
  

 

April 2026             www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 



2 

 



3 

 

 

Published bi-monthly. Circulated free to every household within the Parish 
boundary of Bugbrooke. The “LINK” Management Committee is elected in 
accordance with the Constitution and Rules at the AGM in May. 

Chairman 
Treasurer/Vice Chairman 
Production & Website 
Advertising 
Adverts Production 
E-mail to  
Web site address 
Deadline for June issue 

Paul Cockcroft, 31 Pilgrims Lane 
Jim Inch, 16a High Street 
Geoff Cooke, 1 Browns Yard 
Sheila Willmore, 31 Oaklands 
Gwynneth White, 1 Homestead Drive 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com 
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 
4th May 2026 

Whilst we check the information for grammar and spelling on articles supplied by 
our contributors, the LINK magazine can accept no responsibility for errors or 
omissions in the factual content of the information. 

The views expressed in these articles are those of the contributors and are 
not necessarily shared by the LINK Management Committee.  

Advertisements are used to fund the LINK, and their services are not 
necessarily  endorsed by the LINK Management Committee. 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 257), April 2026 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

 

There’s a really interesting mix of articles in this issue 

with signs of Spring and the long-awaited start of the 

cricket and bowls seasons. There’s loads of reasons and 

opportunities to get out of your house and involved with 

village activities, so read on for ideas. 

We’ve decided to use a picture of the Bugbrooke allotments as our front 

cover and for those who are interested there are plots available and details in the 

article (on page 17) about who to contact. If you don’t want to get your hands 

dirty there are plenty of other clubs and societies to join. 

As a committee, our final AGM is on Thursday 07 May 2026 at 7 pm in the 

committee room of the Bugbrooke Community Centre. We will be producing the 

June 2026 LINK even though we would then be no longer committee members. 

A working group has been set up to put in place a replacement committee 

and with a lot of effort and goodwill from volunteers, contributors and advertisers 

I’m hoping that you will continue to see LINK arriving through your door for years 
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to come. If you want to help directly on a replacement committee, please contact 

us on bugbrookelink@gmail.com.  

Bugbrooke Parish Council Report 
The biggest issue facing the village still continues to be the closure of the bridge on 
Gayton Rd (Tin Bridge). The Cabinet Member for Highways attended our January 
meeting to update us on the progress of this project. It would appear that we are 
awaiting Network Rail to agree the proposal before costings can be gained, so we 
are still in a waiting game. 

I had a meeting with Mulberry Homes, a developer from the Rugby area, with an 
outline plan for some 200 houses to the East of Campion school. This was very 
much a preliminary discussion, and they will now draw up plans and submit to WNC 
and it will go through the planning system with consultation at all stages. The site will 
include parking provision for drop off/pick up for Campion which would relieve peak 
time congestion that occurs currently. A third of the site would be green open space 
and there will be provision of affordable homes. Also discussed was the possibility of 
a retail unit within the development. Early days but I would expect an outline plan to 
be submitted to  WNC in a few months time. 

Our PCSO has now gained an extra village of Harpole which she will look after 
alongside Bugbrooke and Nether Heyford. That means her time will be equally 
distributed over the three villages and Bugbrooke will now pay one third as opposed 
to two thirds of her cost as we have done in the past. This new arrangement will 
commence from 1st April.  

The Council have been asked to comment on a footpath diversion. This 
involves what is commonly known as Smiths Lane off of the High Street, where KD16 
goes left next to the farm and goes across two fields. KD32 which is a bridleway 
goes to the right but isn’t joined at the top. This diversion would mean first part of 
KD16 would be extinguished but KD32 would turn left at top and rejoin KD16, a route 
most people take. The PC are in favour of this change. 

As ever if you spot any issues around the village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

 
Bugbrooke History Group 
Our first zoom meeting of 2026 was held on Wednesday 21st January. Our speaker 
was Geoff Cooke. Talk: A different perspective on Canons Ashby. 

Geoff began by explaining that he would be showing us several things that 
maybe haven’t been seen by visitors previously. 

The Dryden family have been there since 1551, Tudor times. The property was 
modernised in 1710 into Baroque style which meant that many Tudor items were 
lost. John Dryden started at the farmhouse and developed the house around it. 
Entering into the Great Hall there are many doorways that ‘go nowhere’. The present 
day hall is mostly Edward’s work. The soldier board (dummy boards) from 1700’s. 
These were very fashionable during the reign of George 1. 

The dining room, a very comfortable room, many of the renovations made by 
Edward 1710-1717, notably the windows. Heading from the dining room to the ‘Book 
room’, previously the snooker room. A ‘Transfer of  Land’ is displayed. 

The room known as ‘The painted parlour’ followed on next. A small stone bird 
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bath can be seen from the window. Large stone fonts had been ‘out of favour’ with 
the Puritans, small bowls were used instead. Larger, more ornate fonts have been in 
Churches since Victorian times. 

Continuing upstairs a small doorway into the tower reveals access to the 
garderobe, also used as a toilet. 

The drawing room has a monumental fireplace, it is very impressive. A doorway 
was installed during Edward’s time, behind this is the original door. 

Spencer’s room. A Tudor wall which was previously panelled. The ceiling 1732 
is papier mache, this was so much cheaper and much more detail could be achieved. 
The design is ‘Four seasons’. 

Leading onto the ‘Long gallery’, a rather spooky area particularly dark during 
mid-winter days. Many paintings adorn the walls. A particular piece of furniture is the 
chamber organ made by Father Smith. During restoration of this item the pedals 
were changed to electric. 

In 1984 the National Trust became involved with Canons Ashby House. 
The Servants’ Hall was used as the ‘Winter parlour’, this was part of Wilkins Farm. 
There are many crests on display. Above the crests are ‘Moral Maxims’, to remind us 
how to behave, etc. 

The Great Kitchen - on the footprint of Wilkins Farmhouse. Now laid out in 
Victorian style. The tap was the only one in the house up until 1938. There had been 
no mains water. 

So many fascinating things unknown to us. We all look forward to visiting the 
house, our nearest National Trust property, very soon and take a good look. 
Pat Grant 

We are very happy to welcome Steve Young to talk to us on May 20th at the 
Community Centre. Steve will update us on all the recent archaeological excavations 
and finds locally at Banaventa (up the A5) and Whitehall Farm. 

History Group Meetings are planned for May, July and September on the 3rd 
Wednesday of the month in the Community Centre at 7.30 pm. During winter months 
we meet on Zoom. If you would like to join us, come to the Community Centre or 
phone or email me for a link to Zoom. We are always happy to welcome new 
members. Cost for a visitor is £5.00, or join the Group for £10.00 per year.  
Pat Kent – secretary  tel. 01604830518 or email frksp6@gmail.com 
 

Bugbrooke WI  
Our afternoon meetings during the winter have now returned to evenings, and we 
continue to enjoy lively monthly sessions, with something to suit women of all ages 
and interests, followed by refreshments. 

In January, Christine Farmer recounted her experience appearing on BBC’s   
The Repair Shop, when she was invited to take in a treasured sewing table for repair. 
It was a very interesting, often amusing account, and the repaired table was 
amazing. 

In February, Anita treated us to ‘A Taste of India’, and demonstrated several 
delicious curries. We helped ourselves to ‘tasters’ and very little was left! 

Future Meetings: April 13th, 7.30pm, The Bluetits, chill swimmers, will be talking 
about the benefits of cold water swimming. 

May 11th, 7.30pm, we join up with Harpole to discuss the latest resolutions, 1. 
Accessible public toilet facilities, 2. Action on women’s homelessness, 3. Every child 
needs a friend, 4. Self checking for vulval cancer, 5. Nearer to nature. 
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A warm welcome awaits new members. There is a small charge for guests. We 
usually meet on the first Monday of each month at 7.30pm, unless stated, at 
Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. In addition to our monthly  meetings, we enjoy 
occasional meals, outings, skittle competitions with other WI groups and Crafty 
Chatter. For further information please contact our President, Pat Grant, tel 
07749388616 
Jennie Thomas 
 

Bugbrooke Chapel 
Opportunity to help administer local buildings for the benefit of our village 
Are you willing to serve as a trustee, and do you have the suitable skills? 

Baptist Heritage Assets (Bugbrooke) Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO) is a Christian charity.  

We are looking for new trustees, especially someone who could act as 
TREASURER. 

The CIO has been operating for about a year, and looks after the properties of 
the Baptist chapel and manse in Bugbrooke village, and the burial ground at Cornhill 
in Pattishall. 

It is a relatively small charity. There is a project to remodel the chapel, and there 
is also some regular community activity carried out in the chapel. You will need to be 
in sympathy with the Christian nature of the charity. 

You would be guided into the role, following a period of attendance at trustees 
meetings via Zoom, while you find your way forward.  

Please apply initially to Ian Mason, who can help you through your application, 
at  Bugbrookebaptistheritage@gmail.com. Please note that the email name is slightly 
different from our title.  

Or telephone our landline 01604 218720 at any time. (Usually you will be 
greeted with a recorded message). 
Colin Wilkinson, For Baptist Heritage Assets (Bugbrooke) Charitable Incorporated 
Organisation 
 

Bugbrooke Community Living 
2026 - the year of the Year of the Horse according to the Chinese calendar. If there is 
one thing to know about horse energy, it’s this: nothing stays slow for long. Horse 
years are all about movement, confidence, and independence.  

2026 is not a calm, sit-back-and-manifest year. It’s a time-to-do-something year. 
You may feel more restless than usual, more opinionated, and far less interested in 
staying stuck just because it’s familiar. The Year of the Horse thrives on momentum, 
and once it gets going, it doesn’t really stop! 

So BCL will not stop supporting the Community - new fun fund raisers to be 
announced and we still have money in the pot so if you know anyone in real need we 
may be able to help. 

Grant applications can be e-mailed to: hellobcl@yahoo.com 
Bugbrooke Community Living supporting the residents of Bugbrooke. 
Chris Carter 

 
Bugbrooke Carers Cafe 
Tea, cake and a friendly ear is always available at the Carers Cafe.  A good natter 
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with like minded people on the first Thursday of every month. Meeting at the 
Community Cafe. 

We also like to bring a bit of light entertainment in various guises. 
Big thank you to Bugbrooke Flower Club who came to show us how to make 

Christmas Wreaths - they were all amazing! Lincoln Noel tinkled the ivories and gave 
us all a good old sing song for our Christmas Party. Thank you Lincoln we so 
appreciate your time, talent and humour! 

January was a lovely meet up to say ‘Happy New Year’ with plenty of TLC to go 
round. 

February was an information day and we welcomed Age UK and the Wellbeing 
team. Community Connect and Chiron a local business that will help to care for your 
loved ones at home. Northamptonshire Carers, Parkinson's People were represented 
and we hope to meet them in person soon. Alison Simpson Holistic Therapist and 
Counsellor gave the most amazing hand massage to all of our carers. 

We welcome all new carers to turn up, no need to book just drop in, join in, chat 
or just enjoy some space and a cuppa. 

Caring for someone whether family or friend brings lots of different challenges in 
all aspects of our life. So if you have any questions we are supported by Bugbrooke 
Community Living, the Aging Well team, Alzheimer's Society, Community Connect 
and Northamptonshire Carers Association. They are here to help, and if they can't, 
they tend to know who can!  

Please spread the word. Just turn up to a warm welcome. 
If you have any questions we can be contacted at hellobcl@yahoo.com  

Chris Carter 
 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
We’ve had a bit of a change around this winter – due to work needed on the heating at 
Bugbrooke Chapel, both Tuesday and Thursday afternoons have been at Jubilee 
House since December. We’re really grateful for the use of the very warm and well-
equipped Jubilee House community room, but with work on the chapel heating due to 
be finished in March, we are looking forward to returning to the chapel on Thursdays. 

By the time you read this in April, our weekly timetable should be back to 
normal: 

Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House  

Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel  
 

On Thursdays we have regular opportunities to ask questions and get advice 
from representatives of West Northants Council, South Northants Volunteer Bureau 
and others. This is the timetable for the next few weeks: 
 

Thursday 9 April: Bugbrooke Parish Council – village issues such as footpaths, 
     streetlights, litter bins, open spaces 

   Police Community Support Officer  
Thursday 16 April: SNVB Community Connect – advice on welfare and wellbeing 
     including benefits, caring and cost of living 
Thursday 30 April: WNC Customer Service Team – queries about council services 
     including education, waste/recycling, social care, housing, 
     highways, blue badges 

   WNC Highways (Kier) - Carriageways, footways, verge   
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      maintenance, drainage issues, rights of way, traffic signals 
Thursday 7 May: B u g b r o o k e 
Parish Council  

   P o l i c e 
Community Support Officer  
Thursday 21 May: S N V B 
Community Connect 
Thursday 28 May: W N C 
Customer Service Team  

   W N C 
Highways (Kier) 

 

The Community Living Room 
is open to everyone and free of 

charge ,  thanks  to  the 
volunteers, the Parish Council 

and West Northants Council, who 
give us a grant to cover heating and 
room hire for the winter months. 
If you decide to drop in you can be 
sure of getting a warm welcome as 
well as a hot drink and a biscuit. 
There are also jigsaws and board 
games going for those who enjoy 
them. 
J a n e  W o o d , 
j a n e w o o d . b p c @ g m a i l . c o m , 

07901775639 

Bugbrooke Community 

Primary School - 
Spring Term Update 
What a fantastic term it was 
at our school! We kicked 
th ings  o f f  w i th  an 
unforgettable experience for 
20 of our Year 4 to 6 
students who attended the 
Young Voices event in 
Birmingham. They joined an 
incredible choir of 6,000 
children, filling the arena 
with their voices. The 
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atmosphere was electric, and it was a truly magical moment for everyone involved, 
as the children sang their hearts out, showcasing their hard work and dedication to 
music.  

Our Year 4 pupils have also been making a splash with their swimming lessons. 
They’ve been diving into the pool each week, developing their skills and confidence 
in the water. The progress they have made is excellent in such a short time; many 
students who were initially hesitant are more confident in the water and ready to 
continue to learn this life skill. It’s wonderful to see their progress, and we are 
incredibly proud of their achievements! 

The Supertato Class had an exciting time with their Fossil Dig and Dinosaur 
Wow Day. They embraced their inner palaeontologists, digging up ‘fossils’ and 
learning all about these magnificent creatures. The enthusiasm was contagious, with 
students eagerly sharing their discoveries and engaging in discussions about the 
prehistoric world, enhancing their understanding of science and history in a fun and 
interactive way! We would like to thank FOBS (Friends of Bugbrooke) for funding this 
event.  

A couple of weeks ago, all classes were able to join in with a Yoga lesson. The 
pupils enjoyed stretching and relaxing, helping them to unwind and focus. Thank you 
to Heather from Karmakids Yoga therapy. 

In other sports, some of our Year 3 and 4 children participated in an indoor 
athletics event, where they impressively secured 2nd place out of 16 schools. This 
achievement is a testament to their hard work and teamwork. Well done to everyone 
who took part! Additionally, our Year 5 and 6 boys showcased their skills at a cluster 
football event, triumphing in a nail-biting penalty shootout to take home 1st place. 
The excitement was palpable, and what a thrilling finish it was! 

We also celebrated NSPCC Number Day last term. Thank you to everyone for 
the generous donations! The children enjoyed a variety of maths activities and 
games, including special tasks inspired by the book ‘How Many Jelly Beans?’ This 
engaging approach not only made learning fun, but also highlighted the importance 
of numeracy in everyday life. 

To round off the term, we thought about Children’s Mental Health Week and 
Safer Internet Day, promoting well-being and safe online practices. 

We are looking forward to more exciting events this term, hopefully in the 
sunshine!  
Mrs Birch, Head Teacher 
 

Bugbrooke Allotment Association 
Now is the time when the allotments start to come alive - the warm weather brings us 
gardeners out of hibernation. All those plans we made during the winter, about the 
crops we intend to grow, are put into action during the spring, so the summer can be 
one long season of harvesting. 

Last summer, despite unusual and difficult growing conditions, the allotment 
gardeners had bumper crops of strawberries, rhubarb, tomatoes, potatoes, beetroot, 
runner beans, French beans, courgettes, apples and plums to name a few.  All of this 
contributes to healthy eating and any excess that is not consumed immediately, can 
be stored, frozen or preserved for the following months. 

There are currently two small plots and one large plot available. These plots 
range from 90 to approx. 200 square meters in size. This could be your chance to 
join the allotment community and discover the benefits of growing your own fruit and 
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vegetables. Choose different varieties to the supermarkets and taste the difference, 
while saving a little money as well. Discover the abundance of fresh air and enjoy tea 
and cake in our community area.  

The allotment field is sited at the western end of the village opposite the Cornhill 
Road turn. There is vehicle access to the site (subject to ground conditions) and 
adequate parking. A water supply is provided through standpipes to supplement 
harvested rain collected in water butts, except during winter months when frost could 
be a problem. 

If you do wish to become a plot holder or just to ask about availability, then 
please contact either: 
Graham Skinner (Chair) on grahamskinner1974@gmail.com  
or Peter Wilkins (Secretary) on peter.wilkins1@yahoo.co.uk 
 

Village Church Fete 
Sat 27th June, the usual fete on the church field  2-4pm. Further information nearer 
the time. 
Jane Causebrook 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group  
I’m writing this on Sunday 1st March, feeling happy – earlier today 14 lovely people 
from this village gave up their Sunday afternoon to pick up litter from the High Street 
and surrounding areas. Thanks to them 8 bags of rubbish were removed from our 
streets and green spaces. 

We also have positive news on a bigger scale. Recently three Environmental 
Working Group members, Councillors Liz Coppard, Clare Slater and Jane Wood, 
attended the first meeting of the Upper Nene Valley Wildlife Group, along with 
representatives of Heyford and Flore parishes. The group’s purpose is to record and 
improve wildlife habitat along the River Nene and surrounding area between our 
three villages (soon to be joined by Weedon).  

West Northamptonshire Council currently has two important documents out for 
consultation: the Local Plan and the Local Nature Recovery Strategy (LNRS). The 
LNRS aims to halt the decline of wildlife and loss of biodiversity (one in six species 
are at risk of being lost from Great Britain, according to the recent State of Nature 
report). Groups like Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group and the Upper Nene 
Valley Wildlife Group will be looking to the LNRS for 
the framework for our local initiatives.  

 

Bugbrooke Birdwatch 2026 – Results 
This is the second year that BEWG has run the annual 
village birdwatch and we are very grateful to everyone 
who took part – a small but encouraging increase from 
27 to 30 households.  

Coincidentally the total number of species seen 
was also 30. This is the same as last year, though 
Pheasant and Treecreeper dropped out of the list, 
being replaced by Fieldfare and Lesser Spotted 
Woodpecker. The latter also winning my personal 
prize for ‘bird I would most like to see’.  

Despite the increase in number of participants, most other measures went the 
wrong way – the total number of individual birds recorded fell from 994 in 2025 to 797 
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this year, the average number of species per garden dropped from 9.8 to 8.2 and the 
average number of birds per garden went from 37 to 27. Of the 28 species seen in 
both years, 17 were less numerous, 4 stayed the same and 9 increased in number. 
The ‘biggest losers’ were Starlings, whose numbers dropped from 202 to 133 and the 
‘biggest winners’ Goldfinches, which went up from 61 individuals seen to 72. They 
were also the only bird in the 2026 Top Ten that increased in number.  

Of course this is a fairly unscientific survey with quite a small sample, but 
nevertheless these declines are worrying. It will be interesting to see how our 
Bugbrooke results compare with the RSPB’s national survey, The Big Garden 
Birdwatch.  

If you’d like to get more involved with the Environment Group, we hold regular 
meetings every second month on the first Wednesday. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 6 May, 7.30pm at the Community Centre, and our next village litter pick 
will be on Sunday 3 May, 2pm start, meeting at the corner of Johns Road and 
Smitherway. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
Clare Slater (clareslater.bpc@gmail.com) and  
Jane Wood (janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639)  
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 

Christian Aid week  
Christian Aid week will be in May 10-16th. Bugbrooke is always so generous and this 
year the money is going to help young mums and babies in the developing 
countries. Envelopes will be delivered to some streets and we ask they are returned 
to Harben, church or the cafe. There will also be a supply of envelopes there too. 

Hopefully this year we may have a QR code. Possible Big Breakfast, look out 
for posters, etc. 
Jane Causebrook 
 

100 and still going - Brownies and Guides 
Bugbrooke Brownies and Guides will be celebrating their 100th Birthday, this year on 
September 26th in the Community Centre 

It is an incredible milestone and we are two of the longest running units in the 
County. It doesn't seem possible to think we have been meeting in the Sunday 
School/cafe/Church rooms for all this time. We are planning a BIG party for all former 
Bugbrooke Brownies and  Guides (and for villagers who belonged to other units 
elsewhere). Please, please tell all your relatives who have been members. We would 
love to see lots of you there for a fun afternoon and meet todays girls. Please 
email GGBugbrooke100@gmail.com to register your interest. 
 

Bugbrooke Guides  
Bugbrooke Guides do need a new leader to take them into their next century of 
Guiding. It’s a great way to keep in touch with the youngsters, give back to the 
community, join a great team of leaders in the village, have lots of different 
opportunities and have great fun and lots of laughter along the way. 

Do have a word with one of the present leaders Charlotte, Karen, Anna, Hilary, 
Helen and Jane. 
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Bugbrooke Bowls Club 

At our AGM in February, I finished my Chairman’s Report by saying: 
 

“Our main focus for this year, as well as having fun and enjoying good company, 
is to continue to consolidate and increase membership and to maintain and 
improve the facilities at the club. We recognise that not everybody is able or 
wishes to play in bowls matches so we are continuing social membership and 
will encourage anyone interested in bowls who wants to support us and be 
involved with our club. Thank you to the committee and all within the club who 
have contributed to our ongoing success and I trust you share my enthusiasm 
and are all looking forward to the 2026 season at Bugbrooke Bowls Club.” 

 

I was able to report at the AGM that we had enjoyed several social events, at 
the green and the quizzes hosted at the Football Club, as well as a treasure hunt and 
60’s night, which raised useful funds for the club. We were also successful in 
receiving generous donations towards a replacement pump and motor for the 
irrigation system, which has now been acquired. 

Our green is due to open at the end of April for use by members and for bowls 
matches through to the middle/end of September. The benefits for members are 
access to the green for practice, selection for matches against other clubs, the 
choice to take part in the club competitions and the use of our wonderful facilities. 

If joining as a full member isn’t right for you yet, there’s another way to be 
involved and play bowls – social membership. The benefits are you can come along 
every Tuesday evening, from Tuesday 05 May to the middle of September, to have a 
‘roll-up’ with friends and to be invited to our social events. Social membership costs 
£10 per year which you would pay on your first Tuesday evening visit and then as a 
social member you pay only £2 on each subsequent visit (we’ll open the gate from 
18:00 each week). 

We would love to have as many people returning as possible and always 
excited to see new faces so we can introduce you to a friendly club and the 
wonderful sport of bowls. Please contact me if you would like an application form for 
full or social membership. 
Paul Cockcroft, 01604 831688 
 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our 2026 programme got off to a great start with Lee Berrill’s ‘New Beginnings’. As 
always Lee gave us a lovely evening with his beautiful designs. 

Pat Surrey decided to step down from the committee after 12 years. At the 
February meeting Chairman Dianne presented Pat with a leaving gift and welcomed 
Lou Sturdy and Sandra Taylor. Janet has put together a great programme for the 
year and is well on the way with one for 2027. Lots to look forward to including 
outings and area events. 

On 27th April Linda Seabrook will present ‘Serendipity’. No meeting in May as 
it’s a Bank Holiday. Visitors are always welcome at our friendly club. Meetings are on 
the 4th Monday of the month at 7.30pm in Nether Heyford Village Hall. 
Jane Barker 

 
Nature Notes 
I’ve just seen a kingfisher today (23rd Feb) from the Church Lane bridge, flying 
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 upstream in a flash of turquoise. It’s 
always something special to see 
one, but this time of year I’m hoping 
that, just maybe, it’s looking for a 
nesting site near here, which could 
lead to more frequent sightings in 
the summer. 

So far we have had a pretty 
miserable year weatherwise, but at 
least the snowdrops have been 
magnificent, especially in the 
churchyard. But now let’s think 

about April and May. These are the months 
when so much new green appears, coming in 
a wonderful variety of fresh, bright shades and 
tones. Willows will have started the trend by 
March, to be followed throughout April and 

May by a succession of trees turning from bud to new leaf: birch, beech, lime, oak 
and lastly ash.  

These too are the best months for blossom. In the hedges, at the start of April, it 
will be the blackthorn that steals the show with its white flowers coming before the 
leaves. In May the star will be the hawthorn, with its May blossom in a warmer shade 
of white. Here the flowers appear after the first new green leaves have emerged. And 
in gardens and orchards there will be plum and cherry and pear and apple blossom. 

On the ground, April is the month for shows of daisies and dandelions on mown 
verges; and in May come all the buttercups in the meadows. Less ubiquitous flowers 
can be found too. In Charity Meadow there will be bright yellow marsh marigolds, 
white lady’s smock, and red clover; and by the end of May, the Meadow’s biggest 
star: the southern marsh orchid. Nearby are the only cowslips I know of growing wild 
near the village. They can be seen from the Nene Way footpath growing up the side 
of a hedge in the big field sloping down towards Charity Meadow. 

Finally on the subject of flowers, how lucky we are to live within easy driving 

Cowslips seen from 

Nene Way footpath 

Marsh orchid on Charity Meadow 
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Kaye Adams said ‘I took this photo today, it struck me how beautiful it was with its 

bright colours of the Remembrance window. I did the flower arrangement as it's Neil 

Collins funeral on Wednesday, he and his family were past residents of Bugbrooke.’  
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distance of two wonderful, and publicly accessible, bluebell woods, at Everdon and 
Badby. I have to confess I didn’t get to either of them last year. Must make sure I do 
so this year. Early May is the time to catch the bluebells, but the woods are well worth 
a visit all year round.  

Another sign of spring of 
course is birdsong. The odd 
robin may have kept chirruping 
throughout autumn and winter. 
But it is only in spring and early 
summer that we hear the full 
orchestra, with blackbirds and 
thrushes taking centre stage to 
a background accompaniment 
from the woodpigeons and 
collared doves. Other song 

birds we might hear include blackcaps, 
chaffinches and the humble dunnock. 
Then there are other seasonal bird 
sounds to listen for, like the drumming of 
a great spotted woodpecker, and (rarer 

now) the unmistakable call of a 
cuckoo.   
Jim Inch  

 
Friends of St Michael and 

All Angels Church 
By the time this edition of Link comes out we will have held our Spring Craft Fayre on 
the Saturday before Mothering Sunday. I am hoping to be able to report on how well it 
went in the next Link. 

Our AGM will be held on Tuesday 21st April at 7.30pm in the Sunday School. If 
you are interested in the preservation of Bugbrooke’s lovely and historic church, 
please come along. You will be most welcome. 

We will be holding our usual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on Friday 10th July in 
the Community Centre. I will give more details about that in the next edition of Link. 

Walking in the village, I sometimes think how lucky we are to have such a 
beautiful church in so picturesque a setting, especially recently with all the spring 
flowers out. If you think likewise, and are not already a member of Friends, then why 
not join us; it’s only £5 a year. 
Jim Inch (tel 01604 830933)  
 

Bugbrooke Badgers Classic Car Group  
We highlight another vehicle from the Bugbrooke Badgers Classic Car Group: 

Peter Clarke's ex-Army Land Rover 110 is now in gentle retirement in 
Bugbrooke - but it has led an interesting life! 
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It first entered Army service in February 1994 and served with 1 Battalion, 1st 
Yorkshire Regiment until March 1995 when it transferred to 3 Battalion, the Duke of 
Lancaster’s Regiment. 

It spent the winter of 1997-98 with the Multinational Force Great Britain at the 
Banja Luka Metal Factory in Bosnia as part of SFOR (Stabilisation Force). Then it 
was back to 3 Lancs before spending more than three years with a reserve unit, the 
243 (Wessex) Field Hospital, Royal Army Medical Corps (Volunteers). 

In December 2012 it was retired and sent to Witham (Specialist Vehicles) Ltd. 
This company kept it for four years before selling it at auction in August 2016. 

The Land Rover is presented as it would have appeared as part of the Bosnia 
peace-keeping force and I have had the privilege of meeting half a dozen Army 
veterans who served in Bosnia at the same time. Peter takes it to local classic car 
meets and military vehicle shows as a tribute to those soldiers who performed a 
difficult and dangerous task far from home. 
Peter Clarke 
 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
As April arrives, we are full stream ahead towards the start of the new season later 
this month, with just a few weeks until cricket returns to the Doc White ground. 

The First XI get their Northamptonshire Cricket League campaign underway on 
April 25th, as they travel to take on MK Air, before hosting Raunds Town at the Doc 
White the following Saturday. 

Our Second and Third XIs then take to the field for the first time on May 9th, 
with the Seconds travelling to Oundle, whilst the Thirds host MK Air 3s, 

the Playing Fields hosting it’s first 
game on May 16th with Byfield visiting 
the Seconds. 
The Firsts and Seconds remaining in 
Divisions 5 and 9 respectively, looking to 
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Diary  

April   

1 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

2 14:00 Carers Cafe - A Proper Afternoon Tea SS 

13 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

13 19:30 Bugbrooke WI - Bluetits - ‘Chill Swimmers’ ⚽ 

15 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

20 14:00 U3A CC 

27 19:30 Flower Society - Linda Seabrook - ‘Serendipity’ NHVH 

29 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

May   

3 14:00 BEWG - Village Litter Pick - meet at Johns Road/Smitherway  

6 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group CC 

7 14:00 Carers Cafe - An Audience with.....  SS 

11 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

11 19:30 Bugbrooke WI - Discussion with Harpole on latest resolutions ⚽ 

13 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

18 14:00 U3A CC 

20 19:30 History Group - Steve Young - recent archaeological finds CC 

25 19:30 Flower Society NHVH 

27 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

June   

1 19:30 Bugbrooke WI ⚽ 

4 14:00 Carers Cafe - Chill out Chair Yoga SS 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre    ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 

 

See page 13 for the Community Living Room Visitor Timetable 

Community Living Rooms:  

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (Not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Bugbrooke Chapel 2:00-5:00 
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