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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 248), October 2024 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

It’s the end of the first week of September and the transition from 
Summer to Autumn is apparent, both by looking out of the 
window and from what’s happening around the village. 

As the cricket and bowls matches finish the rugby and football come to the fore, 
providing exercise and entertainment to so many teams of players from Bugbrooke 
and all those visiting our playing fields. If organised sport is not your thing, I see that 
there could be the chance to join with other joggers to keep you fit until next Spring. 

Please ensure that you know what is going on in the village and do your best to 
support the Community Café and Carers’ Café as well as all the groups and societies 
that people work so hard to keep going. In terms of the help that is on offer, you will 
see reference in this issue to Bugbrooke Charities, OAP Gift Scheme, a cancer 
support group and Ability bus service. 

The front cover picture of the August 2024 LINK did not appear as we had 
intended – this was due to a glitch in our production process rather than anything to 
do with the printers. You can see the correct colours by visiting our website at 
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www.bugbrookelink.co.uk which has all previous issues of the magazine available to 
view. 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
During the month of July the PC operated Speedwatch which is an initiative 
supported by the Police to identify offending speeders and attempt to make our 
village a safer place for all of us. Seventeen sessions of one hour were undertaken 
by the team and resulted in the Police sending 137 letters to offending motorists who 
were travelling at five or more MPH above the posted speed limit. Please drive 
carefully and thoughtfully in our village please. We have purchased a further Vehicle 
Activated Sign with the help of a Police grant that will be deployed in the village soon. 

July saw PCSO Chris Dudley move on from serving our village to be replaced 
by PCSO Emma Teagles, who is an experienced Officer who previously served in 
Daventry area. I have met her inadvertently a few times already which demonstrates 
she is out and visible patrolling our village. 

Five new tiered planters are in place this year to replace the hanging baskets 
previously installed. These units are rented along with their maintenance and this is a 
trial year to judge their effectiveness. The feedback so far received has been very 
positive and I hope you are all enjoying their splendour. 

The Parish Council currently has a vacancy and anybody who is interested in 
joining us I would encourage you in the first place to contact our clerk and discuss 
what is involved or alternatively attend one of our monthly meetings (usually every 
second Monday of every month) and experience what is involved. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Another great season at Bugbrooke Bowls Club has just finished, with outdoor play 
from the end of April to the middle of September. I think it’s fair to describe the 
weather over the period as mixed, with rain affecting play at times but only two or 
three games abandoned. Mostly though, the matches have been played in beautiful 
conditions and to me there is nothing finer than being on the green with friends on a 
Summers day, especially when you can get the bowls to behave as you want them 
to. 

Overall, we’ve had a fair level of success in the weekend friendly matches, 
when we have been able to give everyone the opportunity of a game whether 
experienced or just starting out. The support and encouragement for our new players 
on Tuesday evenings has encouraged some of them to join us for the friendly 
matches which they have really enjoyed. 

As well as the Pairs and Triples competitions for club members, we’ve also held 
a Thursday evening Triples league followed by an Australian Pairs league. In 
addition, there has been a Singles competition resulting in two finals – one for the 
main ‘Shield’ and another for the ‘Plate’ which was for those knocked out in the first 
round. At the time of writing, some of these are yet to be determined so I’ll include 
the names of all our winners in the December issue of LINK. 

The end of season was marked by fun and games with afternoon tea on Sunday 
15 September 2024, following our last home match the day before. We always have 
a great time when we get together, the social side of our club is just as important as 

about:blank
about:blank
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the bowling. Out of season we endeavour to meet up, keep in touch and raise money 
for the club. 

We have arranged our next quiz at the Football Club (7.00 pm for 7.30 pm start) on 
Friday 18 October 2024 and hope to continue the monthly gatherings at The Bakers 
Arms from October to April which we’ve done for the last two years. Depending on the 
facilities at the time, we’ve played cards, darts, pool and bar skittles which has been 
great fun. 

The maintenance and improvement of the green and surroundings will continue 
throughout the autumn and winter to ensure that we’re all ready to go again in April 
2025. 

The main message is that the club is thriving and looking to build on what has 
been achieved over the last few years, with a warm welcome extended to all and the 
opportunity to play a wonderful sport and participate in social and fundraising events. 

Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to 
join us for next year. 

P.S. Huge congratulations to the men’s Monday Evening Team who, following a 
nail-biting final end on the final match of the season, gained enough points with a win to 
ensure that we stay in Division Two of the Northants’ Triples League for 2025. 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Gift Scheme 
The committee are pleased to confirm that we will be able to issue the gift vouchers 
again this year.  

As usual, the application form is in this edition of LINK, and relevant information is 
on the form as to where to post the completed applications. We will NOT accept any 
applications after the closing date this year, so please ensure that you complete your 
application by the date specified. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers as payment are as 
stated on the vouchers.  
Nigel Burt  Chairman 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
This year for the first time we left some of the grassy areas in the village to grow long 
and just mowed a strip around the outside. By the time you read this those areas of 
longer grass will, we hope, have been mowed and the clippings raked off. The raking 
has to be done because otherwise the clippings rot down and put nutrients back into the 
ground, which favours grass rather than the perennial wildflowers we want to 
encourage. 

Because this is the first year there has been a limited number of flowering plants 
among the grass – we hope this will change in the next few years. Nature works at her 
own pace so we will have to be patient. There was a lovely lot of Selfheal, Buttercups 
and Clover among the long grass on the corner of Church Lane though. 

This will be a long-term project and we are looking at other options for making the 
best use of these areas of land, both for wildlife and village residents. On our stall at the 
village fete in July we asked people what they would like to see – these are some of the 
options and we’d be really interested to know what you think: 

Plant trees – this would be done using trees suitable for the space that wouldn’t 
excessively overshadow or otherwise affect nearby homes. 

Community orchard – plant fruit frees such as apples, pears, plums and cherries. 
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Stick with the ‘meadow’ effect of mowing once or twice a year. 
An intermediate approach to mowing, perhaps every 4–6 weeks, which would 

result in more of a ‘flowering lawn’ effect. 
We are holding another Air Ambulance collection day on Friday 15 November. 

Please bring your good quality clothes, bric-a-brac and unwanted tech to the 
Community Centre between 10am and 5 pm. If you are unable to make that time 
please contact us on the details below and we will see what we can do to help you 
out. 

The next meeting of the Environmental Working Group is on Wednesday 6 
November, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, and our next village litterpick will be on 
Sunday 3 November. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
C la re  S la ter  ( c la res la ter .bpc@gmai l . com )  and  Jane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke Joggers? 
I met up with some runners just by chance from the village during one of my recent 
park runs at Sixfields country park, Northampton. These  park runs take place all 
over the country on Saturday mornings at 9am most weeks throughout the year. 
Could we possibly have a joggers group in the village meeting up informally for keep 
fit jogs/ runs. Ideally this would include adults of all levels and abilities. If there is any 
interest in meeting up for an initial run please contact me via 
email  tonyin@mail.com for further consideration. Please note my email address 
is mail.com and not gmail.com  just to avoid any confusion. 
Tony Inwood 

Nature Notes  
Here we are, at the beginning of September and our borders are looking rather sorry 
for themselves and really in need of some heavy downpours. By the time you read 
this, I’m hoping that will have been rectified and autumn is in full swing. 

Recently, we realised just how well the red kites are doing in our locality. We 
watched as a couple of dozen followed the tractor in the field next door. Then the 
rooks, ravens, magpies and small gulls all gathered within minutes of the tractor 
arriving on the field. Then, a few days later, the herring gulls arrived. We wonder if 
they had come inland to avoid the dreadful storms in the west at the time. 

The owl/s are quite vocal at the moment. Although we’re only hearing the ‘twit’. 
The ‘twoo’ seems not to be answering. I hope that they pair up soon. Owls mate for 
life, unless they lose their mate. 

Despite the recent dry spell, our autumn fruiting raspberries have done 
surprisingly well and are a good size. I’m itching to get the summer fruiting 
raspberries pruned and mulched. Each year we thin out this years fruiting canes and 
leave roughly 5 new canes and tie them in for next years fruit. For the taller ones 
(those that are too tall for the supports) we bend over and tie them in horizontally and 
only remove these tops in the spring. October is the month to prune the 
blackcurrants too. Cut out the stems that are crossing and keep the middle of the 
bush open so the air can circulate. October is also the best time to sow broad beans 
so that they are early to harvest next year to avoid blackflies on the tips. If this 

about:blank
about:blank
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happens, either wash them off or snip out the tips of the plants as they will be tall 
enough. It’s also a good time to get your garlic in the ground. 
By the end of September, it’s time for dead-heading and collecting seeds from your 
hollyhocks for next year. The seeds are now ripe and if I don’t remove them, I’ll have 
a million hollyhock plants next year… Just too many. I’m always excited to see what 
the insects have done while pollinating and enjoy the new blended colours we see 
every summer. This year I’ve had more deep purple and cerise pink. 

Due to the wetter spring and summer, our phlox have done so much better. This 
year, for the first time, I bravely gave some of my phlox the Chelsea Chop as they 
were quite tall. This is usually done during the time of the Chelsea Flower Show in 
May. I shortened them, they then branched from the point of the chop and have 
rewarded me with more blooms. I’ve plans to do the same with my sedums next year 
as they grew far too tall this year. This can be done with other herbaceous plants if 
you have good soil and plants grow well. Here, if it’s at all dry, my plants suffer. 
So, once the perennials have been cut down, October is the ideal month for mulching 
your borders. We compost our garden waste which goes back on the borders. But 
you can buy soil improvers from the garden centres.  Of course, autumn is ideal for 
gathering the leaves and making leaf mould. Contain them in a cage made of 4 posts 
and chicken wire and leaving it for a couple of years. Oak and beech leaves are 
among some of the quickest to decompose. Don’t be tempted to add to them as that 
will delay you being able to use the leaf mould. 
Pamela Cox 

Bugbrooke History Group 
At our July meeting Wendy Raybold gave a fascinating presentation about the 
dynasty of the Talent Family. It was linked with the school in West Haddon in 1832, 
but her research discovered a history in America as well as in Britain, and went back 
further in time. Family connections never cease to intrigue, and you can nowadays 
find so much on the internet through census forms etc. Thank you Wendy. 

 The meeting started with an AGM reporting that the Group continues to 
flourish in a fairly informal manner. Since its inauguration our meetings in the 
Community Centre or on Zoom have been open to anyone from the village. Since the 
beginning we have relied on Dave Hewitt to supply us with interesting speakers. Due 
to ill health, Dave cannot play the same active role but we take this opportunity to 
thank him for all the years he has given to the History Group, and trust that he will 
continue to enjoy our meetings and speakers which he hasn’t chosen for us. 

 In 2016 an archaeological dig was carried out in the village by Archaeology 
Warwickshire. I remember the weather was dreadful. The survey and retrieved 
artefacts were returned to us for safe keeping. Some of you may remember the 
interesting exhibition which we held over a couple of days at the Community Centre, 
also a presentation done by John Perkins explaining the meaning of the objects and 
the link with Bugbrooke History. Since then everything – bones, pottery, utensils, 
buttons and buckles, has been packed into boxes and stored at the Community 
Centre. At last Northamptonshire has its own resource and Storage Centre - ARC at 
Chester House for the safe storage and cataloguing of ancient artefacts found in the 
villages of Northamptonshire. This is the ideal place for our valuables and non 
valuables to live, where they are cared for in the correct atmosphere but remain 
accessible for anyone needing to examine them for research purposes. We retained 
some items which you can see in the Community Centre, in a glass show cabinet 
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opposite the door to the bar. Note: they have no monetary value, merely of scientific 
interest. 

 On September 17th we have a meeting at the Community Centre when John 
Perkins will report on the latest research into Richard III and the Princes in the tower. 

 We shall have a Summer Walk on September 7th. Too late for those of you 
who are only now aware of it, and too late for me to report on it.  Once again we 
thank John Perkins for his knowledge and research into the history of Bugbrooke. 
And also take this opportunity to thank John Curtis and Dave Hewitt who previously 
led these history walks. 

 For Sale:  we do have a small number of books on the History of Bugbrooke 
which for a limited time – until Christmas - are on offer at half price – a fantastic 
bargain. Lovely Christmas presents.  Contact me if you would like one. 

 Pictorial Bugbrooke 1860  - 1960  £7.00 
 Pictorial Bugbrooke  1930 – 1980  £7.00 
 Pictorial Bugbrooke  1980 – 1999  £10.00 
Next meetings November, January and March will be on Zoom. If you would like 

to tune in send me your email address. November 20th it will be Andy Chapman 
talking about Before the Castle – the origins of  Northampton. 

We do have a bargain price for a year’s membership of £10,  and each 
individual meeting is £3 entry. 
Pat Kent, secretary  email frksp6@gmail.com,  tel. 01604 830518, 1 High St. 
Bugbrooke 

Bugbrooke WI 
At the time of writing, it's  good to have some pleasant weather at long last, 
and Bugbrooke WI meetings continue to offer women of all ages an 
opportunity to get together and enjoy interesting activities and experiences. 

In July the members, instead of the committee, planned the evening and 
produced a delicious buffet which was followed by games. A fun time 
enjoyed by us all. 

On July 13th, Bugbrooke WI provided an amazing array of cakes for the 
Church Fete refreshments in the church, which was well supported and 
appreciated. 

Our outing to Sulgrave Manor in August was extremely interesting. A 
short talk was followed by a tour of the beautiful Tudor house and gardens, 
once the home of George Washington’s ancestors. 
Forthcoming Meetings 
October 7th, An Evening Of Intrigue, Judge Chris Tickle. 
Crafty Chatter, Skittles and lunch clubs are regularly arranged. 
4th November, Analiza Jones, Shell Craft from the Philippines. A PowerPoint 
presentation with items to handle and possibly purchase.  
2nd December, Christmas Get Together, with Crafts  

We are always pleased to welcome new members and visitors. Meetings are 
usually on the first Monday of each month, 7.30pm, at Bugbrooke St Michael’s 
Football Club. There is a small charge for guests. 

For further information please contact Pat Grant, our President, on 01604 
317398 
Jennie Thomas 
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Badgers Classic and Sports Car Group  
Our meetings held at the Wharf public house have been well attended over the past 
few months . Due to the good weather we have managed to get some of our classic 
cars and bikes to the Wharf. This allowed time for viewing by members along 
with general conversation and  exchanging  knowledge. Some of the group members 
have attended several shows during recent times. It has been mainly individuals 
going to the likes of the Rushden 1940s event, Twinwood, a second world war RAF 
base near Biggleswade, plus a new event at Kelmarsh Hall organised by classic 
insurance company Footman James.  

 All these events were discussed at our last meeting and we hope to have more 
support for similar shows next year as the show season is drawing to a close. The 
feedback was positive. I would recommend a visit to Twinwood as the ex RAF airfield 
has a number of museums in the original second world war buildings still standing 
and well worth a visit. This is the airfield where American band leader Glenn Miller 
flew out from heading towards France only to be never seen again as the plane was 
lost. Paul Simpson went to the Rushden show and reported the event was well 
attended as in previous years where he had an enjoyable day; lots of classics and 
music.  Along with my partner I attended the show at Kelmarsh Hall which was on the 
same day as Rushden, there were around eighty plus classic and performance cars 
on show with cars from different decades going through the arena and owners being 
interviewed about them. The gardens and grounds alone are well worth a visit and 
the hall cafe made good beverages and served quality cakes. 

 We are also working on visits out and are in talks with several people from 
various organisations to make this happen. We are due to have another social night 
out at the White Horse in Norton as our September meeting. Watch this space. We 
are planning a Saturday afternoon event at the Bakers Arms yet to be fully confirmed 
at the time of going to press, the provisional date being Saturday 26th October from 
12 noon onwards. We would welcome villagers to come along on the day to view our 
classic cars and motor bikes. These will be parked in and around the pub car park 
and show support for the local village pub. Our members should be available to 
answer any questions related to the classics. This welcome also includes coming 
along to the Wharf during our regular meetings even if you do not own a classic car 
or bike all you need is a like minded interest.  
Tony Inwood 

Santa in Bugbrooke December 2024  
Early preparations for Santa in Bugbrooke 2024 have begun! The Elves are 
reluctantly returning from the beaches to start the monumental task ahead. 

This year’s Village visit will be on Friday December 20th. The route and timings 
should remain unchanged and details will be advertised early December.  

My Facebook page, Santa in Bugbrooke {#SantainBugbrooke} will have regular 
updates in December. 

Last year we again experienced a technical challenge which led to reduced 
sound. My Tech Elf assures me that all will be well this year. 

See you all soon and remember, be Good. 
Santa 
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Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group 
The scout group has been taking a break over the summer but are looking forward to 
meetings recommencing the week of the 9th September. Both scout leaders 
resigned at the end of the summer term and we have managed to recruit two new 
lead volunteers. We have also had a few more volunteers for the beaver and cub 
sections but would welcome more volunteers to help out with every section or on our 
trustee board. Volunteering with scouts is flexible and you can commit as much time 
as you want. If you would like to find out more about volunteering, please contact us 
via email at enquiries@bugbrookeharpolescouts.org or text or WhatsApp on 
07512765034 or take a look at our Facebook page Bugbrooke and Harpole scouts. 

Prior to the holidays the cubs attending the district cub camp at Blackwell 
Adventure centre in Birmingham. They got to try many different activities including 
the giant swing, archery, crate stacking, orienteering, the climbing wall, pedal go 
karts and grass sledging as well as a campfire where the cubs and leaders taught all 
the other groups a new campfire song. They had a great time and for some it was 
their first time camping. For the last evening of term we held a challenge night for 
cubs and beavers where they had to complete many challenges in their groups. One 
of the funniest was pushing a marble along the floor with your nose. They all worked 
well together and completed all the challenges.  

Beavers and cubs have a full programme planned for the autumn term and will 
be completing lots of badges. A representative from the HSBC bank will be visiting 

mailto:enquiries@bugbrookeharpolescouts.org
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the group to help them complete their money skills badge and hopefully by the end of 
term some beavers will have completed their bronze scout award. 

Beavers and cubs meet on a Tuesday at 6-7.30pm 
Scouts meet on a Tuesday at 7-8.30pm 

Sue Beckingham,   Group lead volunteer 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society  
September 2nd as I write. The summer has been mostly disappointing with a few 
lovely days here and there. We have been lucky with our trips out and about. Our 
visit to Ravensthorpe Nursery on a lovely evening after a miserable day was enjoyed 
by all. Well worth a visit when they open for the National Garden Scheme. Delicious 

cakes too. In August we travelled a 
little further afield to Floral Media near 
Newark. It is owned by an amazing 
couple who gave us a very special day 
w i t h  a  l o v e l y  l u n c h . 
On 28th October we will have our 50th 
anniversary dinner and on 25th 
November Beverley Short will present 
A Christmas Wish. 
Visitors will receive a warm welcome 
to our friendly club in Nether Heyford 
Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each 
month at 7.30pm. 
Jane Barker 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
On Saturday 2nd November we will be holding a Craft Fayre in the Church. This is 
now becoming one of our regular annual events; and is something for all the family, 
at a time when it’s not too early to start thinking about Christmas presents. It is also 
great to be holding the Fayre in the Church. As well as making a lovely setting, our 
village church is of course the building we are raising funds to help preserve. The 
Fayre will be open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. If anyone is interested in booking a table 
at the Fayre, please contact Teresa Garlic on 07334 945648. 

Later, on Friday 6th December, we will have our annual wine tasting. This will be 
in the Community Centre. Judging by previous occasions it should be great fun. We 
will shortly be finalising details and getting tickets ready for sale. Members and 
previous supporters will then be sent a letter. If anyone else is interested please 
contact me (tel 01604 830933) or any committee member. 

I am having to write this before our Wedding Dress Exhibition in the Church 
(planned for 14th/15th September) has happened. I shall therefore be reporting on 
that in the next LINK. In the meantime I’ll just give a big thankyou to everyone 
involved in organising and supporting the event. 

And to finish, just the usual reminder that the Friends of the Church is a 
registered charity which enables all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church 
goers or not, to contribute to the upkeep of our beautiful village church. If you are not 
already a member, but would like to become one and support our work, then please 
contact me or our Treasurer, Peter Barton (tel 07969 737252) or any Committee 
member. A membership subscription is only £5 a year per person. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Charities – Call for Grant Applications 
We are pleased to still be able to make some awards to provide financial support and 
wish to invite applications from those meeting the following criteria: 

Those suffering hardship 
Organisations that support those in hardship in the village 
Young people entering or in further education or training, who are struggling to 

buy books/equipment etc. 
Costs for school uniforms for those families in financial hardship 
Those who need extra support as a result of illness or disability 
Youth organisations that need financial support for children that struggle to pay 

for uniforms, excursions etc. 
Please note that the beneficiaries must be residents of Bugbrooke. 
Please make grant applications, in confidence, to the Chair of Bugbrooke Cafe, 

David Hollely: 
By email: david.hollely1@btinternet.com 
or letter to 6A Church Lane 
by no later than 30th October 2024. 
Your application needs to include your name, address, contact details, the 

amount requested and for what purpose. Please also include relevant details that you 
believe would be helpful regarding any assessment of hardship. 

Your personal details, together with any subsequent award (other than to 
appropriate organisations), will remain confidential. 

When reviewing requests for support, the awards panel may ask for evidence of 

about:blank
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hardship e.g. receipt of certain Government benefits. 
The awards panel will consist of the present Café Directors (Catherine Parry, 

Peter Wilkins, Steve Dawks, Rev. Nic Edwards and David Hollely) plus the remaining 
charity trustees and a representative of the Parish Council. 

Please call me on 07764 660972 if you have any questions regarding the 
scheme or your eligibility to apply. 
David Hollely 

Bugbrooke Community Primary School 
By the time you read this, we will have started our new academic year and welcomed 
new pupils and families to the school. I hope you all had a wonderful summer and 
enjoyed the lovely warm weather we were lucky enough to have!  

Last year was another wonderful one! It once again was a privilege to have 
been the head teacher of our school and I am very excited about the year to come.  

The final term of last year was jam packed with exciting events for our pupils as 
well as transition events to support all children moving on to the next year. For some 
of our pupils and staff, it was time to say goodbye and good luck! It is a huge step 
moving from the comforts of Bugbrooke Primary, but I know that every Year 6 is 
ready for their next chapter that lies ahead and for the staff who we said goodbye to, 
we wish you all the luck in the world for the ventures you are about to embark upon.  

We could not have been prouder of our Year 6 children who have now flown the 
nest and soared into the next part of their journey. The end of term was a very 
special time for them, their final performances, B’Fest and our final Year 6 
celebration assembly.  
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Congratulations to all of the children for all you have achieved during your 
time at Bugbrooke. Now it is time to spread your wings, take on the world and 
remember to always be the best you can be! I hope that all of our previous Year 
6 pupils have enjoyed the start of their secondary school journey.  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank every single member of staff for 
all of their hard work last year. We have an incredible team who work above and 
beyond to support the children and families of Bugbrooke Community Primary 
School! 

I also want to thank the members of staff who we said goodbye to; Mrs 
Buettner (our Deputy Headteacher), Mrs Wheatley and Miss Whitaker (Class 
Teachers) and Mrs Giles and Mrs Willers (Teaching Assistants). I wish them all 
of the luck in their new ventures. Thank you so much for everything you have 
done for us all.  
Thank you to our Year 6 Leaver’s Hoodie Sponsors 
Thank you so much to our Year 6 Leaver’s Hoodies: KD Scaffolding and Unusual 
Rigging. We really do appreciate your generous donation. Thank you to Kyle 
Dufty and Leon Ingram for organising this. 

Friends of Bugbrooke School   
Last year was an incredible year for our FOBS committee. Throughout the year, 
the team organised a range of fundraising events. I would like to take this 
opportunity to say a massive thank you to all of FOBS who have organised the 
most incredible events this year. It has been the most amazing year for the 
charity who raised an astonishing £12,454 last year! I cannot believe that the 
events have raised so much money! This is definitely the most money that has 
been raised for the school in one year.  

One of the most incredible events this year was our Colour Run. Thank you 
to Mr Hawes and his colleagues from the Fire Service who attended to add that 
extra splash to the event!  
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Thank you FOBS!  
 
Thank you to everyone 
who has spent money at 
any of our events this 
year. Every penny counts 
and comes straight back to 
school!  
 
Governors  
I would also like to publicly 
thank our Full Governing 
Body for all their support 

and hard work last year. They are an incredible team of volunteers who dedicate 
time to ensure our school is the best it can be.  

We have space for more volunteers on our governing body. If you feel this is 
something you would like to be involved in or know someone who may be, please 
contact the school on 01604 830610 for more information about how you can be 
involved. You do not have to have a child at the school to be part of this vital team.  
Community Links 
We are very keen to engage more with the community. If you would like to come 
and volunteer at the school or know of a way in which we could be a part of the 
wider community, please do contact the school.  
Mrs Rebecca Birch  Headteacher of Bugbrooke Community Primary School 

Village Profile 
Philippa Reeve – Philippa’s Farm Shop 
Where were you born? 
I was born in Northampton and lived in 
Staverton with mum, dad and my two older 
brothers, about twenty years ago we 
crossed the border and moved to 
Warwickshire, then my sister was born. 
Do you work on the farm? 
I wouldn’t say work, I help out on the odd 
day, especially when they are busy with 
lambing, my dad and eldest brother now 
run the farm and contracting together. 
Which schools and colleges did you 
attend? 
I started my education at Bilton Grange in 
Dunchurch, then Princethorpe College, I 
then moved onto Stratford Catering 
College. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 

Yes, definitely! A big family living on a 
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farm with endless jobs to do – feeding the lambs, chickens, riding bikes, etc. 
everything you can imagine being on a farm. 
Where/when did Philippa’s Farm Shop all start? 
When I left college, I started working as front of house at a wedding venue, then 
COVID hit and all weddings were stopped and we were all furloughed. I was a little 
bored and found a part time job working in a Deli and kitchen. During this time I met a 
lady who had set up a farm shop in a trailer and thought what a good idea it was so I 
bought myself a trailer and set up in Patishall Parish Hall car park, I was a farm shop/ 
café. Selling all the essentials, bread, meat and vegetables, along with coffees and 
cakes, and because we were 
outside and essential it was all 
allowed during COVID. 

After Christmas my mum saw 
on Facebook that the Pantry Door 
was closing and I thought that 
would be a good next step, I 
viewed the shop and said yes 
straight away. I kept lots of my old 
customers and made lots of new 
ones. Alongside the shop we now 
do event catering for Funerals, 
parties and Christenings too. 

I am overwhelmed by the 
support I have had from customers 
old and new and also from the 
local businesses that support us. 

This year we were at 
Blakesley Show where we were 
serving teas, coffees and cakes 
from the trailer and also had the 
marquee to promote the shop and 
events where we were handing out 
leaflets and offering samples, 
enjoyed by all. 
Do you have any hobbies? 
I love sport, I play Netball every week and enjoy tennis. I do also enjoy visiting the 
pub! 
What is your favourite food? 
Chocolate, I eat a lot of chocolate, and Sunday roast.  
What is your biggest achievement? 
At my second Blakesley Show, we won best stand we were quite chuffed with that. 
An obvious one if I’m very happy with how the shop is coming along and all we’ve 
achieved there. Finally passing my trailer test was quite a big deal at the time. 
Who do you most admire? 
My parents, they are very supportive of me and I could not have even considered 
opening the shop without them. 
What is most important to you in life? 
You need to be happy and enjoy life, living it to the fullest! 
Interview by Linda Hartgroves 
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The Cancer Support Group 
The Cancer Support Group in Weedon welcomes all people affected by cancer living 
in Weedon and the surrounding area – whether you are newly diagnosed, going 
through or have finished treatment, living with and managing cancer or part of the 
valuable support network of carers, relatives & friends. You are all able to share 
information, stories and anecdotes which will help others and be part of the cancer 
support network. The group is a place to come and chat over tea & cake, talk about 
whatever you want and have some time to relax with others. We have a selection of 
leaflets and information which may be useful.  

The Cancer Support Group is held in the Chapter House at the rear of St Peter 
& St Paul Church, Weedon, on the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of every month, 2.00 – 
4.00 pm. Come along and join us on 9th & 23rd October; 13th & 17th November.  

Speakers have been arranged for the following dates:  
23rd October - Sue Jobbins Social Prescriber with Age UK. Social Prescribing is 

a non-clinical intervention to help with physical and mental wellbeing for adults, it can 
help us individually by referring on to social groups, therapies, clubs and other 
services in our area.  

13th November - Sian Gaskins on Tai Chi - the benefits of the gentle exercise 
mind and body, which is fun to learn and can help to promote physical and emotional 
wellbeing.  

Access to the room is flat with no steps, parking is either under the railway 
arches at the side of the church or in Church Street. If you don’t want to come alone, 
bring a friend.  

For anyone who would like to come along and be part of the group, would like 
more information, who has time to help out with refreshments or chatting with people 
please contact Libby Hart on 01327 341816 or e-mail: csgweedon@btinternet.com. 

Bugbrooke Family Morning (Mums and Tots)  
For pre-school children & babies 
Bugbrooke Family Morning provides somewhere for mums, dads, grandparents 
and carers to bring their pre-school children to play and to enjoy a cuppa and 
chat together. 

It is held in the Sunday School building (home of the community café) on 
Thursdays during term time from 8.50am until 11am. We have lots of things for 
the children to do, including painting, play dough, building toys, play farm, Brio 
train track and a play mat with toys for the younger children plus lots more. 
It is a good place to meet people and make new friends, especially if you are 
new to the village. 

No child is too young (our youngest was only a few days old!) as sometimes 
it's the adults who need somewhere to go to meet other new parents and swap 
baby stories. 

Family morning is run by volunteers who set up the hall with all the toys and 
make tea and coffee and juice and a biscuit for the children. We only ask for a 
very small contribution towards the refreshments. 

Follow us on our Bugbrooke Family Morning Facebook page for more 
information. 

We look forward to meeting you. 
Gerry, Marilyn, Anne and Sheila 
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Services and Events at  

St Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep  

up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events.  

The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury 

and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Services – 9.30am 

1st Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

 6:00pm Sunday@6 

2nd Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

3rd Sunday 9:30am  Holy Communion 

4th Sunday 9:30am  Morning Worship 

5th Sunday 10:30am Benefice Holy Communion 

  (See notices for venue) 

 

 Sun 10th Nov 4:00pm  PAR-Tea@4 in the Sunday School 

Regular events 

Monday          Church open for ‘Coffee and a Chat’ 10am to 11:30am 

 Bellringing Practice (temporarily on hold)    8pm to 9pm 

Wednesday   Church open for private prayer  10am to 11am 

Thursday  Family Morning in the Church Rooms  9am to 11am  

 - a time for parents and tots - Term time only   
                                            

 

If you wish to speak to a member of the church about anything, 

please do not hesitate to call: 

 The Churches’ Office 01604 830373 

email:  thebeneficeofbhkandr@gmail.com 

Office hours 9:00am to 11:30am Monday to Friday 

 Revd Nic Edwards (Rector) 01604 815496 

 Alan Kent (Lay Chairman PCC) 01604 830518 

 Maureen Hale (Licensed Reader) 07900 001968   

If you don’t get a reply, please leave your name, along with a brief 

message and your telephone number, and a member of the team 

will get back to you. 

For information about events and services please visit our web-site  

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Diary   

October   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

7 19:30 WI - An Evening of Intrigue, Judge Chris Tickle.  ⚽ 

9 14:00 Cancer Support Group W 

14 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

16 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

18 19:00 Bowls Club - Quiz ⚽ 

21 14:00 U3A CC 

23 14:00 Cancer Support Group - Sue Jobbins, Social Prescriber - Age UK  W 

26 12:00 Badgers classic and sports car group  TBC BA 

28 19:30 Flower Society - 50th Anniversary dinner  

30 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

30  Deadline for  Bugbrooke Charities – Grant Applications  

31  Deadline for Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme  

November   

2 13:00 Friends of St Michaels - Craft Fayre Ch 

3  BEWG - Village Litterpick  

4 19:30 WI - Analiza Jones, Shell Craft from the Philippines.  ⚽ 

6 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

11 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

13 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

13 14:00 Cancer Support Group - Sian Gaskins on Tai Chi  W 

15 10:00 BEWG - Air Ambulance collection day. Until 16:00 CC 

18 14:00 U3A CC 

20 17:30 History Group - Andy Chapman - Before the Castle Zoom 

25 19:30 Flower Society - Beverley Short - ‘A Christmas Wish’ NHVH 

27  Wednesday Club - Winter trip SS 

27 14:00 Cancer Support Group W 

December   

2 19:30 WI - Christmas Get together with crafts ⚽ 

6 19;30 Friends of St Michaels - Wine Tasting CC 

Community Living Rooms:  

 

 

 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

BA Baker’s Arms CC - Community Centre,  Ch - Church,    ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,   SS - Sunday School,   W - Weedon Church 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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