charity/
i/The-Air-Ambulance-Service-Trading-Ltd/99417

Another way to avoid buying something new is to repair what you have. West
Northants Council are running ‘Repair Cafes’ at local libraries in June, including one
at Towcester library on 22 June. These are events where you can take your items to
be fixed free of charge.

By the time this edition of the LINK is published No Mow May will be over and
we will be into ‘Let It Bloom June’! The Parish Council’s new Grassland Management
Plan is being put into practice so you will notice some areas of longer grass around
the village this summer. The intention of this is to provide more habitat for wildlife and
to allow wildflowers to flourish. The long grass will be cut in late July/early August -
advice is to leave it on the ground for a few days to dry out and allow the seeds to
drop for next year. The cut grass will then need to be raked away. We really need
some help with the raking! If you might be able to spare an hour or two to give us a
hand, please get in touch.

The UK is one of the most nature-depleted countries in the world - shockingly
we are in the bottom 10% globally according to a report published by the Natural
History Museum. So it is vital that we take action collectively and as individuals to
provide a home for nature.

Under the Environment Act 2021, there is a legal obligation to restore nature
and protect our environment. This includes a requirement for local councils including
Parish Councils to have a biodiversity plan. You can see Bugbrooke’s Biodiversity
Policy on the Parish Council website https://www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org/
environmental-policies.

The next meeting of the Environmental Working Group is on Wednesday 3 July,
7.30 at the Community Centre.

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to
receive meeting notes and other updates.

Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and Jane Wood
(Janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901 775639)Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental

Badgers classic and sports car group

Our group of classic car and bikes enthusiasts is going well with member
numbers increasing almost at every meeting. We have a social night coming up at
the White Horse in Norton during May leaving Bugbrooke in our classics for the short
drive or in the case of classic bikes ride to Norton. Other events already booked for
this year look as though they are being supported by the group.
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‘. ad g @IS Bugbrooke Community

Cafe

n'&\’ Sunday School Rooms
Church Lane, Bugbrooke
af\ run by the Community
for the Community
New volunteers always needed
u i Rendkngy Tel:- 07385 175819
H phone in for take-away orders
Come and enjoy a email: bugbrookecafe@yahoo.com

wif('i.e "lf"ge tOf Opening Hours
Tens o oo Tuesday:-  9°to 12:30°"
Cakes and Rolls Wednesday - 9°" to 12:30°"
Breakfasts Friday :- 9°" to 12:30""

Light Lunches Saturday -  9:30°" to 1:00°"
Follow us on Facebook n

Graham Derl)y Tops

of Heyford

-~ ~ .
Carpentry Dervices

- Ladies & Gents
# Hairszylists

Nether Heyford

No job too small
Tel 01327 340747

Call for a free estimate Gel Polish Nails
£15.50
01604 830033 Full Head Foils and
07763 928528 Caha o Dy

£60
derbygraham65 @ gmail.com Open Mdm to Saturday
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I noted with interest the editors comments to stage a community open evening
during April and showcase the many organisations that are available in the village.
By the time this goes to press the event should have taken place. | am amazed to
see the amount of opportunities and diversity there is in our village allowing people to
join in with so many clubs and groups. We welcome people to join our group even if
you only have an interest in classics you do not have to own one to take part. Our
meetings take place once a month at the Wharf, dates may vary please contact me
for more information if you are interested in coming along tonyin@mail.com. The
facebook page is also going well which can be found under Badgers automotive
classics with Paul Simpson managing the site for us my thanks go to him for all the
work he has put in to date. Sarah Crabtree from the TV series Bangers and Cash
fame has joined the group and now works at her own company Evoke classics
please take a look at their website if you are interested in classic vehicles.

On another note a recent addition to our members numbers asked if he could
join as his car is only twenty years old after he thought he would be rejected
by another club due to his cars age, my answer of course we would welcome you to
join us. According to Wikipedia the UK has no definition of a classic car. Our group is
open to interesting cars and classic bikes, any age related issues are subject to
debate. | am sure there are modern classics from 1980’s and 90's that would fit in
well, after all this is the way to encourage younger people to join the classic
scene and safeguard it for the future years to come. Your pride and joy may be or
look old to some people but it is how you feel about it that counts, it does not have to
be a highly polished example it counts even if it has age related patina.

At our last meeting Jo from unique design who is based in Nether Heyford
came along to give us an idea of the merchandise items that could be available to
the group. My thanks go to both Keith Jenkins who designed several logos for
consideration and Adrian Perkins for putting us in touch with Jo and sorting out costs.
After taking a vote it was decided to adopt Bugbrooke's famous Badger surrounded
by a laurel leaf for the groups main design. We hope to have our polo shirts available
for events already booked at Leamington and Kimbolton along with a good display of
classic bikes and cars.

Tony Inwood

Apologies from the last issue.
Cornhill Squash Club - LINK incorrectly stated the dates by 100 years! The history
covered the period between 1909 and 2024, not up to 1924 as printed.

Christian Aid week 12-18th May

Thank you to Bugbrooke Guides who kindly delivered the envelopes again this year.
It is not too late drop off an envelope at Bugbrooke café, Harben or the Rectory.
Please fill in the gift aid if you are a tax payer, it makes a big difference across the
country. A huge thank you to all who have already contributed and to those who
enjoyed a big breakfast at the cafe, and to Phillippa’s team for cooking it. All
donations are really appreciated. Thank you.

Jane Causebrook
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“NETHER HEYFORD TENNIS CLUB"

We are a friendly club that welcomes
players of all ages and abilities.
3 well maintained courts
We offer -Social sessions -~ mens, ladies,
league level play and a club night
open to all. Daytime and evenings
Coaching ~for juniors and adults.
Unlimited play (floodlights available)
Walking tennis -Monday mornings
We also have teams in the
Northants Tennis League.
Reduced membership for first year!|
Further details- Jo 07749 822016
jodicksont0@gmail.com
Website-clubspark Ita.org uk/
NetherHeyfordTennisClub

or find us on facebook

A’mmmem\r

Est 1991

FREE Club membership
All Belt Grades awarded FREE
Adults & Children (min. age 4)
£5 per class

Kislingbury Village Hall
Thursday 6-7pm
Sunday 10-11am

Our other classes are at
Duston & Upton

Text 07950 260148

Mitch Haines
Mobile Sports Massage Therapist

Sports massage & not
only a beneficial form of
physical therapy for
active sports players and
athletes, but also a great
therapy for those seeking
relief from pan and
muscle tension brought
an by daily He.

Get in touch now to see how | can help manage
your pain, and recovery.

Contact

%ot .
phone; 07368911727 I3 sta :
Email: mhsportumassage @outlook.com ¢

mitchhainessportsthera | mports therpy
n - B 1, association

=, Pl

Cornhill Squash Club
New members welcome

We are a small local club,
just 5 miles north of Towcester,
offering basic facilities for
friendly and competitive play
at probably
the cheapest rates in the area

First years annual membership £60
Games £3 per person
40 minute session

Contact 07517 802454

For an application form
or a free introductory game
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Village Profile

Steve Bowen

Bugbrooke Community Primary School Site Supervisor
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke?

No! | was born in Duston in Limehurst Square and lived
above a chip shop. When | was one year old, my parents,
sister and | moved to Bugbrooke and we lived in number
two Butts Hill Crescent and then moved to number one
across the road because it was a bigger house as there
were now four siblings.

What schools/colleges did you attend?

| attended Bugbrooke Primary and Campion School, and
then moved on to Moulton College to gain my chain saw
licences so | am qualified to fell trees and use a chain saw and ropes in a tree.

Did you have a happy childhood?

Most definitely, | spent the long Summers down the Brooke and fishing on the Canal
typical boy’s stuff. Mum loved it when we were all out and not at home arguing as
boys do!

/s there anything you like/dislike about Bugbrooke?

I love the community feel about the village and everyone is friendly, | love that we are
close to the countryside.

| don’t think there is anything | dislike about the village.

What is your favourite food?

Pizza, when at home.

What is your favourite restaurant when eating out?

Chinese.

Do you have any hobbies?

Yes, Carp and Catfish fishing, | generally go off for a couple of days to either Dog
Lane fishery at Napton or Clattercote Reservoir. If | am pleasure fishing, | take my
daughter Lucie with me to the canal and we both also love mountain biking together.

| also enjoy landscape gardening and when | am not helping others I like to be in my
own garden as there is always plenty to do.

What are you most proud of?

My proudest moment was marrying my wife Fran and again when my daughter Lucie
was born.

Do you listen to music?

My music range is vast, anything from Elvis, Beach Boys, The Monkeys. | have seen
Blur, Oasis and Richard Ashcroft live in concert.

Do you have any pets?

Yes, | have an African Grey Parrot who is 27 years old, her name is ‘Norman’
because the previous owners thought she was a boy!

I have a full tank of fresh water fish, a pond with goldfish and Carp and also a wildlife
pond with Frogs and Newts.

My daughter has an Axolotl and Stick Insects and | generally look after those too.
How long have you worked at Bugbrooke Primary School?

| started at the school in September 2022 after being with the same landscaping
company for over twenty-five years.

I love working with the children and staff, the job is very varied and you never know
what is going to happen one day to the next.
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@Q SATURN KITCHENS

M ég

DREAMING OF A KITCHEN EXTENSION?
&"’: | & _ Get in touch with the

Saturn Team

Build, Extensions &
Knock throughs

Bi Fold Doors
Garage Conversions
Complete with a
beautiful Saturn
Kitchen

Fully Managed in
House

FREE Design
Appointment

5* REVIEWS ON FACEBOOK AND GOOGLE




Do you enjoy travelling?

Yes, | have travelled to Cyprus and
various places in Greece.

One of my favourite holidays was to
Kenya, | travelled there with friends for
three weeks. The first week we stayed
at Diana Beach where we snorkelled
and the second week was on safari, we
travelled through Tsavo East and Tsavo
West and enjoyed all the wildlife
including Elephants, Hippos, Lions and
Giraffes to name but a few. | also love
travelling to Wales and Devon.

Have you any aadvice to give to the
younger generation?

Enjoy every day as time passes very
quickly.

Steve was recently awarded
Bugbrooke Community Lottery Monthly T
assembly. Mrs Birch, the headteacher,
Steve for all that he does for the school and the community.
Interview by Linda Hartgroves

h Steve received his award from Chris
the carter and Wendy Barton from Bugbrooke

Community Lottery

Bugbrooke Community Living Room

I've recently completed a report for West Northants Council about the Community
Living Room. At a rough estimate, there were around 1200 visitors to the Living
Room sessions between October and March. A lot of these are regular visitors who
come every week, so we must be doing something right. A big thank you is due to all
the volunteers and the venues who make this possible.

All the sessions are open to anyone - most people come for a cup of tea, bit of
cake and a chat, but we also have a few keen board game players. For the weekly
see pageevents 46.

The Living Room also hosts monthly drop-in sessions from the West Northants
Council Customer Service team. They will be at Bugbrooke Chapel from 2:00pm -
3:30pm on Thursday 27th June to answer questlons on all sorts of subjects from
adult social care to blue badges
and council tax.

From April we will also be
having monthly visits from the new &
Community Connect project being :
run by South Northants Volunteer
Bureau. Dates to be confirmed
Contact us 0 ng

07901775639), or Brian Britten
(brianbritten7 @gmail.com) at
Bugbrooke Chapel if you need
transport or have any questions or
comments.
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Bugbrooke Bowls Club

What We’re Doing

We started our outdoor playing season at the end of April and are now well underway
with friendly matches, practice evenings, club competitions and league games. We
had another great quiz at the start of May and our next open day and social event
(with barbeque) is on Saturday 8th June 2024 between 2 pm and 5 pm.

Why Play Bowls

The basic rules of bowls are simple to learn and one good shot can change a game
no matter who is playing. It's a very sociable activity and a great way of making new
friends. Bowls is one of the most accessible sports and you can take part at any
level, from playing with one other person, as part of a team or competing at club and
county level.

Pay as You Play Option for Non-members

We offer a ‘pay as you play’ option which is for Tuesday evening sessions from May
to September, where shared, supervised use of the green would be £2 each for non-
members for the first three visits. After that, the charge would be £5 per visit unless
you join as a member.

This option would suit those who prefer not to commit to membership straight
away but would like to become more familiar with the sport or simply join us for a
game or roll-up. Members would be available for guidance and support during these
sessions.

When you come along to try we can provide spare bowls, instruction and
encouragement. You can learn about the other aspects of the sport (rules and
tactics) once you decide to keep coming. All we ask is that you wear flat soled shoes
with no tread to minimise damage to the green.




Bugbrooke Community Centre
Camp Close, Bugbrooke, Northampton, NN7 3RW
Tel 01604 832834 /07572 201484

Wedding Receptions, Parties,
74 Exhibitions, Concerts
and indoor and outdoor sporting activities

Weekly and monthly meetings of village organisations
and special interest groups

nt

»

Fully licensed for live and recorded musie, -
Dancing and alcohol sales —separate bar area  -§ %"

Capacities: Large hall - 160 Small Hall - 60
Committee room - 30

GRAHAM STONE ATH

Specialising in sole traders and
partnerships.

Accounts and Self Assessment Tax
Returns, VAT, Tax Credits and
Payroll Service, Revenue and
Customs enquiries.

Free initial consultation.
Very reasonable fees.

Phone Graham or Rebecca on
01604 876983 or 07740 723682

or
email grahamstone6l@gmail.com

For professional design, installation &
mointenance services, contoct ...

Mugleston’s

PLUMBING @ HEATING
Andrew Mugleston
20 Stubbs Road, Everdon, NN11 3BN
afficed@migleston co uk www enuglestons co uk
01327 604406 07947 315860

Installation / maintenance / repair of
gas and oil appliances

Bathrooms, kitchens and heating systems
Smart thermostats, Multi-zone and other upgrades
Appliance servicing and Landlords certificates

S-star approval rating under the Trading Standards

Buy With Confidence’ scheme

A i) .. WIA
m 'c:nnntrﬂ
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How to Join the Bowls Club

You can join the club as a member at any time during the season. All you need
to do is contact me directly or via any existing club member and we will get an
application form out to you, which includes details of membership fees and payment.
We look forward to seeing you soon.

You'll find us at the rear of the Community Centre, Camp Close, NN7 3RW.
Paul Cockcroft

Bugbrooke Chapel Events

Sundays 1lam, Morning Service, friendly, relaxed and not too long! Every Thursday
afternoon 2pm - 5pm until futher notice. A warm welcome awaits you for tea, coffee
and cakes, board games.This is a
continuation from the Living room
event that was held during the winter
months. We have had WNC, Parish
Council and other groups along §
giving advice where needed.

It's been particularly good to
welcome Bugbrooke villagers back
to the chapel over the last couple
years for this event.

We give notice on the
Bugbrooke friendly facebook page or
Bugbrooke old and new page, also
on a few notice boards around the
village. Or you can contact me
on brianbritten7@gmail.com and |
can send details of dates each month.

Our Friday meal held every six weeks is very popular with villagers attending,
again email for details.

The other event is Traditional hymn singing. This is every six weeks
approximately on a Saturday afternoon at 2-30pm. All very welcome, favourite
hymns of your choice.

Brian Britten

May celebrations in 1911

This is part of the School newsletter which was copied by the children at Bugbrooke
School and distributed around the village each week.

May 19th 1911

Old scholars will be pleased to hear that our May Day festivity went off this year with
every success. Little Hester Jeffrey was May Queen, and behaved splendidly. She
was attended by about twenty little Maids of Honour, each one of whom would also
have made a very pretty May Queen. Fifty of the elder girls followed in the train and
the procession as they started in the morning with their flags and garlands on their
long journey was very pleasant to look upon. The head girls are to be congratulated
on the great assistance they gave, and Miss Morrow did all she could to keep things
in order. The collections altogether amounting to £2.6s.6d and after deducting the
expenses of the tea etc, each child had a little bonus for herself. At four o’clock 70
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CONSTRUCTION_

BUILDING CONTRACTORS

The Complete Service
from Plans to Completion

Harvey Reeves Road, St James Mill Road,
Northampton NNS5S 5JR

Tel (01604) 755600 Mobile Phone: 07860 755383
Fax: 01604 589673
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WHITE HOUSE

I'NTERIORS

CURTAINS, BLINDS & SOFT FURNISHINGS

Quality soft furnishing specialist offering
everything from made to measure blinds and
curtains to interor design.

From initial consultation to measuring and
fitting we will take care of it all; accommodatmg
individual needs, requirements and budget.

CURTAINS © FABRICS ¢ UPHOLSTERY ¢
CUSHIONS ¢ TRACKS ¢ POLES 0 WALIPAPER

MADE TO MEASURE BLINDS
Rolles » Venetian « Vertical «+ Roman «
Perfect Fit Conservatory » Allusion « Inm

To book a free home consultation or to find

oul more about our bespoke services:
phone 07941 669845

WWW . WHITE-HOUSE-INTERIORS.CO.UK




girls had their tea in the Council Schools. Master C. Burns of Pattishall House gave
the Queen a gold brooch. The Head Teachers wish to thank all kind friends for their
help and subscriptions, and also to mention how gratified they were to see the great
pains the mothers had taken to dress the girls so tastefully and suitably for the
occasion....

| remain yours truly

Olive Whitney
Pat Kent
Bugbrooke Community Lottery comm,
Hello All. Another month has flown by! A huge thank you < s,
goes out to all of you that subscribe monthly or buy your ¢’ “
tickets at the Community Cafe. Because of you we q Q,
continue to thrive. We have been able to increase the _%” o
monthly prizes and have continued to support and thank © <

It 1okes gsach of us

the residents of Bugbrooke. Congratulations to our APril .. oueasirierence ree an e s
winners were 1st £225 - 595 (WM), 2nd £135 - Bev (BH) Play It Forward
3rd £90 - Ann (AD) Please read our BIG NEWS!

Bugbrooke Community Lottery is now funding Bugbrooke's own Carers Cafe! Our
aim is to create a space for you to have a break with or without the person you are
caring for. We had a very successful start on 2nd May. Northamptonshire Carers and
Age UK Northampton were with us and were able to give lots of help and advice to
our visiting carers. (A carer is anyone who takes care of a person on a regular basis.
If you support someone who couldn't manage without your help whether 24/7 or a
couple of times a week). We meet on the first Thursday of every month between 1pm
- 4pm at the Community Cafe Church Lane Bugbrooke NN7 3PB No need to book.
SO CALL IN FOR SOME TLC TEA, LOVE, CAKE! www.playbcl.org Enquiries:
hellobcl@yahoo.com

Ra @ows
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BUGBROOK
KICKBOXING

EST. 2021

Towcester prepares for its 22nd Annual Midsummer

Music Festival
Final preparations are underway for the 22nd annual Towcester Midsummer Music
Festival which will take place in the heart of Towcester over the weekend of 21st -
23rd June 2024.

The music festival is a community event, providing a platform for the musical
talents of local primary and secondary schools, performing arts school, community
choirs and orchestras, music students, brass bands, local artistes and more,
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Please confact Us By Phone: 07429326264 &
Email? elisehitgirl2 9@ gmail.com

Sports Massage Auilab{c At Cost

arho™
Svm ok Belt

a Chﬁ“‘v‘on
ord Advanced Coach (Ricky Hatton) Boxing Coach

k Advanced Coach Kickboxing

Start Time: 18:00 / 06:00pm & Mondays
End Time: 19:00 / 07:00pm 18:00-19:00
Bugbrooke
Community

Chinese Kickboxing, Bugbrooke Community
Centre, Bugbrooke, NN7 3RW Centre

LINK ADVERTISING

Active Retad Mercmuxrvsmg Scwrcos Ltad
1 issue Line (up to 20 words) £10

Assured Repair &

3issues Yipage £35
Malntenance Serwces 72 page £50
Full page £90
Allinternal & external repairs &

maintenance work é Bissues Y page £50

undertaken including 3 5
ainting & decorating by = A page RS
P g & Full page £145

professionals with
old fashion customer
service values at
affordable prices

For infomation
e-mail:

g bugbrookelink@gmail.com
Contact Mike Day on 07787 102602 for

an honest assessment & realistic quote
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including the regular headline act, the very popular Lincoln Noel Jazz Trio.

The main event is organised jointly by the Rotary Club of Towcester, Towcester
& District Lions Club and Towcester Town Council and supports the Town Mayor’s
charities, which this year will be Macmillan Cancer Support, South Northants Youth
Engagement and Dogs for Good. Over the years, town centre pubs have joined in
the festival atmosphere by putting on their own entertainment.

Regular festival-goers will pay tribute to former Town Mayor, Geoffrey lley,
founder of the music festival, who sadly passed away in March at the age of 95. His
daughter, Paula, said "Geoffrey became Mayor of Towcester in 2003 and with his
beloved wife Lois, devised many local events for charity. Inspired after visits to
Figanieres, a village in the south of France that hosts a music festival, Geoffrey
started Towcester Midsummer Music Festival. This has continued and is now an
important part of the town’s cultural life."

The event is funded entirely through local sponsorship. "We believe in the
power of community collaboration, and thats why we appreciate the incredible
sponsors who make our event a reality. Our sponsors’ unwavering support has
fuelled our vision and allowed us to showcase the musical talent we have among
us." said Rotarian David Reed, Festival Chair, "We are always looking for sponsors
to help us continue to achieve our aims to create an unforgettable experience for
everyone. Sponsorship covers the costs of artistes, insurance, licences, venue hire,
fireworks, health & safety, first aid, programmes and marketing. Without our
generous sponsors, the festival could not go ahead. Additionally, we are grateful to
the volunteers who help with organisation and stewarding." he added.

The website will be regularly updated with all the latest information and the full
community programme as well as pub acts. Tickets for the community events will go
on sale on 1st June, starting from £2 per person, via the website. Tickets may be
sold on the door, subject to availability. Pub entertainment is generally free of charge
or may charge a small charitable door entry fee. You can also follow the festival's
social media accounts on Facebook, Instagram and X @towcestermusic

If you would like to sponsor the event or get involved as a volunteer, please
contact the organisers via the website.
www. towcestermidsummermusic.co.uk
Lizzi Bucklow-Holt
Communications & Events Officer and Assistant to the Town Clerk
(My usual office hours are 8:30am - 4pm, Monday - Thursday)

Nature Notes
I think many of us were wondering if the rain would ever stop this year. As | speak
(early May) we at last have blue skies and sunshine.

The garden is enjoying the contrast of recent weeks too. Being on top of a
ridge, our soil is stony and very free-draining. This can be an advantage as | can
grow certain plants that enjoy dryer soil and are not waterlogged. Plants that
originate from the Mediterranean do well for us. So after a very wet and mild winter
and spring, it is unusual to see the ‘English Country Garden’ plants doing so well in
my garden. After mulching my peonies earlier this year, all have big fat buds this
year. The downside of high rainfall is I'm aware plants in the herbaceous borders are
so much taller this year and therefore will require more staking.

Everyone is saying they’ve lost herbs this winter. Particularly thyme. Even those
in plant pots have been affected. Not due to the cold, but due to their feet sitting in
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Bugbrooke St. Michaels Football Club

A modern, affordable venue

Bugbrooke St. Michaels Football Club invite you to celebrate your big occasion
at our newly renovated, spacious clubhouse.

Modern, spacious venue for over 150 people

Varied and fully stocked contemporary bar

Great sized kitchen/prep area

Free wifi, modern projector system and flat screen TVs

Regular DJ available to hire if required

)
— With the best facilities and prices in Bugbrooke, choose BSMFC
w L for your party, wedding, christening or corporate event,

To book or to come and see what the club has to offer you, please call

Kevin Gardner (Chairman) on 07889 288189 or email us at BSMFCYouth@hotmail.com

A+M

Washing Machine Services

~ New machines from £235
@ with free delivery and fitting
2 year guaranteed machines £280

D Reconditioned Machines
N—""" From £120 inc. 6 months guarantee

REPAIRS - vo cALL-0UT CHARGE ON ACCEPTED ESTIMATES
01327 340276
Mobile 07850 567317
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waterlogged soil. It's important you find the right spot for your herbs. | can grow them
in the ground as my soil drains well... but if you do have heavy clay soil, or want to
grow your herbs in pots, do make sure the drainage is right. Put grit in the bottom of
the planting hole, or, add plenty of grit to the compost to improve drainage.
Terracotta pots are better than plastic for this job too as they allow the roots to
breath. Ideally, keep them in a sheltered spot, away from cold winds.

The downside of lush green growth is that the slugs and snails are having a
field day this year. Normally | don’t have too many (there’s enough for everyone) but
this year they have targeted plants that would normally survive... like clematis and tall
bearded iris. The other day, | bought two new hostas. | know they’re haute cuisine for
any slug or snail but | can’t resist them either. | buy more every year. Within just a
couple of hours, to my dismay, they were effortlessly scaling the pots.

Last year, my camellias were very disappointing. The foliage was not the dark
green that they should have been and | didn’t have a single flower on them. So |
pruned them after flowering time, fed them with a feed for acid-loving plants,
mulched them with ericaceous compost, and they have rewarded me with a
wonderful display of long-lasting colour this spring and are still flowering now.
Camellias do well in Cornwall and I've always said that is due to the fact they do get
a lot of rainfall, and of course, the soil is acidic. But | do think our wet winter/spring
has contributed to their prolific flowers this year.

| always say that every year our gardens behave differently, whether it's due to
our weather being cold and wet, or hot and dry. Each year we have to be tuned into
the needs of our plants. This year, some plants have shot up and grown more rapidly
and as a result, are weaker as they've put all their energy into growing. So feeding
where you feel necessary will help those plants perform better when time to flower or
fruit.

Pamela Cox

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church

We will be holding our annual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz at the Community Centre
on Friday 5th July, to start at 7.30pm. The Quiz will be based on teams of 4 to 6.
Tickets will cost £15 per person and are available from me and Brenda at 16A High
Street (tel 01604 830933) or Teresa Garlic (tel 07734 945648) or Irene Neary (tel
01604 830678). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 1st July,
since we need to order the fish and chips (or other options such as sausage or
vegetarian) beforehand. One big change from previous years is that there will be no
bar. Instead we are asking people to bring their own drinks. It will also be helpful if
they bring their own cutlery. As usual our quizmasters are the winners from last year.
It promises to be a great evening.

Jim Inch

Bugbrooke History Group

Always something interesting going on at the History Group meeting. Our Zoom
meeting in March featured Northamptonshire Liaison Officer of the Portable
Antiquities Scheme, Eleanor Cox. Eleanor showed us an incredible number of
objects found by Northamptonshire people and now recorded and exhibited in many
of our local museums. It is amazing just how many small museums there are around
the county. Some objects dated back to 15000 BC. Iron age axes, medieval
brooches, buttons, bowls, buckles, a baldrick buckle, coins - some minted in

27



Radmore Cattery

" Beau
® Luxury and modern boarding g’ /l//
chnkh opcnllng to Feline 2/

Adyisory Bureau (FAB)
standards

* lLocated on a family run farm
overlooking a picturesque fruit - ; §ias
Srekurd eap " Skin, Nail and Beauty Specialists.

Offering: Gel Nail ; ) :

@ All chalets include an indoor - M o oy

heated sleeping area & outside Facials, Lash Lifts, Tinting, Waxing and
covered exercise run Massage Treatments. We are proud to use
® Any medications can be British, cruclty free products in all of our
administered & special diets s,
catered for, Al staff are fully treatments. E-Gift Vouchers also
trained in Animal Welfare available.

Please contact us for any enquiries Beautiful, freshly ol prnbetaional
01327 830825 Mobile 07732 274252

home salon located at
Email radmorecattery(a gmail.com 15 Meadway, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PL.
Find us on Facebook Contact us on 07815911082 and follow
us on Facebook and Instagram.

+ ¥ @
John White
Funeral Directors

John & Jane White
Tim & Karen Barrett
Independent Family Owned
Private Chapels of Rest
24hr Personal Service
Pre Payment Plans Available
188 Watling Street East
Towcester, Northants NN12 6DB
Tel: 01327 359266
mail@johnwhitefunerals.co.uk
www.Johnwhitefunerals.co.uk
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Northampton, chains, pendants, seals. Many beautifully decorated. Have you heard
of Irish Gunmoney? (no it isn't payment for an assassin) It's coins made from old
canonballs. How did they get to Northamptonshire? There were tribal iron age coins,
Roman coins showing the heads of Augustus and of Magnus Maximus. It was a
wonderful trip through history thanks to Eleanor and a huge inspiration to get out there
with a metal detector.

Our meeting on May 15th should be a light hearted romp through childhood in the
eighties. Report in next issue.

Then July is Life in the Boot and Shoe Factory - what is now our Village Hall
where the pre-school meets, used to be a Boot and Shoe Factory.

In September John Perkins is going to update us on the latest Richard Il
research: was he good or was he bad? King Richard | mean, not John Perkins. John is
always brilliant.

Everyone is welcome to our meetings. During the summer we meet in the
Community Centre and winter meetings are on Zoom.

Look out for the new booklet produced by the Heritage Society which gives
information on local museums, country houses and local interest groups.
Pat Kent - secretary tel. 01604830518 emall frksp6@gmail.com

An Unusual building

Rob Halliday visits Unusual Rigging’s new facility, built from the ground up with
sustainability at its core . . .

Courtesy of Corstorphine & Wright and Unusual Rigging

There are effectively three ways of dealing with sustainability - by which | really
mean the urgent need to save our planet from ourselves. One is to do nothing and
hope the whole problem will just go away (spoiler: it won’t). Another is to talk the talk -
to say the words, to refill your water bottles and maybe pay lip-service to the
accounting game of offsets and green tariffs. The third, the best, is to walk the walk: to
take decisive action to do everything you can in the most sustainable way you can.

If you know Unusual Rigging, in particular if you know the person currently
running Unusual Rigging, Tom Harper, son of the late and legendary company
founder Alan Jacobi (AJ), it will not come as any surprise to you that in creating a new
HQ building at its existing site in Bugbrooke, outside Northampton, it is decidedly the
third way that the team has taken. Harper has a passion for this; he holds an MBA in
Innovation and the Circular Economy, and for more than a decade has been working
to make Unusual follow the United Nation’s Sustainable Development Goals.

| started hearing about this project last year. It felt important - important enough
to deserve a lot of coverage perhaps in the three-act style of the TV show Grand
Designs: start with the cheerful optimism standing next to an empty plot, cut to the
stress and despair as everything goes wrong and over-runs, cut to the finale when,
often some time after the original deadline (and usually some way over the original
budget), the final building is revealed. It didn’t quite work out like that, in part just
because of scheduling, but in the main because - again, unsurprisingly if you know
Unusual - there is a real sense that this has been run rather more like a show fit-up
than a construction project, with calm, and order, and deadlines precisely hit. Work
began last July; even though the columns supporting the building started going in just
18 weeks before our early-March visit, we got to explore what felt very much like a
finished building - and also the cleanest, tidiest building site | have ever been on.
Harper showed no signs of stress. Work is supposed to be complete shortly after you
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RTHOPAEDTICS

Mr Jon Campion Mr Gary Mundy
MBES, BMedSci, FRCS MBChB, FRCS, Diploma Sports Med
Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon Consultant Orthopaedic Surgeon

Expertise and the Highest Professional Standards
In well equipped and comfortable surroundings

Specialising in:

. Knee & Hip Problems

. Arthritis & Joint Replacement Surgery
. Sporting Knee Injuries

. Arthroscopic “Key hole” Surgery

. Joint injections

Virtual Clinic Appointments

Video & Telephone consultations available

Registered with all major health inswrance providers
With competitive rates for non-insured “self paving ” patienis

Call 0800 7720620
Or

Email: info@northamptonorthopaedics.co.uk

www.northamptonorthopaedics.co.uk
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read this, and | have little doubt
that it will be.

Unusual has been based in
Northamptonshire for decades in
part, no doubt, because of the
need for affordable space - truss
is bulky! - but, Harper cheerfully
concedes, also because of “the

| ‘selfish’ choice of wanting to be

near family, and of wanting to be

~ near a canal; AJ lived on a canal

boat near The Cut during his

~ time at the National Theatre in
™ its early days - yes, he was part

of that secret boating fraternity!”
Currently Unusual's staff are
based in an old industrial
building to your right as you
arrive at the site, one which has
been adapted, converted,
extended and revised many
times over the years, largely
under the direction of local
architect Brian Walker and then
his daughter Lynne Walker.
Brian became involved with




Unusual very early on in the company’s time here, untangling planning issues that |
suspect were caused by the company taking a very ‘theatrical’-style pragmatic
approach when moving in and just building what it needed.

The main building’s history means that while there are some areas of skylight,
there are relatively few windows: once you're in, it's easy to feel quite separated both
from the operations of the company in the yard, and the countryside that surrounds it
- other than the sounds of trains hurtling past on the nearby mainline railway.

The new building will relocate everyone to the left, to the opposite corner of the
site. It is in an L-shape, with a central atrium where the axes join, this looking out to
the rear at the cherry tree under which AJ’s ashes are buried, a reminder that this is
very much a business built around the strong bonds forged by the company’s
founder since he established Unusual just about 40 years ago creating, in effect, an
Unusual ‘family’.

The building will let that family drink in both the daylight and the views, while the
building itself soaks up the sunshine and turns it into electricity, and absorbs the
rainwater and recycles it to serve many of its water needs.

The design was initiated by Lynne Walker with the Unusual team during 2021;
she was also the one who ultimately suggested that, given the level of research
required on all of the sustainable and sometimes brand new materials proposed for
the building, the support of a larger architectural practice might be useful. That led to
the involvement of Corstorphine & Wright, with Johnny Plant as the project director -
though with everything carefully overseen by Unusual, in particular the company’s
Simon Tiernan and Jim Dugan “who dedicated so much of their time - on top of their
day jobs - helping push this process through, reviewing the materials with me and
challenging some elements along the way to ensure a healthy balance between form
and function,” Harper recalls.
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SB FLOORING SUPPLIES LTD

MOBILE SHOWROOM
CARPETS - LAMINATE - VINYL'S - WOOD - KARNDEAN

WITH OVER TWENTY YEARS EXPERIENCE IN THE TRADE YOU
CAN BE SURE OF GETTING THE RIGHT ADVICE AND SERVICE

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL FLOORING
SUPPLIED AND FITTED

$O GIVE STEVE A CALL ......
TEL 01604 670433

or 07747837857
www.flooringsuppliesnorthampton.co.uk

2% 2%

BB CONSULTANTS & CO
In need of A Change!

For a personal, professional. cost effective service.
Contact:

Bernadette Berrill
Tax Specialist
Annual / Management Accounts
Computerisation of vour Business. 8=
Book keeping / PAYE / VAT Service and Advice .
Business Planning & Development ;

Ask about our Fixed Fee service, one fee for a year's service.
We would be delighted to give you a quote.

2A The Paddocks bermadette @ bbeonsultants co.uk
Bugbrooke

Northants Tel / Fax 01604 832511
NN7 30QR Mobile: 07768 04404

33




Save Money With Cloudy2Clear.
Your Local Glazing Experts!

As the Foremost domestic
glass replacement
company in the UK Tor
maore than 18 vears,
Cloudy2Clear Windows
are the leading name in
the industry. You can
Jjoin over 340,000 happy
customers and replace
your glass ethically and
affordably. If you have
a failed glazing wmnit it
may naot provide you
with the profection you
need, or be as energy-
elfichent as il once Wwas,
Why not take a minute
to check your home (o
see If any double glazing
has failed? Taking action
now cam prevent future
financial problems.

When talking to the
Manager of Cloudy2Clear
Morthampton & Oxford
Trevor Skidmeaore it
became evident that the

value of saving their
customers money has been
helbd dear for a number

of years. Since buying
the franchise in 2006,
Trevor & Wendy now
have their 2 sons Lloyd &
Ross and daonghter in law
Lor involved along with
Dan, Tom & Jo and have
committed to supporting
the local community by
providing a service that
sives the public both time
and money.

The Cloudy 20 hea
service only reguires the
glass to be replaced and
not the whaole window
once the unit has fadled.
Trevor commented “By
doing this we make the
cuslomer consicderable
savings and there is
much less upheaval in
the family home. Also,
whether communities find

themselves in a financial
CTIS1S O nol, Saving money
when you don 't need 10

waste it is always the
g':.*u;il:aLL nj;:inn.-and eIt A'gk me
truly family service does ab(}u: CHr
Jout that fantastic
For a free quotation Energl;l

Ie Il =
0800 61 21 118 or visit S aving

www.clondy2clear.couk.

Glass.

Have Your Windows
Steamed Up?

“I really liked the fact @
¢

that they were a
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local

i L]
YEAR family run business i it
GUARANTEE Janet Beard g Get a FREE Quote
Priority froephone
BT Z<-:*: 0800 612118
REPLACING YOUR FAILED DOUBLE GLAZIMNG www.cloudylclear.co.uk

Glass, it's better when it's clear! YW K}
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A WARM WELCOME

Our look-around was on a day that was definitely still wintery - but stepping inside the
building, it immediately felt comfortably warm, to the extent that it was a surprise to
hear that none of the services, including heating, were up and running yet. The
warmth was just the result of the building doing exactly what it was designed to do.
The fascinating thing is that Harper can then explain to you not just how that is
happening, but how every material used to make the building contributes to that. And
then he can tell you the eco-credentials of literally every single one of those products
- because he and the Unusual team have taken the time and effort to research and
understand all their options, and then - and | think this is the really important part - to
make deeply considered choices about which of those materials to use.

Start at the base: “It's a concrete pad. That's not the most ideal from a
sustainability perspective, but there were not really any other options, because there
is land heave here and we had that to deal with; limecrete, for example, would not be
robust enough to take the weight of the building.”

Then work up: “It's a timber frame using gluelam wooden beams, filled in with
OSB board insulated panels and rockwool insulation, because that has the lowest
embedded carbon of any of the insulation materials we considered. We’re going to
leave the gluelam beams exposed, because they look so great and as a reminder of
how the building functions.”

Inside, ceilings are constructed using wood-wool boards, again left unfinished,
their texture, | suspect, contributing to the sense of calm in the building, without the
harsh acoustic reflections plasterboard often delivers.

There was a plan to avoid plasterboard throughout the building: “It's about the
worst material you can find in terms of sustainability and recyclability,” Harper notes.
Hopes had been pinned on a new product called Breathaboard, “which is made from
hemp, mushrooms, all kinds of good things,” Harper explains, smiling, “such that it
can completely biodegrade at the end of its working life.”

Unusual was to be the product’s first user, but unfortunately the project’s
schedule ended up just a little ahead of the Breathaboard’s mass availability, so its
use has been limited to one end of the building, where at the time of our visit some
boards were still to be installed, so could be handled to reveal their light yet dense
structure. Jon Barker, the site manager for Unusual’s builder, Foxton - someone who
| suspect has seen new materials come and go before now - seems impressed
enough to comment that he believes the product might point to the future of
construction.

Contributing also to the comfortable temperature inside: attention to detail,
with every joint carefully taped and sealed for airtightness. And then the use of
triple glazing for all windows. The result is a building that will come close to
achieving the Passivhaus standard, though Unusual is not seeking formal
accreditation for it; it also exceeds new performance standards not due to come
into the building regulations until 2030. “Contractors have been arriving to work
here through the winter all wrapped up in layers,” Barker comments, “but they
quickly realise how comfortable it is and take those layers off. That also helps
everyone have a good attitude to the building: people care about it, and are
careful with it.”

There will be heating, from air source heat pumps. Other options were, of
course considered. “We looked at a ground source heat pumps under the car
park,” Harper explains, “but the eco cost of ripping up the car park to
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accommodate this made it a less good choice. Air source will be fine; it will drive
ducted air, and is reversible so it can heat in winter or cool in summer.”

Power for this will come from the solar panels covering the roof of this
building, which join the array of panels that have been on the roof of the main
warehouse building for some time. “We’ve been exporting electricity back to the
grid for years,” Harper notes. There is no battery storage, but provision is of
course there to add it in the future. Water from the roof will be used for flushing
toilets, though this does impose other choices. “At the Eden Centre, they used
metal toilets,” says Harper, “but everyone thought they were at a bad 1980s
nightclub, so we’re not doing that! We’ll use ceramic.”

GOOD AESTHETICS
Sustainability is also balanced with aesthetics on the outside of the building,
which has finned wooden cladding.

“We looked at a rockwool lava product,” Harper recalls, “but ultimately
rejected that because it looked plasticky, like every McDonald’s restaurant!
Instead we found accoya, a wood from New Zealand that is lightweight but
incredibly hard - so hard that though it's nailed on, we’re having to pre-drill the
nail holes otherwise we can’t actually get the nails in!”

Of course, sustainability starts right back at the design phase: all windows
and doors line up to the spacing of the cladding, which means everything is
neatly aligned, but most importantly means no materials are wasted. Yet to be
installed when we visited is a front balcony, which will serve the dual function of
providing raised outside space, plus shading to the ground floor during the
summer. This will have a recycled steel frame. Here Harper reveals one of the
many conundrums of the circular economy: “The cost of recycled steel can be
lower than new steel - but then the suppliers have to add the cost of testing to
prove its strength, which makes the final cost much higher than new steel.”

The steel isn’t the only recycled material: despite this being a new building,
it is fuelled by an understanding that re-use is a key part of sustainability and that
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certain products can function just as well used as new. Much of this building has
raised metal computer flooring, chosen to ensure it can adapt to the company’s
changing needs or the changing needs of technology as time passes - this, too,
an important consideration when designing a building to have as long a working
life as possible. But here was a worry for the contractors: if bought new, the
flooring would come with a warranty. If bought second-hand, it wouldn’t. What
would be the liability risks if it went wrong? Fortunately, they had a client keenly
committed to this approach who was happy to say, really, it's metal flooring,
what is there to go wrong? But who also gives careful consideration to the future
of the product beyond its time in Unusual’s care, and what they might do to
maximise that future life - even something as simple as choosing to attach
carpet or floor tiles using methods other than glue.

Plus, of course, sometimes the key to recycling is just luck, timing and an
ability to adapt to what appears: the cobblestones that will ultimately finish the
area in front of the building are from a square in central Northampton, that the
builders just happened to hear were being removed and stepped in to rescue.
LEARNING AND SHARING
Though we’re not quite at the finished Grand Designs third act, it’s hard to avoid
that third act question: money, which here really becomes a question about the
sense that you have to pay more to be ‘better’ sustainably and environmentally,
and so must hope you can persuade your accountant or bank manager to
understand that this is a long-term investment that will balance itself out in the
lower running costs of the building over its lifetime. The answer turns out to be
more encouraging than that: “It is more expensive, but fractionally so, not orders
of magnitude more,” according to Harper.

Barker adds that some of that extra expense isn't about the materials
themselves, but about “how you work with the materials and the attention to
detail they require: a steel frame you’d put up and bang it all together and be
done, whereas here the gluelam beams have blades that go into slots in the
gluelam columns, then you bolt them together, then you put in wooden plugs to
cover up the bolts - we had a young lad here for days just hammering those in.”

There’s also a learning curve as builders come to understand these new
materials and their properties; Unusual did well to find a building company not
just happy but enthusiastic about embracing all this. “The head of Foxton’s, Brett
Kanjurs, was so incredibly receptive to our aspirations for circularity. Without
that, | think it would have been a more drawn out and difficult process to achieve
our ambitions,” Harper notes.

Plus, of course, this is not just a bespoke building, but a research project.
“The CO2 contribution of everything in the building is being carefully tracked and
documented,” Harper said to me, just before heading in to a meeting with
furniture suppliers who | really hope knew their CO2 figures ready for the gentle
grilling it felt certain they were about to receive. That’s not just for Unusual’s own
interest, but to share with the world: “It will result in a full report of every aspect
of the building and every material it contains, which we’ll happily share when we
are finished.”

That is a report that should be of interest to anyone planning any kind of
building project, whether a new headquarters for an entertainment supplier, a
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new building for any other industry, or even individuals just planning to convert
their loft or expand their kitchen. What Unusual has achieved here is
remarkable, truly an unusual building. But what’s important is that it needs to
stop being remarkable, stop being unusual, and just become the way we build
things. | suspect Harper will be quite happy if this building provides a wonderful
home for the Unusual Rigging community; | suspect he will be really happy if it
also becomes that kind of role model.

www.unusual.co.uk

Bugbrooke WI

The Committee has worked very hard to produce a varied and interesting
programme for 2024-5.

In March we had our Annual General Meeting, followed by a very enjoyable
talk by Sami and TJ Tutchener on the history of tattooing.

In April Andrew Castley and Cut The Caper Band entertained us with an
introduction to folk music, with opportunities to participate in singing early folk
songs and Morris Dancing.

The Resolutions meeting on May 13th will be hosted by Harpole WI.

The meeting on June 3rd will be led by Suzanne Raper and her Line
Dancing team, and includes a brief history and demonstration.

July 1st is Members’ Night, when the Committee has a well deserved rest
and members organise the evening.

An outing scheduled for August 5th is to be arranged.

Northampton Police - How to Prevent Fraud, will be the subject of the
meeting on September 2nd.

October 7th will bring An Evening of Intrigue , with Judge Chris Tickle.

On November 4th, Analiza Jones will talk about Shell Crafts from the
Philippines.

The meeting on December 2nd will be a fun night get together with craft.
2025 Meetings.

January 6th- Quiz, February 3rd -RNLI, March 3rd AGM and Bring and Buy.

Meetings are usually on the first Monday of every month, at 7.30pm, at
Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. Any ladies considering joining us and /or
would like to attend a meeting, a warm welcome awaits you. There is a small
charge for guests.

We also have additional get togethers, including Crafty Chatter, Skittles and
Lunch Club.

For further information on Bugbrooke WI, please contact Pat Grant, our
President, on 01604 317398.

Jennie Thomas

Bugbrooke Cricket Club
The season is now in full swing with all three of our Saturday sides over a month
into their Northamptonshire Cricket League seasons.

We’ve seen some encouraging performances and results, with a number of
new players making their debuts and impressing, as all three look to be
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competitive.

All the latest results and league tables can be found on our
website, Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com.

Our fixture schedule remains packed for the remainder of June and July,
with home games at the Doc White every Saturday for either our First or Third
teams, whilst the Seconds are at home at the playing fields every other week,
with a number of home Sunday games.

The First team also start their T20 Cup campaign this month, with home
midweek fixtures against Haddon on Tuesday June 11th, and neighbours
Kislingbury visit to complete the group stage on July 2nd, both 6:15pm starts.

Last month we hosted two special Sunday fixtures, the annual Sprules &
Francis memorial match, and on the Bank Holiday weekend we celebrated 50
years since the founding of St Michaels 74.

Friday nights are juniors night, and we've had a record number of
youngsters attending our All Stars and Dynamos sessions, with over 50 boys
and girls taking to the field, it has been brilliant to see so many budding
cricketers and their parents in support.

The new look pavilion and bar has been well received by all, we’ve already
had some excellent evenings enjoying the new facilities and accommodating
players, opponents, supporters and many more both during and after matches.

The bar will be open throughout the season at all home games, with all
welcome to come down and enjoy a drink in our lounge, or hopefully as the long
summer evenings go on, spill out onto the outfield, known as ‘the biggest beer
garden in Bugbrooke’.

New players are always welcome at any point of the season, so if you're
feeling like giving cricket a go, come on down to our weekly net practise on a
Tuesday evening.

All current updates and fixture/event information can be found on our social
media platforms, @BughrookeCC or search Bugbrooke Cricket Club on
Facebook. Feel free to drop us a message, or you can also get in touch with us
via email on Bugbrookecc@gmail.com.

Ciaran Thoma

Family Announcement

Sylvia Topliss - Geoff, Robert, David and family would like to take this
opportunity to thank you all for the friendship and support you have given us over
this difficult period. Your attendance in such numbers on the day of Sylvia's
funeral was very comforting, she would have been touched. All of your generous
donations in memory of Sylvia have been forwarded to Cancer Research and
Macmillan Nurses as per her wishes. We would also like to thank the Reverend
Nic Edwards who conducted the service.
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Services and Events at
St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep
up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events.

The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury
and Rothersthorpe.

Sunday Services — 9.30am

1stSunday 9:30am  Holy Communion
6:00pm  Sunday@6
2nd Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship
3rd Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion
4th Sunday  9:30am  Morning Worship
5th Sunday 10:30am Benefice Holy Communion
(See notices for venue)

14th July 4:00 pm All Age Service followed by refreshments

Regular events

Monday Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’ 10am to 11:30am
Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold) 8pm to 9pm

Wednesday Church open for private prayer 10amto 11am

Thursday Family Morning in the Church Rooms  9am to 11am

- a time for parents and tots - Term time only

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything,
please do not hesitate to call:
e The Churches’ Office 01604 830373
email: thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com
Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday
e Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 815496
e Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518
e Maureen Hale (Licenced Reader) 07900 001968
If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a brief
message and your telephone number, and a member of the team
will get back to you.

For information about events and services please visit our web-site
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Diary

June
19:30 | WI - Suzanne Raper and her Line Dancing team ®
14:00 | Wednesday Club SS
14:00 | Bowls Club Open Day and Barbecue - 14:00-17:00 CcC
10 19:30 | Bugbrooke Parish Council CcC
17 14:00 |U3A cC
19 14:00 | Wednesday Club SS
21-23 Towcester Midsummer Music Festival
24 19:45 | Flower Society - Open Evening with Katherine Kear NHVH
27 14:00 | West Northants Council Customer Service Team Drop-in BC
July
1 19:30 | WI - Members’ Night )
3 14:00 | Wednesday Club SS
3 19:30 | Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group CcC
5 19:30 | Friends of St Michaels - Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz cC
7 14:00 | BEWG Litterpick
8 14:00 |Flower - Ravensthorpe Garden Centre visit
8 19:30 | Bugbrooke Parish Council CcC
13 14:00 | Bugbrooke Church Fete in the Church Field
15 14:00 |U3A CcC
17 14:00 | Wednesday Club SS
17 19:30 | History Group - Life in the Boot and Shoe Factory CcC
31 14:00 | Wednesday Club SS
August

5_|

| W - Outing

Monday: 10:00-11:30 - Bugbrooke Church,

Community Living Rooms:

Tuesday: 13:30-17:00 - Jubilee House,

Alternate Thursdays: 14:00-17:00 - Bugbrooke Chapel (See Facebook/Notice boards)

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays 8:50 - 11:00 in the Sunday School

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month

BC - Bugbrooke Chapel, CC - Community Centre, & - Football Club,

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,
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BUGBROOK! PRE- CHOOL
A great place for Children to grow

Sessions available 8am-6pm all year round
for children aged 2-4

Funded sessions available for qualifying B year olds
and all § years and over

Qualified staff with a wealth of experience
Large enclosed garden

Viliage walks

Ofsted registered childcare and educational
facility pre-school in Bugbrooke for 2-5yrs old

01804832347  hello®bugbrookepre-school com www. bugbrookepre-school com

Village Hall, 14 High Street, Bugbrooke, Northampton, NN7 3PA
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