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(Issue 250), February 2025 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 
Welcome to the 250th issue of your village magazine – we’ve 
come a long way since the first one in July 1983. You can 
check this out as all of the magazines are reproduced on our 
website (see the address below). The combined effort of committee members, 
volunteers, deliverers, contributors, advertisers and other supporters has been 
massive to get us here. 

One of the most enduring articles has been Nature Notes, which has been there 
from the start. Bill Lantsbery wrote many articles, followed by John Curtis and 
Margaret Cooke, with Pamela Cox for the last ten years. Pamela has now finished 
her contributions so if you would like to continue this tradition please get in touch with 
us. 

Nature Notes has been a fascinating record of weather, flora and fauna in and 
around Bugbrooke and may even demonstrate the effect of changes to the climate 
over four decades. Looking at some of the articles from 40 years ago, really hot 
weather and flooding in the village was mentioned but now we appear to be getting 
more extremes, more often. 
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If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

As a committee we would like to state our sympathy for those of you who were 
directly affected by the heavy rain arising from Storm Bert and associated flooding on 
the night of Sunday 24 November 2024. As set out in the Parish Council Chairman’s 
report efforts are being made to understand what happened and how it can be 
prevented going forward. Hopefully, at some point, a summary report might be 
available for publication. 

Many people in the lower part of the village were badly affected by the floods of 
the 24th November and we hope their lives can get back to normal soon. Some have 
sent pictures of the floods which we are publishing here and on page 15. 

 

November 24th flood photos by 
Kit Hodges, Jamie Delahunt and 
Sue Dewey  

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Parish Council Report  
At the end of November, the village suffered the worst flooding that I can remember with 
many properties being affected. It is devastating that so many were unable to be in their 
homes over Christmas or left dealing with the aftermath of the flooding. It was good to 
see some of the community pulling together to help. 

Although the Parish Council has no direct responsibilities, in these circumstances 
we are obviously very concerned and were working in the background to get help to 
Bugbrooke. Going forward the parish council role is to provide a link between the 
agencies responsible and the residents.  The council will work with residents to create a 
Community Resilience Plan and develop a strategy to ensure the community is better 
prepared for any future events. To this end we have pushed for meetings with all 
agencies involved as well as those affected to establish what happened and what can 
be done in the future. There are lots of rumours circulating about the events of that 
evening, it is hoped that bringing all the agencies together will establish the facts and 
then the council will be updated as to what happened and how it can be prevented 
going forward. 

You will have noticed over the festive period that there were many illuminate 
Christmas trees on lampposts in the village. Originally, we had ordered and paid for 
three, but when we contacted the company supplying them to tell them about the 
flooding and determine if they could help us get some more, they kindly supplied a 
further 15 free of charge as a small gesture to those affected by the flooding to brighten 
the area. We are very grateful to them for doing this. 

The Gayton Road over Tin Bridge was recently closed after an inspection and the 
repairs necessary will take longer than anticipated and commencement not till 
February. No completion time has been given currently but could well be into the 
Summer.  

The 3.5T weight limit on Birds Hill is beginning to have an effect but signs are 
being knocked over or removed which is not helping. I have approached Highways 
again over this issue. 

The numerous dog bins in the village are emptied by a contractor employed by the 
Parish Council, sadly just before Christmas the Contractor ceased trading so the Clerk 
had to hunt around for a replacement which was not easy. Once found the transition did 
not go as smoothly as we expected even though there was a week of the old and new 
contractor working together to try to mitigate any issues. Some bins were missed during 
this period and the new contractor had taken on many new villages due to the previous 
contractor ceasing trading so there were some initial problems with the workload, but 
the issues have now been resolved. I would remind Parishioners that if a bin is full then 
you can use a litter bin or take it home with you, please don’t dump it next to a full bin. 

Facebook is occasionally used by the parish council to communicate useful 
information to the community; but the council cannot be expected to see or reply to 
Facebook posts, it is not a method of contacting the parish council. Any issues or 
comments can be sent to the clerk or councillors via email. Contact details are on the 
website: www.bugbrookeparishcouncil.org. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Poppy Appeal 2024   
2024 was an important year for the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal as we 
remembered the Normandy Landings of 1944 some eighty years ago now. In fact 
though there are still many survivors, even the youngest are now in their late nineties. 
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2025 of course will focus on recalling eighty years since the end of the Second World 
War and remembering a generation who gave their lives to secure a lasting peace. 
Sadly, I am thinking of stepping aside from collecting in November 2025, after ten 
years, so if anyone is interested in becoming a Poppy Appeal Organiser for Bugbrooke 
please contact me by email on johnperkins56@outlook.com and I will put you in touch 
with the Legion and pass on my stock.  In the light of that I wish to take this opportunity 
to thank Terry Ward for all his encouragement and help over the years. 

QR codes on collecting tins, were provided again in October/November, for those 
who wanted to donate by phone rather than contribute cash. Villagers donated at sites 
like the Stores, the Wharf, Baker’s Arms and other outlets in the village including 
Philippa’s, Badger’s Café and Harben Hair. In addition both Schools put out boxes and 
collection tins. We also received a cheque from the Parish Church collection for the 
R.B.L. on Remembrance Sunday (10th November) which was very much appreciated. 
A special thank you again goes to the enthusiastic staff and kind customers of the 
Petshop, who performed superbly once again this year. The final sum raised by these 
outlets for the village of Bugbrooke, was £857.53, (including QR donations) which was 
lower than last year’s total of £1381.19. 

This total though does not include those kind people who went online – like The 
Parish Council that generously paid the Legion directly (who purchased a wreath once 
again) or those who had their own initiatives to raise funds for the R.B.L. The Legion 
and I would very much like to thank every person who gave to this year’s appeal, as we 
remember the sacrifice made during wartime and give help to those involved, injured or 
bereaved by the effects of war. 
John Perkins (Poppy Appeal Organiser) 

Bells at Christmas 2024 (with Historical Notes) 
If you can cast your minds back to the afternoon of Sunday 22 December you may 
remember hearing the church bells ringing throughout much of the afternoon. The 
weather was cold and windy which meant that audibility was very variable around the 
village but the ringing provided a welcome accompaniment whilst walking around 
delivering Christmas cards. This was a peal being rung as one of over 130 peals which 
have been rung throughout 2024, mainly within the Diocese, as part of the Centenary 
celebrations of the Peterborough Diocesan Guild of Church Bellringers and was the 
11th peal to be rung at Bugbrooke. 

Generally a peal is a continuous piece of ringing in excess of 5000 changes, 
starting and ending with rounds (12345) with the minimum of repetition. Seven bells or 
more are needed to enable no repetition and so the 120 changes possible on 5 bells 
needed to be rung 42 times. Previously the last such peal rung at Bugbrooke was in 
2002 with the first one being in 1927. The second was in 1932 by an entirely local band 
- four of the ringers (Colin Lovell, Ernest York, Thomas Bass, Charlie Smith) were 
ringing in their first peal attempt while for the fifth ringer (Fred Browning) it was his first 
attempt to conduct a peal – a significant achievement all round. In 1975 a peal was rung 
with the assistance of two ringers from Nether Heyford and with a footnote ’Sponsored 
peal in aid of the Church Roof Repair Fund’ – sadly drips are re-appearing from the roof 
today. 

While looking through the bell-related records some items caught my eye: 
“God save our Quene and her preasearve.1599” (the inscription on our 3rd bell, 

the oldest of the five and hence 2024 was its 425th Anniversary year).  
“1632 Payd to a man going with a letter to Buckingham to the founder 6d.” (having 

earlier mentioned the delivery of Christmas cards). 

mailto:johnperkins56@outlook.com
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“The dedication of the bells of Bugbrooke, Northants, which have been restored by 

Messrs. Gillett and Johnston, took place on the Sunday before Christmas, the 
ceremony being performed by the Rev. J. P. de Putron (Vicar of Kingsthorpe, 
Northamptonshire). The bells were rung during the dedication service by a band of 
ringers belonging to the Peterborough Diocesan Guild, and ringing also took place after 
the dedication service and again for evening service.” (this extract refers to Christmas 
1931, and so the recent peal would mark the 93rd anniversary of the dedication). 

Our number of local ringers has diminished over recent years and we would 
always welcome interest from anyone who would like to join us. Luckily on Christmas 
morning we were able to welcome two ringers from Kent who were holidaying on a 
narrow boat which enabled us to sound more ‘complete’. If you’re interested in learning 
more, please contact bugbrookebells@gmail.com. 
Jim White 

Badgers classic and sports car group  
Another year is upon us as we approach our first anniversary on what was just an idea 
to see if there were any like minded classic enthusiasts out there. Well the answer 
came back from the original Link article asking the question, yes there was and our 
numbers have been growing on a regular basis. We held monthly meetings during 2024 
both at the Wharf and also had a social evening at the White Horse in Norton. It is with 
regret that we have now lost the Wharf as our main meeting place due to its closure but 
hope to see it reopen again soon for the benefit of both the village and 
canal community. 

 After our initial year the group is aiming to offer even more events for 2025 with a 
number of shows and visits already being looked at. The proposed visit to Catesby 
tunnel an old Victorian railway tunnel completed in 1897 and now used for aerodynamic 
testing is likely to take place over the next few months. Indeed any one who is 
interested in finding out more about the history and investment of the tunnel during 
its recent years there is an article in the February addition of Practical Classics 
magazine. There are photos of several classic cars taken down the tunnel and these 
are on the front cover of the magazine, well worth a read. We have also been invited to 
Silverstone to look at opportunities that are available for young people in the motor 
sport and related industries. I am also looking at a couple of runs out to places such as 
Rutland water visiting a garden centre on route for a coffee if there are enough 
interested group members watch this space. Sywell aerodrome museum is another 
must this year as some of our members are volunteers there. 

 Although not really planned for last year we are one step ahead in the shopping 
department for the group. There are now polo shirts, hoodies and baseball caps along 
with key rings; these are available to purchase on a direct basis from our 
suppliers. Check out our facebook page Badgers classic and sports car group for 
ordering details should you wish to purchase any items. We look forward to seeing 
anyone interested in classics at our group meetings throughout this year even if you do 
not own one. Our members are happy to answer any questions about the group and of 
course talk about classics either on two or four wheels.  
Tony Inwood 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
I started playing flat green bowls in 2021 and have absolutely loved it, both in terms of 
the sport itself and the very warm welcome, encouragement and informal coaching from 
others with experience. We had a great 2024 and would love you to join us in 2025. 

The Bowls England (www.bowlsengland.com) website states “It’s normal to feel 

http://www.bowlsengland.com
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slightly apprehensive about starting something new, but bowls is a sport that is easy to 
take up. The rules of the game are relatively simple, the basic technique is not complex 
and you don’t need lots of new kit. 

Bowls is played on a square of grass called a green, which is divided into lanes 
called rinks. Players take turns to deliver their bowls from a mat at one end of the rink 
towards a small white target ball, often referred to as the ’jack’, situated near the other 
end. The bowls are shaped so that they take a curved path towards the jack, known as 
the bias. 

The aim of the game is to get your bowls closest to the jack. One point is given for 
each bowl nearer the jack than the nearest bowl of your opponent. For example, if you 
or your team has three bowls closer to the jack than your opponent’s nearest bowl then 
you will score three for that end. 

Each game is split into individual ends. After playing all the bowls in one direction 
and agreeing the score, the next end is played back down the rink in the opposite 
direction. The winner of the previous end will cast the jack. 

There are different formats of the game. You can play singles or as part of a team, 
and a match can vary in lengths. The winner can either be the one who has scored the 
most shots after a specified number of ends or the first to reach a designated score.” 

When you start you would be offered the use of spare bowls and given some basic 
training during a ‘roll-up’ (a casual taster session) and then the opportunity to play in 
friendly matches for Bugbrooke against teams from other local clubs and competitions 
within the club.  

Our AGM will be held on Wednesday 12 February 2025 in the committee room at 
the Community Centre with a prompt starting time of 7pm. 

Our presentation evening for the 2024 season will be on Wednesday 12 March 
2025 in the Lounge at the Community Centre from 7pm-9pm. 

We are having a car treasure hunt on Saturday 12 April 2025. This will be limited to 
twelve cars and the cost is to be £30.00 per car and this will include a picnic for a team 
of four in each car. 

There will be an open day on Saturday 26 April 2025 to start the season and then 
‘roll-up’ evenings, from 6 pm, each Tuesday from May to September. 

Please get in touch with me if you would like further information about the club and 
membership (full, novice, junior and social options are available). 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688  

Christmas Wrapping For Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
I would like to thank everyone who contributed to my Christmas Gift Wrapping Initiative 
to help raise money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. A total of £805.00 was raised.  

Thanks again for your wonderful support. 
Best wishes for 2025 

Mary Berwick 

Family Notices 
Robert Stanford --The family would like to take this opportunity to thank the Vicar, John 
Ward Funeral Directors, Roger Clayton for kindly supplying the 
motorbike / sidecar, Raine Turland for the flower arrangements & everyone who 
attended the service.  

He will be sadly missed by everyone who knew him. 
Alana Stanford 
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Some of the sad pictures of the 
flooding on the 24th November.. 
Pictures by Kit Hodges, Jamie 

Delahunt,, Laura Arnold 
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Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group 
Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group are actively seeking more adult volunteer helpers 
to support their programs. There are roles available for those who would like to work 
directly with children in sections like beavers (ages 
6-8), Cubs (8-10) and Scouts (10-14). If working 
behind the scenes is more appealing volunteers are 
also needed as administrators, trustees, 
fundraisers. 

Volunteering is flexible and rewarding, 
whatever time you can offer, there is a role for you. 
Training is available whenever you are ready, and 
you’ll make new friends, learn new skills and help 
make a difference in young peoples lives. 

Scouting is more than just camping and 
outdoor adventures - it’s about embracing new 
experiences, building friendships and developing 
essential life skills. It’s learning to work as a team, 
playing games and taking on new challenges with 
friends as well as participating in exciting and 
adventurous activities. 

For more information contact Sue on 
07512765034 or message via our Facebook page 
Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group. 

Cubs and Beavers 
Cubs and beavers have had a 
fun filled term working toward 
many badges and learning new 
skills They were visited by Kath 
from the HSBC to help them 
complete their money skills 
badge and made a piggy bank 
as well as learning about the 
different types of money and 
the history of money. They also 
had 2 sessions from Dave 
learning martial art skills. Cubs 
completed their martial arts 
badge, and they thoroughly 
enjoyed the sessions. Dave 
taught a couple of new games 
at the end of the session which 

they want to continue playing. Richard, a police officer also visited to talk about his job. 
They all got to hold a dummy taser and explore a police car and set off the sirens and 
the lights, they also watched Richard demonstrate how to deploy a stinger to stop cars 
as well as learning how the police blocked in a car when on a police chase. They were 
very interested and asked lots of questions. Greig taught them all how to tie 3 knots and 
some lashing which they used to build a stretcher using pioneering poles and carried 
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Greig around the scout hut. They also played some games using the knots that they 
have learnt by tying pieces of rope together to make it long enough to pull a crate 
across the scout hut. Cubs decorated the scout hut for Christmas whilst the beavers 
were putting on a school play and had fun making a paper chain and deciding where 
the decorations should go. The last night of term was a Christmas light scavenger 
hunt around the village and then back to the scout hut for hot chocolate with whipped 
cream and marshmallows and biscuits. The beavers were very excited to find the 
lights on the list and to see all the lights.  We were all entertained by an impromptu 
song from the beavers which they had learned and sung at their school play, 

None of these meetings would have been possible without all the team 
volunteers and parent volunteers who give their time to help run the sessions so I 
would like to say a big thank you to all who come along to help. 

If you have a child who is interested in joining any of the sections in the scout 
group, please contact Sue on 07512765034 or message through the Bugbrooke and 
Harpole scout group webpage. 

Beavers (6-8) Monday 6-7.30pm, Cubs (8-10) Monday 6-7.30pm 
Scouts (10-14)  Tuesday 7-8.30 pm 

Sue Beckingham, Group lead volunteer. 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room is open to everyone, we have lots of regulars who 
come every week but we are always happy to see new faces too. The weekly 
sessions offer tea, cake and company, as well as board games and jigsaws for a bit 
of a mental challenge. 

The weekly timetable: 
Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House 
Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel 
At the Chapel on Thursdays we also have opportunities to ask questions and 

get advice from representatives of the Parish Council (6th February and 6th March) 
and West Northants Council (17th February and 27th March). SNVP Community 
Connect will be there on the 20th February and 20th March. 

Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 
Jane Wood 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
We’re a month into 2025 and a quarter of the way through the 21st century, and this 
year is one that features in a lot of climate goals. This is the year that planet-warming 
carbon emissions need to have peaked, and be on their way down rapidly, to ensure 
a ‘safe’ and liveable future for our children and grandchildren. I put ‘safe’ in inverted 
commas because many people around the world have already lost their lives to 
climate change, as a result of deadly heatwaves, catastrophic flooding and famine 
caused by drought. We aren’t yet seeing much of this in the UK because we are 
relatively sheltered from it in our position geographically and also because we are a 
wealthy country. However, many Bugbrooke residents have experienced the 
devastation of flooding this season, which is set to get worse with climate change. 
This is why the local and national governments are putting in plans to stop climate 

mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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change getting worse and to help us deal with its effects. Some people question why 
a country such as the UK, with its relatively low annual carbon emissions, should be 
making such an effort when fast growing economies such as China pump out way 
more emissions than we do. Well, there’s two main reasons: firstly, the UK has been 
pumping out carbon emissions longer than any other country in the world. Carbon 
dioxide hangs around in the atmosphere for centuries, so we are still contributing to 
today’s increased temperatures with our emissions from the industrial revolution. 
Secondly, although China emits more carbon dioxide than the UK, China’s emissions 
are mainly due to manufacturing goods that are bought in the UK and other western 
countries. When we take this into account and divide the carbon emissions per 
person, citizens in the UK are responsible for the same amount individually as those 
in China. You can look at the statistics behind this here: https://ourworldindata.org/
co2-and-greenhouse-gas-emissions. 

Here in the Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group we are doing what we 
can to reduce emissions and protect wildlife, which is under threat from climate 
change and habitat loss. This year we’ll continue to host the Air Ambulance recycling 
days, which helps us to reuse items and not waste the carbon emissions associated 
with their manufacture. Our last one helped divert 1,141kg of clothing, shoes and 
linen from landfill, plus lots of bric-a-brac too. Thank you to everyone who donates, 
the Air Ambulance team are always blown away by the support for them in 
Bugbrooke. The next recycling day will be in April – look out for further details. 

In 2024 we worked with the Parish Council to introduce a Grassland 
Management Plan. This meant leaving some grassy areas in the village partly 
unmown through the summer, cutting them later on and clearing away the clippings 
to avoid feeding the soil. It hasn’t been an unqualified success this year – we 
inadvertently upset some residents by letting grass grow on an area used by children 
to play on, plus our small group of volunteers struggled to get the clippings cleared, 
partly because the mowing happened later than planned. This meant not all the 
areas got cleared. 

This is a long term project though, so we will aim to address these teething 
problems in 2025, and keep making improvements in future years. We’ve been 
assured by people with much more experience than us that leaving the grass longer 
this year will have made a difference to wildlife, just by providing more food and 
shelter during the summer months. Jane and our Parish Clerk Nicola had a meeting 
with our mowing contractor in December, which should help things run more 
smoothly this year. We really appreciate his support with taking this project forward. 

The next meeting of the Environmental Working Group is on Wednesday 5 
March, 7.30pm at the Community Centre. Our next bi-monthly litter pick will be on 3 
March at 2.30pm – the location will be shared on Facebook and by email if you are 
signed up for them. 

Finally, thank you to everyone who took part in this year’s Bugbrooke Birdwatch 
in January – we’ll share the results in the next issue of LINK. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la res la te r .bpc@gm ai l . com )  and  J ane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-greenhouse-gas-emissions
https://ourworldindata.org/co2-and-greenhouse-gas-emissions
mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke WI  
Bugbrooke WI looks forward to another busy year, with committee members  working 
hard to plan an exciting  programme with something for everyone.  

 In November we welcomed Annaliza Jones, who did a wonderful presentation on 
shell crafts from the Philippines. She described how shells from her country are 
used  commercially, for example, in making jewellery and ornaments. Some beautiful 
items were on display and for sale. A great opportunity to do some early Christmas 
shopping! 

We celebrated our December meeting with a fun craft evening, making Christmas 
decorations, followed by mulled wine and a delicious party buffet. A lovely end to the 
year. 

 Upcoming  Meetings  are given in the Diary on page 39, in addition to monthly 
meetings, members enjoy Crafty Chatter, Skittles, Lunch Club and are regularly 
involved in community activities, such as the Church Fete. 

 Bugbrooke Women's Institute is always pleased to welcome new members and 
guests. There is a small charge for guests. We meet usually on the first Monday of 
every month at 7.30pm, unless otherwise stated, at Bugbrooke St Michael's Football 
Club. For further information please contact our President, Pat Grant, Tel 01604 
317398. 
Jennie Thomas 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
One of the lesser consequences of the flood at the end of November was that we lost 
our host for the Wine Tasting on 6th December. It was going to have been Nic, the 
rector; but as most of us will know, the Rectory was one of the properties worst affected 
by the flood, and poor Nic had much too much to worry about. So we let him off. 
Fortunately, with barely a week to go, Dave Harries agreed to step in and take the roll. 
In the end the Wine tasting was a great success, making a record £769 for our funds. 
So, a huge thank you to Dave, who despite having had so very little notice, was able to 
entertain us splendidly. Thanks also to Peter and Wendy Barton, who donated one of 
the wines, having brought it all the way back from Spain (it was a very nice Rioja – which 
we kept till last). And thanks to Phil Bignell, who also with very little notice, sorted some 
sound out for us; and to everyone else who helped make the evening such a success: 
seeing to the refreshments, the raffle, pouring the wine etc; and indeed to everyone who 
supported us by buying tickets and coming out on a dark winter’s evening. 

On 29th March, we are holding another Craft Fayre in the Church. This will be the 
first one we have held in the springtime. In fact it will be on the day before Mothers’ 
Day; and it promises to be a good and happy event. The Fayre will be open from 
1.00pm to 4.00pm. If anyone is interested in booking a table at the Fayre, please 
contact Teresa Garlic on 07734 945648. 

We were sad to hear of the death, in December, of Trevor Browne. Trevor served 
on the Committee of Friends from 2004 until he retired from it on health grounds in 
2015. He continued to support us not only through maintaining his subscriptions, but by 
always offering a donation to any fund-raising events he couldn’t attend (which latterly, 
alas, was most of them). Those of us who knew him will always remember him fondly 
for his dedication and courtesy. 
Jim Inch 
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Save the World at Bugbrooke 

It’s not a wonderful photo but I came across it the other day and was reminded of an 
event in Bugbrooke almost 40 years ago. 

Bob Geldof (now Sir Bob) had been moved by the pictures of starving people in 
Ethiopia and got together his mates in the music industry. They made a record ‘Feed 
the World’ and sold it for money for Ethiopia. Band Aid was the name; the performers 
gave their time and talent for free. The following year they put on a concert ‘Live Aid’  
which raised money to fight the famine. Some of you will remember it, and some will 
know it as history. 

People of Bugbrooke are always generous and I knew there was also a huge 
number of talented people in the village.  So we gathered everyone together and 
performed 12 hours of non stop entertainment – 10am till 10pm, made up of 10 
minute slots of music, song, poetry, dance, sketches, duologues, monologues, choirs 
and even an artist – Mike Gascoigne, who produced a painting in that short time while 
the audience who came for an hour or for the whole day watched and enjoyed. We 
called it Festival Aid. 

 The photo is of the last slot, a pop group with Alan Kent as lead vocalist. There 
he is in the red striped shirt probably singing ‘The House of the Rising Sun’ . He said 
he always wanted to be a pop star and this was his big opportunity. Also on this 
photo are Mike Gascoigne, Alec Shaw and Chris or Simon Kent, not sure which. Also 
performing in the Group were Ken Johnson and Mark Bryans. 

Now I start to remember some of the items and people who performed, but I 
won’t go into it all. We made a lot of money which was sent to the Ethiopian Fund. 
We repeated it the following few years when Sue Pace offered to organize it. 

Have you a photo we could print in the Link with your story of why it is important 
to you? It could be a place, a person or an event. 
Pat Kent 
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Bugbrooke Brownies 
The start of a new year and we have welcomed 5 new Brownies to our unit.  This 
term we will be focusing on the theme ‘Know Myself’, thinking about who we are, 
what makes us unique and our role in Girlguiding, our local community and the wider 
world. So that should keep us busy! 

We will also be having lots of fun, including celebrating Chinese New Year, hav-
ing a ‘Bring your Teddy to Brownies’ session, planning a special evening for a female 
relative, and ending the term with a trip to an indoor play centre. 

Places are limited but if your daughter is coming up to 7 and you would like to 
put her name on our waiting list, please email us at bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com . 
Panda (Charlotte Moriarty), Polar Bear (Anna Bell)  & Dolphin (Karen Cummins) 

Trip to Tenpin Bowling, Christmas ‘24 

mailto:bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke History Group 
Our November meeting was held on zoom. The presentation was given by Andy 
Chapman, an archaeologist who worked in Northampton from the early 1970s for 
over 50 years.  He researched the beginnings of the town around the Castle site. 
Between the station and St Peter’s Church excavation revealed the town of Hamtun. 
The Church of St Gregory is still awaiting excavation. A prehistoric barrow mound is 
an indication of the old town and the minster at the centre of the area. Andy told us a 
huge amount about the archaeology here, about the digs and discovery of walls, 
halls, mortar mixers and work of John Williams. 

There are a number of articles written by Williams and Andy Chapman.  Pat 
Kent has these if anyone is interested further. Maps included. A fascinating insight of 
how the area was 660-770 - An excellent talk 

Bugbrooke History Group - forthcoming meetings, taking place before 
publication date. 

January 11th 2025 - A winter walk which John Perkins will be leading. (See 
below).  

January 15th - Zoom meeting. Alex Higginbottom from the Canal and River 
Trust, talking about Waterways History and future 

The last zoom meeting will be on 19th March, details to follow. 
Anyone wishing to join in our zoom meetings, please  send your email address to Pat 
Kent.  frksp6@gmail.com 
Pat Grant 

Winter Walk lead by John Perkins 
A group of over 20 met in the Church, rather than the car park, on a very cold sub- 
zero morning. 

John explained the farming/agricultural map showing upper, middle and lower 
field areas. 

We began in the Churchyard where John pointed out where the Parsonage had 
been. Not far from the entrance into Church. Evidence of a stone wall could have 
indicated a stable area. 

John entertained us with farming/countryside quotes in groups of three. 
Encouraging us to complete them, some of which were recalled by many. 
On leaving the Churchyard we walked towards West End. John pointed out the ridge 
and furrow field on the right. 

Our walk continued up Great Lane to the junction. Looking towards 
Litchborough this upper field area has evidence of where ridge and furrow farming 
had taken place. 

Walking on towards the Churchyard John talked of farming and landowners in 
the past. 

We finished our very pleasant walk at the home of Pat and Alan Kent. The warm 
welcome and being greeted with mulled wine, tea and coffee was much appreciated. 
A social time enjoying a festive buffet followed. 

Thank you to John for organising our walk, and many thanks go to Pat and Alan 
for their generous hospitality. 
Pat Grant 

 
 

mailto:frksp6@gmail.com
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Diary   

February   

3 14:00 WI - A Brief  History of the RNLI ⚽ 

5 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

6 14:00 Carers’ Café - Finance Team on Hand for advice SS 

7  Football Club - Race Night ⚽ 

8  Football Club - Comedy Night ⚽ 

10 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

12 19:00 Bowls Club AGM CC 

17 14:00 U3A CC 

19 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

24 19:45 Flower Society NHVH 

March  

3 14:30 BEWG bi-monthly litter pick  

3 19:30 WI - AGM and Bring & Buy ⚽ 

5 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

5 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

6 14:00 Carers Café - Citizens Advice Team SS 

7 18:30 Football Club Quiz Night ⚽ 

10 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

12 19:00 Bowls Club Presentation Evening CC 

17 14:00 U3A CC 

19 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

19 19:30 History Group  Zoom 

22 19:30 Football Club - Tribute Act for George Michael ⚽ 

24 19:45 Flower Society  NHVH 

29 13:00 Friends of St Michaels - Craft Fayre Ch 

April   

2 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

3 10.00 Joint Safety Event   (see page 8) CC 

3 14:00 Carers Café    Easter Surprise SS 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre,   Ch - Church  ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall,   SS - Sunday School 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 

Community Living Rooms:  
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