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Welcome to the Christmas issue of LINK which is colourful 
and packed full of goodies; just as it should be! Thank you in 
particular to Jim for the cover picture and Gwynneth for the 
quiz pages (answers next time). As detailed in the Parish Council Report in April 
2025 LINK, the land at Captains Close now belongs to the village in perpetuity come 
rain or shine (or snow). 

You’ll find details about Santa’s visit to Bugbrooke, fascinating Nature Notes, 
what’s occurring at the Church, tips from the Environmental Working Group to 
minimise waste, a fundraising concert for the Chapel and lots more. 

Whatever your circumstances and however you celebrate, we wish you a 
peaceful New Year. 

As a reminder, the current committee are producing the magazine to June 2026, 
so that’s three more issues until we stop. So, if you want the LINK to continue, now is 
the time to get involved. Thank you so much to those who have already offered 
support in different ways but most importantly if you would like to be included in a 
replacement committee, please let us know by sending an email to 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 
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Parish Council Report  
The biggest issue facing the Village at the 
moment is still the closure of the bridge on 
Gayton Rd (Tin Bridge). Our local MP Sarah 
Bool visited the site recently with myself and 
has since been in contact with head of 
Network Rail and met with Leader of WNC. 
It is now anticipated that the process will 
move on and hopefully I will have some 
good news for the village soon. 

Parking is a real problem in the village 
especially when events attract visitors from outside the village. It is great especially 
at Weekends when we have youngsters playing either Rugby or Football but sadly 
these generate a lot of cars. Could those involved please park considerately and 
respect residents’ driveways and access. If possible please walk to the event or 
consider car sharing. 

Some upgrades to the village play areas are due to take place soon. The swing 
in the area near Primary School will be replaced due to wear and tear. One of the 
swings at the Playing Field is broken and needs replacing so it will be with an infant 
swing making the whole area more inclusive. 

Bugbrooke has more dog poo bins than any village in the surrounding area 
however a very small minority of owners still fail to pick up despite the ease of 
disposal. On occasions the bins can become full and if this happens please do not 
deposit your filled bag next to the bin please. Either put it in a litter bin which is 
allowable or take it home and put in your own bin please. 

Work at Captains Close will be starting soon with the erection of a metal fence 
along the northern boundary replacing the old metal fence and barbed wire. Once 
secure it is anticipated that sheep will graze in there and manage the grass. Further 
work to the trees and the southern boundary wall is anticipated in the New Year. 

Back in September the Parish Council wrote to owners of the Five Bells Pub 
expressing our dismay at the state of the building and surrounding area. It is now 
great to see that refurbishment work has commenced and anticipated opening date 
is December. It will be great to see this village asset back in use and we wish the 
tenants good luck when open. 

As ever if you spot any issues around village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Santa in Bugbrooke Friday 19th December 2025 
Hello all, Santa here. 

Well, another year has flown by and its almost time for my Elves to accompany 
me when I whizz around Bugbrooke wishing you all a happy Christmas. 

The route is posted here and on all the noticeboards as well as 
SantainBugbrooke on Facebook. There will again be live updates on the night from 
the tracker elf showing our whereabouts. Listen out for the music and those noisy 
excited elves running around with bells, whistles and loud voices. 
Santa,  aka Des Morris 

mailto:parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org
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Nature Notes 
Last time I said I was hoping for some spectacular Autumn colour, and yes, we 
definitely had plenty this year. Of course that will soon be just a memory, but I love 
winter trees too, when you can see their wonderful structures.  There’s a wildness 
about all those mighty trunks, branches and weaving stems. In the village perhaps 
the most striking trees are the tall stately limes, but my real favourites are I think are 
the sturdier oaks. It is also the case that when there are no leaves, views open up, 
and birds are easier to see.  

Winter can be a good time for spotting birds you wouldn’t normally expect to find 
around here. In the past I have seen a tern flying along the canal; and once in bitter 
weather I saw a small wading bird (I’m sure it was a knot) running about on the icy 
surface at the top of the Paddocks, just as if it were on a beach.  

Among more local birds, one that has delighted us recently is a tiny goldcrest. 
For several days it made a habit of coming to the water feature outside our backdoor, 
to have a little drink followed by a bit of a wash and preen. Never a bird to stay still, it 
would keep flitting back and forth from a nearby laurel bush during its ablutions. 
Under the same bush we were witnesses to a more grisly avian scene: a 
sparrowhawk feasting on a woodpigeon it had caught. This was late in the afternoon 
a few days before the clocks went back. We didn’t see the actual kill, but it must have 
only just happened. The sparrowhawk was a female (larger in this species than the 
male and without the rufous colouring on the breast). Well, it went on eating for 
maybe 3 hours until it was totally dark. At one point a cat wandered down the garden 
but they took no notice of each other. I was intending to clear up the remains of the 
unfortunate pigeon the next morning, but before I got out, the sparrowhawk was back 
and spent another couple of hours ripping into the corpse before eventually flying off. 
I say flying off, we didn’t actually see it go; and we did rather wonder how well it 
could fly after having consumed most of a bird at least as big as itself. But I daresay it 
managed. 

When it comes to birds of prey flying, so often these days when you go out 
you’ll hear the distinctive whistling cry of a red kite and look up to see one or more 
gliding and banking elegantly in the sky above. I’m not sure when they first arrived in 
Bugbrooke, but it really wasn’t very long ago – certainly into this century. Until today I 
had only ever seen them on the wing, but this afternoon we spotted two perched on 
the very top of one of the tallest trees in Captain’s Close (all limes of course). After a 
few minutes one kite took to the sky, quickly followed by the other. 

Now with winter upon us, it is worth remembering that while it is good to get out 
if you can, nature can still be appreciated (as with our goldcrest and sparrowhawk) 
just by looking out of the window. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room is a great way for local people to meet and catch up 
over a cup of tea. It’s open to everyone and free of charge, thanks to the volunteers, 
the Parish Council and West Northants Council, who give us a grant to cover heating 
and room hire for the winter months. 

If you decide to drop in you can be sure of getting a warm welcome as well as a 
hot drink and a biscuit. There are also jigsaws and board games going for those who 
enjoy them. 
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The weekly timetable: 

 Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 

 Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House 

 Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel 
At Bugbrooke Chapel on Thursdays we have regular opportunities to ask 

questions and get advice from representatives of West Northants Council, South 
Northants Volunteer Bureau and others. 2026 dates are still to be confirmed and will 
be shared in the next edition of Link. 
Jane Wood 
Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 
Colin Wilkinson 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
By the time you read this our 2025 programme will be complete. Another year of 
friendship through flowers has flown by. Janet has completed the programme for 
2026 and is working on 2027. 

In addition to our usual meetings we have enjoyed outings to the Malvern 
Spring Show and Waterperry Gardens, an afternoon of tea and cakes and more 
recently a talk by Lee Berrill followed by a buffet where members brought a plate of 
food to share. It was quite a spread. 

So now it is time to wish our members a very happy Christmas and a healthy 
new year. We look forward to seeing everyone at the AGM  on Monday 26th January. 
Usual time and place. Nether Heyford Village Hall at 7.30pm followed by a buffet 
supper prepared by the committee. 
Jane Barker  

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Christmas will soon be upon us. Many people will have been putting away gifts and 
treats for months, spreading the cost of the festivities. The shops have certainly been 
full of sparkly Christmas stuff since October… 

If, like us, you find the amount of waste generated by Christmas rather 
horrifying, how do you deal with that without being a killjoy? These are some of our 
ideas – please share yours on our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/
BugbrookeEnvironmental): 

Give presents that don’t cost the Earth (in all senses). Nowadays there are so 
many options to buy (and sell) good quality second-hand items – Vinted, Ebay, 
Facebook Marketplace, as well as great local charity shops. 

Wrap your gifts in something that can be used again, such as cloth wrapping, or 
present bags look good, can be reused and save time too. 

Try out local community food larders. These aren’t just about making the most 
of your budget (although they’re brilliant for that), they also distribute surplus food, 
which there is a lot of around Christmas. The mince pies, satsumas and sprouts piled 
up on the shelves don’t all sell and supermarkets need to clear space for new stock.  
Almost all supermarkets now have an arrangement for community larders to collect 
surplus food which is still absolutely fine to eat. https://www.facebook.com/
towcestercommunitylarder 

If you find yourself with too much food, or unwanted gifts, pass them on to 

mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/BugbrookeEnvironmental
https://www.facebook.com/BugbrookeEnvironmental
https://www.facebook.com/towcestercommunitylarder
https://www.facebook.com/towcestercommunitylarder
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someone who will use them. The Olio app is a good way of finding a home for food 
that you won’t use (or don’t like). 

Send e-cards for a change, saving on postage (87p for a 2nd class stamp!) as 
well as paper and card. Or don’t send any cards and give your friends and family a 
call instead. 

Secret Santa is a fun way of making sure everyone in your family or group of 
friends gets a gift while cutting down on the number of presents each person has to 
buy. 

Surely the best thing about Christmas is spending time with loved ones. We all 
enjoy opening presents, but the part of the holiday we remember is playing games 
with the kids, the Boxing Day walk, or Granny snoring in front of the TV, not what 
presents we got! 
Jane Wood 
Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2026 
In January we will again be running the annual Bugbrooke Birdwatch. We had 27 
participants in 2025, our first year of doing the birdwatch (following the many years it 
was organised by Margaret Cooke). We’d really like to get a few more people joining 
in this year so look out for the forms in the Pet Shop and online in early January. If 
you would like us to email you the details please drop us a line. 

Citizen science like this is important to help track changes in the distribution and 
numbers of birds. Like many other creatures, birds are affected by factors including 
habitat loss, pollution and climate change, with some species moving further north as 
average temperatures rise, and others dropping in numbers as food sources become 
scarcer. 

As always the Bugbrooke Birdwatch will be on the same dates as the national 
RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, 23-25 January 2026. 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group meetings are held bi-monthly on the 
first Wednesday of the month; the next one is on Wednesday 7 January at the 
Community Centre. We also have regular litterpicks around the village – these are 
always advertised on Facebook, or you can be added to our mailing list to get details. 

You can follow us on Facebook or contact us via email 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la re s la te r .bpc@gma i l . com )  and  Jane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
As another year draws to a close, the cricket club may enter its winter hibernation, 
but allows us to look back on another successful year, both on and off the pitch, and 
to the future as we prepare for April 2026 in earnest. 

It was a difficult start to 2025, as like so many in the village, we had to deal with 
the impacts of storm Bert the previous November, which flooded over half of the 
ground and damaged our equipment. Fortunately thanks to the hard work of our 
committee and members, we were able to be ready for the start of the new season, 
with our artificial wicket renewed and replacement equipment arriving throughout the 
first six months. 

 On the field, all three of our Northamptonshire Cricket League sides were 
competitive in their respective divisions, all achieving mid-table finishes in Division 5, 
9 and 13 respectively, whilst the 3rd XI had been in the promotion race, but 
unfortunately missed out on the final day. 

mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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The 1st XI also progressed to the knock-out stages of the T20 Cup, despite 
being one of the lowest ranked sides in the competition, but were unable to make 
Finals Day after falling at the quarter-final stage. 

 Off the field it was another successful year, with our bar, refurbished 18 months 
ago, providing the perfect setting for those post-match evenings, for players, 
members and visitors alike. We also hosted a range of social events, from Gin and 
Quiz nights, to our annual presentation which rounded off our season in October. 

We once again hosted ECB All-Stars and Dynamos courses in May and June, 
welcoming over 30 children, aged 5-11 to the Doc White, with the ground abuzz on a 
Friday night, with youngsters and parents enjoying the summer evenings. 

 We’ve got big plans for junior cricket going forward, with the aim of starting a 
hard ball Under 13 side in 2026, providing a pathway to regular junior cricket for those 
graduating from our Dynamos courses, as well as finding the next generation of 
Bugbrooke league players. 

 If you have a son or daughter in years 7 & 8 who are interested in cricket, 
please don’t hesitate to get in touch with us for more information. 

 Likewise on the senior side, we are always welcoming of new players for a 
season, so if you’re sat at home watching England (hopefully) winning the Ashes in 
Australia over the next few weeks and want to give it a go, or perhaps are a former 
player looking to get back into the game, our three league sides provide opportunities 
for all abilities and experience. 

Winter nets will be starting in the New Year, with details to be confirmed shortly 
via our social media platforms. You can find us on Facebook or Instagram 
@BugbrookeCC on Instagram, or Bugbrooke Cricket Club on Facebook. 

 As with any village sporting club, the costs of playing cricket and maintaining 
our facilities are an ever-increasing burden on our small, but committed, group of 
volunteers, and we’re on the look out for any potential sponsorship from local 
business. We would be grateful of any support, please do get in touch if you are 
interested in helping us out. 

 As well as via the above social media accounts, we can be reached via email 
on bugbrookecc@gmail.com, please do feel free to get in touch for more information 
on any of the above, or any questions and queries you may have about the club. 

 Before we know it, our 2026 fixtures will be out and we can wish away these 
long nights and start the countdown to April and a fresh season. 
Ciaran Thomas 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
We expanded our club competitions last year and held them all again this year. I’m 
delighted to announce the winners for the 2025 season were: 

Singles Championship Shield winner: Dave Francis 
Singles Plate winner: Ally Smith 
Pairs Championship Shield winners: Steve Alderman, Geoff Rooke 
Australian Pairs Jody Linford Cup winners: Chris Carter, Bob Mackintosh 

Triples Championship Shield winners: Charles Raymond, Robin Frost, Maurice New 
Triples League Cup winners: Geoff Rooke, Katrina Labrum, Tom Fuins 
These club competitions are open to any of our members, so whether you’re 

new to bowls or have been playing for years, you have a chance to take part and win. 
Throughout the year, a small group of bowls club members volunteer each 

Wednesday morning to maintain the area around the green and to carry out essential 

mailto:bugbrookecc@gmail.com
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 repairs and improvements. This input is critical to the operation of the club and once 
again I want to take this opportunity to say I’m so grateful to those that contribute to 
the club in this way. 

The bowls green was constructed in 1995 and the irrigation system was 
installed as an integral part of the construction. The irrigation system comprises an 
electric motor and associated pump, a large water tank, underground pipework and 
four sprinklers. The pump had started to leak badly last year and we made numerous 
patch-up attempts which eventually stopped the leak. It’s essential that we can 
continue to water the green and have now been able to buy a replacement motor and 
pump. Thank you so much to all who have contributed to this fund, including a grant 
from the Parish Council. 

Our social events continue, as detailed in the last issue of LINK, which include 
the 60’s night on 28 November; indoor bowls at Daventry; meeting at the Bakers 
Arms once a month and our Christmas meal at Braunston on 14 December. Our 
AGM is booked for 11 February 2026 and our presentation evening for 11 March 
2026, ready to start again at the end of April. 

Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to 
join us for next year. 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 

Poinsettias for St Michael & All Angels Church 
We will be grateful for donations of Poinsettias to make Christmas in Church 
colourful. It would be great to have some for the Tree of Light and Christingle 
services, but anytime before Christmas is fine. 
Thank you 
Sheila Willmore (on behalf of Kaye Adams) 

Bugbrooke Community Primary School 
It’s hard to believe that by the time this is published, we will have nearly completed 
our first full term of the year! 

I’m thrilled to say that our new reception children have settled in wonderfully. It’s 
heart-warming to see their cheerful faces as they embark on their educational 
journey. Across the school, children moved into their new year groups and adapted 
well, embracing the challenges and excitement that come with a new academic year. 

This term has been buzzing with opportunities, as we've enjoyed a fantastic 
array of sporting events that really showcased our students' talents and teamwork. 
Additionally, our visits to Sulgrave Manor (for Year 6), Flag Fen (for Year 3), 
Cadbury’s World (for Year 5) and The Think Tank (for Year 4s) provided the children 
with enriching experiences that brought history and science to life. We are also all 
very much looking forward to our annual Panto trip to see Beauty and the Beast at 
the Deco theatre, where we also have the privilege of seeing one of our own pupils 
performing as part of the cast!  

This term, we were also honoured to receive a visit from the Mayor of 
Northampton in commemoration of the 350th anniversary of the Great Fire of 
Northampton. We also welcomed our friends from the Restore Centre for our harvest 
assembly. 

At the start of the year, we were proud to announce the election of our House 
Captains and school ambassadors, who were chosen by their peers. Special 



16 

 



17 

 

appointments have also been made 
for sports leaders and reading 
ambassadors, further promoting 
leadership and responsibility within 
our school community. 
This term, we have been awarded a 
Gold School’s Games Mark, which 
is a very prestigious award given to 
schools who provide exceptional 

opportunities for their pupils to engage in 
a range of sports and sporting 
opportunities in and out of school. We 
are so proud to have received this and 
stay committed to providing outstanding 
sporting and physical activities for all of 
our pupils.  

We have also been welcoming new 
prospective parents with tours to 
showcase what makes our school so 
special. If anyone would still like to have a tour of our school, please contact the 
school office on 01604 830610 to book a tour with myself.   

Later on in this term, we will be enjoying the excitement that comes with the 
build up to Christmas. Our EYFS and Key Stage 1 pupils will be performing their 
Christmas Play and we are hopeful that our choir can take a step into the community 
to perform. We will also be keeping our fingers crossed that an important visitor is 
able to join us for our Christmas Party!  

If you would like to be a part of our school or know someone who would like to, 
we still have places for new Governors to join our Governing Body. You don’t have to 
have a link with the school to be part of it. If you would like more information, please 
do contact the school and I will give you all the information needed.  

 I want to take this 
opportunity to wish the 
community a very Merry 
Christmas and Happy 
New Year from all at 
Bugbrooke Community 
Primary School.  
With kind regards, 
Mrs Birch 
Headteacher    
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Our Craft Fayre on Saturday 1st November was a great success. As before we held 
it in the Church itself, which looked its best for much of the day with Autumn 
sunshine lighting up the stained glass (though by the end of the afternoon it was 
raining and beginning to get dark – but cosy inside). The stalls offered quite a variety 
of things for sale, much of it locally made: from the traditional (such as chutney and 
turned wood) to the modern (like 3D printed toy dragons). And as always there was 
tea and homemade cake. It all went to Create a lovely atmosphere, and made £720 
for our funds. Many thanks to everyone who worked so hard to make all this happen, 
and to those who came and spent their money. 

We are a registered charity and the funds we raise all go towards keeping our 
lovely village church in repair. 
Jim Inch 

Badgers Classic Car Member 
MGBGT  1970 BHM320 H 
I had been looking to purchase an MG for 
some time.  

Living in  Blisworth at the time A friend 
of mine said there was a BGT for sale in 
the village £250.00 take it or leave it. I duly 
parted with my money & had the car 
recovered to my work.  

It was in a sorry state having stood in 
an asbestos garage with a leaking roof for 
some 7 years. That was in February 1988 
& so began the restoration. The car was 
completely stripped.  

New front & rear wings inner & outer 
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sills front and rear panels both doors, inner rear wings etc etc and work began. 
Fortunately the main chassis & floor pans were still sound. Any surface corrosion 
was cleaned & treated.  

Some 6 years later the car was taxed and Mot tested. After nearly 38 years & 
10000 miles of ownership in total I'm loathe to part with it. 
Peter Hodge 

Christmas at Bugbrooke Church 
Despite not having a resident Rector, our Christmas services will take place as 
normal and we would like to welcome anyone who wishes to celebrate Christmas 
with us. 

Tree of Light: a service where we remember loved ones no longer with us. 
This takes place on Sunday 7th December at 4 p.m. in Bugbrooke Church. (see 
October Link) 

Christingle: a family workshop where we make our own Christingles and then 
have a short child-friendly service to explain the elements of the Christingle. All 
followed by a family tea. This takes place on Sunday 14th December at 4 p.m. in 
Bugbrooke Church and donations from this service go to The Children’s Society. 

Carol Service: our service of carols and Bible readings explaining the 
Christmas story. This takes place on Sunday 21st December at 7.30 p.m. in 
Bugbrooke Church followed by refreshments. Again, donations from this service go 
to The Children’s Society. 
Christmas Eve: 

Crib service: a short child-friendly service creating the nativity scene – 2.30 
p.m. in Bugbrooke Church. Donations go to The Children’s Society. 

Carols on the Green: our community gathering to sing traditional carols – 5.30 
p.m. on the green by the village shop. Donations from this go to The Hope Centre. 

Christmas Eve Communion: 11.30 p.m. in Bugbrooke Church 
Christmas Day: Communion: 10.30 a.m. in Bugbrooke Church 

Wishing all inhabitants of Bugbrooke parish a Merry and Blessed Christmas 
and we look forward to welcoming you at any of our services if you would like to 
celebrate the true meaning of Christmas with us. 

Bugbrooke Church Ministry Team and Congregation. 
Judy Smith 

Bugbrooke Community Cafe – Call for Grant Applications 
We are pleased to be able to make some awards to provide financial support and 
wish to invite applications from those meeting the following criteria: 

 Local young people entering or in further education or training, or starting 
work, who are finding it difficult to buy necessary books/equipment/tools etc. 

 Local organisations focussing on the development and wellbeing of young 
people. 

 Overseas charities where they are initiated or supported by the local 
community. 
Please make grant applications, in confidence, to the Chair of Bugbrooke Cafe, 

David Hollely: By email: david.hollely1@btinternet.com, or letter to 6A Church Lane 
by no later than 22nd December 2025. 

mailto:david.hollely1@btinternet.com
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Your application needs to include your name, address, contact details, the 
amount requested and for what purpose. Your personal details, together with any 
subsequent award (other than to appropriate organisations), will remain 
confidential. 

When reviewing requests for support, the awards panel may ask for 
supporting evidence and/or receipts supporting expenditure. 

The awards panel will consist of the present Café Directors (Catherine Parry, 
Peter Wilkins, Steve Dawks, and David Hollely). 

Please call me on 07764 660972 if you have any questions regarding the 
scheme or your eligibility to apply. 
David Hollely 

Bugbrooke OAP’S Christmas Gift Scheme 
We are aiming to deliver the vouchers to the applicants during early December. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers for payment 
will be shown on the vouchers as in previous years. Please note that as indicated 
on the vouchers these MUST be redeemed by Saturday 31st January 2026. 

May we from the OAP’s Committee, wish you all, a very happy, peaceful and 
healthy Christmas and New Year. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

History Group 
Our last face to face meeting at the Community Centre for this year was held on 
17th September. Chris Clayson showed us photos of how Northampton and local 
areas were in the 1960’s. 

So much has changed since then and some wonderful buildings have been 
demolished, particularly in the Abington Street area of the town. The Grosvenor 
Centre  brought a big change to the town. 

Many of us recall the demolition of the old bus station in the Derngate. We 
now have a theatre in this area. 

Looking at the photos of Northampton it was a very busy town in the 60’s with 
crowds on the Market Square area. How things seem to have changed since then. 
Chris showed a few photos of his own village of Roade. Many changes took place 
following the closure of the railway station. 

The area of an old factory has in its place a relatively new housing 
development. 

We enjoyed a great walk at the beginning of September. We were blessed 
with a fine dry day. John Perkins once again did us proud with the history of the 
canals. Pat and Alan provided very welcome refreshments at their home 
afterwards; once again, thank you to them. 

Our zoom meetings begin on Wednesday 19th November. Subject: Margaret 
Bondfield, MP for Northampton and the first woman to serve in the cabinet. 
If you wish to join in the zoom meetings please contact Pat 
Kent. frksp6@gmail.com 
Pat Grant 

 
 
 
 

mailto:frksp6@gmail.com
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Christmas Wrapping for Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
At this time of year wrapping Christmas gifts can be a time consuming task, 
especially when we are all busy.  Mary Berwick however is someone who enjoys 
being amongst the paper, ribbons and bows.  This year she has again decided to 
channel her enthusiasm for wrapping gifts into raising money for Cynthia Spencer 
Hospice. 

Mary will supply the paper, ribbons, bows and tags free of charge and is offering 
to wrap your Christmas gifts in return for a donation to Cynthia Spencer Hospice.  

Mary will be wrapping at the Community Café on the following dates: 

 
All donations will be passed to Cynthia Spencer Hospice in the New Year and 

the amount raised will be published in Bugbrooke Link. 
Many Thanks  

Mary Berwick 

Bugbrooke Chapel 
In order to help raise funds for the improvements, the well-known local musician Rob 
Halligan has agreed to entertain us with one of his inspiring concerts, as part of our 
preparations for Christmas. This will be on Saturday 6th December at 6.30pm in the 
Chapel. Entry will be £8 on the door or £7.50 by prior arrangement through Eventbrite 
on their website. There will be an interval when hot drinks will be available for £1 and 
mince pies also for £1 each. All are welcome to enjoy this musical feast by a local 
musician, which will also be so helpful in achieving our vision for Bugbrooke Chapel. 
Colin Wilkinson 

Bugbrooke Carers Cafe 
Tea, cake and a friendly ear always available with a 
good natter to like minded people on the first Thursday 
of every month. Meeting at the Community Cafe. 

We also like to bring a bit of light entertainment in 
various guises. 

Thanks to Ray's Fish and Chips last month, they 
were lush! November brings wreath making for those who want to and December our 
Christmas Party. 

Caring for someone, whether family or friend, brings lots of different challengers 
in all aspects of our life. The old proverb 'A problem shared is a problem halved' is 
one that really can be true when caring can bring such isolation. 

Supported by Bugbrooke Community Living,  The Aging Well team, Alzheimer's 
Society, Community Connect and Northamptonshire Carers Association. 

Please spread the word. Just turn up to a warm welcome! 
Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and healthy New Year! 
If you have any questions we can be contacted at hellobcl@yahoo.com 

Chris Carter 

Friday 5th December Saturday 6th December 

Friday 12th December Saturday 13th December 

Friday 19th December Saturday 20th December 

mailto:hellobcl@yahoo.com
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Bugbrooke WI  
By the time this issue of LINK is delivered, it will be  approaching  Christmas and 
we will all be rushing around getting everything ready for the big day. 

Bugbrooke WI members have enjoyed a wonderful year of varied, enjoyable 
activities, with lots of positive feedback. In September Andy Tennant did a 
presentation on the fascinating life of Virginia Bradford, an American silent screen 
actress, who lived a very colourful life and finally ended up living in Tiffield. 

We were entertained in our October meeting by the very talented local music 
trio, 3 in Accord. They treated us to a wonderful evening of music, both new and 
old, including songs from popular musicals. Guaranteed to get everyone’s toes 
tapping. 
Future meetings - January 5th 2026 (2.00pm) The Repair Shop and Me, Christine 
Farmer will talk about her experiences. 

February 2nd 2026, Anita will demonstrate her delicious food. 
March 2nd 2026 7.30pm, our AGM plus Northampton Walks, when David 

Askew will introduce us to some interesting walks. 
     We hope to welcome some new members to Bugbrooke WI in 2026. We 

meet usually on the first Monday of every month at 7.30pm at Bugbrooke St  
Michael’s Football Club. There is a small charge for visiting guests. 

    In addition to our monthly meetings, we enjoy lunches at local restaurants, 
Crafty Chatter meetings and occasional skittles matches with other WI groups. 

    For further Information, please contact our President, Pat Grant on 
07749388616. 

Bugbrooke WI wishes you all a wonderful Christmas and  a Happy, Healthy 
New Year. 
Jennie Thomas 

Bugbrooke Community Living 
Thankyou to everyone who supported our first fund raiser 
on September 12th. Many thanks to Chris & Debbie for 
giving their time and an amazing Quiz! With the raffle and 
a game of Heads and Tails we raised the princely sum of 
£525 and had many requests to make it an annual event. 
Thank you Bugbrooke Football Club for hosting us. 

We look forward to seeing you at one of our other 
events next year.  

Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and healthy 
New Year! 

Any Grant applications can be e-mailed to : hellobcl@yahoo.com 
Bugbrooke Community Living supporting the residents of Bugbrooke. 
BCL.  
Chris Carter 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:hellobcl@yahoo.com
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Church decorations 
for harvest festival. 
Pictures by Kaye 
Adams. - Looking  
lovely thanks to all 
the volunteers and 
gifts of flowers and 
fruit etc.,  
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It was nice to see canal boats 
moving again this autumn - 
picture by Geoff Cooke 

Anyone recognize this 
fungus? - picture by Kaye 

Adams 
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Badgers Classic and Sports Car Group 
With the year passing us by quickly the classic car season for shows and visits is 
slowing  down. The group has a few things coming up to keep us occupied  during 
the coming months. We are planning to hold a quiz night in January and a possible 
classic car run around the village before Christmas but this will be only subject to 
availability of vehicles to make this happen.  

The group have a few events to look forward to next year amongst 
these supporting a number of Rotary charity shows. The event at Leamington earlier 
this year raised over nine thousand pounds for their charities, our group has had 
good feedback from them and we hope to get more cars and bikes there next year . 
We are also working on a date for a new visit for us  at the Pitstone Green museum 
which is set in an old Victorian farm near Leighton Buzzard. There are lots of working 
demonstrations such as saw milling, pottery and old vehicles to view amongst other 
things going on at the site. Please check out their website 
www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk for more information about this venue, date to be 
advised for our visit shortly. 

National drive it day is an annual event in April for classic car owners to get 
their cars and also in our case includes motor bikes. This event raises funds for the 
NSPCC. We are looking to visit Industry Supplies cafe on national drive it day, they 
have recently moved from Weedon to Nether Heyford moving into a farm barn 
building just outside the village. The day should be interesting as we have also been 
asked to take part in a St Georges day celebration in Daventry and the organisers are 
looking for a display of our cars and bikes. This will only happen subject to numbers 
and will be discussed at our next meeting to work out the day’s proceedings.   

There are lots of days out etc under planning for 2026. Thank you for your 
support during this year and we look forward to seeing you at any of our meetings 
throughout the coming year. Our December meeting will be a social get together. We 
wish all the many groups in the village and indeed all villagers a happy 
holiday season. We hope the LINK continues for many years to come and keeps our 
village informed of news from all groups and thank the current team for all their past 
efforts.  
Tony Inwood 

Brenda Campion’s Adventures (last episode) 
Taken from her biography ‘The Undiminished Sea’ 
Brenda Campion is the daughter of Phillip Campion who was instrumental in setting 
up Campion School. 

Ecuador, 
When I was but thirteen or so 
I went into a golden land 
Chimborazo. Colopaxi 
Took me by the hand.. 
The words were magic as I rolled them round my tongue in the poetry class at 

school – and now here I was in 1964 actually within sight of those white capped 
smouldering volcanoes – the suburbs of Quito – capital city of Ecuador and 
Chimborazo, Cotopaxi were mine! 20,000 feet above me! 

But their grey ash dusted the washing on my line in the back garden, houses, 
people, traffic.. did not seem as the poem insisted - ‘thin fading dreams by day’...but 

http://www.pitstonemuseum.co.uk/
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very real and part of the romantic years we were to spend in South America for the 
Singer Sewing Machine Company. 

For me the altitude soon triggered off 
a fearsome headache as I drove the 
landrover swinging round hairpin bends. - 
the rare oxygen reduced us all, even the 
children - Nigel, Dominic, Tim, Suzanne 
and Nicola – to silence. At last we drew up 
in the large empty plaza – a strange silence 
– shining white – nobody about and all we 
could hear was the throbbing rhythmic 
music coming from the church. There was 
something eerie about it. We drew together 
whispering fearfully. 

Suddenly without warning the heavy 
studded Church door crashed open and 
from the darkness within figures emerged. 
The children’s eyes widened – fascinated – 
the brilliant satin, green, red, gold and blue 
disguises – animals and birds - masks and 
plumage – satin and feathers shone as they 
capered, twisting, erotic, cavorting and 
leaping. 

But suddenly they saw us. They advanced. Hostility in their gestures – drum 
beats, drum beats. I forced the heavy gears crashing in my haste. Thankfully the 
vehicle moved off down and down. 

We had known the spell and enchantment of that airy space, of those white 
heights - and life would never be quite the same again. 

[There follows many changes, impossible to print here. There’s a time when the 
family live in different places in England, when Willie runs his own business and 
continues to travel over the world, when Nigel goes to boarding school, when Brenda 
and Willie divorce and Brenda marries again. The children become independent and 
live for a while in Chile. Brenda moves back to Chile and finds rewarding work there. 
Our narrative skips to Brenda’s trip to Nepal in 1989.] 

One of the stories I would never have 
known so well, came to me from the 
photograph of my Great Aunt Bessie. On the 
reverse of it is written in her own handwriting  
Bee in Kashmir 1923. Great Aunt Bess as a 
young woman is wearing a long heavy 
overcoat, and a broad brimmed hat and is 
standing on a bank beside a very still lake and 
has a sweet wistful smile. Born on 22nd June 
1878, 1923 was a year during a period when 
travelling so far afield as Kashmir was 
unusual. She was one of two sisters, Aunt Dot 
and Aunt Bee Campion. They never married – 
a whole generation of young men had been 
wiped out in World War One. 

while in Quito and venturing on a 
picnic with friends 

Auntie Bee 
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Bee and Dot trained as Princess Christian Nursing Sisters and Bee went out 
to Kashmir and India with Lady Minto’s Indian Nursing Scheme – these nurses went 
out, ready to help European families when needed. 

From the moment I saw this photograph I never lost my dream of the 
possibility of going to India. After retiring to England in 1987 from Chile foot loose 
and fancy free, I determined to follow in her footsteps as far as I could. 

Nepal - 21st to 28th December 1989:  Pokhara – Sikkliss- Katikathan 2,900 ft 
to 8,898 ft. 

After arriving in Khatmandu, Nepal and taking one day sightseeing around the 
city we were flown to Pokhara. Half an hours flight took us over terraced land which 
was not mountainous but quite steep forested hills and the Ghorka country from 
whence the Gurkhas originate and who have been such wonderful soldiers for 
many years. The Pokhara airport is small and scruffy and we were soon getting 
together with our crew of Sherpas, porters, cooks who took our kitbags and we set 
forth along the rocky road leading north west out of the town. 

Donkeys, chickens, cows and children all over the road and poor hovels of 
houses and shops. Gradually we were walking through paddy fields balancing 
along mud walls of the irrigation canals. We passed several huge sacred trees – 
their roots hanging down from branches. 

As we walked along one of the Sherpas was carrying a radio and we were told 
that America had invaded Panama – it all seemed many miles away. 

[The trek was hard and eventful, scenery beautiful, people friendly] 
We climbed and climbed – little villages with small terraces and great slabs of 

stone served as steps up which the Nepalese skipped with ease. Up and up. After 
a while we passed a porter who said cheerfully ‘Today easy up.’ It seemed far from 
easy to us. Great slippery rocks all anyhow clambering over them on hands and 
knees. 

On again and we came to a huge cathedral like cave above us. Inverted bowls 
of honeycomb dripped honey from the roof – people risk their lives to get the honey 
with ropes of vines and bees swarming round their heads... 

Throughout we were amazed by the cleanliness and quality of the food the 
Sherpas served up to us. 

I started to drink in the breathtaking views of the mountains – 
Machhapuchaew, Anna purna 11 and 1V and Lamjung Himel, three of the highest 
mountains in the world. 

We continued white water rafting down the tossing river as we progressed for 
three days down to the jungle which borders India. 

In 1993  I returned to Nepal and to Tibet inspired by my first journey. Both 
visits are treasures in my memories. 

[Brenda Campion’s biography tells of her enthusiasm for life and adventure. 
Wherever she went she took a great interest in people, their customs and lifestyle. 
My thanks go to her family for allowing me to reproduce parts of this precious 
book.] 
From The Undiminished Sea by Brenda Campion adapted by Pat Kent 
For Baptist Heritage Assets  (Bugbrooke) CIO 
Pat Kent 
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Diary  

December 
  

1 19:30 WI ⚽ 

4 14:00 Carers Café SS 

5 19:30 Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church Wine Tasting CC 

6 18:30 Bugbrooke Chapel - Rob Halligan concert   

7 16:00 Tree of Light Service   

8 14:00 U3A CC 

8 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

10 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

19 18:30     Santa in Bugbrooke         

22 19:45 Flower Society NHVH 

22 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

22  Final date for Bugbrooke Community Cafe – Grant Applications 

24  17.30       Carols on the Green (Donations to Hope Centre)  

January   

5 14:00 WI - Christine Farmer ‘The Repair Shop and Me’  ⚽ 

7 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

12 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

19 14:00 U3A CC 

21 19:30 History Group  Zoom 

23-24  RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch 

26 19:30 Flower Society AGM NHVH 

February   

2 14:00 WI - Anita - Food demonstration ⚽ 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre      - Chapel     - Church ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 

Community Living Rooms:  

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (Not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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