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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 251), April 2025 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
I hope you enjoy this issue of your village magazine, which 
has a great cover and loads of lovely photos as well as plenty 
of news and information. 

Pat Kent is standing down at our AGM after more than 15 
years on the committee and she will be greatly missed. Pat contributed directly to the 
magazine with the Village Profile and History Group articles, as well as much behind 
the scenes work including monitoring and responding to emails and suggesting loads 
of ideas and thoughts on how to improve LINK. That means we’re really keen to get 
others involved so please let me know in advance of our AGM if you would like to join 
the committee so that we can have a chat in advance.  

The AGM will be held at 2 pm on Monday 05 May 2025 at 31 Pilgrims Lane, so 
please let me know if you would like to attend. 

It’s really important for the future of LINK that we get others involved to take 
over and continue the production of a valuable resource for Bugbrooke – it’s your 
magazine! 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 
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Parish Council Report  
Since my last report we have had two meetings in the village at the Community 
Centre to discuss the November Floods and both were very well attended. The first 
meeting in January was multi-agency with Anglia Water, Environmental Agency and 
the Local Flood Authority who were keen to meet those who were directly affected by 
the floods and share their experiences. The main themes that came out was that the 
floods occurred very quickly, went away very quickly and a lot of the water came in 
across the fields and through the drains as well as from the river. After long 
discussions, a tour of the affected areas was conducted with the agencies. They 
have gone away to prepare a report which they have to produce because of the 
number of houses affected. In February our MP Sarah Bool came to the village and 
attended another meeting to talk to residents and understand their concerns and 
toured the village afterwards. The Council in the background is working to produce a 
Community Resilience Plan and will soon be seeking volunteers to be active in 
creating and implementing the plan. 

For the past 7 years or so, the PC has been ring-fencing money with the 
ambition of purchasing Captains Close. For those who don’t know this is the piece of 
land on the opposite side of the river from the Millennium Green. Recently the land 
became available, and the parish council have now purchased it so it will remain in 
perpetuity to belong to the village. This means that along with the two pieces of the 
Millennium Green, it forms a large green area in the centre of the village which will 
never be built on or used for other purpose other than being a green area. Over the 
next few years, the surrounding fences/wall will be repaired as well as the trees 
being tidied up and will be a great long-term asset for the village. 

Work has started on the new Sandy Lane from Kislingbury round west side of 
Northampton and is due for completion in May. Although not in our village, it is an 
important route for residents leaving and has caused issues with its temporary 
closure. Work has started on the Gayton Road at Tin Bridge and will be completed in 
the Summer, and we get that important route back. 

On May 1st it is Local Election Day for both Bugbrooke Parish Council as well 
as West Northants Council and the Campion Ward which Bugbrooke is part of. The 
Parish Council consists of 15 Councillors and all places are up for election so if you 
want to be part of the Council then register your interest, details on the website. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
As the clocks spring forward, the evenings get longer and the weather (hopefully) 
starts to warm up, it means the dawn of the new cricket season is almost upon us 
after a long cold winter. 

 We’re counting down to the start of the new Northamptonshire Cricket Season, 
with the First XI getting their Division 5 campaign underway on Saturday April 26th, 
with a home game against Long Buckby at the Doc White Ground. 

 Our Second and Third XIs have remained in Divisions 9 and 13 respectively, 
and they begin a week later, on May 3rd, the Seconds welcoming Stony Stratford 4s 
to the Playing Fields, whilst the Thirds host Burton Latimer 4s at the Doc White. 

 Senior training will be getting underway during April as preparations continue, 
we will train on Tuesday and Thursday evenings, with the exact starting date to be 
confirmed depending on weather and ground conditions, keep an eye on our social 
media platforms for more details! 
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We are always welcoming of new players, with our three league sides offering a 
range of ability levels, so if you’re new to the area, a former player looking to resume 
the game, or simply looking to try out cricket, please feel free to come along to the 
club, or get in touch with us. 

We also have a full programme of Sunday friendly fixtures, a full list of which, 
alongside all of our fixtures can be found on Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com. 

 Junior cricket resumes next month, where we will once again be running the 
ECB’s successful All Stars and Dynamos programmes, with All Stars catering for 
youngsters aged 5-8, and Dynamos 8-11. Registrations are now open via the ECB, 
past participants should have received an email, but for those looking to join simply 
search ECB All-Stars and then search Bugbrooke in the location. 

 We welcomed over 50 eager youngsters and their parents last year, and look 
forward to some action-packed Friday nights, both on the field and in the bar, all 
starting from Friday May 16th. 

Social events kick into gear this month, as we officially kick-off the season with 
our last Friday of the month social, which will take place on April 25th, the night 
before the new season, which will also act as a signing on night, with memberships 
for the year now due. 

 We have arranged a wine tasting evening in partnership with Bugbrooke Rugby 
Club, of which details can be found elsewhere in this edition, and we have plenty of 
other socials planned throughout the summer, keep an eye on our socials for more 
details! 

 You can find us by searching Bugbrooke Cricket Club on Facebook, or 
@bugbrookeCC on X and Instagram. Alternatively, to get in touch, email us 
at bugbrookecc@gmail.com. 
Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
We started this year with some grim news: 2024 was the hottest year on record 
globally and carbon dioxide emissions are happening even faster than before. 
You’ve probably noticed that even in the UK we are already having more frequent 
and intense storms, not to mention catastrophic flooding that unfortunately affected 
some Bugbrooke residents personally. Just imagine what our weather could be like 
when our children are grown up if we continue to pump out planet-heating gases at 
this rate? 

So 2025 needs to be a year of huge efforts to reduce carbon emissions – as a 
developed country we are responsible for our historic carbon emissions which were 
the biggest in the world at the time and as carbon dioxide stays in the atmosphere for 
hundreds of years, the warming effects of our huge emissions are still being felt. 
These reductions need to be led by government and businesses, but don’t 
underestimate your own power as a consumer – you can be heard through where you 
choose to spend your money, by supporting those businesses who are genuinely 
working on reducing their carbon footprints. 

Our Grassland Management Plan has been revised following feedback from 
residents. The patch of land adjacent to Almond Close will revert to regular mowing, 
as we were made aware that it’s used by children to play on. The rest of the areas 
will follow the approach we used last year, where they are mown once in summer. 
We will be looking for help with clearing the clippings away again after the grass has 
been cut, which should be in August. Please do get in touch if you can help and/or if 
you have a rake we can borrow! 

http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
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By the time you read this, the Bugbrooke Garden Birdwatch will have happened 
and the results can be found on page 11. 

This year we are also keen to make the village as hedgehog-friendly as 
possible, so during Hedgehog Awareness Week (5-11 May), we’ll be sharing 
information and ideas on how to help out the hedgehogs into your garden (and 
encourage them in if you don’t yet have any prickly visitors). 

On our first litter pick of 2025 we again took advantage of the road closure on 
the Gayton Road and picked the verges further up towards the railway bridge. Thank 
you to all the volunteers who helped us to collect 12 bags. 

If you’d like to get more involved, we hold regular meetings every second month 
on the first Wednesday. The next meeting is on Wednesday 7 May, 7.30pm at the 
Community Centre, and our next village litter pick will be on Sunday 4 May. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and Jane Wood 
 (janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
By the time this edition of Link comes out we will have just had our Spring Craft 
Fayre (on the Saturday before Mothering Sunday). I am hoping I will be able to report 
it had been a great success in the next Link. 

Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 30th April at 7.30 pm in the Sunday 
School. If you are interested in the preservation of Bugbrooke’s lovely and historic 
Church, please come along. You will be most welcome. 

We will be holding our usual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on Friday 4th July in 
the Community Centre. I will give more details about that in the next edition of Link. 

Finally, I would just like to express our best wishes to Nic and family for their 
new life in the Isle of Wight. While at Friends our concern is really only with the 
building, we do appreciate it when it is a happy building, as it certainly was while Nic 
was rector. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
The year began with the welcome return of Richard Twiselton who first came to the 
Club in the very early days. He is a very talented demonstrator with a dry sense of 
humour. We hope we see him again before he retires. 

There are several outings planned for later in the year including a visit to 
Salisbury Cathedral Flower Festival, Waterperry Gardens and the NAFAS National 
Show at Gloucester Cathedral. 

On April 28th Claire Bond will present ‘Spring Gifts’. No meeting in May as it is a 
Bank Holiday. A date for your diaries - June 23rd ‘Along the Silk Road’ with Coral 
Gardiner. This is an Open Meeting. Tickets only. More details nearer the time. 

If you love flowers come and join us at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th 
Monday of each month at 7.30pm. We are a friendly club and you will be made very 
welcome. 
Jane Barker  

mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
At our AGM I finished my Chairman’s Report by saying: 

“Our main focus for this year, as well as having fun and enjoying good 
company, is to consolidate and increase membership (we’ve set an informal target of 
35 to 40 playing members). We recognise that not everybody is able or wishes to 
play in bowls matches so we are initiating social membership for supporters who 
want to be involved with the club. Thank you to the committee and all within the club 
who have contributed to our ongoing success and I trust you share my enthusiasm 
and are all looking forward to the 2025 season at Bugbrooke Bowls Club.” 

I was able to report at the AGM that we had received permission at the end of 
January for a timber gazebo and this is now largely constructed on a patio area by 
the clubhouse and will enhance the experience of coming to our club for our 
members, guests and visiting players. We’ve also applied for a Club Premises 
Certificate such that in due course we may be able to provide regulated 
entertainment as well as alcohol to members and guests. You’ll find the 
advertisement for this application in this issue. 

Our presentation evening in March in the Lounge at the Community Centre was 
really enjoyable and it was lovely to be able to make presentations and congratulate 
all the winners from the 2024 season. 

We’re still having a treasure hunt on Saturday 12 April 2025 but this will now be 
in and around Bugbrooke on foot. This will be limited to twelve teams and the cost is 
to be £30.00 per team and this will include a picnic for a team of four at the end of the 
hunt. 

To start our season we’re holding a quiz at the Football Club on Friday 25 April 
2025 with a time of 7 pm for a 7.30 pm start. It will be £2 per person with teams of up 
to six and there will be a raffle to raise funds for the club. We have our first match 
away at Byfield the same weekend, on the afternoon of Saturday 26 April 2025. 

There will be an open afternoon at the end of April but this has been moved to 
Sunday 27 April 2025 at 2 pm and then ‘roll-up’ evenings, from 6 pm, each Tuesday 
from May to September. All are welcome to attend the open day and ‘roll-up’ 
sessions, which is a super way of having a go as an introduction to bowls. 

As a group, we’re working hard to maintain and enhance the facilities and 
offerings at Bugbrooke Bowls Club. Please get in touch with me if you would like 
further information about the club and membership (full, novice, junior and social 
options are available). 
Paul Cockcroft,  01604 831688 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch 
This is the Environmental Working Group’s first year organising the Bugbrooke 
Garden Birdwatch. Thank you very much to everyone who took part and to Margaret 
Cooke for sharing her data from the past 15 years’ Birdwatches. 

27 people took part in 2025 – this was a bit of a drop on last year (35). Perhaps 
we need to shout a bit louder about the Birdwatch next year, or get the forms out 
earlier – let us know. 

This year’s participants reported a total of 39 species (vs 35 in 2024), with the 
number of species seen in each garden ranging from 2-19 (3-20 last year). 

Judging by our results, the bird you are most likely to see is the Blackbird, which 
visited 25 of the 27 gardens. Perhaps it helps that Blackbirds are bigger than many 
garden birds and the males particularly are very distinctive. There were quite a few 
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species of which only one or two individuals were seen, including Redwing, 
Goldcrest and Blackcap, with the prize spot probably being a Treecreeper. 

The most numerous bird was the Starling (202) – not everyone’s favourite but 
they are smart and sociable birds. They love a bath, and it’s worth putting out a 
birdbath or bowl of water just to watch them enjoy it. The second most numerous bird 
was the House Sparrow (180). Given these results, it might be surprising to know 
that both species are on the UK’s Red List for Birds of Conservation Concern, last 
updated in 2021. This is because the criteria for being on the list includes population 
trends and the numbers of these birds have dropped considerably in recent years. 

We are really grateful to everyone who spent an hour of their time watching 
birds and reporting what they saw. Don’t think it isn’t worth sending in your report if 
you haven’t seen many birds – that data is just as important as the lucky person who 
saw 19 different species. The point of the Birdwatch is to build up data over time to 
see what is changing in our village. If you also sent in your sightings to the RSPB Big 
Garden Birdwatch, even better. Citizen science information like this is genuinely 
valuable to the organisations working hard to protect our wildlife. 

And if you enjoyed the Birdwatch, why not have a go at more citizen science – 
the Big Butterfly Count takes place every summer, or to report sightings more 
regularly, you can sign up to the Northamptonshire Biodiversity Records Centre or 
download an app to your phone such as iRecord. Both of these welcome reports of 
mammals, birds, invertebrates and plants, both common and unusual. 
Jane Wood on behalf of Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group. 
Janewood.bpc@gmail.com 07901775639 

Bugbrooke WI  
Our meetings in January and February were in the afternoon, but we have now 
returned to evenings. 

In January we enjoyed our annual quiz. In February  we welcomed Alison, one 
of the countless volunteers from the RNLI. We enjoyed a very interesting 
presentation on the amazing work done by the RNLI, which in 2024  celebrated 200 
years of saving lives at sea. 

Future meetings:  April 7th will include a talk entitled, Insight into Life as a 
member of a 1st  class  cabin  crew.  On May 12th, we will be joined by Harpole WI to 
vote on this year’s resolution.  

The resolutions to be considered are, 
Let’s  talk about Incontinence. 
Bystanders can be lifesavers 
Join the repair revolution 
Eliminate landfill of medication packing 
These are all very important subjects for discussion and should give many 

participants an opportunity to give their valued opinions.This will be followed by a talk 
on the RSPCA. 

We  are always pleased to welcome new members. There is a small charge for 
guests. We meet usually on the first Monday of the month at 7.30pm, unless 
otherwise stated, at Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. For further information, 
please contact  our President, Pat Grant, tel 07749388616. 
Jennie Thomas 
 

 

mailto:Janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke Allotment Association 
The new growing season is about to start. Have you ever wanted to grow your own 
fresh vegetables and taste the difference? Now is the time when most of the 
allotment gardeners emerge from their winter hibernations and start growing all those 
different vegetables. The ones you don't buy in the supermarket like beetroot, runner 
beans, french beans and celeriac! Plus the fruit you can grow, from strawberries to 
red and white currants to raspberries and rhubarb. The range is only limited by you. 
You will also benefit from being out in the fresh air, exercising and making new like-
minded friends. You don’t have to be an expert, novices are welcome, everyone is 
very friendly and helpful and always willing to offer advice. Unusually we have a few 
vacant plots available, at a time when you would normally have to join our waiting 
list. 

The site is on the Litchborough road opposite the Cornhill road. There is a water 
supply on site for those dry months (switched off during winter) and vehicles are 
allowed when the weather permits. 

If you do wish to become a member and rent a plot, then please contact us by 
email to one of the below: 

Graham Skinner (chairman):   grahamskinner1974@gmail.com 
Peter Wilkins (secretary):   peter.wilkins1@yahoo.co.uk 

Bugbrooke Community Primary School 
It has been a great start to the year filled with exciting events and wonderful learning 
opportunities for the children. 

The Spring Term started off with a visit from Ofsted. We are pleased to be able 
to share that we were graded ‘good’ in all areas. Below is a small section of the 
report. If you would like to read the full report, please find the link on our school 
website www.bugbrookeprimaryschool.co.uk . 

‘Pupils are happy at Bugbrooke Community Primary School. They feel safe and 
cared for. Pupils trust staff to keep them safe. All pupils are made to feel welcome in 
this school.   

The school has high expectations for all pupils. Over recent years, the school 
has made some changes to the curriculum. As a result, pupils’ performance in 
national tests has improved. Most pupils achieve good outcomes and are well 
prepared for their next stage of education.  

In classrooms, and around school, pupils behave sensibly. Always polite and 
respectful, they work and play together happily. Pupils are proud to earn rewards for 
good behaviour and for displaying the school values. There are few incidents of poor 
behaviour. When they do happen, staff deal with them calmly and fairly.  

Children in the early years get off to a great start. The well-designed learning 
environment sparks children’s curiosity and creativity. It supports them to develop 
their skills and gain knowledge about the world.  

Many pupils proudly take on responsibilities in the school. Roles such as house 
captain, kindness ambassador and sports leader help pupils develop their character 
and leadership skills. The school also provides lots of opportunities for pupils to 
explore their talents and interests in sports and music.’ 

Since then, the school has had a variety of other exciting visitors coming into 
school and visits out too. 
Giant Journeys Dinosaur Experience 

Children from Reception to Year 4 were lucky to be able to be part of 
palaeontology workshops where they could explore more about how we know about 
dinosaurs. 

http://www.bugbrookeprimaryschool.co.uk
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 To finish the day, all children were involved in an assembly where some 
dinosaurs even came to visit! 

NSPCC Number Day and visit to school 
We celebrated NSPCC Number Day at 
the start of February - we raised 
£203.85 for this important charity. The 
children explored different ways of 
celebrating maths and using it in real 
life contexts. 

We also welcomed into school, a 
volunteer from NSPCC to talk to Years 
2, 5 and 6 about how to keep 
themselves safe, especially linked to 
keeping our bodies safe. All children 
across the school have taken part in 
virtual assemblies too. 
Year 4 Swimming 
We have been so proud of the Year 4 children who have attended weekly swimming 
sessions. The children have been working on developing their swimming skills, 
stroke practice and life saving techniques. 

Well done Year 4! We were so proud of their determined attitude and the 
progress they have made. 
Young Voices  
At the end of January, we had the privilege of taking over 40 children to Birmingham 
to attend the Young Voices concert. Since September this group of pupils have been 
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attending after school rehearsals to learn songs and dance routines ready for their 
grand performance. 

On the day, the children sang and danced their hearts out and were an asset to 
the school. We couldn’t have been prouder! 
 New Intake 2025 
It won’t be long until we find which children will be starting at Bugbrooke in 
September and we look forward to welcoming the parents of our new starters to a 
meeting. Do check your emails after the 16th April if you have applied for a place for 
your child.  

If you haven’t applied for a place yet, please do get in touch and the school will 
be able to support you with this.  
Governors  
We are always on the look out for new governors to join our Governing Body. You 
don’t need to be linked to the school in any way, so if you feel you would like to 
support our school by being part of this effective team, please contact the school.  

We look forward to sharing more of the exciting events happening at Bugbrooke 
Community Primary School with you.  
Mrs Birch, Head Teacher 

Rector  Rev. Nic Edwards Leaves the Village 
Rev. Nic Edwards has been here for a very short while, but has already gained the 
affection of his parishioners. On Sunday 16th February he officiated at his last 
service here and afterwards was presented with a gift of appreciation from the 
villages of Bugbrooke, Harpole,  Kislingbury, and Rothersthorpe.  Photo shows Rev. 
Nic and Alan Leroy from Harpole who said a few words about Nic and Becca and 
their three girls and how we would miss them. We are sad to lose them but wish 
them well in their new home on the Isle of Wight. 
Pat Kent 
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Brenda Campion and The Undiminished Sea 
The name of Campion has been known in 
Bugbrooke for many years. We have the 
Campion School (named after Phillip 
Campion) and now we have Campion Ward 
a politically defined group of villages. 
Several years ago Brenda Campion gave 
me a book written by Brenda who is a 
daughter of Phillip. The Undiminished Sea is 
her autobiography, a beautifully written 
account of her remarkable life. We have 
permission to include extracts from the book 
in Link. Brenda was born in 1926. 

‘I set out as a young girl on the 
adventure of a lifetime travelling by steam 
ship through the newly constructed Panama 
Canal in the mid 1940s soon after World 
War II. 

I have lived in Latin America through the end of the Peron era, a coup d’état in 
Ethiopia, earthquakes and copper mines and have kept detailed records of family 
history and stories told. I have led the life inspired by my family, a life searching for 
new experiences, and above all caring for those around me.’  (Preface to The 
Undiminished Sea’) 

Brenda returned to England in 1987 after travelling to Latin America, Africa, 
Nepal, Tibet, USA and Europe. 

She spent her first childhood years in Grimscote living with her sister, Christine 
and her mother and father. 

‘I was born in a rambling thatched house in a tiny hamlet, just across the 
Watling Street from Bugbrooke which had a tiny population of 100.  I’d grown there – 
it seemed that for some years I’d peered over the rim of the mossy-green knoll on 
which our cobbled farmhouse stood. Life was a great adventure - birdsong woke us 
and it seemed always that some new excitement would soon be upon us. First the 
arrival of spring and the thrill it brings to any family living near to the soil as we did. 

There were first white violets. Harebells with a gentle magic of their own, 
primroses golden in the dark moist woods and cowslips like candles with special 
honey fragrance. Then new life as the lambs were born, some laid beside the fire 
and held, giving a wool and milky aura as we bottle fed them, our faces warmly 
glowing. 

Soon other children became important. A family moved into the small cottage 
next door, and peeping round our garden wall, my sister and I saw Betty and Joyce, 
little pink and white wan children. They arrived with their father who was to be farm 
labourer, and their mother. We knew the gypsies with their shawls and babies. The 
pegs they brought for sale in their strange brown hands, and clean animal smells. 
We knew too the Mushroom King whom we would see making his way around the 
downs on his way to market with his basketfuls, until one day he was found in a ditch. 
All these were familiar and an accepted part of our community. 

Chapel was important and our father (Phillip) was Sunday School 
Superintendent. The Little Chapel is so clear in my memory. Our family sat in the first 
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pew from the front on the left hand side and 
‘the boys’ of the village used to sit in the front 
row. My father would gently clout the boys on 
the head with his hymn book if they made a 
noise. I daresay he was fearsome to them, 
but he was a gentle person at heart. The 
organ, played by a village boy, Thomas 
Kaby, had to be pedalled for any sound to 
come out of it, and I remember it was hard 
work for everyone. 

The local preachers, who came from we 
never knew where, arrived in the Gospel 
Charriot – we never did see this vehicle and I 
often wondered about it, some likeness to the 
biblical chariots in Granny’s huge Family 
Bible no doubt, but I am told it was an ancient 
car. Very often preachers walked miles 
across the county spreading the gospel; as 
arduous a commitment as any missionary in 
darkest Africa, I imagine. 

We really dressed up to go to Sunday 
School -  I can picture myself now walking 
down the leafy lane which led there wearing 
my sister’s pale blue silky dress with dark blue spots on it and wearing my straw hat 
with artificial flowers round the brim. In winter we were sat on the kitchen table and 
mother would use a buttonhook to do up the countless little buttons down the sides of 
our leather leggings. With our penny for the Collection and a hanky we were on our 
way. 

******************************************************************************** 
‘The things I chose are but a drop, no more: the undiminished sea still crowds 

the shore.’                  Zya Pasha 
 

Pat Kent 

 Vera Kate with baby Brenda 1926  

Bugbrooke Church Fete 

Saturday 21st June 
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50 year Celebration 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On January 30th it was 50 years since Helen Asbery ran her first Guide meeting.  

She spent 10 years with a Guide unit in Lincolnshire, 30 years as Bugbrooke 
Guide leader and now 10 years with Bugbrooke Rainbows.  

Past and present guides and leaders joined the celebration. 

Heyford Singers Spring Concert 
ANOTHER OPENIN’ ANOTHER SHOW! 

Featuring the music of Cole Porter, John Denver, Elton John, Tim Rice, Duke 
Ellington and many more!! 

Our Spring concert will take place on Friday May 9th and Saturday May 10th in 
Nether Heyford Village Hall. 

Adult Tickets £12 (Children under 15 £6) including Wine and Soft Drinks 
Advance Tickets are available from: 
 Keith Rands-Allen 01327 340741, 07971786912 or kvra44@gmail.com 
Advance booking is advisable as our concerts usually sell out! 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our January Zoom meeting took place on 15th January in the warmth of our own 
homes. Our speaker was Alex Higginbottom, a former pupil of Campion so already 
known to some of our members. He gave a fabulous talk on the Waterways, which in 
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view of our recent close encounter in Bugbrooke, was even more interesting. 
He started with a brief history of the canal, of different bridges and tunnels. He 

told us about the people of influence, men and women, connected to canal 
development – Spencer Compton MP and John Spencer of Althorpe, Mary Wood who 
cared for boatmen and Kitty Gayford who trained women boat crews. He told us of 
the importance of Weedon Depot as a central location for storage of gunpowder and 
arms, shipped on the Grand Union Canal. 

There was so much to learn about the 2,200 miles of canal and something new 
to be discovered by every one of us. Thank you Alex. 

Our Next Zoom Meeting is 19th March when we look forward to hearing from 
Alan Robertshaw about the Waterholes of the Nene Valley (thirst quenching stuff) 

Anyone wishing to join our Zoom Meetings or to have future news about the 
History Group please send your email address to Pat Kent frksp6@gmail.com or 
phone 01604 830518. 
Pat Grant. 
Next Meetings: In the Community Centre 7.30pm 
Wednesday May 21st   Life in the Boot and Shoe Factories - Ruth Thomas 
Wednesday July  16th    Northampton Castle -  Guy Ravine 

A Special Wine Tasting Experience 
We are excited to announce that an evening of Wine Tasting is being held as a joint 
venture between Bugbrooke Cricket Club and Bugbrooke Rugby Club. 

The evening will consist of ‘Wines from around the World’, with a mixture of 
Sparkling, White, Rose and Red along with a sampling of Port to add to the evening’s 
enjoyment, along with an enjoyable Cheese and Pate supper. 

The event is being held at the Rugby Clubhouse, on FRIDAY APRIL 25th, 7 for 
7.30pm start at £15 per head. 

Please do come along supporting both of our village clubs, and enjoy a very 
relaxing and enjoyable Spring evening, with the bar being open before the event to 
get your taste buds tingling in readiness for the wine tasting. 

Tickets always go quickly and as numbers are restricted, please book early, 
along with your payment, so please reserve your places by contacting either: 
Paul Jeyes by email:  pauljeyes0408@gmail.com 
Or 
Valerie Burt on 07887 516172 

The Wednesday Club 
By the time this edition of LINK reaches you we will have held our first February 
meeting and our A.G.M. and be looking forward to another year of meetings and 
events.  We meet every two weeks from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at The Sunday School room 
and have a varied programme with refreshments always provided. 

 We are already planning our Easter lunch and  entertainment and have several 
speakers booked for this year.  We also enjoy a summer and winter outing with lunch 
or afternoon tea, a garden party, and an Autumn and Christmas lunch. 

New members are always welcome and transport within the village can be 
arranged through Ability Coaches if needed.  If you would like further information or 
would like to join us please contact Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 
830671. 

mailto:frksp6@gmail.com
mailto:pauljeyes0408@gmail.com
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From Our Archive 40 Years Ago 
A reminder our sports facilities were not always at the standard they are now. 

(and  neither was the LINK) 
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Bugbrooke Community Living Room 

The Community Living Room is open to everyone, we have lots of regulars who 
come every week and it’s been great to see some new faces this year too. The 
weekly sessions offer tea, cake and company, as well as board games and jigsaws 
for a bit of a mental challenge. 

In January Northants Sport visited Bugbrooke Chapel and Jubilee House to give 
us a taste of their ‘Get Up and Go’ exercise classes, specially designed for older 
people to help mobility and balance. These went down very well and we are working 
with Northants Sport to set up a regular weekly class at Jubilee House, possibly on 
Wednesday afternoons. More details to follow! 

The weekly timetable: 
Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House 
Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel 
At Bugbrooke Chapel on Thursdays we also have opportunities to ask 

questions and get advice from representatives of the Parish Council and West 
Northants Council among others – see the timetable for details. 
Jane Wood 

Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 

For events see the Diary on page 46. 
 
 

mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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Sadly this 300 - year - old tree in the 
churchyard had to come down. It was 
well past is best days, but will still be 
missed by many. 
Pictures sent by Kaye Adams 

The canal captured on the 
first sunny day this year by 
Jenny Church 

Early snowdrops in January were 
a welcome site. Picture by Kaye 
Adams 
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Bowls Club Supply of Alcohol 
 

Premises address Bugbrooke Bowls Club, Bugbrooke Sports and 
Community Centre, Camp Close, Bugbrooke, NN7 3RW  
 
It is proposed to obtain a certificate for these premises for: Supply 
of Alcohol to members and guests During the Hours Monday to 
Sunday 12:00 – 22:00  
 
The full application can be inspected by contacting the depart-
ment below. 
 
 Representations can be made before 11th April 2025 in writing 
to: The Licensing Team, West Northamptonshire Council (South) 
The Guildhall, St Giles Square, Northampton NN1 1DA  
Email: licensing.snc@westnorthants.gov.uk  
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Diary   

April   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

3 14:00 Caring Café - Easter Surprise SS 

3 14:00 Parish Council Surgery – village issues   

7 19:30 WI - Life as a member of a 1st class cabin crew. ⚽ 

12 11:00 Bowls Club - Treasure Hunt CC 

12 19:30 Football Club - Comedy Night ⚽ 

14 14:00 U3A CC 

14 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

16 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

17 14:00 SNVB Community Connect    

24 14:00 WNC Customer Service Team    

25 19:00 Bugbrooke Cricket & Rugby Clubs - Wine Tasting Experience   

25  Cricket Club Social   

25 19:00 Bowls Club Quiz ⚽ 

27 14:00 Bowls Club Open Day CC 

28 19:30 Flower Society - Claire Bond - ‘Spring Gifts’ NHVH 

30 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

30 19:30 Friends of St Michael  and All Angels Church - AGM SS 

May  

1  Local Election Day     -  see page 5  

1 14:00 Caring Café - Talk from Ageing Well SS 

4  BEWG bi-monthly litter pick  

5 14:00 LINK AGM  

7 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

12 19:30 WI - Resolution Votes + Talk on the RSPCA. ⚽ 

12 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

14 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

15 14:00 Community Connect   

19 14:00 U3A CC 

22 14:00 WNC Customer Service   

28 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

21 19:30 History Group - Ruth Thomas ‘Life in the Boot & Shoe Factories’ CC 

Community Living Rooms:  

 

 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Bowls Club  ‘Roll-Up’ evenings - 18:00 every Tuesday evening May to September 

CC - Community Centre    - Chapel    - Cricket Club  ⚽ - Football Club,  
NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall   - Rugby Club SS - Sunday School 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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