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Thanks to everyone who sent in photos for this issue – plenty 
of sunflowers and harvesting – it’s not been easy to decide 
which to include but we enjoyed seeing them all. Nature Notes 
informs us of insects, birds and mammals that you might see 
round the village. We’ve also had visitors of a different kind, when Bugbrooke Rugby 
Club welcomed Spain and Brazil Women’s Teams who used their facilities and pitch 
during their training camps for the Women’s Rugby World Cup. On the other side of 
the hedge, Bugbrooke Bowls Club have been making the most of the (largely) dry 
weather to engage in a sport that involves less tackling and no kicking of the ball. 

At the Parish Council meeting on 08 September 2025, it was great to hear such 
positive views from the Councillors and the importance they place on having a quality 
village magazine. The financial assistance from the Parish Council has enabled us to 
continue to distribute the magazine free to every household within the parish 
boundary of Bugbrooke. 

However, as mentioned in the last issue, the current committee are producing 
the magazine to June 2026, so that’s only four more from now until we stop. So, if 
you want the LINK to continue, now is the time to get involved. If you would like to be 
included in a replacement committee, please let us know by sending an email to 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Parish Council Report  
The biggest issue facing the Village at the moment is the 
closure of the bridge on Gayton Rd (Tin Bridge). I 
attended a site meeting today with representatives from 
Kier (WNC Highways Contractor) to discuss the closure. 
This bridge was partially closed with traffic lights for 
some years and last year was completely closed. The 
bridge itself is absolutely fine and is owned and 
maintained by Network Rail. The issue is the road either 
side of the bridge which is in the ownership of WNC.  

Back in 2001 at Selby there was a train crash when a car ended up on the line 
and as a consequence the DoT issued guidance to prevent occurrences like this 
being repeated. At Tin Bridge high kerbs called Trief kerbs were installed to prevent 
any such occurrence. However, over the years since and with the volume of traffic on 
the bridge these kerbs have collapsed down the embankment and no longer provide 
the necessary protection. This means extensive work is needed to make the route 
safe for which WNC have commissioned a design. This design is costly and is 
approaching £1M which is massive for the one project. Network Rail are being 
reluctant to contribute to the cost despite the fact that the scheme would protect their 
asset. So to conclude WNC & Network Rail are working in the background to provide 
a solution. The two Canal bridges in the area are cracking but they are being 
monitored by the Canal and Rivers Trust who are responsible for their maintenance. I 
hope the above answers all the questions villagers may have. 

There have been numerous accidents on the bends beyond Campion School 
known locally as Knitters Grave. A recommendation to create a 40 MPH speed limit 
from the edge of the village to beyond the bends plus increased signage was 
accepted by the PC recently. As a Council we do not believe it will necessarily solve 
all the issues, but it is a start and time will tell. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council continues to address the issue of dog fouling in the 
village, despite providing 18 dog waste bins and 17 litter bins, all emptied weekly. 
Unfortunately, some residents are still failing to clean up after their pets. The Council 
has contacted West Northamptonshire Council—who hold enforcement powers—to 
request officer visits and support in tackling this public health concern by imposing 
fines. Residents are also encouraged to report incidents directly via the WNC 
website https://www.westnorthants.gov.uk/cleaner-communities/dog-fouling. Let’s 
work together to keep Bugbrooke clean and safe for everyone. 

As ever, if you spot any issues around village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell, Chairman 

Saving Lives in Bugbrooke: Why Defibrillators Matter 
What is a Defibrillator? 
A defibrillator, often called a defib or AED (Automated External Defibrillator), is a 
device that can restart a heart in cardiac arrest by delivering an electric shock. Unlike 
in films, these devices are designed for everyday people to use. They are simple, 
automated, and give clear step-by-step voice instructions. 

In the UK, anyone can access and use a public defibrillator. You do not need 
medical training. If you call 999, the emergency operator will direct you to the nearest 
available unit and provide the code to unlock it if necessary. 

mailto:parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org
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Why Knowing Their Location is Crucial 
Every minute counts in cardiac arrest. Survival rates drop by around 10% for each 
minute without defibrillation. Ambulances may take time to arrive, but using a defib 
quickly alongside CPR can double or even triple the chance of survival. 

Bugbrooke is fortunate to have several units across the village. Some are 
available 24/7, while others are accessible only when clubs are in use. Knowing the 
locations ahead of time could save a neighbour, friend, or family member’s life. 
Defibrillators in Bugbrooke 
1. Doctors’ Surgery (Parish Council Unit) 

Address: Levitts Rd, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3QN. 
Location: Outside Bugbrooke Medical Centre. 
Additional Equipment: Includes a bleed kit for severe bleeding incidents. 
Availability: 24/7 access. 

2. Cricket Club 
Address: The Club House, Bugbrooke Cricket Club, The Doc White Cricket 
Ground, Camp Hill Farm, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PG. 
Location: Outside the Club House. 
Availability: 24/7 access. 

3. Community Centre 
Address: Bugbrooke Community Centre, Playing Field, Camp Close, 
Bugbrooke, NN7 3RW. 
Location: Outside backwall. 
Availability: 24/7 access. 

4. Football Club 
Address: St Michael’s Football Club, Gayton Road, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PH. 
Location: On the outside wall of the football club, facing the Community 
Centre. 
Additional Equipment: Includes a bleed kit for severe bleeding incidents. 
Availability: 24/7 access. 

5. Community Café 
Address: Bugbrooke Community Café, Sunday School Rooms, Gayton Road, 
Bugbrooke, NN7 3PH. 
Location: Mounted outside, on the wall facing Church Lane. 
Availability: 24/7 access. 

6. Bugbrooke RUFC 
Address: Bugbrooke Rugby Union Club, Camp Close, Bugbrooke, NN7 3RW 
Location: Inside the building 
Availability: Only occasionally: Wednesday 18:00 - 22:00, Friday 16:00 - 
22:00 and Saturday 12:00 - 18:00 

7. Bugbrooke Community Primary School 
Address: Bugbrooke CP School, High Street, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PA 
Location: Inside the building 
Availability: Term time only: Monday - Friday 08:00 - 18:00 

Shared Responsibility 
Defibrillators are community resources. They are maintained by local organisations, 
but their effectiveness depends on awareness. Take a moment to familiarise yourself 
with these locations and note where they are. A defibrillator is a piece of equipment 
you hope you never need, but one day, knowing where to find it could mean the 
difference between life and death. Bugbrooke’s network of defibs is a vital safety net. 
Please take the time to learn their locations and be ready to act. St. Micheals 
Football Club regularly offer training so if you are interested in attending a training 
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session please email parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org and you will be 
notified next time a session is arranged. 
Source: https://www.defibfinder.uk/ 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Another wonderful outdoor season at Bugbrooke Bowls Club has just finished, with 
use of the ground from the end of April to the last game on 20 September. It has 
been so dry over much of that period that the green has been somewhat brown in 
patches despite our best efforts at watering. The upside is that most of the matches 
have been played in beautiful conditions and the playing surface has held up 
remarkably well. 

As well as the Pairs and Triples competitions for club members, we’ve also held 
a Thursday evening Triples league followed by an Australian Pairs league. In 
addition, there has been a Singles competition resulting in two finals on 06 
September – one for the main ‘Shield’ and another for the ‘Plate’ which was for those 
knocked out in the first round. At the time of writing, some of these are yet to be 
determined so I’ll include the names of all our winners in the December issue of 
LINK. 

 
 
 

Out of season we endeavour to meet up, keep in touch and raise money for the 
club (our quiz on 29 August raised over £300 and was great fun). We hope to 
continue the monthly gatherings at The Bakers Arms from October to April which 
we’ve done for three years now. Depending on the facilities at the time, we’ve played 
cards, darts, pool and bar skittles (and talked bowls!). Our next planned fundraising 
and social event is a 1960’s night at the Football Club from 7.30 pm on Friday 28 
November 2025. Please put the date in your diary; more details will be available in 
due course on noticeboards and the village Facebook page. 

Ally Smith and Geoff Cooke played for the Singles ‘Plate’ which was won by 
Ally. Dave Francis and Tom Fuins played for the Singles ‘Shield’ which was 
won by Dave (on the left in photo).  
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I have also arranged for a group of members and social members from 
Bugbrooke to join Daventry Indoor Bowls Club from the start of October so that we 
can continue bowling right through to the next outdoor season and beyond. If you’re 
interested in that, let me know. 

The maintenance and improvement of the green and surroundings will continue 
throughout the autumn and winter to ensure that we’re all ready to go again in April 
2026. One of the main projects for us is that items of the irrigation system need 
replacement and that has been the focus of fund raising, donations and a grant 
application this year. With the support of club members, generous individuals and the 
Parish Council we’re well on the way to what is required to pay for the project. 

The main message is that the club is thriving and looking to build on what has 
been achieved over the last few years, with a warm welcome extended to all and the 
opportunity to play a wonderful sport and participate in social and fundraising events. 
Please contact me if you want to know more or would like an application form to join 
us for next year. 

P.S. Huge congratulations to the men’s Monday Evening Team who, following a 
nail-biting final round of matches of the season, gained enough points to ensure that 
we stay in Division Two of the Northants’ Triples League for 2026. 
Paul Cockcroft 01604 831688 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
As I type this the rain has arrived at last. What a lovely summer it has been but why 
does it have to fly by so quickly? 

Something a little different in October. Lee Berrill is returning but with a talk 
instead of the usual demonstration. (I would tell you his subject but I can’t remember! 
I think it is time I handed my LINK reports to someone more competent!!) 
I am struggling to mention this when it is still August but I will try. On 24th November 
Louisa Rigden will present Ho Ho Ho. 

Our meetings are held at Nether Heyford Village Hall on 4th Monday of each 
month at 7.30pm. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke Carers Cafe 
We have been having a great year at the Carers 
Cafe, meeting monthly with tea, cake and love for our 
carers. Last month Duncan came and we had a great 
sing song. We have a Fish & Chip lunch in October, 
November brings a craft afternoon and December our 
Christmas Party. We are so grateful to all our 
supporters from the Ageing Well Team, Alzheimer's 
Society, Community Connect & Northamptonshire Carers Association. I know for 
sure that everyone has received helpful information, support and been shown that as 
a Carer you are not alone. 

If you are a carer or know anyone who is, please spread the word. 
First Thursday in the month at Bugbrooke Community Café, Church Lane, 

Bugbrooke NN7 3PB from 2pm – 4pm. Just turn up to a warm welcome! 
If you have any questions we can be contacted at: hellobcl@yahoo.com 

Chris Carter 

mailto:hellobcl@yahoo.com
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Bugbrooke Community Living 
(previously Bugbrooke Community Lottery) 
We are thrilled to be back raising money for the people of 
Bugbrooke. As you are reading this we would have had our first 
fundraising Quiz at BFC to put some money back into the pot to 
continue to fund Bugbrooke's Community Cafe and our grant 
fund. 

We were also thrilled to support Phoebe, our star of 
wheelchair racing, in her quest for a new racing chair. 

T h is  i s  a n  u p d a te  f r o m  h e r  f a th e r  An d y  J u s t i c e . 
My daughter Phoebe Justice lives in Bugbrooke, attends Campion School, and is a 
T34 wheelchair racer athlete. This classification is for people with Cerebral Palsy or 
similar impairments. Phoebe trains at Coventry Godiva Harriers Athletics Club 
weekly with a current Paralympic 
coach. She has been competing 
for a little over a year in a range 
or regional and national level 
competitions. This year, as far as 
we are aware, she became the 
first wheelchair athlete to 
compete at the Northants schools 
district athletics competition. 
Phoebe will also be the first 
wheelchair athlete to compete for 
Northamptonshire in the English 
Schools Athletics Competition in 
late September. In April 
Phoebe  came second in the U14 
London mini Marathon and in 
August she competed in the 
England U15 championships and 
came second in both the 100m and 200m events. It has been a busy initial full debut 
season, and we are incredibly grateful for the support of family, friends and the BCL. 
We are currently raising money to assist her in getting a new racing chair to aid her 
development into next season. 

We look forward to seeing you at any of our future events. 
Any grant applications can be e-mailed to : hellobcl@yahoo.com 

Chris Carter 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Gift Scheme 
The committee are pleased to confirm that we will be able to issue the gift vouchers 
again this year.  As usual, the application form is in this edition of LINK, and relevant 
information is on the form as to where to post the completed applications. 

We will NOT accept any applications after the closing date this year, so please 
ensure that you complete your application by the date specified. 

The businesses within the village who will accept the vouchers as payment are 
as stated on the vouchers.  
Nigel Burt, Chairman 

mailto:hellobcl@yahoo.com
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An amusing Sunflower picture from David Irvine. 
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A couple of pictures to remind 
us of the hot dry summer. 
On the left by David Irvine  
Below from Kaye Adams 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
On Saturday 1st November we will be holding a Craft Fayre in the Church. This is now 
becoming one of our regular annual events; and is something for all the family, at a 
time when it’s not too early to start thinking about Christmas presents. It is also great 
to be holding the Fayre in the Church. As well as making a lovely setting, our village 
church is of course the building we are raising funds to help preserve. The Fayre will 
be open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. If anyone is interested in booking a table at the 
Fayre, please contact Teresa Garlic on 07734 945648.  

Later, on Friday 5th December, we will have our annual wine tasting. This will be 
at the Community Centre. Judging by previous occasions it should be great fun. We 
will shortly be finalising details and getting tickets ready for sale. Members and 
previous supporters will then be sent a letter. If anyone else is interested please 
contact me (tel 01604 830933) or any committee member.   

I am having to write this before a new event for us, a Treasure Hunt planned for 
13th September, has happened. I shall therefore  report on that in the next LINK. In the 
meantime I’ll just give a big thankyou to everyone involved in organising and 
supporting the event. 

And to finish, just the usual reminder that the Friends of the Church is a 
registered charity which enables all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church goers 

or not, to contribute to the upkeep of our beautiful village church. If you are not already 

a member, but would like to become one and support our work, then please contact 
me or our Treasurer, Peter Barton (tel 07969 737252) or any Committee member. A 
membership subscription is only £5 a year per person. 
Jim Inch 

Nature Notes 
“Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness” - the well-known first line of Keats’ poem To 
Autumn. A curious thing though is that nowhere in its three beautiful verses does 
Keats mention the colour of autumn leaves. But for this October issue of LINK that’s 
the subject I shall start with. I am hoping that after the hot dry summer, there will be 
some spectacular autumn colour this year. Last year, after a wet summer, many trees 
stayed stubbornly green till the beginning of December. This year autumn tints were 
appearing in the middle of August. That isn’t really a good thing since it shows the 
trees are stressed, but mostly they should recover alright, certainly the established 
trees. Of our native trees one of the best for autumn colour is the beech. This is not a 
very common tree around here, but there are some large old ones near the 
churchyard and the hall, plus some younger specimens round the village, notably at 
the top of the paddocks. A bit further away there is an impressive avenue of beeches 
in Harlestone Firs (just keep following the line of the entrance road to find it). 

Back in the village there are specimens of nearly all our native trees in the 
Millennium Green, with a map on the notice board to help you locate them. A couple of 
the young trees here are beeches. There are quite a few cherries here too, which also 
have lovely autumn colour (plus blossom in spring). And a recently planted, non-
native, liquidambar tree should add some spectacular autumn colour as it gets bigger.  

Brenda and I were thrilled to see a Kingfisher recently. We were on Great Lane 
bridge one morning, when a flash of turquoise blue came from under the bridge and 
the kingfisher winged fast and low down the brook, the sun on its back. Other people 
have told us they too have recently seen one (very possibly the same one) from the 
Church Lane and Great Lane bridges.  
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With many birds it’s changeover time. The swallows and martins will be gone, 
and the redwings and fieldfares will be arriving. These are both types of thrush. The 
redwings are the smaller and more numerous of the two, but they are often seen 
mixed together, with maybe a few blackbirds too, as they all feast on hawthorn 
berries or sloes. A good place to see them at this time of year is the canal bank near 
Rainbow’s crossing. They are however quite shy birds and tend to flutter off to the 
other side of the canal as you approach, leaving a few unfazed blackbirds still 
feeding away. I am pleased to see that the hawthorn and blackthorn bushes are well 
laden with fruit this year, so the birds should have plenty to feed on. 

The hot dry summer has suited many insects. Last time I mentioned all the 
butterflies. Now I keep finding ladybirds everywhere; and when Brenda and I walk 
through Captain’s Close we now always pause to spot grasshoppers in the long 
grass. One insect we haven’t seen this year though are the large dragonflies. 
However there were plenty of the smaller blue damselflies earlier in the summer 
along the canal.  

Spare a thought for hedgehogs. Their numbers have declined dramatically in 
recent years, and this summer’s heatwaves can’t have been easy for them. As winter 
approaches they will need shelter and places to hibernate. Our gardens can often 
provide this. The general advice we hear for 
encouraging wildlife is not to be too tidy. I for 
one am only too happy to embrace this 
approach, but I suspect hedgehogs can still find 
shelter in neater gardens too, maybe even in a 
purpose made hedgehog house.  

Autumn is a great time to get out and 
appreciate how lucky we are to have lovely 
countryside around us. Ask Keats - well not 
literally. He died when only 26.  If he had lived to 
see another October might he have added a 
fourth verse to celebrate the season’s golden leaves?  
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room was originally set up as a ‘warm room’ – somewhere for 
people to go if they needed to save money on heating their home. It has grown into 
much more of a social hub for local people to meet and catch up over a cup of tea. 
It’s open to everyone and free of charge, thanks to the volunteers, the Parish Council 
and West Northants Council. 

The weekly timetable: 
Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House 
Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel 

At Bugbrooke Chapel on Thursdays we also have regular opportunities to ask 
questions and get advice from representatives of West Northants Council among 
others – see the timetable for details. 
Contact us on janewood.bpc@gmail.com (or 07901775639), or Brian Britten 
(brianbritten7@gmail.com) at Bugbrooke Chapel if you need transport or have any 
questions or comments. 
Jane Wood 

mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:brianbritten7@gmail.com
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Tree of Light Service 2025 
This service is our annual service of remembrance for departed family and friends, 
where we light our Tree of Remembrance for the Christmas period and read out the 
names of those we wish to remember. This is an opportunity to reflect and remember 
loved ones no longer with us during the hectic run up to Christmas and to hang stars 
on the tree. This year, the service will take place on Sunday 7th December at 4 p.m.  

Please submit names for the Book of Remembrance (marked Tree of Light) to 
the Church Office, Church Lane, Bugbrooke, Northampton NN7 3PB throughout the 
month of November. If the nominated names relate to children, please mark them 
accordingly as we read out children’s names first. Closing date for names to be 
included in the Book of Remembrance is Friday 28th November. 

All we ask is that a donation should be made for each name and all monies 
raised will be divided equally between this year’s nominated charities: Alzheimer’s 
Research UK, Cancer Research UK and St. Michael & All Angels Church, 
Bugbrooke. 

All are welcome to attend this service and we look forward to welcoming you at 
this special time. 
Bugbrooke Church 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
Our grassland management work is going as planned – you may have noticed that 
the ‘wild’ areas were mown over the summer. However, you may not have spotted 
our fantastic volunteers who raked the grass clippings to help encourage a greater 
variety of species of wildflowers and plants to thrive. Greater diversity of plants 
means these areas can support more insects and small mammals – many of which 
are under threat in the UK. Every little area helps preserve biodiversity for future 
generations so please join us in extending a huge thank you to everyone who helps 
with these wild patches. 

It's worth remembering that changes to management of these areas of grass is 
a long-term project. Whilst we can’t pretend we are getting everything right, we have 
taken time to consult with experts before taking this approach and have been 
assured that even with the current limited diversity of plants, there is still a lot of 
value to wildlife in letting the vegetation grow longer. 

At the time of writing, we’re looking forward to our village litter pick on Sunday 7 
September. Litter picks are held every 2 months on the afternoon of the first Sunday 
of the month. We target different areas of the village each time to help keep it tidy 
and protect wildlife from litter. Picking up litter that could wash down drains and into 
the brook also makes sure it doesn’t contribute to blockages, and helps protect our 
seas and rivers from plastic pollution. The next litter pick will be on Sunday 2 
November at 2pm, meeting by the entrance to the footpath opposite Pound Lane. We 
usually stop around 3.30 for a drink and bit of cake. 

If you’d like to get more involved with the Environment Group, we hold regular 
meetings every second month on the first Wednesday. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 5 November, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, and our last village litter 
pick for 2025 will be on Sunday 2 November. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and Jane Wood 07901775639 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com ),Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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Brenda Campion in Chile 
Adapted from The Undiminished Sea, Brenda’s autobiography. 
The war was slowly coming to an end. It was 1945. I was no longer a Jenny Wren 
and had a fairly satisfying job as Pharmacist at the local Mental Hospital looking after 
the needs of 1300 patients. Tennis and dancing with young doctors after work, and 
life in our small village began to seem mundane and a poor reward for so much effort 
during the war years. 

Then thanks to a friend, Arthur Jestice, our three hundred year old rambling 
sandstone farmhouse became full of R.A.F. boys sleeping on makeshift bedding at 
weekends, and my sister Christine and I  had hardly enough time to get to know their 
names. The most important thing, together with our parents, was to make sure of 
food and warmth for everyone with the meagre rations we had, and our own home 
grown produce. Home cured bacon and eggs for breakfast, my mother’s special 
apple and blackberry pies with cream went straight to the hearts of hungry homesick 
boys. There was a painfully thin auburn haired R.A.F. Sgt. Navigator with a ‘Chile’ 
flash on his shoulder, Willie Strang………………………………. 

……………………………. 
We became engaged in 1947, Willie buying me a ring 

with a pretty diamond and I bought him a large suitcase as 
an engagement present. Willie picked up his brown pin 
stripe demob suit and brown felt trilby, picked up his 
suitcase and went off back to Chile. 

[He joined the bank in Santiago as a clerk. Brenda 
prepared to join him there in July 1948 and get married] 

I travelled with the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Company on the MV Salaverry to Valparaiso, arriving 
toward the end of August. I was a very inexperienced 
young girl, as my letters home clearly illustrate. Compared 
with young people today, the 1940s were as if on another 
planet. 

[The voyage took her across the Atlantic to Bermuda, 
Nassau, through the Panama Canal, down the western 
coast of South America, calling in for bananas and sugar 
and other cargoes. When married, Brenda got a job very quickly as a school teacher. 
One term reduced her to a limp rag.] 

After morning assembly, I would lead a rabble of about 30 children across the 
tree lined avenue from the main school building to a large garden and a shabby 
mansion in which I found some knocked about desks in a small room. I would turn to 
write on the blackboard and on turning to explain things to my pupils would find that a 
large number of them had disappeared out of the window at the back. Lacking 
experience I soon decided to give the remaining students a simple exercise, while I 
dashed about the shrubby garden to try and retrieve the disappeared ones…….. 

[The British  Embassy then gave her the post of Confidential Secretary which 
was more successful. Then Willie decided that he could do better in England and 
they sold up their land and set sail back home.] 

The voyage was a dream. The Panama Canal held its usual fascination for me 
and wonderment at the great engineering feat of the Frenchman, Ferdinand de 
Lesseps from 1905 to 1920 – of the carving through mountains and locks by 
thousands of men, enabling ships to pass from the Atlantic to the Pacific  Oceans – 
linking a series of lakes together and taking us for seven to eight hours through 
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tropical country and flora and fauna – forests, rocks, alligators, snakes and birds – 
glittering bright and sweet or noisily raucous. 

[ Willie got a job with Dunlops which involved travelling over the world. The 
family were in Ethiopia when the Coup D’etat took place in 1960.] 

My husband was away visiting Aden as part of his regular duties - he covered 
the Horn of Africa for Dunlops.  My young son Timothy called eagerly, ‘Mummy, the 
army is on manoevers again. Can we leave early for school to see them marching?’ 

I climbed into the drivers seat of the long wheel base Land Rover and slid into 
gear. Bodies lay in the street, and I skirted round small bomb craters, and tangled 
telephone wires. The Post Office had been destroyed. Bullets were zinging across 
the road. Rifles were levelled from the barracks on the right towards the palatial 
Ghion Hotel. Wealthy members of Haile Selassie’s favoured retinue took their 
residence and leisure there. Windows crackled and splintered on our left. My baby 
stirred in my womb – six months pregnant, I suddenly felt heavy and awkward. 

I drew up outside our friends’ house, gathered Tim with me, and diving low 
across the grassy sward frontage, ignored the splintering glass as I made for the 
door. Fear had taken hold now  and I knew the danger we had known a few years 
ago in the coup d’etat in Buenos Aires when the Peronistas had taken control of the 
city there. 
Next time:  Equador, Nepal, and more about Chile 
Adapted for LINK by Pat Kent from the original 

Bugbrooke History Group 
We met on 16th July with a good attendance on a warm summer evening. Pat Kent 
began by telling us that several framed photos of the Laddermakers have been 
donated to the group by Julie Jones. Her father, Frank Flavell was an apprentice 
when he was 14. He is now 92. The photos were on show. 

Our speaker this evening was Guy Ravine, his subject Northampton Castle. A 
map 1610 showing the layout of the town was displayed. At this time All Saints 
Church was significantly larger. There are no authoritative drawings of the castle 
available. The site had close proximity to the river which was an important source of 
food. However it is a sure fact that Northampton Castle was one of the biggest 
castles originally built in Saxon times of wood and then of stone in the 11th  to 12th 
Centuries.. There were several churches around, but no chapel inside the walls. 
From 1084 to 1100 it was extremely important. Kings spent time here, Parliaments 
were held here. Thomas a Beckett was tried here and condemned by the King. He 
escaped, only to be murdered in Canterbury Cathedral. A little known fact is that part 
of his skull is in Northampton Cathedral. The Postern Gate which now stands close to 
the bus stop is thought to be from the original castle. Guy said this might be moved 
again. There have been many changes to the site through the years, particularly 
when the station was built and then the new station. Guy had many interesting 
anecdotes including the story of the rebellious university students who took the 
Barons side against King Henry III. As a result the King banned Northampton from 
ever having a University. It was 2005 before the Borough council found a way round 
this to establish the University of Northampton. Think of it, we could have had all the 
Oxford colleges here. 

[In the planning stages at the moment is the Black Lion Pub – close to the 
station, which is going to have visitor facilities. Already, there is a walk around this 
historic site which you can follow on your mobile phone. Please note I have no 
personal experience of this.] 
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One of our previous speakers said that Northampton is expert at burying its past. 
Our enormous, significant castle is a good example. 

Thanks Guy for an interesting talk. 
Our next talk you will probably by now have missed, but we’ll tell you about it next 

time. It is September 17th when Alex Wood is talking about the history of the Police 
Force in Northampton. Also in September we are walking along the canal with John 
Perkins. 

 Missed these? Make sure you know what’s happening with the History Group by 
sending your email address to Pat Kent. Also if you have visited anywhere of interest 
during the summer, please let me know. 
Pat Grant and Pat Kent 
Pat Kent (secretary)  frksp6@gmail.com      or tel 01604830518 

Bugbrooke WI  
At our July meeting  committee members sat back and enjoyed a lovely evening planned 
by members. We played a variety of games, some of which were totally new to a few of 
us. It’s never too late to learn something new! The  delicious buffet  which followed, was 
very much enjoyed and appreciated by us all. 

In August, for our annual outing, we visited Coton Manor Gardens, near 
Guilsborough. We had a lovely homemade lunch and enjoyed wandering through 
stunning, colourful gardens, observing pink flamingos and  rare breed chickens roaming 
freely. Several members bought a variety of plants, which were  on sale. 

Forthcoming meetings are all very different, with something for everyone: 
September 1st, From Silent Screen to a Field in England. Andy Tennett talks about the 
story of the American actress, Virginia Bradford. 
October 6th, 3 In Accord. Music by a local trio, from Modern to Musicals. 
November 3rd, Ceramic Decoration, presented by Natasha. 

We are always delighted to welcome  new members and visitors at our meetings. 
We meet usually on the first Monday of every month, 7.30 pm, at Bugbrooke St 
Michael’s Football Club. There is a small charge for guests visiting. We have regular 
Crafty Chatter get-togethers,  lunches, and occasionally participate in Skittles matches 
with other nearby WI groups. 

    For further information, please contact Pat Grant, our President, on 
07749388616. 
Jennie Thomas 

Bugbrooke RFC Welcomes Spain & Brazil Women’s Teams 
The last few weeks have been nothing short of incredible at Bugbrooke RUFC, as we’ve 
proudly hosted both Spain and Brazil Women’s teams during their training camps for the 
Women’s Rugby World Cup. 

Behind the scenes, a huge amount of work has gone into preparing for this 
moment. From significant investment in our pitches to ensure world-class playing 
conditions, to the tireless efforts of an army of volunteers who have given their time to 
help maintain the grounds, support the teams, and assist on training days, the entire 
club has pulled together to make this possible. 

As part of their time with us, both teams held open training sessions where local 
rugby clubs had the unique chance to watch elite international players prepare up close. 
These sessions were inspiring for players of all ages and highlighted the very best of the 
global game. 
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One particularly special moment for Bugbrooke was when our very own Girls’ 
Section enjoyed a private training session with the Brazil team. It was an 
unforgettable opportunity for our young players to learn from international stars, 
make memories, and see firsthand the pathway that rugby can create. 

Hosting two world-class sides at the Sett has been a privilege and a proud 
chapter in our club’s history. None of it would have been possible without the 
incredible support of our volunteers, members, and community. 
Dave Pope  
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Diary  

October   

1 12:30 Bugbrooke Medical Practice Closed  

1 14:00 Wednesday Club - Talk from John Perkins SS 

6 19:30 WI - ‘3 in Accord’ - Music by a local trio ⚽ 

9 14:00 Parish Council surgery    

13 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

15 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

16 14:00 SNVB Community Connect    

20 14:00 U3A CC 

23 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team    

27 19:30 Flower Society - Lee Berrill talk NHVH 

29 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

31  Closing date for Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift applications  

November   

1 13:00 Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church Craft Fayre   

2 14:00 BEWG Litterpick from entrance to footpath opposite Pound Lane  

3 19:30 WI - Ceramic Decoration, presented by Natasha ⚽ 

5 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  CC 

6 14:00 Parish Council   

10 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

17 14:00 U3A CC 
12 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

19 19:30 History Group - ‘Northampton’s First Police Force’ Alex Wood CC 

20 14:00 SNVB Community Connect    

24 19:45 Flower Society - Louisa Rigden - ’Ho Ho Ho’ NHVH 

26 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

27 14:00 West Northants Council Customer Service Team    

December   

1 19:30 WI ⚽ 

5 19:30 Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church Wine Tasting CC 

7 16:00 Tree of Light Service   

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

Lottery Draw on the 27th of each month 

CC - Community Centre      - Chapel     - Church ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 

Community Living Rooms:  

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (Not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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