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I hope you share my appreciation for the contributions and 
effort that goes into producing each and every issue of your 
village magazine. From what I’ve seen of the articles and 
photos, this is another good one and I trust that you find it informative and 
enjoyable. 

As set out in the February 2023 magazine, we feel that without direct 
involvement and articles from the younger side of the village, the magazine will 
inevitably become less diverse and relevant and not be fully representative of 
Bugbrooke. 

The current committee of five has a combined involvement with the 
magazine of 140 years and we have decided to stand down at the May 2026 
AGM. What this means is that a replacement committee will need to be in place 
if LINK is to continue beyond June 2026. 

This is a great opportunity for you to offer your skills and enthusiasm, to get 
involved in something worthwhile and to contribute to village life in a way which 
benefits us all. 

We can assure our advertisers that, whilst we can’t be certain about the 
future of LINK, we will have their interests in mind. We currently have sufficient 
resources to continue the magazine up to June 2026 and beyond if necessary, 
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ensuring that obligations are fulfilled regarding the adverts for which they have 
paid. 

So now it must be over to others to step forward, with our support, to enable 
the magazine to continue and hopefully flourish with a new set of people and a 
fresh approach. 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track 
of the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 
Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

Parish Council Report  
I am happy to report that the Parish Council now has fifteen Members with five 
Members co-opted over the last two Months. We welcome Liz Coppard, Rik 
Patel, Dean Manning, Paul Simpson and Anthony Jones. We can now 
concentrate on working together as a full Council for the benefit of the whole 
community. 

I think we can agree that there is a speeding problem in the village. 20 
years ago, we were the first village to adopt a fully legally enforceable 20MPH 
limit in the High Street, a limit which we recently extended down West End. We 
also have seven Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) operating at various sites, yet 
drivers still exceed the limits. Each year the Council participates in Speedwatch 
which is a scheme run by the Police and lasts for a month each year. This has 
been operating for about 15 years now. The hope is that drivers would drive at a 
responsible speed and that we don’t have any accidents or injuries. The scheme 
is run by volunteers for the good of the village so I fail to understand the abuse 
they receive both verbally and on the internet!  

There have been numerous accidents on the bends beyond Campion 
School known locally as Knitters Grave. A recommendation to move the speed 
limit from the edge of the village to beyond the bends will go before the 
regulatory panel in the near future. Hopefully the statistics will convince them 
that something needs to be done. 

An ecological report has been commissioned by the Council to establish the 
best way forward with the recent acquisition of Captains Close. We have recently 
posted notices at either end of the footpath which crosses the field requesting 
that walkers stick to the footpath before we carry out remedial action. 

The Church Car Park which is owned by the Parish Council has disabled 
parking spaces marked out as well as a hatched area in front of the AWA 
access. Please respect these new markings when using the area. 

As ever if you spot any issues around village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 

Christian Aid 
The village raised over £1000 in May for Christian Aid. Thank you to the Guides 
who delivered the envelopes, the cafe who donated all the Big Breakfast food 
and Phillippa and her wonderful team who cooked it all, raising half of the 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
mailto:parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org
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money. And, of course, those of you who donated. 
The farmers in Guatemala will be very grateful for the tools and training 

which will help them feed their families.  

Bugbrooke Village Church fete 
We were due for a good day weatherwise and boy did we get it, this year. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Gymnastics dis-
play which stole the 
show at the fete.   
Photo: Lorna Reid 
 
More fete pictures on 
pages 39 and 40. 
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The list of who needs thanking gets longer each year.  The duck sellers, the 
duck buyers, the folk that put up the tents and gazebos, the people who donated 
to the stalls, the folk that ran the stalls, the duck race team, the people who 
loaned equipment, the ladies that made and sold the cakes and made endless 
cups of tea, the art group, the clearer uppers, the businesses that donated to the 
auction and those that bid, the Brownies, the people that removed the leftovers 
and the villagers who came and participated. It was a wonderful village occasion 
with a super atmosphere.  Bugbrooke at its best. 

 A special thank you must go to Bugbrooke Pre-school and the marvellous 
gymnasts and coaches of Gymnastricks,  who stole the show.  

Over £3400 was raised for our church. Thank you everyone. 
Jane Causebrook 

Nature Notes 
This year seems to be shaping up to be a good one for butterflies. They must do 
well in the dry and warm (sometimes very warm) weather we have had so far. 
Everything is flowering early, including that butterfly favourite buddleia. There is 
one outside our front window, growing over the wall from next door, and it is 
fairly smothered in butterflies (most noticeably the colourful peacocks). But as 
well as that there have been butterflies fluttering about everywhere, rarely 
staying still long enough to identify. But I have definitely spotted a comma (spotty 
and orangeish, with sharply indented wings); and maybe those large creamy 
ones we keep seeing are female brimstones. Or are they just the more common 
green veined whites? Lovely to see them all anyway.    

With everything coming so early, it makes me wonder what will be left by 
August; but I’m sure there will be plenty to 
enjoy. One thing we can be sure we will see (if 
not necessarily enjoy) is cleavers: a name 
which aptly describes both the plant and its 
sticky seeds. It is also known, for less obvious 
reasons, as goosegrass, and indeed by a 
paragraph full of localised names. Now as a 
former springer spaniel owner I feel I must bear 
a certain responsibility for just how widely 
spread this plant is around here. When I spy it 
in the garden I am tempted to give it yet another 
name: Pip’s legacy.  

Yet despite how annoying the stuff is, 
apparently cleavers are valued by herbalists 
and are even edible if cooked (though it’s 
probably not advisable to use what’s been 
clinging to your dog). 

Another plant that will be making its 
presence felt is burdock. A much sturdier plant this, whose large seed heads 
were the inspiration for the invention of Velcro. These will attach themselves not 
only to dogs, but to taller animals - like us – and cows, who come into the 
slightest contact. Before the seed stage, the flowers are quite attractive and are 

Pip 
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an important pollen source for bees. 
The plant has a long history of culinary 
uses, and its roots form one element of 
the traditional drink of dandelion and 
burdock. 

To see a really lovely high 
summer flowering plant go to the canal 
towpath. Here, in places, are the tall 
spires of purple loosestrife. There is 
some near the Wharf, just as you head 
towards the Old Crown. But the best 
bits are on the stretch between 
Rainbow’s Crossing and Bird’s Hill, 
where it rises above clouds of 
meadowsweet. This year it is in flower 
already, at the beginning of July. 
However it is quite long flowering, and 
with luck there will still be some to be 
seen in August.  

My son has just told me of 
something else he saw on the towpath: 
masses of froglets. This was between 
Bugbrooke and Heyford in the evening 
on a rare day when there had been 
heavy rain. 

On the bird front, the swifts will be leaving us soon. The swallows and 
martins will be around for a bit longer and during September there may be good 
opportunities to see them gathering before they start their long migration. 

I still haven’t heard of anyone seeing a kingfisher recently. But this year’s 
brood will shortly be travelling the waterways seeking out their own territories, so 
it may be a good time to spot one.  

All this makes me think Autumn isn’t so far away. But as I write another 
heatwave is forecast. I’m glad we’ve had that brief bit of heavy rain. 
Jim Inch (07598 500973) 

Art Group 
The Art Group has been meeting on Tuesday evenings at the Community Centre 
ever since it opened. From now on however we have changed to Wednesday 
evenings, still at the same time: 7.30 to 9.30pm. It won’t quite be every week. 
Every 2 months we will defer to the History Society, who traditionally meet 
Wednesdays (there are too many of us involved with both to consider using 
separate rooms). 

If you are interested in joining us, you will be most welcome. We can’t offer 
tuition, only a bit of friendly advice now and again. We charge £5 per session, 
but you only pay for evenings when you actually come. If you are interested 
please contact me. 
Jim Inch (07598 500973) 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We held our annual Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz on 4th July. The weather was 
much kinder to us this year than last. Then we were queuing in the rain for our 
fish and chips. This year we had just a cooling breeze, following on from a warm 
sunny afternoon. The winners of last year’s quiz took on the role of quiz setters 
this time round. That is the tradition – causing the winning team this year to start 
murmuring about an extended trip abroad next summer. Certainly they will have 
a lot to live up to. This year everything had been well prepared, and the marking 
etc was carried out with admirable efficiency.  The quizmaster role was taken by 
Ann Woolett, who did the job with great assurance. So a big thank you to them. 
And congratulations to the winners.  Thanks also to everyone else who helped 
make the evening a success, including those who stayed to help us clear the hall 
at the end of the evening. That was much appreciated. 

At the time of writing, I don’t have a final figure, but the event should 
certainly have made several hundred pounds for our funds. 

In the last Link, I mentioned that we were thinking of holding a treasure hunt 
in and around the church. I haven’t any more details on this yet, except that the 
date we are looking at is Saturday 13th September, to coincide with the national 
Ride and Stride day (organised locally by Northamptonshire Historic Churches 
Trust). 

Other upcoming events we have are a craft fair in the Church on 1st 
November and a wine tasting at the Community Centre on 5th December. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
I recently read a fascinating article on bowls in LandScape Magazine (July 2025) 
with the wonderful title “Curving Woods on Sunlit Velvet Greens”. The article 
concludes “It is one of Britain’s true heritage sports, threading through the fabric 
of centuries, and remains a staple of summer”. It also highlights that with 
relatively little equipment needed by the individual and requiring less physical 
strength than other sports, bowls is accessible to most people. 

Bowls has been played up and down the country for hundreds of years; it 
has a long history and has seen many changes as the following extract from the 
magazine article shows: 

“The game was not officially open to everyone, however. Elite circles felt 
sports and games distracted the lower classes from practising archery – vital for 
defence – and Acts during the reigns of Edward III and Richard II banned the 
playing of many sports, including bowls, by the masses. In 1541, Henry VIII 
enacted the Unlawful Games Act – not repealed until 1845, and then only 
partially – declaring that ‘no manner of Artificer or Craftsmen of any Handicraft or 
Occupation’ could play bowls except at their master’s house in the 12 days of 
Christmas.” 

Thankfully we have fewer restrictions in place and are always keen to 
welcome new players and that’s why we meet up from 6pm each Tuesday from 
May to September to encourage people on to the green. If you haven’t yet tried 
there is still time this year to have a go, join as a social member and to take part 
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in a short game or just a roll-up with a friend. 
You’ll be able to see the improvements to the facilities that we’ve made over 

the last few years, all of which has been put in place to create a better 
experience for our members and guests. The obvious change this year is the 
timber gazebo which has put been to great use already this season as a seating 
area and shelter from the sun for those watching a match. 

Our visitors continue to be very impressed with what we’ve achieved with 
membership and infrastructure at Bugbrooke Bowls Club over the last few years. 
My sincere thanks to the club volunteers who have devoted so much time, skill 
and effort to achieve these results and our keen members who consistently 
support the club by playing in all our friendly matches. 

You may not be aware that Bowls England have a website with a load of 
information about the sport and that the National Finals are to be held at Royal 
Leamington Spa between 13 and 31 August 2025. If you’re interested in 
watching the best bowlers in the country, it’s worth getting over to Leamington 
for one of those days. 

Of course, you are welcome to come and watch us bowl on Thursday 
evenings at 18:30 and at our ‘home’ matches on 13 and 16 August, 07, 13 and 
20 September – all starting at 14:00. If you want more information on how to get 
involved with our club, please contact me. 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Hot off the press – we’ve had another 
productive litter pick in July – thank you to 
the small group of regulars (and a few new 
faces!) who gave up their time to make 
Bugbrooke nicer and help prevent wildlife 
from being hurt by plastic litter. Thanks to 
you, the area around Johns Road and 
Smitherway is now seven bags cleaner! 

Our wild patches are looking great with 
all sorts of flowers coming through. With the 
recent very dry weather, these patches 
have been valuable to provide cool shade 
and sources of moisture for wildlife. 
Speaking of looking good, you may have 
noticed our new signs (made from recycled 
plastic) that explain why the grass has been 
left long in places. You may recall that to 
encourage good habitat and nourishment 
for wildlife, the long grass is mown once in 
summer. We expect this to be done late July/early August and then we will need 
help with clearing the clippings away after the grass has been cut. This can be 
done over the course of several weeks (if the weather isn’t too wet) and can be 
done in small pockets of time whenever is suitable for you. Please do get in 
touch if you can help, even just half an hour, and/or if you have a rake we can 
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 borrow. Our small but dedicated volunteers would be grateful for support this 
year. 

Many of you will know that active travel, where we walk, wheel or cycle, has 
huge benefits for the environment and our health. We are lucky to live in a 
beautiful village with many lovely routes to enjoy as we get around the village, 
and we even have a cycle route into Northampton. However, we are aware that 
the cycle path between Bugbrooke and Kislingbury is in a terrible state, which 
poses a risk to cyclists (some of whom are children getting to/from Campion). 
The Parish Council have raised this with West Northamptonshire Council but 
with little success. As well as continued efforts from the Parish Council, we 
suggest that residents could also report the issue on the ‘fixmystreet’ website 
(https://www.fixmystreet.com/), which passes the reports on to West 
Northamptonshire Council. With multiple reports, the state of the cycle path may 
become more of a priority for West Northamptonshire Council. 

If you’d like to get more involved with the Environment Group, we hold 
regular meetings every second month on the first Wednesday. The next meeting 
is on Wednesday 3 September, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, and our next 
village litter pick will be on Sunday 7 September. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
Clare Slater  (clareslater.bpc@gmail .com) and Jane Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

The Wednesday Club 
When this edition arrives on your doorstep we will be on our summer break 
having enjoyed our spring lunch, several speakers and  quizzes, our summer trip 
to The Bicester Garden Centre for lunch and our garden party (hopefully outside 
if the weather is kind to us). 

We start our autumn season on September 3rd with a talk from John 
Perkins, who never fails to entertain. We have a varied programme planned 
including speakers, our autumn lunch, and a winter trip, destination still to be 
decided at this point. We will also have our usual Christmas Celebrations to 
conclude the  season before taking a break until February. 

We meet every two weeks in the Sunday School rooms  from 2 till 4 p.m. 
and new members are always welcome.  Transport within the village can be 
arranged through Ability Coaches if needed.  If you would like further information 
or would like to join us, please contact Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 
01604 830671. 
Shirley Richards 
 
 
 
 

https://www.fixmystreet.com/
mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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A few pictures from the Bugbrooke 
Scouts recent District Camp 
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2 pictures from Andy Hudson.  The first of the red arrows flying over Bugbrooke 
on the 12th July, and the other of a robin feeding in his garden in Ash Grove a 
couple of days before fledging.  



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 

Badgers Classic and Sports Car Group 
Since my last report to the LINK our group have been busy attending shows and 
meetings. Daventry motor fest was our first outing in June. We only had two cars 
on the field with one arriving after the entry cut off time and unable to get in with 
their car so they came to meet up with us on foot. We gained a few more friends 
on the day whilst viewing the classic cars on the field. The weather was also kind 
to us, a young couple from Nuneaton who arrived with a Toyota MR2 joined up 
with us and parked alongside group member Adrian Perkins who also had his 
MR2 on display. 

 We had four cars out at the Rotary event in Leamington Spa back in June 
which was an enjoyable day with the funding proceeds going to charity. What 
was unique out of over one hundred and eighty six vehicles our four classic  cars 
were not duplicated by any other models which was the case in other display 
areas on the day. Our line up consisted of a Burlington kit car, a Saab 
convertible, Triumph TR7 and a Toyota MR2. We had our June meeting at the 
White Horse in Norton and gained two new group members from Northampton 
although only Paul Simpson and I attended from Bugbrooke. Our next trip out 
was well supported with a run over to the Brampton Halt with our cars leaving 
Bugbrooke in convoy - an enjoyable evening was had by all sitting out in the 
warm evening sunshine socialising.  

 The group doubled up on the weekend of the church fete. Saturday we 
were at the church fete which 
was a first for the fete having 
classic cars and bikes but 
also a first for us. We filled 
one of our cars with balloons 
for the visiting public to 
guess the number of 
balloons in the car. We 
managed to put seventy nine 
in a Mazda MX5 with the 
winner and closest number 
being given as seventy eight. 
We also had new members 
in support for the first time 
which boosted our numbers. 
It was also good to see a 
few classic motor bikes out as well. We attended Sywell Aerodrome the following 
day for a visit with five of us going to the cafe and museum there it was well 
worth the trip. 

July events include a visit to the Free Masons classic car group in 
Northampton on 13th. We are also looking to showcase our group to the village 
and surrounding areas by holding an open night at the Rugby club on the 
23rd  starting at 7.30pm onwards the bar will be open for us to use. 

Most of the time the events and shows along with our meetings have been 
well supported, but with all these things we are always looking for new members 
and additional ideas. On the plus side our young supporters group is working 
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well we gained two new members (with their parents permission) both early 
teenagers interested in classic cars. There is hope for the future world of classic 
cars and bikes .               
Tony Inwood 

Daventry Volunteer Centre  
Daventry Volunteer Centre has recently launched a new project called Let's Get 
Digital'. 

There are a number of people who struggle with using technology for 
example; booking medical appointments, ordering shopping, making calls, 
sending text messages and making facetime calls to friends and family. 

The aim of Let's Get Digital is to help older people learn to use their mobile 
phones and tablets safely, helping to improve their confidence and skills either 
individually in their home or in a small group setting. Whatever works best for 
them. 

This is a free service and can include up to 10 home visits. 
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Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room is open to everyone, we have lots of regulars who 
come every week and it’s been great to see some new faces this year too. The 
weekly sessions offer tea, cake and company, as well as board games and 
jigsaws for a bit of a mental challenge. 
The weekly timetable: 
Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House (not August) 
Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel 
Please note the Jubilee House session takes a break for August so we will be 
open on Tuesday 29 July and then back on Tuesday 2 September. 

At Bugbrooke Chapel on Thursdays we also have opportunities to ask 
questions and get advice from representatives of West Northants Council 
among others – see the timetable for details. 
Jane Wood 
Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have 
any questions or comments. 

Future meetings are shown in the diary on page 46. 

Bugbrooke Community Lottery 
Thank you for supporting Bugbrooke Community Lottery. 

 As you have been aware we have not been operating because of a problem 
with the payment processing. It is because of this and with heavy hearts that we are 
going to close the Bugbrooke Community Lottery in its present form. 
We thank you for your support and we hope you will continue to help us raise money 
in a different way for the residents of Bugbrooke. 

With huge gratitude to you all we raised a total of £12,634. 
We paid out £5,400 in prizes 
We gave out £3,406 in Grants 
We still have £2,304 in the Grants pot which we will continue to use to 

support the residents of Bugbrooke. 
Bugbrooke Carers Cafe has been born from the Lottery and we will 

continue to support those caring for their loved ones in the village. We meet on 
the first Thursday of every month at our Community Cafe 2pm – 4pm. Please 
spread the word as there are people out there that need to know that support 
and a listening ear is available in Bugbrooke. 

The Carers Cafe is fully supported by all associated welfare organisations. 
We provide TLC - Tea Love Cake! 
So thank you again and look out for us! 
There is going to be more fun to be had while supporting our Community! 

Very best wishes the BCL team. 
 
 

mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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Fete photos, featuring the rose 
queen Sophie Brighty, taken by 
Lorna Reid 
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Pictures from the fete. 
Above photo Abi Cummins. 
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Pictures from the fete 
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
We had lots of visitors at our June meeting. We knew Coral Gardiner would be 
good but she was far better than good! Many positive comments ‘I haven’t had 
such a chuckle for a long time’ was one. I have never seen so many flowers on 
the stage! 

We are planning an Afternoon Tea on Saturday 16th August from 2pm to 
4pm in Nether Heyford Village Hall. We hope to promote the club and 
demonstrate a few simple arrangements. So as well as delicious cakes you can 
have a go. You will see how to make a simple design with just a few flowers. 
No meeting in August as it is a Bank Holiday. On 22nd September Ruth Mahon 
presents ‘Inspired by Music’. 

We are a friendly club and visitors will receive a warm welcome at Nether 
Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month at 7.30pm. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Community Cafe – Call for Grant Applications 
We are pleased to be able to make some awards to provide financial support 
and wish to invite applications from those meeting the following criteria: 

 Local young people entering or in further education or training, or starting 

work, who are 
finding it difficult to buy necessary books/equipment/tools etc. 

 Local organisations focussing on the development and wellbeing of young 

people. 

 Overseas charities where they are initiated or supported by the local 

community. 
Please make grant applications, in confidence, to the Chair of Bugbrooke 

Cafe, David Hollely, By email: david.hollely1@btinternet.com, or letter to 6A 
Church Lane, by no later than 20th August 2025. 

Your application needs to include your name, address, contact details, the 
amount requested and for what purpose. Your personal details, together with 
any subsequent award (other than to appropriate organisations), will remain 
confidential. 

When reviewing requests for support, the awards panel may ask for 
supporting evidence and/or receipts supporting expenditure. 

The awards panel will consist of the present Café Directors (Catherine 
Parry, Peter Wilkins, Steve Dawks, and David Hollely). 

Please call me on 07764 660972 if you have any questions regarding the 
scheme or your eligibility to apply. 
David Hollely 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our A.G.M. was held in the Community Centre on 21st May with over 30 people 
in attendance. Chairman Alan Kent went through AGM business prior to 
introducing our speaker, Ruth Thomas. Ruth then gave a very interesting 
presentation about Factory Life in the Boot and Shoe Industry. 

In 1801 the population of Northampton was 7,000. During Victorian times 
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the shoe industry grew and the population grew to 87,000. Shoes of good design 
for gentlemen were produced, and shoemakers were called cordwainers. In the 
17th Century this was a cottage industry with many out workers in villages. Here 
in Bugbrooke the men and women collected work from the building on the High 
Street which is now home to the pre-school.  According to the census in 1831 
there were 1300 men in the boot and shoe trade. Jobs included clickers, leather 
cutters, closers, blockers, last makers, clog makers and pattern makers. 
Distribution was easy because of the new railway system. 

Isaac Merritt Singer (1811-1875) changed the industry with his sewing 
machine, but even then outworkers bought machines on HP and continued to 
have a job. Ruth talked of the long hours and poor wages and hard conditions in 
the factories, also the architecture of the building, the grand facade looking like a 
palace. Major shoe manufacturers were knighted. Northampton was affluent until 
cheaper shoes from other countries were imported. Thank you Sue for a 
fascinating talk. 

Our next meeting is on 16th July, a talk about Northampton Castle. We’ll tell 
you about it next time. 

On September  17th we get to know about the history of Northampton’s first  
Police Force. Alex Wood is our speaker. An ancestor of his was one of the first 
officers. 

Traditionally we shall have a Summer Walk at the end of August. John 
Perkins has agreed to guide us along the canal towpath, telling us the amazing 
history of this transport facility running through the village. Suitably delicious 
refreshments will be supplied at 1, High Street. Do come. Children and dogs 
welcome, but please don’t fall in the canal. 

Julia, daughter of Frank Flavell has recently donated some wonderful 
photos of laddermaking when Frank, now 92, was an apprentice aged 14. Many 
thanks for this recent addition to our archives. 
Pat Grant and Pat Kent (secretary) email frksp6@gmail.com 
email me if you are interested in joining the History Group. It is only by talking 
about the past that we will ensure it is remembered. 

Brenda Campion 
These extracts are taken from Brenda Campion’s autobiography. Brenda is the 
daughter of Phillip Campion whose name was given to Campion School. 
Episode 3 
The Undiminished Sea by Brenda Campion 

[After leaving school Brenda trained as a Dispenser, but had ambition for 
something better] 

Opposite the hospital was the W.R.N.S. Recruiting Office. I crossed the road 
and signed myself in at seventeen and three quarters years old, to the W.R.N.S. 
This was the youngest one could join up. I never regretted it. I was told to go 
home and await my calling up papers to the Wrens and a great life of adventure! 

And so it turned out to be in many ways! I’ve never heard of anyone who 
checked out except for one girl who had been brought up in a convent and wept 
into the heavy metal buckets we all had to use when we did our daily stint of 
scrubbing the hall floors. The Wrens were special in that we were allowed to 
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leave, whereas the A.T.S. and W.A.A.F. one could not leave and had to be 
shamefully dragged back. 

As it happened it was harvest time and I was able to spend some time 
working in the harvest field while waiting to go into the Wrens. 

Eventually harvest was over and my papers arrived, railway travel voucher 
was included. I was told to report at Mill Hill Recruiting Centre on the outskirts of 
London on 8th November 1944. 

I had never travelled on a train to London before, let alone on the 
Underground, so this was a new experience. I duly checked into this huge bomb-
shattered building. It had a central block with several wings leading from the 
centre which contained dormitories. Damage from flying bombs was in evidence. 

We had to get heavy metal buckets and scrubbing brushes and scrub our 
ways in lines down the dining room. Eating was difficult - one girl at each table 
collected plates of food for each and I remember it was difficult to eat as we were 
so closely packed together one could not move one’s elbows. At first everyone 
(almost) was homesick and this led to us reading our New Testaments under the 
bed covers imprinted with naval anchors, as we went to bed at night. 

It may not be easily realised nowadays but we were all determined to ‘do 
our bit’ and win through against the enemy. We were soon given demanding jobs 
to do, but first we had massive jabs – I don’t know what they were for. My arm 
went purple and black as it festered. I’d never fainted in my life before but did so 
as my name was called on parade. I was told to report to the Sick Bay.  

Back to normal, my smart navy uniform, black knickers (known as passion 
killers) and very sturdy vests, and to top it all, a perky sailor hat and ribbon 
bearing the letters ‘H.M.S.’ I felt so tall and proud of being a Wren. 

The first job I was given as a ‘fledgeling’ was to take an envelope to a place 
called Walthamstow. Never having been to or travelled there, or anywhere in 
London before, or used the Underground at all, (dingy war time version) I was 
desperately worried. I remember clutching the OHMS buff envelope as if it was a 
State Secret. It seemed to take me all day. I missed my lunch and arrived back in 
time for supper with a splitting headache. 

My first posting as a Wren was to Chatham. I had to sit in a small kiosk to 
check naval personnel in. I recall seeing a little group of seven young boys 
looking very dirty, scuffy and miserable and being told they were survivors from a 
torpedoed ship. 

While I was there I was accommodated in an old Abbey in Rochester and I 
was the only Wren in a huge refectory with gargoyles everywhere. I was left 
there entirely on my own over Christmas. 

During that Christmas I walked the banks of the River Meadway, white with 
frost, and floating on the icy water were several Flying boats which you never 
see nowadays. 

I was provided with a very heavy duty naval bike painted khaki and a pair of 
matelot’s bell bottoms, and with this equipment I became a Messenger Wren for 
a short time. 

I was soon sent off to a small village in Shropshire, near a Fleet Air Arm 
base, called Childs Ercall. It seemed to snow an awful lot when I was there and I 
was usually soaked. 
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A friend who was a journalist for the Mercury and Herald newspaper, Mr 
Washington Flatt, asked his readers for a gramophone for me (a lonely Wren in 
the back of beyond). Many were sent to him and he sent me the best with a 
stack of old records. We used to wind it up to get it going. 

Soon I was sent for training, not as a Wren in a boat - but as a Safety 
Equipment Wren. We trained in Eastleigh near Southampton. We learned how 
to pack and repair parachutes, dinghies etc. of the self-inflating type, which 
inflate on contact with water when planes were forced to ditch. I enjoyed this 
tremendously, which ended by jumping off the top diving board in the local 
swimming baths. The course was hard work but interesting. The parachutes 
had first aid kits, rockets etc and surprising tablets (Benzidrine?) which would 
give a burst of energy to enable them (the pilots) to paddle hard to reach safety. 

By the time I was demobbed on 3rd July 1946 I had learned a lot about 
myself and I like to think I was part of our country’s effort to bring in a free era, 
however small my contribution now appears. 
Adapted for LINK by Pat Kent  
Next time: Brenda goes to Chile. 

Bugbrooke WI 
Harpole WI joined us for our May meeting. We enjoyed a talk on behalf of the 
RSPCA, which explored the many ways in which pets can play an important 
part  in mental health wellbeing, especially in  the elderly. This was followed by 
a discussion and agreement  on this year’s WI Resolution, ‘Bystanders can be 
Lifesavers,’ on the importance of CPR equipment and training for the general 
public. 

In June, we  had a very busy, successful afternoon, providing drinks and 
cakes for the Church Fete. A big ‘Thank you,’ to Leyla, our Community Cafe 
manager, who donated  coffee, tea  and cakes, also very welcome refreshments 
for helpers. 

Our June WI meeting welcomed Gurleen, who organised an evening of 
Chair Yoga. We all enjoyed participating, including our  less  physically able 
members. 
Future Meetings  
August 2025, Members’ outing to Coton Manor 
September 1st 2025, 7.30 pm ‘From Silent Screen to a Field in  England,’ about 
the actress, Virginia Bradford. 
October 2025, 7.30 pm, 
 3 In Accord, Music by a local trio. 

 
New members and visitors are always welcome at our meetings. Why not 

join us for a ‘taster session?’ There is a small charge for visitors. We meet 
usually on the first Monday of every month at 7.30pm at Bugbrooke St Michael’s 
Football Club, unless otherwise stated. 

For further information please contact our President, Pat Grant, on 
07749388616 
Jennie Thomas 
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Note sent to the LINK : 
 

“Enjoying visiting Bugbrooke after 20 years of living in NZ. I was born in Pilgrims 
Lane in 1963. Lovely to see some things remain the same. 

Happy memories Rachel Scott. (Coker)” 
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Diary  

August   

5  WI - Members’ outing to Coton Manor  

11 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

16 14:00 Flower Society - Afternoon Tea NHVH 

20  Last date for Bugbrooke Community Café Grant Applications  

21 14:00 SNVB Community Connect    

28 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team    

September   

1 19:30 WI - ‘From Silent Screen to a Field in England’ Virginia Bradford ⚽ 

3 12:30 Bugbrooke Medical Practice Closed  

3 14:00 Wednesday Club - Talk from John Perkins SS 

3 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

6 11.00 History Group Summer Walk CH. CP 

7 14:00 BEWG Litterpick  

8 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

13 TBC Friends of St Michael’s Treasure Hunt  

15 14:00 U3A CC 

17 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

17 19:30 History Group - ‘Northampton’s First Police Force’ Alex Wood CC 

18 14:00 SNVB Community Connect    

22 19.30 Flower Society  ‘Inspired by Music’ NHVH 

25 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team    

October   

1 12:30 Bugbrooke Medical Practice Closed  

1 14:00 Wednesday Club - Talk from John Perkins SS 

5 19:30 WI - ‘3 in Accord’ - Music by a local trio ⚽ 

 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Bowls Club  ‘Roll-Up’ evenings - 18:00 every Tuesday evening May to September 

 

CC - Community Centre      - Chapel   ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 

Community Living Rooms:  

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (Not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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