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Front Page:  Thank you to Matt Lees for his amazing photo of a hedgehog. He tells 
us he took it with a Nikon Z8 with 35mm lens camera. 

Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 252), June 2025 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

We’ve had beautiful photos sent in to us for this issue and as 
you can see one of our favourites is on the cover. I’m delighted 
that Jim Inch has taken on the Nature Notes and along with 
the information in the article we’ve been treated to a lovely 
sketch of a deer from Jim. As well as the hedgehog and deer, 
you can look out for Badgers at Wembley, Shire Horses at 
Homestead Farm and The Strollers at Everdon in their natural habitat. Bugbrooke is 
a wonderful village to explore and I hope you find the inspiration to get out for a walk 
in our green areas and surrounding countryside – who knows what you might spot. 

Stan Clark has responded to the article ‘A Tale of a Small Village’ in the April 
2025 LINK; you can read the second ‘episode’ of extracts from “Brenda Campion and 
The Undiminished Sea”; there’s a really interesting update on Bugbrooke Chapel and 
Manse; news from the Environmental Working Group and information from other 
societies and clubs. 

I would like to bring your attention to a number of ways you can actively assist in 
village life, to help others now and to plan for the future. The first is the OAP Gift 
Scheme notice, the second is the Parish Councillors advert and the third is the 
Housing Needs Survey. It’s so important that, as a resident of the Parish, you not 
only make your constructive views known but that you take part in some practical, 
positive way to contribute. There are so many committees and groups that need 
support and so much to do that tends to fall to a relatively small number of super 
volunteers. Please don’t ignore these “calls to action”. 

If you would like to be added to the reminder list, so that you can keep track of 
the deadlines, please let us know by sending an email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 
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Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room is open to everyone, we have lots of regulars who 
come every week and it’s been great to see some new faces this year too. The 
weekly sessions offer tea, cake and company, as well as board games and jigsaws 
for a bit of a mental challenge. 

Following taster sessions at the Community Living Room, Northants Sport have 
set up a new ‘Get Up and Go’ exercise class at 10am Monday mornings at Jubilee 
House. The exercises are specially designed for older people to help mobility and 
balance. The classes with a fully qualified instructor are £5 a week and open to 
anyone. Contact 07597 564187 to book. 

The weekly timetable: 
- Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
- Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House 
- Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel 
At Bugbrooke Chapel on Thursdays we also have opportunities to ask 

questions and get advice from representatives of West Northants Council among 
others – see the timetable for details. 
Jane Wood  Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or  
Brian Britten (brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport 
or have any questions or comments. 

 Timetable for June/July: 

Bugbrooke Chapel 
Bugbrooke residents will be interested in an update about the Chapel and Manse in 
the High Street. Worship services are held every Sunday morning in the chapel with 
a congregation of around 30, and more worshippers would be welcome. There are 
also community clubs taking place at the chapel and a kick-boxing group meets there 
twice every week during school terms. 

In order to administer the premises a Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO) has been formed by chapel members and other interested individuals, in 
accordance with Charity Commission regulations. The CIO also administers the 
burial ground at Cornhill. Decisions made by the CIO follow advice by, and 
consultation with, the congregation. There are exciting plans to revamp and 
modernise the chapel to update the premises for greater community involvement and 

5th June Parish Council Surgery – village issues such as footpaths, streetlights, 
litter bins, open spaces   

19th June SNVB Community Connect – advice on welfare and wellbeing including 
benefits, caring and cost of living   

26th June West Northants Council Customer Service Team – queries about council 
services including education, waste/recycling, social care, housing,  
highways, blue badges 

3rd July Cost of Living Roadshow – West Northants Council and other advice and 
support services   

10th July Parish Council Surgery   

17th July SNVB Community Connect   

24th July West Northants Council Customer Service Team  
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for the extension of God’s Kingdom. The CIO and congregation are currently looking 
at ways of funding these improvements. 

If you would like to enquire further about worshipping at the chapel, or running a 
club at the chapel, or helping fund the chapel improvements, please contact Sue 
Jones on 07434 605686. 
Colin Wilkinson For Baptist Heritage Assets (Bugbrooke) CIO 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A Tale of a Small Village – A Response 
It could not have been the village of Bugbrooke, the place of my birth on the Easter of 
1939, for growing up during the Second World War years was a very exciting time for 
a very young boy, with so much going on be it during the day or night-time. 

The sporting activities within the village during this period in time may have 
been at a bit of a lull as most of the men were away fighting a war. Also, the ladies of 
a certain age were either in the Land Army or serving in some form of the services. 

Once the hostilities of the Second World War were over, followed by all the 
partying within the village and ale houses, Bugbrooke Football Club began to get into 
full swing. With the many men who had been away serving through the war, they had 
enough men to have several teams, such as a first team, as well as a B, and C, 
team, that played in Bugbrooke School Close, with the toilet block used as changing 
rooms, until it was decided to use one of the barns behind the Bakers Arms public 
house for hygiene and security reasons. 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club at the time was strong and healthy like the Football 
Club. During the summer months they played in one of the Adams’ family farm fields, 
behind what is now Laddermakers Yard, until the new sewer that was laid in the 
village ran a pipe all the way from Bugbrooke to Heyford sewage beds and that ran 
through the centre of the field, where they normally played. That robbed them of 

Bugbrooke Chapel Craft Fair 
High Street, Bugbrooke  

On Saturday 12th July 

at 1:00pm - 5:00pm 

£10 a table  
To apply for a table at this event please contact  

Alison Harford:  

 harforda92@gmail.com  ☎ 07896 305546 
Proceeds will go to the exciting plans to revamp 

and modernise the Chapel to update the 
premises for greater community involvement  

and for the extension of God’s Kingdom 
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several cricket seasons of play that changed the atmosphere and morale of the club 
at the time, hence Dr White let them hold cricket matches in his field behind the 
Dower House. 

Also during this period in time, Bugbrooke had thriving men’s and ladies’ hockey 
teams that played in the first field on the left of the Bugbrooke to Heyford Road. 

The Bakers Arms as well as the Five Bells Public Houses, had more than one 
table skittle team, not forgetting darts teams, plus outings and events they both 
arranged over each season, etc.            

Mr Arthur Jeffs who worked for Mr Philip Campion would open up the Village 
Hall every evening bar Sundays, for the village folk and lads to play billiards or 
snooker, on either the large or small tables. 

The church encouraged us village lads to join the Church Lads Brigade, in 
which I played a bugle in its band for a period of time, Mr Fred Curtis used to open up 
the Chapel Rooms to run a youth club several evenings a week, with suitable games 
to play such as table tennis, and for some of us lads he gave us boxing lessons that 
stood me in good stead when being called up. 

Such games as rugby, football and tennis were only taught in Grammar and 
Public Schools at the time, as it was a bit of a class thing of who played what at the 
time, although many men from Bugbrooke played rugby for the Saints, or belonged 
to a mixed tennis club within the village.          

Bowls were played on some of the large lawns within the village such as the 
large lawn at Hall, etc. 

There would be the Annual Village Feast with a fair going round, not counting 
an annual village Flower Show and Allotment produce, etc, as well as village fêtes. 
The Church would hold at the Hall, or the Chapel fêtes held alternately, either at The 
Byre, home of the Adams’ Family, or at Homestead Farm, home of Mr Campion.    

And the lists of events, etc. can still go on.  
Stanley Clark 

 

Brenda Campion and The Undiminished Sea 
Episode 2 - The Homestead Farm, Bugbrooke 
Our family moved to take over The Homestead Farm when our grandfather, John 
Billing Edward Campion was ill with cancer in 1937 and 1938. While he and Granny 
Campion, his second wife, Catherine, née Todd were still living in the farmhouse, we 
lived in Stoneleigh, a small square house which belonged to our grandfather. His 
Stableman, Mr Arthur Jeffs and his wife lived in a tied cottage next door and the 
Village Hall was on the other side. Grandfather had it built for the young men of the 
village. It was used for dances, and billiards or pool, and alcoholic drinks were 
forbidden. 

We could go to school by bus, and I enjoyed joining the Girl Guide Company as 
well as the Chapel ‘Young People’s Fellowship’ and Choir. 

After our Grandfather died in August 1938 we moved into the farmhouse. 
The Homestead Farm has two hundred and fifty acres of fertile land, running 

down to the River Nene. Groups of students from Cambridge University - Emmanuel 
College – used to come over to study the farm which was considered one of the best 
country farms. Drovers used to bring their sheep over from Wales along the ancient 
Banbury Road, and tradition has it that they stayed for a while in Northamptonshire 
where the grazing was such that the animals would fatten up before travelling on to 
the big market in London. 

The farmhouse has six bedrooms, a parlour and a sitting room where an 
enormous Elizabethan fireplace was found in the mid-1990s, a dining room and an 
office where the men received their wages, and where there was a cupboard full of 
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old fashioned veterinary remedies among which I remember a black sticky treacly 
substance. We had a large kitchen when we first lived there where the fresh water 
came out of a pump into a trough like stone sink and a dairy where milk was poured 
into large vats and cream skimmed off. 

White enamel buckets containing eggs pickled in water glass (silicate of soda) 
stood there in the cool, vegetables stored for use, and other food was kept in the 
traditional ‘safe’ of those days – a cupboard with ventilated galvanised panels for 
doors. Sides of bacon were salted in leaden vats and afterwards hung on the walls of 
the back stairwell from which our father would cut large pieces to slice for his 
breakfast. He cooked his breakfast at a quarter to six every day. 

The Homestead was built of local sandstone with mullion windows which kept 
the rooms cool in summer and warm in winter. My mother and father loved the house 
as my sister and I did. We never locked the doors, which were inviting to anyone who 

might call. During World War II the house was 
always full of visitors who felt comfortable and 
welcomed there. The front porch is large and 
Elizabethan and had a seat on each inside wall 
with a look out niche. The view cannot be 
surpassed looking as it does across the Nene 
valley to the wooded hills beyond. And a beautiful 
silver birch tree wove its soft green leaves in a 
pattern across my window. When I woke in the 
mornings during the many happy years there, I 
would curl up in the wide window seat in my 
room.  
 Above the porch was a bathroom which had 
been a room in which people powdered their wigs 
in years gone by. Mother kept a pepper pot in the 
bathroom – we laughed about that – but she said it 
was in case of German spies, when she would at 
least be able to sprinkle them from above from 
the tiny bathroom window. 
 At harvest time either my sister or I would be 
lifted up and placed on the broad saddleless girth 
of the lead horse of my father’s six Shire horses, 
inherited from his father and harnessed in three 
pairs linked together. We would guide the teams 
round the standing corn, which was waiting to be 
bound into sheaves and stooked to dry out. The 
brasses jangled on the harnesses and the 
horses’ large brown eyes would roll with effort. I 

close my eyes even now and catch the tangy smell 
of leather tack – and in my imagination I can see and 
feel the sweaty, heaving muscles of the heroic 
teams. Those Shire horses were a similar breed to 
those which had carried our yeoman farmers into 
battle at Agincourt with King Henry V. They stood 
seventeen hands high (one hand is four inches) and 
weighed 2000lbs. They had to be immensely strong 
to carry the heavy armour, and later to haul the farm 
harrows, ploughs and other machinery – powerful but 
gentle and intelligent too. 
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My father was the last farmer in the County of Northamptonshire to give up his 
horses. Arthur Jeffs, his stableman also served my grandfather, keeping the beloved 
horses in fine fettle till the end of their days. Arthur composed poetry as he walked 
the land. It was his way of saying thank you. 
Adapted by Pat Kent for LINK Next time: Brenda  becomes a Jenny Wren. 

 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our final winter Zoom meeting was held on Wednesday 19th March in the comfort of 
our own homes. Our speaker was Alan Robertshaw with the subject – Watering Holes 
in the Upper Nene Valley. Alan’s aim was to examine the history of these 
establishments, to see how things have developed and will develop further – an 
enjoyable project to research! During the talk he covered 10 villages and included 
the Saracen’s Head in Daventry which had 24 stables and a dovecote on site and 
has now been taken over by Wetherspoons; the Romer Arms in Newnham had its 
name changed from the Bakers Arms by the new owner of the Manor, Romer 
Williams, when he bought it and now serves Portuguese food; Badby’s Malsters 
Arms was bought by the Phipps company back in 1883. Horsedrawn dreys delivered 
the beer, now independently owned, and Bugbrooke which used to have seven pubs, 
- Bakers, Wagon and Horses, Old Crown, Drovers, Angel, Swan and Five Bells, now 
has only the Bakers Arms. Alan had collected many anecdotes about the village 
pubs and his talk certainly encouraged us to visit them all (there’s plenty of time over 
the summer). 

Also you may walk past our display case in the Community Centre and not pay 
attention to the contents. In 2016 there was an archaeological dig where the new 
extension to the graveyard now is. The bulk of the finds is now stored at the Arc, 
Chester House  (interesting museum cafe and shops,) but inside our display case in 
Bugbrooke are Mesolithic Flint, Roman pottery, Saxon Medieval pottery – pre 1250, 
artefacts dating from 1750 – 1900, glassware, clay pipe, buckle from belt or shoe, 
animal bones and teeth. See them all in our show cabinet in the Community Centre. 

In our archives we also have old maps, documents and books relating to the 
History of Bugbrooke. If you are interested in having a look at these, our chairman, 
Alan Kent is the person to ask, as he has the key. 

Our next meetings will be at the Community Centre 7:30pm on the third 
Wednesday of the Month – May, July and September. Then we shall be back to 
Zoom for the winter. Let me know if you are interested. In May it is Life in the Boot 
and Shoe Factory, in July the talk is about Northampton Castle and in September it is 
the History of Northampton’s Police Force. We also belong to Northamptonshire 
Heritage Society, who have many interesting events all over the county which are 
open to us. 

And if you are interested in witnessing a civil war battle, the Sealed Knot are re-
enacting at Lamport Hall on May 25th and 26th. More fun than the original!! 
Pat Grant and Pat Kent (secretary) email frksp6@gmail.com, tel. 01604830518 
 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We will be holding our annual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz at the Community Centre 
on Friday 4th July, doors opening at 7.00pm for a prompt start of the quiz at 7.30pm. 
The Quiz will be based on teams of 4 to 6. Tickets will cost £15 per person and are 
available from me and Brenda at 16A High Street (tel 01604 830933) or Irene Neary 
(tel 01604 830678). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 30th 
June, since we need to order the fish and chips (or the other options of sausage or 
vegetarian) beforehand. Please note there will be no bar. Instead we are asking 
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 people to bring their own drinks (and whatever glasses they require). It will also be 
helpful if they bring their own cutlery. As usual our quizmasters are the winners from 
last year. It promises to be a great evening. 

Back at the end of March we held a Spring Craft Fayre in the Church. It was a 
lovely sunny afternoon, on the Saturday before Mothering Sunday. All went well and 
we made £419 for our funds. Thanks to everyone involved. 

We still intend to have our more usual Autumn Craft Fayre, which should be on 
1st November. In September we are thinking of a new event for us: a Treasure Hunt 
in and around the Church. More on this in the next issue of LINK. 

I’ll finish with a reminder that we are a charity whose purpose is to raise funds to 
keep the village’s historic church in repair. There is no need to be a church goer to 
become a member. Membership costs just £5 a year per person. If you are 
interested in becoming a member, please contact me (tel 01604 830933). 
Jim Inch 
 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
We’ve been busy since my last 
article and have enjoyed a mix of 
social events, fund raising and 
starting to play bowls matches 
outdoors from the start of May. 
Our treasure hunt on 12 April 2025 
was spread over four areas in 
Bugbrooke with teams on foot 
attempting to spot answers to the 
clues, with a view to being awarded 
as many points as possible and 
getting back in time for food 
prepared by Rita. Our quiz on 25 
April was well supported and raised 
much needed funds for the bowls 
club. Thanks must go to Simon and 
Spen for running the quiz for us and 
to all others who contributed. 

I’m delighted to report that our 
timber gazebo was completed in time 
for the club open day on 27 April 
2025. The Sunday afternoon was 
well attended by club members and 
visitors, with great use made of the 
bowling green and seating area 
under the gazebo. 

 I would like to thank all 
those who contributed financially to 
the fund for purchase of materials for 
the gazebo, through direct donations 
and by contributing to our activities 
which raised money for the club and 
this particular project. Special thanks 
to Tom Fuins, Graham Collins, Mick 
Spruels, Dave Francis and Bob 

Great use was made of the bowling green 
and  gazebo seating area on our opening day 

The gazebo builders: Tom, Graham, Mick, 
Dave and Bob (all looking  very smart out of 
their work clothes and wearing bowls shirts) 
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Mackintosh who gave so generously of their time and DIY expertise to construct the 
structure to such a high standard. 

In May we have played friendly matches with clubs from the local area and 
further afield at weekends or on Wednesdays; taken part in the Northants’ Triples 
League on Monday evenings, as well as our club triples competition on Thursday 
evenings. 

We started our ‘roll-up’ evenings on 06 May; these open sessions are from 6pm 
each Tuesday from May to September, with a drink and chat afterwards. All are 
welcome to attend the ‘roll-up’ sessions, which is a super way of having a go as an 
introduction to bowls or to improve your game. There is a ‘pay as you play’ option if 
you don’t want to join us as a member straight away. 

As a group, we’re continuing the hard work to maintain and enhance the 
facilities and the support we offer at Bugbrooke Bowls Club. Please get in touch with 
me if you would like further information about the club and membership (full, novice, 
junior and social options are available). 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 

 
Badgers at Wembley 

During the last twelve months Bugbrooke St Michaels FC 
have organised coach trips for some of the youth teams/
players to go down to Wembley and watch the Three 
Lions Men’s team. The first time under the Wembley arch 
for the majority of the young players.  

The latest trip 21/03/2025 saw 55 head down to 
watch Thomas Tuchel's first England game in charge. 
Lewis-Skelly cooled any early nerves with an ice-cold 
finish just 20 minutes in, becoming England's youngest-
ever goal-scoring debutant. The 18-year-old was handed 
his first England cap.  

 Captain Kane made sure of 
victory with a fine touch and an 
even finer finish late on in the 
second half.  
 The young Bugbrooke fans 
watched on and saw the Three 
Lions complete a 2-0 win over 
Albania in the World Cup qualifier, 
making fantastic memories for the 
55 who made the trip.  
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The club have had 142 players, coaches, parents make the short trip down to 
Wembley over the last twelve months, giving these players the opportunity to watch 
England at Wembley Stadium. The results were: England v Albania 2-0; England v 
Ireland 5-0; England v Iceland 0-1; England v Brazil 0-1. 
Rich Faulkner 
 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
The very first meeting of the Environmental Working Group took place in March 
2022, so we are now officially 3 years old!  

This seemed like a good time to pause and thank the small and hardworking 
band of volunteers without whom the group could not exist. Our Chair Clare Slater 
and Secretary Jane Wood, both also Bugbrooke Parish Councillors, are very well 
supported by the committee members and volunteers. We particularly appreciate 
Sue Redley, Rod Prime, Ann Woollett and Liz Coppard who represent the group at 
village fêtes and fairs, and work hard at our half-yearly Air Ambulance Donation days 
and regular litter picks. A heartfelt thank you to them and everyone else who has 
contributed to the work of the group in our first three years.  

In April we had a very successful Air Ambulance donation day at the Community 
Centre. These events are great fundraisers for this excellent charity and also ensure 
that items can find a new home and reduce the pressure on the planet’s resources by 
allowing people to avoid buying new items. Thank you to everyone who came down 
to donate. Our next donation day is on Friday 14 November, just in time to clear 
some cupboard space before Christmas! 

Our early May litter pick turned out to be the day after some staff and students 
from Campion, in conjunction with the Northants Litter Wombles, held their own litter 
pick around the village! They did a great job of tidying up around the school itself and 
other areas including the High Street. We turned this to our advantage though by 
concentrating our efforts on some of the harder to reach areas including the surgery 
car park and a hidden hotspot of dog poo bags and Stella cans behind the kissing 
gate near the Cricket Club. The next litter pick will be on Sunday 6 July at 2pm. Keep 
an eye on Facebook or ask to be added to our mailing list for details of the location. 

We will have a stand at the Church Fete on 21 June and as ever would like to 
hear from people in the village about what you see as important from an 
environmental perspective.  

The next meeting of the Environmental Working Group is on Wednesday 2 July, 
7.30pm at the Community Centre. 
Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to receive 
meeting notes and other updates. Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and  
Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
It is with a very heavy heart, having been involved with the above scheme for over 20 
years, Valerie and I have decided to pass the mantle on. We would be grateful for 
someone younger to take over and re-energise the scheme with a new vision and 
positive ‘can do’ attitude. 

All of the existing and previous committee members have been very loyal, 
supportive and dedicated over many years since the scheme was first started, 
initially initiated by the village church and its members. 

However, like us, the committee feel that we need some new blood with new 
ideas to enable the scheme to both continue and grow, along with being financially 



21 

 



22 

 



23 

 

viable. Since Covid lockdown it has been increasingly difficult to continually raise 
sufficient funds, generally from the dedicated support base of individuals and 
businesses alike, supporting us both historically and in recent years. 

Should no one come forward and offer to take the scheme over, sadly this 
coming Christmas will be the last year that the committee will be in a position to offer 
the vouchers to the village applicants. Dependent on the number of applications 
received, this will inevitably determine the value of the vouchers offered to each 
applicant. 

Should you feel that you are able to give the time, commitment and enthusiasm 
to take over the scheme, please get in touch, initially, directly with myself, for a 
confidential chat. Dependent on the outcome moving forward, we will endeavour to 
issue the normal application form in a later issue along with an update, following any 
change to the committee if appropriate. 
Nigel Burt, Chairman 01604 830792 Email:  bertiesatpilgrimslane@googlemail.com 
 

Nether Heyford Tennis Club 
It’s June and the new tennis season is underway, with a summer of long light 
evenings of playing to look forward to.  

NHTC is a really friendly local tennis club that welcomes enthusiasm just as 
much as skill! We’re based at the playing fields in Heyford and have members from 
all around the area. We have three high standard hard courts, with floodlights for 
evening playing. 

If you’re new to tennis or fancy getting back into it after a break, we’ve got a 
special Wimbledon offer for new members. 

For the bargain price of £100 you will get membership of the club for one adult 
until March 2026, plus access to 8 group coaching sessions during June and July 
with our great, fully qualified coach Ollie Reis. Lessons take place on Saturday 
morning between 10.30 and 11.30 and are a good way to meet other members and 
have fun as well as brush up on your racket skills. (Please note any coaching missed 
can’t be carried over, all lessons must be taken during June and July.) 

If you don’t want to take up the coaching offer, we still offer discounts for new 
members, with the first year’s subscription just £60 for an adult, or £90 for a family or 
couple. See our website: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/NetherHeyfordTennisClub for 
more information about the club. To take up the special new member offers, please 
email us at netherheyfordtennisclub@gmail.com  
Jane Wood 
 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
We have heard that some people think they have to be good at flower arranging to 
come to Flower Club. Not at all! We have a few experts, some who are pretty good 
and others who just like having a go. If you love flowers and gardens and want to 
know how to get the best from your flowers and plant material or if you would just 
enjoy a relaxed evening watching a demonstration do come along to a meeting. We 
have a varied and interesting programme. There are workshops two or three times a 
year for those who want to learn more. 

For a real treat come along on 23rd June when Coral Gardiner will present 
‘Along the Silk Road’. Tickets available from Maria Owen, 01327 341783. Visitors 
£12. Members £6. Meetings are on the 4th Monday of each month at 7:30 pm at 
Nether Heyford Village Hall. You can be sure of a warm welcome at our friendly club. 
Jane Barker 
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Bugbrooke Parish Council 
May 1st was Local Election day for both Bugbrooke Parish Council as well as West 
Northants Council and the Campion Ward which Bugbrooke is part of. The Parish 
Council consists of 15 Councillors and all places were up for election. Sadly, an 
election was not necessary as only ten people put themselves forward. This means 
that the Parish Council starts the year five members short so if anyone out there is 
interested in joining us please contact the Parish Clerk in the first instance to discuss 
it. These Members can be co-opted by the Council rather than having to be elected, 
so if you want to make a difference in your village please come forward. 

As for the Unitary Council Elections overall control of the Council changed from 
Conservative led to Reform who hold an overall majority with 42 of the available 76 
seats. This is in line with the majority of other Councils who held elections. Here in 
Campion Ward, we are represented by one Reform Councillor and one Conservative 
Councillor.  

We are still awaiting the report from the Local Flood Authority which will identify 
causes of the recent unfortunate floodings and hopefully provide resolutions 
necessary to prevent their reoccurrence. As always we will keep everybody updated 
as and when we know. 

We recently had a spate of graffiti in the bus shelter at top of Butts Hill which 
kept reappearing despite having it painted over twice. Our own PCSO Emma took up 
the case and identified the culprits who were pupils from Campion School. Emma 
engaged with the offenders, parents and the school and it was agreed that if they 
cleaned up the graffiti no legal proceedings would result, but this was their last 
chance. This has been down to Emma and I’d like to thank her for the good work on 
behalf of the village, a good example of why we sponsor her. 

Roads in the District and Nationwide are under scrutiny as are the number of 
potholes. Apart from A-roads they are the responsibility of the Highways Dept within 
WNC. The amount of money from Central Government is insufficient and only covers 
about 5% of total finance required. The road to Gayton (Tin Bridge) remains shut and 
is a major inconvenience to all. The issue there lies with Network Rail which has the 
responsibility for the bridge which needs urgent repair and so we can only wait while 
they decide when they have opportunity to affect the repairs and maintain a rail 
service. It is worth mentioning the improvements on Litchborough Road and Cornhill 
Road as these have made a big difference.  

As a village we are well served with seven defib machines which are located at 
Doctors, Community Café, Cricket Club, Community Centre, Football Club and 
Rugby Club so if you are unfortunate to be involved in an incident then there should 
be one nearby. 

As ever if you spot any issues around village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 
 

Bugbrooke Brownies 
Before the Easter Break we had a busy term which included working on our ‘Know 
Myself’ badge, attending a County Thinking Day event and inviting female relatives to 
a session to help with an activity – in return for refreshments and a ‘Well Done’ badge!  
And we ended the term with a trip to Tigers Indoor Play, joining other Brownies from 
across the Division.   
 This term we will be focusing on the theme ‘Have Adventures’, working on a 
Camp themed badge and a Natural History badge. And it will be the turn of male 
relatives to join in the fun! 
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Zumba session at County Thinking Day Event,  
The Saints Feb ‘25 

 
Places are very limited but if your daughter is 
coming up to 7 and you would like to put her name 
on our waiting list, please email us at 
bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com .  
Panda (Charlotte Moriarty), Polar Bear (Anna Bell)  
& Dolphin (Karen Cummins)   
 
 
 
 

Probably the Strollers favourite walk  
Everdon Stubbs - Jane Barker 
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Kaye Adams and Sheila Willmore captured some 

of the lovely displays of flowers in church at Easter 
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Bugbrooke WI 
The programme for 2025-6 is well underway, and in April we enjoyed a talk entitled 
‘Behind The First Class Curtain’. Jennifer, the speaker, reflected on 20 years as a BA 
crew member. It was a very interesting, often amusing account, describing some of 
the numerous tasks undertaken by crew members, occasionally involving very 
difficult situations, such as treating unwell passengers. She now makes lavender 
products and we had the opportunity to buy some of them. We are hoping she will 
return next year to talk about her new venture. 

Future Meetings: 
June 2nd - Chair Yoga with Gurleen 
July 7th - Members’ Night, when the members organise the evening instead of 

the committee. 
August 5th - Our annual outing, replacing the meeting. 
We are always very pleased to welcome new members. Our meetings are very 

varied and suit any age. Why not come as a guest. There is a small charge for 
visitors. 

In addition to meetings, we enjoy group craft meetings at a member’s house - 
Crafty Chatter, Skittles competitions with other WI groups, Lunches at local 
restaurants and  involvement in church activities, such as the Church Fete. 

We usually meet on the first Monday of the month, unless otherwise stated, at 
Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club.  

For further information please contact our President, Pat Grant, 07749 388616. 
Jennie Thomas 
 

Nature Notes 
Perhaps rashly, I volunteered at the last LINK committee meeting to take over doing 
the Nature Notes article. Nature Notes has been a feature of the magazine for the 
last 40 years, the first contributor being Bill Lantsbery, the retired headmaster of the 
primary school. He was followed by John Curtis, then by Margaret Cooke and latterly 
Pamela Cox. And they all gave us many interesting and knowledgeable pieces.  

A problem, I have quickly realised, is that I am writing from a good month behind 
what the season will be when the magazine comes out. So, it’s no use me exhorting 
everyone to visit the woods to admire the bluebells. Either you’ve already done so, or 
missed the opportunity for this year at least. Luckily I have been around long enough 
to have some idea what we can look out for in June and July. But I’ll come to that 
later and start with what the year has given us so far. 

After a wet and very gloomy start, the sun came out towards the end of February 
and stayed out through most of March and the earlier weeks of April. We had some 
frosts during that time, but none too severe. Probably because of all this the blossom 
has been spectacular. It started with the blackthorn in the hedges. After that the 
cherry trees were perhaps the biggest stars, but there was also pear and apple and 
crab; and some wonderful magnolias. It was especially gratifying for me to see how, 
in Millennium Green, the hedges I had helped plant, only a few years earlier as mere 
whips, were now producing some lovely young wild cherry trees in full flower. 

Also amazing were the flowers in the Churchyard. Back in the cold gloomy 
weeks, the snowdrops came out in force to cheer us up. As they faded, and the sun 
came, swathes of ground became carpeted with primroses and wood anemones. 
Wonderful to behold. 

And then right at the end of April we had a mini heatwave. A good time I thought 
to pay a visit to Charity Meadow. Too early for orchids, but from a distance I was 
surprised to see a widespread smattering of something white. Once I got in the 
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meadow, I saw it was lady’s smock. That’s a 
flower which is usually present there in late spring, 
but I’ve never seen it in such abundance before.  

Another reason I was tempted to go to 
Charity Meadow was that Geoff Topliss had told 
me he had twice recently seen roe deer there. The 
first time it was a group of four and the second 
time of three. The roe deer is a native species, 
taller and much more elegant than the invasive 
muntjac. But I wasn’t as lucky as Geoff, no deer 
appeared for me that day. 

Now what can we expect in midsummer. I 
have no idea what the weather will be by then, but 
we know there’ll be maximum daylight. Trees will 
be in full leaf and beneath them deep shade. The 
nettles will have grown tall, and if you are lucky, 
you may see tiny black caterpillars emerging 
(Several butterfly species lay their eggs on nettles, 
including red admiral, peacock and tortoiseshell). 
As for flowers, this should be the time for 
foxgloves and honeysuckle. In early June there 
should still be orchids out in Charity Meadow; and on the canal bank, yellow flag 
irises.   

On the bird front, blackbirds will still be singing, but not for much longer. There 
will be swallows, house martins and swifts on the wing. In the canal and brook there 
will be ducklings and maybe cygnets. It’s a very busy time for birds, they have 
families to feed; a time when robins will come to your feet to snatch up worms and 
grubs as you garden.  

If you have seen anything you think may be of interest in the local wildlife line, I 
would be very pleased to hear from you. I would particularly like to know if anyone 
has seen any kingfishers. I haven’t seen one for ages. 
Jim Inch (tel 01604 830933) 
 

Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 
Eleven boxes of archaeological artefacts from the dig during the transfer of land for 
the extension to the Churchyard Burial Ground have been delivered to the 
Archaeological Resource Centre (ARC) at Chester House. Selected items of interest 
remain on display in a glass cabinet at the community centre. Many thanks to 
Bugbrooke History Group for sorting and processing these historical finds, and for 
identifying those of particular interest. 
 In recent years, several additional trees have been planted and, although 
extreme weather has meant that some have needed daily attention for prolonged 
periods, all have survived and are now thriving. The intention is to continue to plant 
bulbs each year, to increase the colourful Spring display. 
 The annual grant awarded by the Parish Council is much appreciated. It is used 
for the upkeep and general maintenance of the Green as well as essential risk 
management and vital work on the trees. 
 Trust members are always willing to undertake the seasonal and other chores to 
ensure the Millennium Green remains an asset to the community. As with many other 
voluntary bodies, the average age of the trustees is increasing. New, enthusiastic 
(and younger) members would be welcomed.  
David Harries, Chair 
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The cricket season is now fully up and running, for all three of our Saturday teams in 
the Northamptonshire Cricket League.  
 Full fixtures and all the latest results can be found on our 
website, bugbrooke.play-cricket.com.  
 Our Friday night junior sessions are also in full swing, with dozens of 
youngsters enjoying action packed activities. 
 The club is the perfect spot for those long summer evenings, with our bar open 
on all home matchdays and training nights, and on Friday junior evenings. Social 
membership is just £15, with our newly refurbished bar and lounge, overlooking 
what we like to call, 'the best garden in Bugbrooke'. 
 On a more serious note, we have been experiencing issues with youngsters, 
unconnected to the club, using the ground to access the brook area. The cricket 
ground is privately owned, with a public footpath running along the eastern 
boundary. This footpath does not provide access to the brook, with the gate in the 
fence installed for the use of retrieving cricket balls, as well as access for the 
environment agency as required. We would like to respectfully remind parents of the 
dangers of children being in the brook area during matches and practise evenings, 
as well as disruption to matches, this is a safety issue, with hard cricket balls. The 
club cannot be held responsible for any injuries caused due to their actions and 
activities in this area. 
 Also major problems are arising due to unnecessary damage being caused on 
a very regular basis due to youngsters climbing over the fence to gain access to and 
from their area. The access gate 
is there for the use of retrieving 
cricket balls along with access for 
the environment agencies to the 
brook and surrounding area as 
required. This area is also 
covered by our CCTV and any 
damage caused will be reported 
to the police should the fence be 
continuously abused which is 
resulting in unnecessary repairs 
and costs being incurred by the 
cricket club. 
 We would be grateful for 
parental help and guidance to 
their children in this regard  to 
ensure that everyone is kept 
aware and safe for everyone’s 
benefit. 
Ciaran Thomas 
 

Lynda Hutchings sent several 

lovely photos including this and 

one on page 41 of a heron just 

taking flight. 
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Diary  

June   

2 19:30 WI - Chair Yoga with Gurleen ⚽ 

5 14:00 Caring Café SS 

5 14:00 Parish Council Surgery – village issues    
9 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

11 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

16 14:00 U3A CC 

19 14:00 SNVB Community Connect    
21  Bugbrooke Church Fete  

23 19:30 Flower Society - ‘Along the Silk Road’ with Coral Gardiner NHVH 

25 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

26 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team    

July    

2 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

3 14:00 Caring Café  SS 

4 19:00 Friends of St Michael - Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz CC 

6 14:00 BEWG Litterpick  

7 19:30 WI - Members’ Night ⚽ 

9 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

12 13:00 Bugbrooke Chapel Craft Fair   
14 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

16 19:30 History Group - Northampton Castle CC 

21 14:00 U3A CC 

23 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

28 19:30 Flower Society  NHVH 

August   

5  WI - Annual Outing  

‘Roll-up’ open bowling sessions are from 6pm each Tuesday from May to Septem-

ber, with a drink and chat afterwards. 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Bowls Club  ‘Roll-Up’ evenings - 18:00 every Tuesday evening May to September 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

CC - Community Centre    - Chapel    - Cricket Club  ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall   - Rugby Club SS - Sunday School 

Community Living Rooms:  
Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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