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Welcome to the first LINK of 2026; hopefully the new year is 
going well for you; where you can check the answers to the 
Christmas Quiz and see how much money was raised by 
Christmas Wrapping. The festive period will now seem a 
distant memory and as set out in Nature Notes we can be positive and turn our 
thoughts to Spring and longer days. 

There’s not been a great deal submitted for this issue but I believe that what is 
included in this magazine will be of interest and that LINK is a really important 
resource for Bugbrooke. On that basis, I would urge you to think ahead and make an 
effort to contribute in any way you can. There is so much that takes place in this 
village and no better place than LINK to keep a record of local information and 
photos. 

A working group has been set up to put in place a replacement committee and 
with a lot of effort and goodwill from volunteers, contributors and advertisers I’m 
hoping that you will continue to see LINK arriving through your door for years to 
come. If you want to help directly on a replacement committee, please contact us on 
bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

 
 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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Parish Council Report  
The biggest issue facing the Village at the moment still continues to be the closure of 
the bridge on Gayton Rd (Tin Bridge). The project technical design for the repair of 
the approach roads has been finalised by WNC and submitted to Network Rail for 
their technical approval. Our MP is applying pressure for this to be done quickly and 
once agreed it will be down to the cost of implementation and who pays how much 
between WNC and Network Rail before work commences. 

Some upgrades to the village play areas have taken place with the infant swing 
in the area near Primary School replaced due to wear and tear. One of the swings at 
the Playing Field which was broken has been replaced with an infant swing making 
the whole area more inclusive. 

It is great to see that both the Five Bells and The Wharf opened for business pre 
Christmas and provide the village with much needed facilities. Personally, I have 
eaten at both, and they provided both excellent food and service and l wish them all 
the best for the coming year, as now established, we wouldn’t want to lose them 
again. 

This year WNC will produce a new Local Plan which will replace the three 
current plans from the legacy authorities. This new plan, still in Draft form, will be out 
for consultation in the coming months and I would encourage anybody who has a 
view to complete the online survey. Due to revised targets from the Government the 
proposed number of new houses in the plan has increased. This has meant most 
villages will be expected to deliver this increase by an amount dependent on the 
status of the Village in the local Hierarchy, Bugbrooke being classed as a Primary 
Service Village. This means we will be expected to take around a min of 126 houses, 
location and type yet to be decided. 

As ever if you spot any issues around village then please contact the Clerk 
direct on parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org so that action can be taken 
quickly rather than using Facebook or social media. 
Phil Bignell Chairman 

Bugbrooke Family Morning (a mums’ and tots’ group) 
Bugbrooke Family Morning opens its doors to pre-school children and their carers to 
come along to play and meet others. Mums, dads, grandparents and childminders 
are all welcome to come along. It is a great place for new parents or those new to the 
village with pre-school children, to meet others and make friends. We offer 
refreshments for all, and we just ask for a small donation towards costs. 

We have a variety of toys to play with and also painting and playdough to 
entertain the children. There is a floor mat area for the smaller children to play on. 

We are open on Thursday mornings during term-time in the old Sunday School 
(the building also used by the Community Café), Church Lane, from 8.50 am to 11 
am. Look us up on Facebook. 

This is run by volunteers: Gerry, Marilyn, Anne and Sheila and Peter, who helps 
with the heavy lifting. 
Gerry Clarke 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Generally, in our part of the Midlands and further south, the outdoor bowls season is 
from sometime in April to the end of September. Further north, some crown green 
bowling clubs have a winter league and bowl from October through to February, 

mailto:parishclerk@bugbrookeparishcouncil.org
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brushing off snow where necessary!  For those of us who want to carry on bowling, 
when the outdoor greens are shut, indoor bowls is the answer. 

Ten of us from Bugbrooke Bowls Club have joined Daventry Indoor Bowls Club 
as members and have been enjoying getting together a couple of times a week since 
the start of October. Due to the carpet indoors providing less friction than a typical 
grass surface, the bowls require less effort on delivery and have to be sent at more of 
an angle (referred to as the ‘green’) to reach the position of the jack. It may mean 
that bowls that are suitable for outside use are not ideal for indoor use and can end 
up a long way from where you want them to be. In any event, we’re having a great 
time and hopefully improving gradually. 

I included a list of the winners for our 2025 season and need to make a 
correction: the Triples League Cup winners were: Graham Collins; Jackie Linford; 
Tom Fuins. 

The Bugbrooke Bowls Club AGM is booked for Wednesday 11 February 2026 
starting at 7 pm in the committee room at the Community Centre. Our presentation 
evening is booked for Wednesday 11 March 2026 starting at 7 pm in the lounge at 
the Community Centre.  

There will be more details in the April LINK about our plans to launch the 2026 
outdoor season at the end of April or start of May 2026, with plenty of opportunities 
for all to get involved. Please contact me if you want to know more about the bowls 
club or would like an application form to join us for next year. 
Paul Cockcroft  01604 831688 

Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group 
We hope everyone has had a great start to 2026. Don’t you think time seems to fly by 
faster the older we get? What I find poignant is how, although we’ve known of the risk 
for decades, it only feels very recently that climate scientists have been warning 
about the kind of future we and our children are facing if governments don’t properly 
face up to climate change. Unfortunately, with each passing year it seems like the 
fossil-fuel funded misinformation machine is getting all the attention. Some people 
believe that climate change isn’t real or won’t affect them, or that it will cost too much 
to address it. But the physical changes to our environment, and the hazards they 
bring, are happening regardless of what people are led to believe. 

In November a group of scientists held a National Emergency Briefing in 
Westminster to sound a further alarm that we’re running out of time. It’s difficult to 
imagine how our lives will change, especially when we’re reasonably well fed and 
healthy at the moment. The briefing highlighted what changes we can expect – 
hopefully some of the politicians in the audience will now be better informed and 
make decisions to benefit the many, not the few. 

The organisers are writing an open letter to the Prime Minister and the heads of 
major TV channels to ensure that the public are properly informed of what is 
happening. This is their letter: 

Today, hundreds of MPs, Peers, and leaders from business, faith, sport, and 
culture gathered in Westminster for a National Emergency Briefing. 

We were presented with the latest evidence showing that the United Kingdom 
must urgently prepare for a cascade of serious societal impacts. The rapidly 
escalating climate and nature crises are set to make the UK increasingly 
unrecognisable and dangerous, with extreme weather events, the risk of food 
shortages, price shocks, economic instability and rising geopolitical risks. 
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We are deeply alarmed by the scale of fossil fuel–funded disinformation that has 
flooded Westminster and the media. The lack of public access to accurate, science-
based information has created a vacuum which has been filled by polarised 
headlines designed to deny and delay action. 

Under the Communications Act 2003, all public service broadcasters must 
inform the public on major national and international issues. The UK has so far failed 
to meet these obligations. The Climate Change Committee has also urged the 
Government to provide trusted public information.  

We therefore ask the Government and all public service broadcasters to hold an 
urgent televised national emergency briefing for the public, and to run a 
comprehensive public engagement campaign so that everyone understands the 
profound risks this crisis poses to themselves and their families. 

If delivered urgently and truthfully, with ambition matching the scale of the crisis, 
this will not only ensure that the public is properly informed but will also offer the 
protection that knowledge and preparedness bring. Such a campaign will resonate 
with the public, opening up the political space for the action needed. 

We are not safe. This is an emergency. Now is the time for courage and to put 
trust in the public. The UK has a track record of uniting to face difficult challenges. 
Now is the time to do this again. 

 
You can show your support for this letter by adding your signature: https://

www.nebriefing.org/open-letter-keir 
The series of talks can be found here: https://www.nebriefing.org/ 
 
Closer to home, we’ve had our first litter pick of 2026. A lovely group of 

volunteers helped us retrieve 15 bags of litter from the verges around Campion 
School. We hold litter picks every 2 months in the afternoon of the first Sunday of the 
month. We target different areas of the village to hopefully keep most of it tidy and 
protect as much wildlife as possible from litter. Also, preventing litter from washing 
down the drains and into the brook, helps protect our seas and rivers from plastic 
pollution. Our next village litter pick will be on Sunday 1 March, 2pm start, meeting on 
the High Street on the green near the shop. 

If you’d like to get more involved with the Environment Group, we hold regular 
meetings every second month on the first Wednesday. The next meeting is on 
Wednesday 4 March, 7.30pm at the Community Centre. 

Follow us on Facebook or ask to be added to our email distribution list to 
receive meeting notes and other updates. 
C la re  S la te r  ( c la res la te r .bpc@gmai l .com )  and  Jane  Wood 
(janewood.bpc@gmail.com or 07901775639) 
Facebook: @BugbrookeEnvironmental 
Jane Wood 
janewood.bpc@gmail.com 

Bugbrooke Community Living Room 
The Community Living Room is a great way for local people to meet and catch up 
over a cup of tea. It’s open to everyone and free of charge, thanks to the volunteers, 
the Parish Council and West Northants Council, who give us a grant to cover heating 
and room hire for the winter months. 

If you decide to drop in you can be sure of getting a warm welcome as well as a 

https://www.nebriefing.org/open-letter-keir
https://www.nebriefing.org/open-letter-keir
https://www.nebriefing.org/
mailto:clareslater.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
mailto:janewood.bpc@gmail.com
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hot drink and a biscuit. There are also jigsaws and board games going for those who 
enjoy them. 

The weekly timetable: 
Monday morning 10:00-11:30 at Bugbrooke Church 
Tuesday afternoon 1:30-5:00 at Jubilee House 
Thursday afternoon 2:00-5:00 at Bugbrooke Chapel or Jubilee House 
In the cold weather we had to relocate the Thursday session to Jubilee House 

due to issues with heating at the Chapel. We’re hoping these will be fixed soon, but 
please get in touch or check Facebook to confirm the location for future sessions. 

On Thursdays we have regular opportunities to ask questions and get advice 
from representatives of West Northants Council, South Northants Volunteer Bureau 
and others. This is the timetable for February and March, please do come down to 
ask your questions or just say hello. 
Jane Wood 
janewood.bpc@gmail.com 

Nature Notes 
Writing this at the very start of January, it is good to think ahead to when the 
magazine will come out in a month’s time. By then the days will be getting noticeably 
a bit longer, the Sun a little higher in the sky. Snowdrops will start appearing, soon to 
decorate swaithes of the Churchyard. Violets and celandine will brighten the canal 
bank. Over the following two months we will have crocuses, daffodils and the earlier 
tulips. It will be the time for primroses and anemones. Many cherry trees will come 
into blossom. Already there are signs that these things are coming. In the churchyard 
I have spotted a solitary snowdrop almost out; while in the garden we have 
hellebores and cyclamen already flowering. But in February and March there will be 
so much more. 

Another thing that will have happened by the time the Magazine comes out is 
the garden bird survey. It will be interesting to see what that reveals – both the village 
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and national surveys. One thing that I have noticed this winter is just how long the 
berries have lasted. Where have all the redwings and fieldfares been? Or even the 
blackbirds? It may just be that if there was also an abundance of berries further North, 
the migratory birds have found plenty to eat without coming this far down yet. I hope 
that is all it is, and indeed as a New Year cold snap sets in I have started seeing 
some small flocks of redwing, and a fieldfare or two. So maybe those berries won’t 
last much longer (but at least we had lots of holly berries left at Christmas, which isn’t 
the case every year). 

The position with blackbirds is interesting. They are very much one of the UK’s 
resident species, but their numbers increase significantly over the winter period when 
large numbers come over from northern Europe.  

A little bird we were delighted 
to see in our garden again the other 
day was a tree creeper. We have a 
big old pear tree outside our kitchen 
window and once upon time we 
used to see one quite often, 
working its way up the trunk. But we 
have very rarely seen any recently 
(though earlier in the year we saw 
two together). Another name for 
this diminutive bird is tree mouse, 
and indeed they do look quite 
mouselike as they make their way 
up the bark. 

The squirrels have been quite 
entertaining of late, particularly 
around Millennium Green and the 
Churchyard: popping up behind 
gravestones, running along fences 
and chasing each other up trees. Of 
course they are only the non-native 
grey squirrels; but they are all 
we’ve got around here, so let’s not 
be sniffy about them. I must admit 
though I am less keen on them in 
the garden, much as I may admire 
their acrobatic skills; and even less 
so when one got through an 
upstairs window into the house. But that’s another story. 
Jim Inch 

Christmas Wrapping for Cynthia Spencer Hospice 
I would like to thank everyone who supported my Christmas Gift Wrapping Appeal 
and the coffee morning that I held to raise money for Cynthia Spencer Hospice. 

A total of £1260.00 was raised.  
Thanks again for your wonderful support. 
Best wishes for 2026 

Mary Berwick 
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Badgers Classic, Sportscar and Motorcycle Group 
Most classic cars and motorcycles will be wrapped up in the garage away from the 
dreaded salt on the roads. 

2025 was the first year we displayed vehicles at the Church Fete with about 10 
cars and 3 motorcycles on display. 

One motorcycle, a 1939 Panther,  belonged to me, and a little more of its history 
may be of interest.  Its correct name is a 250 Red Panther M20 built in 1939. with a 
price of £29-17-6. The second world war was soon to start and the factory ceased 
motorcycle production to make armaments instead. 

Moving forward to 1976, driving for Fred Tarry Livestock Transport  Bugbrooke, 
delivering to Lower Downes Farm just over the rail bridge, presently closed, on the 
Gayton Road, I noticed a very rusty 
motorcycle in a collapsing tin shed. 
Two Roberts brothers lived at the 
farm, the owner of the bike lived in 
Northampton. The farming brother 
said he would ask if he would sell it. 
Two years later he agreed to sell 
the Panther! 

Eventually we managed to pull 
the bike out of the shed. What a 
terrible state it was in – headlight 
missing, no petrol tank, wrong seat 
and no log book but the number 
plate was readable. Acquiring an-
other log book, V5c  is another 
story.  The condition was very bad 
but he said I could take it away. I 
persuaded him to take £10 be-
cause it was restorable. 

Finding the missing parts was 
not easy. The petrol tank took 7 
years to acquire, advertising 
through the Panther Club Maga-
zine. Parts came up for sale over 
the years, a few I had to make my-
self. The remaining wiring had 
melted meaning the bike had been 
on fire at some time. 

2012. Now I was 70 years old 
and its time to restore the Panther. 
Big bikes are becoming too heavy. 

Dismantling the bike, having the forks and wheels sandblasted to remove the 
rust. Many hours of painting, wheel building with stainless steel spokes. Time to dis-
mantle the engine, gearbox and clutch.  Replacing all bearings, 2 being obsolete – 
again advertising found the missing ones.  Rewiring completed.  A new battery, fresh 
petrol.  It started easily after 50 years of slumber. 

Back on the road in 2017 it has now completed 2,600 trouble free miles. 
Alan Berkshire 
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Ace Lane, formerly known as Little 
Lane, leading up from the brook.  
Picture by Dawn Fordham 
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Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
Thank you to everyone who helped make our Wine Tasting on 5th December a 
success, both as a social event and as a fundraiser. We made £778 for our funds, 
slightly exceeding last year. A special thanks goes to Dave Pope, who acted as our 
host for the evening. (This is a role he has some experience of from other wine 
tastings, mostly for the OAP Gift scheme, but it was his first time with us; and 
pleased we were to have him). Of course an event like this is very much a team 
effort, so thanks to all those who helped make it happen. And thanks to everyone 
who came and supported us. Outside it may have been dark, cold and wet, but in the 
hall there was warmth and good cheer. 

  On Saturday 14th March (the day before Mothers’ Day) we will be holding a 
Spring Craft Fayre in the Church. It is always lovely to be holding one of these events 
in the Church. As well as being a lovely setting, it is of course the building we are 
raising funds to help preserve. The Fayre will be open from 1.00pm to 4.00pm. If 
anyone is interested in booking a table at the Fayre, please contact Teresa Garlic on 
07734 945648.  

A reminder that the Friends of the Church is a registered charity which enables 
all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether church goers or not, to contribute to the 
upkeep of our beautiful village Church. 

If you are not already a member, but would like to become one and support our 
work, then please contact me or our Treasurer, Peter Barton (tel 07969 737252). A 
membership subscription is only £5 a year per person. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke OAP’s Christmas Gift Scheme 
It is with a feeling of both sadness along with a degree of pride that I write this article.  

Both Valerie and I, along with numerous other people over many years, too 
many to mention by name, have given their time, enthusiasm, and dedication to 
provide our eligible parishioners with vouchers to give them the opportunity to enjoy 
something as an additional treat at Christmas that they wouldn’t normally be able to 
afford. 

The scheme, originated by a small group of church members, has been 
operational for many, many years. However, sadly this last Christmas will be the final 
time that the vouchers will be available. 

Having tried, unsuccessfully, to try and generate some additional support and 
interest from younger villagers who we thought might offer a different vision along 
with some new ideas, we have as a committee decided to close the scheme down. 

It clearly has become more evident and challenging to raise sufficient funds 
now, particularly following Covid, to fulfil our aims and objectives, along with the 
support of individuals and businesses over many years, along with the efforts of 
ensuring that our income exceeded our outgoings! 

Finally, I would personally like to thank all of those who have supported the 
scheme in so many ways over so many years, to the benefit of many elderly villagers 
and businesses within the village. 

With our very best wishes to all for a healthy and peaceful 2026. 
Kind regards 

Nigel Burt (Chairman) and all of the OAP’s Committee. 
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The Wednesday Club 
After a successful year in 2025 which ended with our Christmas tea and lively 
entertainment from Graham Kinnersly  we commence our 2026 calendar with our 
first meeting on 4th February. Our A.G.M will be held at our next meeting on 18th 
February. 

 We meet every two weeks in the Sunday School room, with the exception of 
January and August, and we have a varied programme planned for 2026 including 
various speakers, quizzes, our Easter lunch with entertainment, summer and winter 
trips with lunch or afternoon tea, our garden party in July and our Christmas 
celebration and entertainment. 

New members are always welcome and if needed transport within the village 
can be arranged with Ability Coaches.  If you would like further information or would 
like to join us please contact Linda on 01604831219 or Shirley on 01604830671. 
Shirley Richards 

Charity Trustees Needed  
Are you willing to serve as a trustee, and do you have the suitable skills? 

Baptist Heritage Assets (Bugbrooke) Charitable Incorporated Organisation 
(CIO) is a Christian charity.  

We are looking for new trustees, especially someone who could act as 
TREASURER. 

The CIO has been operating for about a year, and looks after the properties of 
the Baptist chapel and manse in Bugbrooke village, and the burial ground at 
Cornhill in Pattishall. These were formerly run by the Jesus Fellowship.    

It is a relatively small charity. There is a project to remodel the chapel, and 
there is also some regular community activity carried out in the chapel. You will 
need to be in sympathy with the Christian nature of the charity. 

You would be guided into the role, following a period of attendance at trustees 
meetings via Zoom, while you find your way forward.  

Please apply initially to Ian Mason, who can help you through your 
application.  

Please email  Bugbrookebaptistheritage@gmail.com. Please note that the 
email name is slightly different from our title.  

Or telephone our landline 01604 218720 at any time. (Usually you will be 
greeted with a recorded message). 
Colin Wilkinson 

Bugbrooke WI  
We are now well into 2026, and hopefully Spring isn’t too far away. Bugbrooke WI  
members are looking forward to another interesting, exciting programme of events 
and the Committee is working hard to ensure we have something for everyone. 

In November we welcomed Natasha, who set up a Christmas ceramic 
decoration workshop. This was great fun and we all went home with something 
totally individual. 

We finished the year celebrating Christmas with a party, enjoying games, 
music and food. What’s not to like! 

 

mailto:Bugbrookebaptistheritage@gmail.com
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Future Meetings February - March 2026 
February 2nd 2026, 2.00pm (please note time), A Taste of  India, when Anita will 
demonstrate her delicious food. 
March 2nd 2026, 7.30pm, AGM, followed by Northampton Walks by David Askew. 

In addition to our monthly meetings, members enjoy Crafty Chatter, followed 
by tea and home-made cake, Occasional Skittles with local WI groups, Lunch club 
and community activities such as The Church Fete. 

We are always pleased to welcome new members and guests of all ages. We 
meet usually on the first Monday of each month at 7.30 pm, unless stated, at 
Bugbrooke St Michael’s Football Club. 

For further information please contact our President, Pat Grant, telephone 
number 07749388616. 
Jennie Thomas 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Our first Zoom meeting for winter was well attended and John Buckell gave an 
interesting presentation about Margaret Bondfield. She was MP for Northampton in 
1923 only for a short time, but her social work and involvement with women’s rights 
and the welfare of all workers is exemplary. There is a statue of her now in the 
courtyard of the Guildhall in Northampton, but she still remains almost unknown. 
From fairly humble beginnings, born in 1873, she left school at the age of 14 and 
went to work in a shop in Brighton. She grew up with strong moral convictions and 
quickly discovered clubs and socialist unions such as the Fabian Society and the 
Shop Assistants Union. She was a natural orator and friends with Mary MacArthur, 
Rose Scott, Louise Martindale, Ramsey Macdonald and George Bernard Shaw. 
Education for all was important to her. She travelled widely. She argued with Lenin 
during a visit to Russia. And she was the first female member of the cabinet and 
the first female minister. 

Thank you John for bringing to life this amazing woman. 
Our winter walk will have taken place by the time you read this, and we shall 

be ready for our second Zoom talk which is 21st January, all about Canons Ashby. 
The 3rd Zoom will be March 18th. More information will appear later. If you 

would like to join the History Group for these presentations send me your email 
address. 
Pat Kent (secretary)   frksp6@gmail.com 
 
Pat  Kent wishes it to be known that she has no link with the Baptist Heritage and  
LINK apologises for giving this impression at the end of her article in the December 
issue  caused by a compilation error. 

The History Group Winter Walk 
On Monday 29th December a group of over 30 people assembled in the church car 
park for the History walk led by John Perkins. We visited sites of historical interest 
which are linked with Bugbrooke. First down Cornhill and close to the Roman Road – 
the A5 and possibly the place where Boadicea's Brittons were slaughtered by the 
Roman legions. Then back to the canal and its significance in the development of 
industry throughout the Midlands. Onwards to the church, probably first built in 
Norman times, but rebuilt and added to as the village grew and a Manor was 
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established. The first Rectory was built in an area close to the church and it looks as 
though there were stables on the wide path going down to West End. There another 
look at the canal and the viaduct across the valley which was built instead of 
expensive locks. Finally to Pat and Alan's for much needed refreshments, hot soup 
and mulled wine to warm us up. 

Thank you John for yet another fabulous walk. 

Alan Kent (chairman) 

Bugbrooke Community Resilience Group 
You couldn't help feeling desperately sorry for the canal boat owners caught up in the 
breach of the Llangollen Canal near Whitchurch in the early hours of the morning on 
the 22nd of December. 

The direct effects were very distressing and the knock on impact for canal users 
is likely to be for the whole of 2026. 

The incident made me think of two things from a Bugbrooke point of view. 
Firstly, the Grand Union canal runs near by the village and is an elevated section. 
Any breach similar to Whitchurch would have a devastating impact on the village. 

The second is the work of the Bugbrooke Community Resilience Group that we 
established in September 2025, partly in response to some equally distressing 
flooding in Bugbrooke in November 2024. Whilst our response to natural floods is a 
priority the potential for a flood from the man-made canals should also be considered, 
particularly when you read Stan Clark's article on page 29 on the original decisions 
for constructing the canal on an aqueduct. 

As our climate becomes more unpredictable and the risk of flooding increases 
we have to ensure that we are as well prepared as we can be. We also need to study 
our history and scan the media to ensure that we have taken account of all possible 
risks. 
Paul Simpson 

John Perkins leading off the history 
Group Winter Walk 
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Heyford Fields Marina by Mick Parker 
 
 
 
 
Jennie Woods atmospheric picture of the Church 
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The Aqueduct Bugbrooke  
In view of the canal embankment collapse in Shropshire early this year, we reprint here 
an article by Stan Clark which we published some years ago.  We cannot vouch for the 
accuracy of this article, and we don't know if any work has been done on the aqueduct 
since it was written.   
We have passed the article on to the resilience team of the Parish Council and they are 
looking into it. 

 
The aqueduct at Bugbrooke where the Grand Union Canal passes over the brook was 
built on faggots of wood and straw so a Mr Jack Pearson told me.  He said that a small 
dam was built Bugbrooke side down stream, in order to keep the water table up so that 
the air would not get to these faggots and straw footings, and the construction would 
not sink any further than it would with its natural weight. The area was very marshy and 
all blue clay with no solid strata to build on.  

I was told that the bricks that went into the building of the arches for this 
construction and the canal bridges that were built near and around Bugbrooke were 
made in a field within three hundred yards of the workings on the Pattishall side of the 
canal.  

This clay pit and Kilns were also used to make the bricks that went into the 
making of all the railway bridges that traversed the brook and the roads in the area.  

The bridge for the railway was also built on faggots of wood and straw the same 
as the bridge for the canal.  

Downstream from this bridge was also a dam to keep up the water table the same 
as the Canal Bridge.  

The very large clay pit that was left from these working was drained and filled in 
around the 1950s, as my eldest brother Sid was one of the men to help do this job. 
While completing this job they came across lots of old footings and parts of the old 
kilns and flues. They came across a very large culvert with a great deal of water 
running through it. This goes under the railway embankment between the brook and 
where the pit was.  

On the odd occasions while I was employed by Mr Harold Ward the local 
undertaker and ladder maker at Bugbrooke, a Mr jack Pearson a fellow worker would 
have time off work to go and see about the dredging and altering of some of the 
bridges on the brook that passes through the village.  

This was to do with Bugbrooke Parish Council as he served on it at the time. 
There was great concern over the continuing flooding of the village when there was a 
lot of rain.  

I can remember as a child many a time seeing the water up to between Mr Mead’s 
house and Mr Adams the farmer’s gate, (The Byre), I was told that it came even further 
up than this, when the canal broke its bank at Weedon late in the year of 1939.  

One of Mr Jack Pearson’s worries was that if the small dam Bugbrooke side of the 
canal was removed, that the bridge would start to move, bank and all. He said I expect 
when our generation is gone and forgotten, and the reason for the dam has been 
forgotten about, someone would have it removed to make the brook run faster from 
Ham Lane, as that part floods as well.  

When the Wheel Pits were dredged he went to make sure and to tell the engineer 
in charge, of the reason for this dam and under no way must it be removed because of 
the possible consequences. But since then and over time all what he said has come to 
pass and the dams have been removed, not only the one that protected the canal, but 
also the one for the railway bridge.  
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On this stretch of canal between Bugbrooke Wharf, and what is known as 
Rainbows Crossing, there are planks to be placed in groves in the event of the canal 
breaching the banks in this length. Over the years my eldest and youngest brother 
had worked for the Grand Union Canal Co. They told me that to put these planks 
down into the groves and block the flow of canal, is a lot harder than it looks, partly 
due to all the crustaceans that build up in the groves that the planks have to fit in, as 
well as the planks try to float when pushing them down into the water.  

A great deal of manpower and strength is needed to put them into place. Also 
some very long poles to push and hold them down under the water, in order to get 
the next plank into place. Unless you have a team of men that know the job in hand, 
can perform like Lifeboat men or Firemen, with plenty of practice, then you have got 
no chance of stopping it from emptying the whole pound from Whilton to Blisworth.  

I have lain on the bank of the canal along by the Aquaduct on the side nearest 
to the railway, and if the water is calm you can see the water ripple from the bank 
from the vibration when an express train passes by.  

Since the dam as been removed the canal bank has subsided on the side 
nearest to the railway, it sank that much the water started to run over the concrete 
wall on the side, and down the steep bank.  

It has been shuttered up with planks and topped up with concrete since, in order 
to stop the water from running over the top.  

The roof of the bridge has also bowed a great deal since those early days.  
I have in the past informed my concerns for this part of the canal system with its 

weakened bridges. Two members of Bugbrooke Parish Council arranged a meeting 
with me to go and see the Aqueduct Bridge. I told them of my concerns, and I 
showed them how much it had moved over the years, I was thanked for showing 
them the problem, I do not know if anything was done, or if the information that I gave 
was completely ignored.  

Like old Mr Jack Pearson, I dread to think of the consequences of a breach in 
this area of the canal, and what would happen to all the people living in and on the 
old flood plain.  

I was told when the bank broke at Weedon the water came up the brook not 
down or just built up as some people think. It came up that fast in the village it 
knocked down lots of walls in the West End of Bugbrooke. These walls were never 
rebuilt, they were replaced with iron railings, and most of them are still there to this 
day.  

If the bank broke, all these new houses that have been built along the old flood 
plain would be badly flooded or damaged, not to think what all the motor cars and 
garden sheds would do, amongst the rest of the flotsam when they reached the 
bridges, as it’s not so much the water that does the damage as all the flotsam within 
it when it stops it from moving.  

One cubic yard of water represents over one ton in weight.  
And for every cubic foot of water, is one horsepower.  
With twenty seven horse power, to every cubic yard.  
There is a lot of power for any man to ignore in that canal.  
I would like to see the bridge made safe, reconstructed, or a steel trunk fitted in 

for safety reasons.  
Another alternative that would make things safer would be to fit automatic 

guillotine gates at the Wharf and Rainbows Crossing, also on the very high banks at 
Weedon.  
Stanley Joseph Clark 
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WANTED 

A new Leader for  

Bugbrooke Guides 

 

We meet on Thursdays from 6.45 

to 8pm. 

Contact Jane Causebrooke for 

further details 

07742 013087  or 

 janecausebrooke@hotmail.com 
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Answers to the Christmas  Quiz 
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Diary  

February   

2 14:00 WI - Anita - A Taste of India ⚽ 

4 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

5 14:00 Carers Cafe - Information Day SS 

9 14:00 U3A CC 

9 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

11 19:00 Bugbrooke Bowls Club - AGM  CC 

18 14:00 Wednesday Club AGM SS 

23 19:45 Flower Society NHVH 

March   

1 14:00 BEWG - Village Litter Pick - meet at the green by the shop  

2 19:30 WI - AGM followed by ‘Northampton Walks’ - David Askew  ⚽ 

4 14:00 Wednesday Club  SS 

4 19:30 Bugbrooke Environmental Working Group CC 

5 14:00 Carers Cafe - Bingo and Picture Quiz SS 

9 14:00 U3A CC 

9 19:30 Bugbrooke Parish Council CC 

11 19:00 Bugbrooke Bowls Club - Presentation Evening  CC 

14 13:00 Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church Spring Craft Fayre   

18 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

18 19:30 History Group  Zoom 

23 19:30 Flower Society NHVH 

April   

1 14:00 Wednesday Club SS 

2 14:00 Carers Cafe - A Proper Afternoon Tea SS 

Family Morning, Term Time - Thursdays  8:50 - 11:00  in the Sunday School 

CC - Community Centre     - Church ⚽ - Football Club,  

NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall SS - Sunday School 

 

Community Living Rooms: (Visitor program with the article p,11) 

Day Venue Time 

Monday morning Bugbrooke Church 10:00-11:30 

Tuesday afternoon (Not Aug) Jubilee House 1:30-5:00 

Thursday afternoon Chapel  or Jubilee House 2:00-5:00 
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