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As you will be aware, if you read these articles, we have 
decided to stand down from our roles on LINK and have 
invited others to take over. At our AGM in May the 
committee formally resigned but with the understanding that 
we would produce the June 2026 Magazine. Issue 258 
represents 43 years of Bugbrooke LINK which I believe is an amazing achievement 
and warrants some reflection. 

Looking back at the early magazines it is of course noticeable how much has 
changed in production quality but also in terms of the clubs, groups and societies that 
were around the village in 1983. Hands up if you remember the Darby and Joan 
Club, Meals on Wheels, Bugbrooke Amateur Dramatic Society and Mothers Club. It’s 
also remarkable to see Flower Society, Women’s Institute and Nature Corner (now 
Nature Notes) appearing in the first edition and continuing to this issue. 

There have been so many people who have contributed to the production of the 
258 magazines over the years: the advertisers, the printers, the distributors and the 
committee members. There are way too many names to mention but from when I 
started my direct involvement in 1995, I remember Don Prime, Vicky Parker, Tony 
Pace and Barbara Bell who are no longer with us. 

The outgoing committee deserve specific mention and thanks: Jim Inch 
(Treasurer / Vice Chairman); Geoff Cooke (Production & Website); Sheila Willmore 
(Advertising); Gwynneth White (Adverts Production). Also, many thanks to Pat Kent 
who was on the committee until May 2025 and to Geoff Topliss who co-ordinates the 
essential work associated with distribution of LINK when the magazines are received 
from the printers. 

I’m proud of our achievements over many years, delighted to have had the 
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opportunity to meet up regularly with wonderful people on the committee and wish all 
the best to Paul Simpson and his team in the continuation of your village magazine. 

From your new LINK Chairman, Paul Simpson 
Firstly, a big thank you to Paul and the current committee for their tireless work over 
a combined 145 years to produce the LINK. Your team is going to be a tough act to 
follow. I hope that villagers recognize all the hard work you have put in. I certainly 
have. When we moved to Bugbrooke in 1998 I was struck by the professionalism of 
the LINK and it remains one of the things I look forward to reading as it drops onto 
the mat six times a year. 

Now, you can't replace over a century of experience overnight and I'm asking 
everyone to have some patience as we find our feet. To all the wonderful people who 
provide details of events both past and future, please keep it coming. To our 
advertisers, your money helps to keep village residents updated on what's happening 
in Bugbrooke. We will be looking to provide added value for your advertising and a 
blended approach to print and online media in future. 

Parish Council Report  
The biggest issue facing the Village still continues to be the closure of the bridge on 
Gayton Rd (Tin Bridge). Currently Network Rail are awaiting input from WNC on 
personnel involved in the project and some finer details. However once these are 
agreed then there is the matter of finance, the largest element is the access road 
either side owned by WNC who will be expected to finance the majority of the project 
since damage to the bridge itself is minimal. 

Work has commenced on Captains Close which is owned by the Council and 
needs quite a lot doing to it but ultimately will be a great asset for the village in 
perpetuity. The old metal fence along the North side has been removed and a new 
repurposed metal fence installed. It is hoped to graze some sheep in there soon 
which will manage the grass. The wall on the south side is in a poor state of repair 
but will be done when funds allow.  

The grit bin at the top of Birds Hill has been adopted by the Parish Council and 
has been filled with grit ready for deployment. If you are ever unlucky enough to be 
stuck on Birds Hill during the Winter it is there for your use. 

As ever if you spot any issues around village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.gov.uk so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Bugbrooke Community Resilience Team 
Bugbrooke Canal Embankment 
Following the Llangollen Canal breach in December 2025 the Bugbrooke Community 
Resilience Group (BCRG) decided to investigate the risks associated with the Grand 
Union Canal (GRC) passing close by the village. The height of the embankment and 
the long distance between locks (the pound) exacerbate the potential risks for flood 
in the event of a breach of the canal. 

On Monday 27th April Paul Simpson and Martyn Ireson, two Flood Wardens 
from the BCRG met with a Regional Engineer for the Canal and River Trust (CRT). 
Our aim for the meeting was to better understand CRT’s view of the flood risk 

mailto:parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.g
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associated with the canal and what the CRT is doing to manage the risks.  
CRT manages assets, using a three-stage inspection process. 
The Principal Inspection (PI) is a detailed inspection carried out by an Engineer to 
define the condition of the asset. The inspection frequency is 6-24 years depending 
upon the type of asset, it's condition and consequence of failure. The Bugbrooke 
embankment is on a 10 year PI cycle. A PI will include an assessment of the severity 
and extent of the defects in each element of the structure. 

CRT also carries out General Inspections (GI) - undertaken by a certificated, 
trained inspector from the Engineering Team to monitor degradation between PIs 
and to provide up to date information on the physical condition of all visible elements. 
They are undertaken on a frequency of 2-4 years. 

Additionally, Service and Safety Inspections (SSI) are undertaken by a trained 
and certificated Asset Inspector, on a bimonthly basis in Bugbrooke. SSIs are a key 
part of the CRT's risk management. They consist of walking the ‘track’, and record 
any significant changes on the embankment and raise and / or update Fault, Defect 
& Condition. They can also request another GI or PI if they have any safety concerns 
or they have noticed significant change. 

For all high risk sites, including Bugbrooke embankment, CRT has prepared 
emergency plans that are available to all CRT staff including the out of hours team, 
and can be implemented through their framework contractors (currently Keir) in the 
event of an emergency. 

CRT also has remote 24/7 water level monitoring across the canal network and 
on the pound that includes Bugbrooke embankment (referred to as the Stowe Hill 
Pound). The monitoring system will send a message to the duty officer, with an 
automatic escalation if the alarm is not acknowledged, to enable the CRT to 
intervene in the event of an issue. For example, on the BCRG will be adding details 
of the CRT controls, the mitigation measures and any monitoring we can provide to 
support the CRT to our own emergency response plans and our own periodic 
inspections. 
Paul Simpson 

Carers Cafe 
TLC - Tea Love and Cake plus a warm welcome is still being served up at Bugbrooke 
Carers Cafe held in the Community Cafe on Church Lane, Bugbrooke. With 
continued support from all of our local teams who come to listen, advise and help to 
put your needs into action! We also like to have fun and March gave us Bingo. April a 
very lovely Afternoon Tea. May showed yet again how laughter is the best medicine. 
We were delighted to welcome Gail Stuart who came to give us an insight on being 
the daughter of John Eric Bartholomew or as we (of a certain age) all know and love, 
Eric Morecambe. Can you believe Eric would have been 100 on the 14th of May. Gail 
was an amazing speaker and she like her father brought us sunshine, a smile and a 
lot of happiness. 

In June we will be stretching it out with some chair yoga. 
Remember while caring for anyone with mental or physical challenges however 

difficult it sounds you need time to re-set re-charge and time to take a breath. That is 
where we come in on the first Thursday of every month. Do pop in for TLC! 

Any queries please contact : 
Chris Carter 
 hellobcl@yahoo.com 

mailto:hellobcl@yahoo.com
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Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  
This report was written for the 2026 Parish Meeting and we thought it worth sharing 
to wider audience. 

March 2026 marks the 4th anniversary of BEWG and we are pleased to end this 
12 month period with the group still going strong. We were glad to welcome Paul 
Simpson to the group following his election to the Parish Council. One of our existing 
members, Liz Coppard, was also successful in being elected to the Parish Council, 
whilst BEWG founder members Cllrs Clare Slater and Jane Wood were re-elected. 
This year we were sorry to say goodbye to our former Chair, Sue Redley. Her 
contribution to the group was invaluable. 

BEWG meets at the Community Centre bi-monthly to plan our regular 
programme of activities. Our meetings are open to anyone who wants to find out 
more about what we do. Our next meeting is on Wednesday 6 May, 7.30pm at the 
Community Centre. 

This year we organised 6 village litter picks, removing a total of around 40 sacks 
of litter and various random dumped items from Bugbrooke’s streets and green 
spaces. We really appreciate the work of all our volunteer litter-pickers, and also the 
support we get from West Northants Council, who come and pick up what we collect 
for disposal.  This is the litter pick schedule for the rest of 2026. 

 

 
 
BEWG is also continuing to work with the Parish Council’s mowing contractor, 

Peter Warden, on carrying out its Grassland Management Plan. Since 2023 we have 
adopted an approach of leaving 5 (now 4) grassy areas in the village to grow long 
through the summer. When the grass is cut in late July/early August we work hard to 
rake up and remove the clippings (more help always needed!). This prevents the cut 
grass from rotting down into the soil, thereby making the conditions more suitable for 
a range of wild flowers which prefer soil less rich in nutrients. This is a long term 
strategy which will take time to show results in terms of more diverse plants on the 
sites, but we know it is already helping wildlife in a small way by providing shade, 
shelter and food for various creatures. 

We weren’t able to hold one of our very popular Air Ambulance Donation Days 
in 2025, as due to restructuring the Air Ambulance charity wasn’t able to take the 
donations. We are very happy that this is now sorted out and we had a Donation Day 
on Friday 17th April, when BEWG members were at the Community Centre from 
10am until 4pm to take clean, good quality clothes and household items on behalf of 
the Air Ambulance. Since starting these events a couple of years ago, we have 
enabled local people to pass on tons of surplus items to find a new home and raise 
money for a great cause. 

Date Meeting point 

Sunday 5 July 2026 Sunday School 

Sunday 6 September 2026 Camp Hill/Pound 

Sunday 1 November 2026 Outside Campion 
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As well as these very practical activities in the village, BEWG is also working 
with the wider community across the local area to make sure we are both taking 
action to reduce our contribution to the greenhouse gas emissions that cause climate 
change, and better prepared for the effects of climate change which we are already 
seeing. Cllr Paul Simpson has taken on the new role of Climate and Nature 
Champion for Bugbrooke, and regularly reports back to us on the training and 
information he receives. BEWG has recently joined with climate and wildlife groups 
from Heyford and Flore to form the Upper Nene Valley Wildlife Group, with the 
intention of creating a wildlife corridor along the River Nene. This is timed to coincide 
with the publication of West Northamptonshire Council’s Local Nature Recovery 
Strategy later this year, which is designed to provide local groups like ours with tools 
and information to develop nature recovery projects. 

We write regular articles for the LINK, both to keep local people updated on 
what we are doing, and also to share information about climate change and nature 
recovery. 

Finally, we are working on calculating the Parish Council’s own carbon footprint, 
in order to identify where the council can cut emissions and save money at the same 
time. The emissions of Bugbrooke Parish Council are of course very minor compared 
to national and global figures, however slowing down and maybe eventually 
reversing climate change will require everyone to play their part. 

If you’d like to get more involved with the Environment Group, we hold regular 
meetings every second month on the first Wednesday. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 1 July, 7.30pm at the Community Centre. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la res la te r .bpc@gm ai l . com )  and  J ane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Bowls has a long history in all its various forms and has always provided 
entertainment and a challenge whatever type of game or level of play. The idea of 
the sport is simple enough – roll a bowl along and get it to stop as near the object ball 
as possible. The reality is that the other team is attempting to do the same so it can 
be exciting, frustrating, rewarding, unexpected and certainly worth experiencing by 
everyone. 

In May we’ve played friendly matches with clubs from the local area and further 
afield at weekends or on Wednesdays; taken part in the Northants’ Triples League 
on Monday evenings, as well as our club triples competition on Thursday evenings. 

We started our ‘roll-up’ evenings on 12 May; these open sessions are from 6 pm 
each Tuesday from May to September, with a drink and chat afterwards. All are 
welcome to join as social members and attend the ‘roll-up’ sessions, which is a super 
way of having a go as an introduction to bowls or to improve your game. 

As a group, we’re continuing the hard work to maintain and enhance the 
facilities and the support we offer at Bugbrooke Bowls Club for new players. Please 
get in touch with me if you would like further information about the club and 
membership (full, novice, junior and social options are available). 
Paul Cockcroft 
01604 831688 

mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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Bowls Club  Trophy Winners 2025 

 Robin Frost, Charles Raymond, Maurice New,; Tom Fuins and Graham Collins 
Geoff Rooke and Steve Alderman; Chris Carter and Bob Mackintosh; Dave 
Francis; Ally Smith  
 

Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group  
Bugbrooke and Harpole Scout Group has continued to grow in numbers for all 
sections and in September opened a squirrel drey for boys and girls aged 4-6 years 
of age. 2026 is a big year for scouting with cubs being 110 years, beavers 40 years 
and squirrels 5 years old. The scout group has just held its annual Easter egg hunt in 
the millennium green with over 100 Easter egg hunters despite the weather not being 
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good. We would like to thank all who came along and it was lovely to see so many 
children having fun  
Squirrels  
This section was opened in September 2026 for ages 4-6 years. Currently this is our 
smaller section in numbers but have been very active. Like all other sections 
squirrels have badges they can earn and a programme developed so that they can 
achieve this. They have already obtained their space badge and have taken part in 
lots of different activities. They 
have taken part in some 
experiments to make erupting 
volcanos and made clay out of 
shaving foam and corn starch. 
They really enjoyed the indoor 
axe throwing and have made 
polar bear biscuits and reindeer 
food and enjoyed a Christmas 
party. Weather permitting, they 
have been outs ide  and 
completed a nature scavenger hunt, a hike, star gazing and took part in litter picking. 
For Mother’s Day they made some salt dough and decorated it and also made cards 
for their mums. All meetings end with a story and some games. The summer term is 
already planned with lots of outdoor activities and linking up with Weedon squirrels 
for some of the meetings.  
Beavers  
The beaver section has grown in numbers and is now meeting separately to the 
cubs. The beavers have also completed a litter pick around the village, an activity 
they always like doing and choose to do. Some of 
them attended a camp at John Lowther in 
September with the others attending for the day. 
They all had the opportunity to do air rifle shooting, 
archery, axe throwing, bouldering and the climbing 
wall and indoor tunnelling as well as the obstacle 
course, den building and peddle go karts. Some of 
them also attended a district beaver day at 
Gullivers land in Milton Keynes which they all said 
was great fun. 

One of their favourite activities in the summer 
was visiting Stoke Bruerne, helping open the locks 
and pond dipping. In the autumn term they 
completed their cyclist badge, learnt about 
remembrance and paraded to the remembrance 
service at the church. They also learnt about 
firework safety and ended the term with a 
Christmas party where they got to dress leaders up 
as Christmas trees.  

In January beavers had a space camp in the 
hut and invited beavers from Weedon and Woodford Halse to join them. They all 
completed various space themed activities and learnt about the planets. They build a 
space station from cardboard boxes to sleep in and also ate space food. Beavers 
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made cards for mothers day and invited their mums to the hut where they decorated 
biscuits with their mums and entertained them with a campfire skit and campfire 
songs and ended up in a singing competition. Plans for the summer term include a 
district camp and many outdoor activities.  
Cubs  
Cubs have also increased their numbers. Last year they had the opportunity to join a 
district activity day where they got to take part in archery, stand up paddle boarding 
and raft building which they then floated and paddled around the lake. There is a 
district camp in June at Blackwell scout adventure centre which some will be taking 
part in and plans for a spy camp in the hut later on this year. In the summer they also 
visited Stoke Bruerne with the beavers and helped with the locks and enjoyed pond 
dipping and also helped with the litter picking.  

They also learnt about remembrance 
and paraded to the church with the beavers 
and scouts as well as the guide groups. They 
all made Christmas decorations and enjoyed 
the Christmas party with the beavers at the 
hut. They have been busy completing badge 
work and have achieved their fire safety, 
home safety and road safety badges. In 
January they invited Ron Elder, the 
Northampton bagpiper, along to their meeting 
and learnt about Burns night and the 
bagpipes. They played musical statues to the 
bagpipes and ended the evening singing Auld 
Lang Syne. For Mothers Day they decorated tiles and also invited their mothers to 
the hut for an evening of fun and entertainment, singing and competition. We are 
looking forward to the lighter evenings and better weather so we can enjoy outdoor 
activities.  
Scouts  
Scouts enjoyed the district camp last year at Blackwell adventure centre where they 
got to try activities such as the giant swing, zip wire, climbing wall, crate stacking, 
orienteering and grass sledging. They also participated in the district raft race at 
Daventry country park where they had to build their own raft (no adult help allowed) 
and race against the other scout groups from Daventry district. They joined the 
beavers at John Lowther for the activity day and tried their hands at air rifle shooting, 
axe throwing, archery, the climbing wall, indoor tunnelling and den building, they also 
had a go on the peddle go karts and 
helped push the younger sections 
around the track. Despite the weather 
and dark evenings, the scouts have 
enjoyed many outdoor activities 
including hikes, cooking (both indoor 
and outdoor), and in March a sleepout 
in cardboard boxes to help the 
homeless where they far exceeded 
their target of raising £500 and raised 
£1500. The last meeting of the spring 
term saw them giving the cheque to 
the Hope centre where it will provide 
food and shelter for 70 homeless for 2 
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days. They also made their own Easter eggs which I’m sure they will enjoy eating.  
Plans for next term include dragon boat racing and a narrow boat expedition.  
Squirrels Thursdays 5.15pm-6.15pm ages 4-6 years  
Beavers Mondays 5.30pm-6.30pm  
Cubs Mondays 6.45pm-8.15 pm  
Scouts Tuesdays 7pm-8.30pm  

For more information, please contact Sue on 07512765034 or email 
bugbrookescoutgroup@gmail.com  
We also have a Facebook page Bugbrooke and Harpole scout group if you would 
like to see the group in action.  

Nature Notes 
It is now a full year since I took over writing the nature notes. Am I in danger of 
largely repeating myself from now on? Maybe, but looking back over the past articles 
I see that there is much I haven’t mentioned yet. There are still moles to talk about, 
and badgers - most of the characters we know from Wind in the Willows in fact. Sadly 
one of those, the water vole (“Ratty” in the story), is a creature we are unlikely to 
encounter here at present. When we first came to Bugbrooke in the 1970’s you could 
often see them by the brook or canal, or maybe just hear them plop gently into the 
water. However the species suffered a catastrophic decline in numbers, commonly 
blamed on predation by escaped American mink. The good news is that numbers are 
now recovering, thanks in large part to various conservation efforts. So maybe it 
won’t be too long before we see these engaging little rodents round Bugbrooke 
again. 

As for moles we know they are there, just look at the mole hills on Millennium 
Green; but as they spend nearly all their lives underground you rarely see one. And if 
you do, their little velvety black bodies look so vulnerable. 

Badgers of course have become a sort of mascot for Bugbrooke. This stems 
from a doubtful connection between the 
way the village name is spelt in the 
Domesday Book - Buchebroc and the 
traditional country name of Brock for a 
badger. Be that as it may, there are 
certainly badgers around Bugbrooke, 
though being largely nocturnal and shy, 
they are very rarely seen. I have never 
seen one here, though my son did a few 
years ago. It was in the daytime too, 
while he as walking the dog not far from 
the Mill. Badgers live in underground 
networks of passages and chambers 
called setts. There are probably several 
such setts in our surrounding 
countryside. Evidence of one can 
definitely be seen in the bank by the towpath between here and Nether Heyford. 

Talking of the canal towpath reminds me that a few weeks ago, in the opposite 
direction near Bird’s hill, I saw a lone greylag goose on the canal. I have quite often 
seen the commoner, though non-native, Canada geese in that vicinity, but not 
greylags. Though I have in the past seen them by the river near the Mill – where more 
recently I saw a cormorant fly up from the water. And today I have seen a heron (a 
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grey heron to be precise) not far from where I saw the greylag goose. 
Geoff Topliss told me the other day that he was delighted to have a song thrush 

back in his garden. He said he used to have them regularly, but not for the last few 
years. I must admit I haven’t seen, or heard, as many round the village as there used 
to be.  

We are of course now in the main nesting period for birds. Can I please 
therefore put out a plea to everyone to delay any serious hedge cutting till at least 
late August, so as not to disturb any nests (and just because you can’t see any 
doesn’t mean they are not there).  
Now a word of apology: in the last issue I said the best time for bluebells was the 
beginning of May. Well that’s when I’m writing this, and they are definitely now past 
their best. In Everdon Stubbs they were wonderful more than a fortnight ago. 
Everything is early this year, but the bluebells seem to have been especially so. 

Finally, here are few things to look out for in June and July: dog roses flowering 
in the hedges, willowherb on the canal embarkment and meadowsweet by the water. 
And in the skies, swallows, martins and swifts on the wing. Hang on – didn’t I use a 
very similar phrase last year? 
Jim Inch 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
We will be holding our annual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz at the Community Centre 
on Friday 10th July, doors opening at 7.00pm for a prompt start of the quiz at 7.30pm. 
The Quiz will be based on teams of 4 to 6. Tickets will cost £15 per person and are 
available from me and Brenda at 16A High Street (tel 01604 830933) or Teresa 
Garlic (tel 07734 945648). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 6th 
July, since we need to order the fish and chips (or the other options of sausage or 
vegetarian) beforehand. Please note there will be no bar. Instead we are asking 
people to bring their own drinks (and whatever glasses they require). It will also be 
helpful if they bring their own cutlery. As usual our quizmasters are the winners from 
last year. It promises to be a great evening. 

Back in March we held a Spring Craft Fayre in the Church. It was the Saturday 
before Mothering Sunday. All went well and we made £695 for our funds. Thanks to 
everyone involved. 

We still intend to have our usual Autumn Craft Fayre, which should be on 14th 
November. 

A reminder that we are a charity whose purpose is to raise funds to keep the 
village’s historic church in repair. There is no need to be a church goer to become a 
member. Membership costs just £5 a year per person. If you are interested in 

becoming a member, please contact me or our Treasurer Peter Barton (tel 07969 

737252). 
Jim Inch    

Bugbrooke Family Morning (a mums’ and tots’ group) 
Bugbrooke Family Morning opens its doors to children from birth to school age and 
their carers to come along to play and meet others.  Mums, dads, grandparents and 
childminders are all welcome to come along. It is a great place for new parents or 
those new to the village with pre-school children, to meet others and make friends. 
We offer refreshments for all, and we just ask for a small donation towards costs. 
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We have a variety of toys to play with and also painting and playdough to 
entertain the children. There is a floor mat area for the smaller children to play on. 

We are open on Thursday mornings during term-time in the old Sunday School 
(the building also used by the Community Café), Church Lane, from 8.50 am to 11 
am. Look us up on Facebook. 

This is run by volunteers: Gerry, Marilyn, Anne and Sheila and Peter, who helps 
with the heavy lifting. 
Gerry Clarke 

Bugbrooke Strollers 
During April the Bugbrooke Strollers enjoyed walks around Everdon Stubbs and 
surrounding area, also a route circling Greens Norton taking in the Pocket Park. 

Carol French 

Bugbrooke Millennium Green Trust 
In recent years, several additional trees have been planted and, although extreme 
weather has meant that some have needed daily attention for prolonged periods, all 
have survived and are now thriving.  

The Trust were happy to receive a bequest of £5,000 from Trevor Browne. In 
life, Trevor was an active supporter of the Millennium Green; and we already have a 
legacy from him in the leaf mould containers that he built for us many years ago. 
Initial thoughts are to hold this money towards the significant costs of upgrading the 
paths to make them more accessible to wheelchair and pushchair users. 

The daffodils provided an impressive display this year (see photograph on front 
cover). Some gaps have recently appeared along Trent Valley Way (the squirrels are 
among the suspects here), and photographs have been taken to guide the bulb 
planting session planned for the Autumn. 
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The annual grant awarded by the Parish Council is much appreciated. It is used 

for the upkeep and general maintenance of the Green as well as essential risk 
management and vital work on the trees. 

Many thanks to all the Trust members, who are always willing to undertake the 
seasonal and other chores to ensure the Millennium Green remains an asset to the 
community. As with many other voluntary bodies, the average age of the trustees is 
increasing. New, enthusiastic (and younger) members would be welcomed.  
David Harries  

Bugbroooke WI  
Once again we have a new programme for the year, which will have something to 
suit  women of all ages, whatever their interests. 

  In March we had our AGM, followed by a presentation by David Askew on  
Northampton Walks. David’s monthly group walks offer the ability for people to get 
out and meet others to enjoy fresh air and exercise. 

   In April, Lisa Shepherd from The Bluetits talked about the health benefits of 
open water swimming. People  of all ages are enjoying this pursuit nationwide. 
Future meetings in 2026. 
May 11th 7.30pm, Resolutions with Harpole WI, followed by Flower Arranging 
demonstrated by Kate Gardener. 
June 1st 7.30pm, Talk on the art of CPR by a member of  John’s  Ambulance. 
July 6th 7.30pm, Members’ Night, organised by committee members instead of the  . 
August 3rd, August outing, TBC 
September 7th 7.30pm, Bletchley Park, by Michael Kushner. 
October 5th 7.30pm, Brave Marauders, ‘Our Heritage in Song.’ 
November 2nd 7.30pm, ‘Move it or lose it,’ demonstration by Sharon Tee. 
December 7th 7.30pm Wreath making with Jane Causebrook. 

   Bugbrooke WI meetings are usually on the first Monday of every month at 
7.30pm, unless otherwise stated, at Bugbrooke St  Michael’s Football Club. There is 
a small charge for guests. Our Lunch Club  meets  regularly  at local restaurants and 
we enjoy  crafting, but mainly chatter, at Crafty Chatter once a month. 

   For further information please contact Val Bailey, our President, on 
07941070917. 
Jennie Thomas 

The Wednesday Club 
In March our meetings included a trip down memory lane with speaker Polly Feasley 
who talked about growing up in the 1950's and bought along some interesting 
nostalgic items for us to examine and reminisce over. 

In April our members and helpers enjoyed an excellent Easter lunch cooked by 
Julia and lively entertainment including some sing along tunes provided by Three in 
Accord.   

We meet on alternate Wednesdays in the Sunday School room (Community 
Cafe) and have a varied programme of talks, quizzes, and summer and winter trips 
with lunch or afternoon tea. 

New members are always welcome and if you would like more information 
please phone Linda on 01604 831219 or Shirley on 01604 830671. 
Shirley Richards 
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Badgers Classic and Sports Car Group 
It has been a while since my last report in the LINK but as you may have noticed our 
members have been sending in articles about their own pride of ownership in classic 
cars and classic motor bikes. Their stories about ownership of classics have been 
varied with the likes of old MGs a Panther motor bike and an ex military Land Rover 
featuring just to start. This shows what an all inclusive and diverse group that we are 
with lots of classic marques being represented. We hope you find these articles of 
some interest with more to follow and will continue to contribute these to the LINK                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
for your interest. 

 With the spring and summer months upon us the main classic car and bike 
season is once again in full flow. We have many shows and events under 
consideration as a group and have planned our programme up until the end of July. 
By the time this goes to press we should have taken part in national drive it day 
raising funds for the NSPCC. We are going to Industry Supplies cafe at Nether 
Heyford on the drive it day. This cafe  is worth a visit if you are out and about. The 
group is also aiming to have up to ten cars out at Leamington Spa for Cars at the 
Spa. The show is organised by the Leamington Rotory Club raising lots of money for 
charity. The event is on the 21st of June and is held in the main park at Leamington 
next to the old Victorian pump house and museum. This should be a good day out 
and open to the public free of charge with music entertainment during the day. We 
are also supporting the Church Fete once again this year following on from attending 
for the first time last year. 

 Once again the Rugby Club is hosting us on 22nd of July from 7pm onwards 
this will give villagers the chance to learn more about our group, we should have 
quite a few classic cars and bikes out for the social evening and the bar will be open. 
Please come along we would be pleased to see you there. There are always lots of 
events coming up with too many to list in this article without filling up all the pages in 
the LINK- long may the publication continue in the future. 

 We hold our group meetings on a monthly basis rotating around the village 
public houses, with a view to supporting these venues. If you would like attend any of 
these meetings you would be most welcome, either visit our face book page for 
details Badgers classic and sports car group or contact me by 
email tonyin@mail.com for all our updates. 
Tony Inwood  
Badgers classic and sports car group 
 
Burlington Bertie 
I'd like to introduce you to 
'Bertie' (the Beast). Some of you 
may have seen Bertie at last year's 
fete or at the Badgers Classic and 
Sports Car Group event held at the 
Rugby Club, both held last year. 
You may even have seen Bertie 
bobbing about around the village or 
(rarely) further afield. I'm sure that, 
for most, Bertie is the first Burlington 
Berretta you have seen. Do stop me 

mailto:tonyin@mail.com
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and tell me if it's not. 
Bertie is what they call a 'Bitsa' 

car; it’s made of bitsa this, and bitsa 
that! It's a kit car, and the bodywork 
is mainly marine plywood with an 
aluminium skin. Bertie looks like a 
1950s sportscar but was actually 
built in the 1980s and the 
mechanical parts are mainly from 
1960s family saloons: Triumph 
Herald front and rear suspension 
and a Ford Escort engine and 
gearbox. The wheels are from a 
1960s Triumph sports car and the 
headights are from a 1930s Ford 
truck. 

Bertie must have had an 
interesting earlier life because, just 
after the pandemic, the previous 
owners bought the car in Kent and 
took it to South Wales in two large 
aggregate bags to begin a rebuild. 

Fast forward to 2024 and I'd 
been following Bertie's rebuild on 
Facebook with the aim of getting 
some good tips for a Burlington build 
of my own. I have loved the cars 

ever since I saw an original 
advert in the 1980s. I saw Bertie 
restored and return to the road 
and was surprised and delighted 
when the owners decided to sell. 
After a quick visit to South Wales 
for a viewing I became Bertie's 
new owner and brought the car 
back to Bugbrooke. 
It's not all plain sailing being a 
Burlington owner; you don't get 

modern equipment like air con and there is no windscreen or roof to keep the rain off. 
What you do get is fun classic open-air motoring. They say you can tell a happy 
Burlington owner as they all have flies in their teeth! 

This summer expect to see Bertie return to the car show scene and I hope to 
see Bugbrooke residents at return visits to the fete and the second Badgers Classic 
and Sports Car Group event to be held again at the Rugby Club in July. 
Paul Simpson 
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 Bugbrooke Chapel 
Craft Fair at Bugbrooke Chapel  
Saturday 4th July 2-5pm  

For the 2nd year running, all are 
welcome to enjoy an afternoon of crafts 
at the Chapel on the High Street.  This 
wil l  a lso include a raff le and 
refreshments. 

Some of these pictures are of the 
Craft Fair of 2025. 

 

 

 

 

Cherry Fay Pilcher. 3.7.1933 – 2.4.2026 
On Saturday 9th May we had a tea for Cherry in the church to 
commemorate her life here in Bugbrooke. She had arranged for 
a Pure Cremation as she said she ‘wanted no fuss’! That was 
Cherry!   

Over 50 of her friends from a wide range of organisations 
including, Church, Flower Club, Community Café, the Chapel, 
U3A, W.I. and the Wednesday club, gathered to remember her, 
some giving amusing and moving tributes. 

She touched so many people’s lives through her interests 
but especially through the flower/gift shop she opened in the 
village with her close friend Rene Scarsbrooke and which she 
continued running alone after Rene’s death until ill health forced her to give up at the 
age of 76yrs. She had so many interests and could always be called upon to help out 
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at village activities, she ran the plant stall at the village fete for many years. 
She loved her animals, both cats and dogs and through generous contributions 

received I have been able to donate £100 to both the Battersea Dogs and Cats 
Home and the Cats Protection League. Thank you to all who participated. 

For me, a relative newcomer to the village (I’ve only lived here approx. 20 
years), she became a good friend, witty, wise and a good listener.  She will be 
greatly missed. 
Maureen Hale  

Bugbrooke Brownies & Guides 
This term the Brownies are working on their Be Well theme which includes learning 
some basic first aid and completing their Safety Interest badge. They have also 
joined a Girl Guiding event at Hideaway Farm for an Alpaca Experience. The 
weather was glorious and we had a brilliant time meeting the alpacas, doing a craft 
activity, a scavenger hunt in the woods and toasting marshmallows. Our term will 
finish with a party to celebrate our 100th anniversary! 

The Guides are working on their Take Action theme this term and in support of 
the community have had a session cleaning the Church and assisted with delivering 
Christian Aid envelopes around the village. The have also worked on their creative 
skills sewing headbands, modge podging and lantern making. They will also be 
practising how to put up a tent, in preparation for a weekend camp in July. 

   

 
 
 
 
 
 
Both Brownies and Guides have helped to put together a design for a badge for 

our 100th anniversary celebrations.  Brownies turns 100 in July 2026 and Guides in 
February 2027.  There is to be a joint celebration on 26th September.  Look out for 
further details, all past members of Girl Guiding are invited! 

If you would like details of Bugbrooke Brownies or Guides please email us at  
bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com  or 1stbugbrookeguides@gmail.com 

Alpaca Experience, 
April ‘26 

mailto:bugbrookebrownies@gmail.com
mailto:1stbugbrookeguides@gmail.com
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Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our June meeting is a visit to Barnsdale Gardens. We will be back in Nether Heyford 
Village Hall on 27th July when Mark Entwistle will present ‘How to be a Diva’. This is 
an Open Meeting - members £5, non members £10. No tickets, pay at the door. 

Bugbrooke Flower Club was founded in 1974. For over 50 years many people 
have enjoyed relaxed evenings in the Church Rooms Bugbrooke and more recently 
in Nether Heyford Village Hall. Alongside the meetings there have been many visits 
to lovely gardens and flower festivals, social evenings. We have consumed gallons of 
tea and coffee as well as a few glasses of celebratory bubbles and eaten lots of 
biscuits and delicious cakes. If this sounds good to you do come along on the 4th 
Monday of each month. We are a friendly club and you can be sure of a warm 
welcome. 
Jane Barker 

History Group 
Our history group meeting was held in March on zoom.. Our speaker was Dr Michael 
Curtis, subject:- Roman Northamptonshire. 

The Nene Valley would have had clusters of farmsteads, round houses 
gradually appearing creating a tribal society. There was a heavy concentration of Iron 
Age coinage along the Nene Valley (a territorial boundary). 
Bannaventa Villa at Whilton, an enclosed site was late Iron Age. 

The Battle of Watling Street 60/61 CE. Troops led by Boudicca took on the 
Romans. The actual location of the battle is unknown. 

Regions in the area consisted of:- Trading centres, an admin centre. Cultural 
activities, possibly a theatre and a centre for religion. 

Roadside settlements were resting places creating a safe environment. 
Large mansions had bedrooms, dining areas with mosaic floors. 
The buildings in Towcester created an impressive settlement. 

Roman villas were thought to be ‘grand places’. Simple buildings to begin with, 
wings added either side later. 

Courtyard style properties were thought to be owned by rich Roman officials. 
There have been Roman villas excavated at Piddington and Cottesbrooke. 
New evidence is always emerging as advanced archaeological excavations take 
place. All this has aided us to know more about Northamptonshire in Roman times. 
Pat Grant 

 
Our next 3 meetings will be at the Community Centre in July and September 
July 15th: Polly Feeley will talk about music in the 60s 
September 16th Peter Clarke is talking about the discovery and development of 

radar which happened locally. 
You are welcome to join us at any of these meetings £5.00 per meeting or 

£10.00 for the year and they start at 7.30pm. 
After September the meetings return to Zoom. 
There are plenty of historic sites and houses to visit in this area. Have a 

wonderful summer. 
Pat Kent - secretary  email frksp6@gmail.com   tel 01604830518 
 

mailto:frksp6@gmail.com
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Diary  

June   

1 19:30 Bugbrooke WI - Talk on the art of CPR - John’s Ambulance. ⚽ 

4 14:00 Carers Cafe SS 

8 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

10 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

15 14:00 U3A CC 

22 19:30 Flower Society - Barnsdale Garden  

24 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

July   

1 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group CC 

2 14:00 Carers Cafe SS 

4 14:00 Craft Fair    

5 14:00 Village Litter Pick meeting at the Sunday School Rooms SS 

6 19:30 Bugbrooke WI - Members’ Night ⚽ 

8 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

10 19:00 Friends of St Michaels - Fish & Chip Supper and Quiz CC 

13 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

15 19:30 History Group - Polly Feeley will talk about music in the 60s  CC 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

22 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

27 19:30 Flower Society - Mark Entwistle - ‘How to be a Diva’ NHVH 

August   

3 19:30 Bugbrooke WI - Outing TBC ⚽ 

6 14:00 Carers Cafe SS 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

  - Bugbrooke Chapel CC - Community Centre   ⚽ - Football Club,  
NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 

 

Community Living Rooms:  

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (Not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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