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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 

(Issue 229), August 2021 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 

At our AGM in July the management committee was re-
elected en bloc, which is great news as it means we can 
continue to work together to produce the Bugbrooke 
village magazine. I thanked the committee members individually and we 
appreciate all the deliverers and others that work behind the scenes in allowing 
each issue to be produced and distributed. 

The last 18 months have of course been unusual and this has been 
reflected in the contents of LINK, in terms of a massive reduction in events and 
activities and the nature of the articles that have been sent to us for inclusion. 

We have seen advertisers not continuing (we are grateful for your support 
over the years) and at the same time new advertisers coming forward which 
must be an encouraging sign and of course helpful as we need to generate 
substantial revenue to fund the printing costs. 

As we move forward together, following the easing of restrictions, please 
remember to take photos and send them in with a couple of paragraphs so that 
these can be shared with others. We really do need your input, ideally on a 
regular basis, if we are to reflect the changes within our community. 
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The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 06 
September 2021, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that our 

preferred way of receiving copy is by email to bugbrookelink@gmail.com. 

A Thank You 
Now that we are, hopefully, about to come out of lockdown I think we all would 
like to thank everyone who helped in our village with food parcel deliveries, 
those who drove us to have our vaccines and also taking us into their ‘bubble’. 
To those of you that have lost loved ones not just to COVID but other reasons – 
so sad. On a personal note I would like to thank the Dundas family and all NHS 
workers who still found time to be so helpful and my ‘bubble’, Andy Nicholls and 
Katie Coles without whom I probably wouldn’t have coped (I want to stay in your 
bubble!). Finally to our wonderful NHS, key workers, cleaners - you have been 
amazing and no doubt will continue to be so.  
Barbara Bell 

Who Then Is This? 
J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic novel ‘The Lord of the Rings’ tells the story 
of a quest to destroy a magic ring before an evil Dark Lord can 
find it and rule the world. The companions on the quest must 
take the ring to the Dark Lord’s stronghold and throw it into the 
furnace in which it was made. Their journey is beset by dangers, 
as the forces of evil try to stop them, but they have the wisdom 
and guidance of the wizard Gandalf to help them. Running from 
an attack, they take a road under the mountains, but that too 
takes them into the path of creatures who want to destroy them. 
They are faced by a terrible fiery monster, and in the battle that follows Gandalf 
falls into a fiery ravine. 

Later on their travels some of the companions meet an old man disguised in 
a cloak and hat. They sense danger and are afraid. Who is this? But when he 
speaks, one of them feels something other than fear, “like the sudden bite of a 
keen air, or the slap of a cold rain that wakes an uneasy sleeper”. His instincts 
are right; the old man is Gandalf, returned as if from the dead. He is indeed now 
dangerous and terrible; but he is also still their friend and leader. There is new 
hope for the success of the quest. 

The disciples know Jesus, he is their friend. They have travelled with him 
and listened to his stories. They have seen people healed. They have begun to 
understand something of his mission. But they have not even begun to grasp the 
miracle of who he is. It takes an episode of extreme danger to make them ask 
the question. 

They are with Jesus in a boat crossing the lake when a storm blows up. 
Waves crash over the small boat. The disciples bail frantically, but nothing 
works. Jesus, meanwhile, is asleep. His friends wake him up, needing his help. 
Calmly, he speaks to the wind and the water, and they subside. “Who then is 
this?” they ask one another. 

It’s the right question. Who is it that can control watery chaos with a word? 

mailto:bugbrookelink@gmail.com
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The disciples have read their scriptures and know that the universe was brought 
into being with a word from the creator God dividing the waters. They have sung 
the psalm that says to God, “the waters stood above the mountains. At your 
rebuke they flee; at the sound of your thunder they take to flight” Psalm 104 v 6 
and 7. They have read the book of Job and heard God claim power over the 
created order: “who shut in the sea with doors when it burst out from the womb… 
and said… ‘here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” They know the story of the 
Red Sea, which God parted to let their ancestors cross on dry land. 

Now Jesus speaks to raging water and it obeys. He reveals himself as more 
than a teacher, more than a healer. His friends have seen his divine power and 
they are in awe of him. “Who then is this?”He is still their friend and teacher, but 
like Gandalf’s companions, they have seen him as he truly is, as he will be on 
the other side of death. 

When Mark included stilling of the storm in his Gospel, he’s also talking to 
us. Mark tells us we are not reading a biography of a good man. We are not 
simply hearing nice stories about farming and fishing. We are not even admiring 
the skill of a healer. We are reading about God’s purpose for the world, brought 
to fruition through his Son Jesus. When Jesus stands in the boat and speaks to 
the waves, he acts with the authority of the one in whose hands rest the entire 
universe. As we read on, this episode sheds its light over everything we read. 
And when we reach the end of the story, the defeat of death itself seems almost 
inevitable, because how can death hold on to one who can still the deathly 
power of the raging waters with a word? 
Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

History Group 
PAST 
Zoom meetings have continued. We have enjoyed hearing from different 
speakers each month and a wide variety of subjects; the history of Stowe 
Gardens, Canons Ashby, Daventry, Bugbrooke Church. The latest two were by 
the Commonwealth War Graves Commission and a milliner from York Theatre 
on the History of Hats – an unusual but interesting subject for us. 
PRESENT 
Our next meeting is 14th July when the history of Towcester (or some of it) will 
be presented by a representative from the Towcester Museum. 

Northamptonshire Heritage Forum Awards Presentation took place on 
Zoom on July 1st. This prestigious event was attended by many important 
people from the County as well as representatives from Museums, Galleries, 
Historic Houses and Local History Societies. Many events, projects and 
exhibitions were praised. It was amazing how much had been achieved over the 
last couple of years. The newly refurbished Museum and Art Gallery in 
Northampton is due to open on July 10th,(it looks fabulous), the Rushden 
Museum and the Daventry Museum are recommended for a visit. 
Northamptonshire has a greater number of historic houses than any other county 
in Britain, and a huge number of enthusiastic volunteers who maintain various 
aspects of the county’s history. Awards were given in 5 categories, 3 to the 
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museums I have already mentioned, others to Rockingham Forest Trust and to 
78, Derngate. A special award to the Battlefields Society who are making sure 
that our historic battlefields do not get built on. Meaningful words were spoken by 
Professor McCormack of Northampton University, Martin Lawrence OBE Chair 
of Heritage Forum, James Lowther Vice Lord Lieutenant of Northamptonshire 
and John Griff from Radio Northampton. By reporting this I am drawing your 
attention to the many interesting places we have on our doorstep. We do not 
have to fly hundreds of miles away. 

Please send me a few words about any interesting place you visit. It would 
be good to share thoughts about our heritage. 
FUTURE 
After deep consideration and communication from interested people, it has been 
decided to continue at the moment, to hold our meetings on Zoom. It is a shame 
that this method is not possible for everyone, but for many this mode of meeting 
is preferable in our present situation. There will be no meeting in August, but we 
will start again in September on the second Wednesday of the month which will 
be 8th September. We shall also be requesting a small donation (all meetings 
have been free of charge this year), which will be necessary to meet our 
continued running costs. 

Please let me know if you would like an invitation to our Zoom meetings. 
Pat Kent (secretary) e-mail frksp6@gmail.com 

Village Green 
In a few months’ time the UK will be hosting a global gathering of international 
leaders (COP26) to set out a pathway to keeping the global temperature rise to 
within safe limits. The task is huge: we’re already experiencing deadly climate 
change (North America is currently roasting), so as well as action on the 
governmental level, collectively we as individuals can and need to have a huge 
impact too.  

Here’s a reminder of some of the things you can do to help in the fight 
against climate change:  

Switch your energy provider to one that sources electricity from renewable 
sources (and gas too if possible) and see where you can save energy (and 
money) around the home – turning the thermostat down, turning appliances off 
(rather than leaving on standby) 

Switch your internet search engine to www.ecosia.org, which uses 
advertising revenue to support tree-planting projects around the world; and tidy 
up your inbox – all those stored emails require energy-hungry data centres. 

Have meat-free/plant-based days, and when you do eat meat try to choose 
local and/or organic if possible. 

Look for local fruit and vegetables that are in season (and so have not flown 
half-way around the world). 

There’s so many hidden carbon emissions involved in making and 
transporting ‘stuff’, including clothes. In fact the fashion industry is responsible 
for 10% of humanity’s carbon emissions according to the World Economic 
Forum. For this reason vintage clothing is becoming more and more fashionable, 
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– but it doesn’t have to be 1960s Chanel to be eco-chic. There’s loads more pre-
loved fashion websites available now, including Refashion (www.re-
fashion.co.uk), eBay, Depop (www.depop.com), Vinted (www.vinted.com) and 
specialist children’s sites: Build-a-Bundle (www.buildabundle.co.uk), Kidclo 
(www.kidclo.com) and of course local selling groups on Facebook Marketplace.  

Repairing items/clothing is another way of saving emissions and reducing 
waste. 

Unbelievably some banks, pension providers and mortgage lenders are still 
investing in fossil fuels! Check to see if yours is (www.switchit.money; 
www.makemymoneymatter.co.uk) and consider switching to organisations with 
better ethical credentials. 

Try not to waste food (there’s a lot of carbon emissions associated with food 
production) and for any scraps use your food caddy or compost bin, which 
reduces the methane that is emitted from food rotting in landfill. 

Now that we are allowed to travel more, consider taking the train instead of 
domestic (or even European) flights, and perhaps leave the car at home and 
walk or take the bus if possible (and definitely switch off the engine on the school 
run/waiting outside the village shop). 

Remember your reusable coffee cup (these are being accepted more and 
more) and shopping bags (reduces waste and also the emissions involved in 
manufacturing single-use cups and bags). 

Some of these will be easier than others, but even if all of us can only 
manage 3 or 4 from this list, that is better than just a handful of people doing all 
10.  
Clare Slater 
Member of Climate Action – West Northamptonshire  
(Facebook: @climateactionwestnorthants) 
Sustainable-ish Ambassador for Northampton  
https://www.facebook.com/groups/sustainableish.northampton/about/ 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
In the last issue of LINK, I said I hoped to have more news by the next issue 
about when we would be holding an AGM and putting on our customary social 
events. That of course was before we knew the lifting of Covid restrictions would 
be put back for a month; and indeed at the time of writing this I still don’t know if 
it may be delayed again. However I can say that we have provisionally arranged 
to have an AGM on Thursday 19th August at 7.30pm in the Sunday School, and 
all will be very welcome to attend. 

At that meeting, or at a following Committee meeting, we will be able to 
make some decisions on future fund-raising events. Clearly we will have missed 
our usual Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz slot in July, which is a great shame; but our 
pre- Christmas Wine tasting is something we may aim for. 

I’ll just add a reminder that the purpose of Friends is to raise money for the 
upkeep of the village’s historic church. There is no need to be a church-goer to 
become a member of Friends (at an annual subscription of just £5 per person). If 
you are not already a member but are interested in becoming one, please 

about:blank
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contact me (on 01604 830933) or our Treasurer Tony Pace (on 01604 832516); 
or just come along to our AGM. 
Jim Inch 

Trevor Cumberpatch 
Daphne Flavell and the family of the late Trevor Cumberpatch would like to thank 
all the people who kindly sent messages of sympathy, who came to the 
churchyard on the day of Trevor's funeral and who donated to Cancer Research 
in his memory. Your support at such a sad time was greatly appreciated. 

Cubs 
Cubs have been busy this term and have earned many of their safety badges 
including the fire safety, home safety and road safety along with their emergency 
stage 2 badge. They have also enjoyed time away from the scout hut and visited 
Everdon Stubbs where they built some shelters and did tracking where they laid 
signs made from twigs and stones for the other cubs to follow and then locate 
them. Last week they hiked to Nether Heyford and managed to avoid the rain. 
They have practised putting up tents and had a visit from our district 
commissioner, Irene, to present an award to Sue, our assistant cub leader for 
over 40 years of service to scouts. 

Tonight, cubs were awarded their badges and the highest award possible in 
cubs was awarded to George, who was very busy in lockdown and completed 
badge work for the majority of the cub badges. He has almost run out of room on 
his sleeve for them all. Well done, George. 
Sue Beckingham 

Beavers  
Beavers have had a busy term and have completed several badges. They were 
challenged to work in small teams and pitch some tents which they managed 
really well but didn’t find it so easy to take the tents down and pack them away. 
They enjoyed spending time in them while eating their snacks. 

As part of their explore badge we visited Hunsbury Hill country park and 
explored the remains of the iron age fort and the woods looking for burrows and 
animal tracks and listening to the birds. They then enjoyed playing in the park 
before going home. They learnt how to light a fire and practised using a flint and 
steel and collected twigs and grass and any flammable natural materials to burn 
on the campfire. They then enjoyed toasting marshmallows on the campfire. Last 
week we visited Daventry country park where beavers did pond dipping in the 
lake and found numerous water creatures including water boatmen and some 
leeches. They also got to see a pair of swans with their family of cygnets and 
some Canadian geese and ducks. 

Sue Saunders our assistant beaver and cub leader has decided after over 
40 years in scouting to hang up her necker and take a well-deserved rest. Many 
Bugbrooke residents will know Sue through scouting and am sure wish her all 
the best in her retirement. 
Sue Beckingham 
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The Cubs visiting Everdon 
Stubbs 

 

Beavers exploring Hunsbury 
Hill Country Park 
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Congratulations to Mick Parker for getting his picture of Barley fields around 
 Bugbrooke, onto Anglia weather. 

Unusual Rigging and Moohatch sponsored the leavers hoodies for the Primary  
School,  which you can see being modelled so well in the picture. 
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Bugbrooke Primary School 
Well what a year it’s been at Bugbrooke Primary School! I am hopeful that next 
year will be a little less dramatic! By the time you read this we will have broken 
up for the Summer holidays and hopefully enjoying some much needed rest and 
relaxation in the sunshine. 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to the whole 
community who have supported us this year. I have been blown away by the 
kindness and generosity of so many who have gone above and beyond to offer 
their help in so many ways. 

During the year, many families were supported by food parcels and 
vouchers which were kindly organised by David Clayson and the Bugbrooke 
Community Café. 

We were lucky enough to have so many donations of devices to support the 
pupils during lockdown, thank you to Mr Pope for organising the donations and 
to every single person who offered second hand and brand new devices to help 
our pupils at home. We were also grateful to receive donations of IT from 
Silverbug, which has benefitted all pupils in school. 

Recently, we held our Super Raffle, where we were so lucky to receive 
many donations from parents, but also vouchers from local companies and 
through ticket sales, we were able to raise a staggering £1347.80. Thank you to 
everyone for your support! 

Towards the end of term school became a little more normal and we were 
able to enjoy some fantastic end of year events, like a Circus Event, Sports 
Week and give the Year 6 children a good send off with a silent disco, B Fest, 
Moohatch burgers, candy floss and a leavers assembly. We would like to thank 
Unusual Rigging and Moohatch for kindly sponsoring the leavers hoodies, which 
you can see being modelled so well in the picture. 

 I would like to take this opportunity to thank the whole school community 
for their support and kindness this year. It has been the hardest year for so many 
of us and without the incredible staff, supportive parents, kind members of the 
village and the most wonderful children, I really don’t know how I would have got 
through it. So thank you! Thank you from the bottom of my heart! 

Here’s to next year and all the wonderful and exciting adventures we will go 
on! 
Mrs Rebecca Birch, Head Teacher      

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
At last we are able to meet again. (I am writing this on the 3rd July, so fingers 
firmly crossed that there will be no more restrictions.) 

By the time you read this we will have met for a social evening with 
refreshments and an opportunity to inform members of our plans for the next few 
months and get their feedback and ideas as we move out of the pandemic. 

We are delighted that Sharon Badger will present 'The Midas Touch' on 
Monday 23rd August and Emma Remington will share with us 'Tricks of the 
Trade' on Monday 27th September. 

We meet in the Covid secure Village Hall at Nether Heyford on the 4th 
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Monday of each month (except bank holidays) at 7.45pm. For more details 
please contact: 
Dianne Gardner 01604 830063 or Christine Watts 01327 340041. 

Bugbrooke WI 
At last!  In June we managed to meet face to face. We met at the Millennium 
Green and enjoyed strawberries and fizz, together with delicious homemade 
shortbread. It was really good to be able to see each other and have a good chat 
and compare notes, albeit socially distanced. 

We had planned a cream tea for July but that had to be cancelled due to 
Lockdown restrictions being extended but, still determined not to be beaten, we 
are now planning a meal at The Narrowboat and we will have our afternoon tea 
in August instead. 

We are continuing to support village activities and on Saturday 26th June 
several of our members helped to supply and serve refreshments at the 
Community Cafe in aid of the mini Church Fete and on the 21st August we will 
be manning the refreshments in the Church for the Church Fete. 

Hopefully, our September meeting will be in the Community Centre and we 
will be back to some sort of normality. 

For more information on Bugbrooke WI please contact Pat Grant on 01604 
317398. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke WI Exciting Events 
Dates for your diaries 
We have planned two exciting events and hope you will all come along. 

These events are open to everyone. 
Kinky Boots 

Wednesday 20th October 2021, at Bugbrooke Community Centre 7.30pm. 
Come and hear the real story behind the famous Kinky Boots as told to us 

by Steve Pateman (the real Charlie Price). 
Tickets will be available from 1st September and will cost £10 to include a 

glass of wine or soft drink.  You can buy your tickets from The Community Café 
or The Pantry Door or by calling:  

Ann 07790 730436, Pat 07749 388616 or Sue 07814 809274 
We are sure this is going to be popular so get your tickets early. 

WI Christmas Fayre 
Saturday 20th November 2021 at Bugbrooke Community Centre 2pm 
An exciting event with lots of Artisan food and craft stalls as well as a visit 

from Father Christmas, face painting, tombola, raffle, mulled wine, mince pies, 
tea and coffee and of course (it is the WI after all) lots of delicious cakes. 
Sue Egerton, Bugbrooke WI 
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Nature Notes 
Summer is now in full swing and again the weather is proving to be fairly erratic 
this year, plants are performing in an atypical fashion. We’ve had hot weather, 
then followed by heavy rain, then another hot spell and so on. The rains have 
sadly battered the herbaceous borders. The larger blooms, roses and peonies 
suffer in particular. Mother Nature hasn’t quite got it right this year. Some years 
everything is strong and healthy, but this year the weather patterns have created 
weaker, spindly plants in some cases. Recent rains have played havoc with the 
roses, causing the buds to ball and unable to open properly. So when I can, I get 
out there and remove the outer petals that allow the blooms to open without 
resistance. 

There is quite a lot we can be doing in the garden at the moment. Pruning 
early flowering shrubs like philadelphus and spireas as next year's flowers grow 
on the new growth made during the summer. Getting the goosegrass (the bane 
of my life), an annual, out of the borders as they are now dropping their seeds 
and if we don’t remove them early enough, we will have them back next spring. 

This applies for any annual of course, but there are many that I allow to self-
seed, nature giving us a wonderful display of colour. All we’re required to do is 
disturb the soil each year and be careful not to pull or hoe up the young 
seedlings the following spring. I have benefited from nurturing annuals since we 
moved here. I’m still getting the wonderful field poppies in my borders that were 
here long before we were and I just allow, or should that be encourage them to 
stay. Others are, the delicate blue of the Nigella (Love in a Mist); the yellow 
Welsh poppies that cheer us on a dull spring day; one of my favourites… 'Orange 
Feathers', wonderful frilly orange flowers, its proper name is less attractive 'Flore 
Pleno' - though some may know it as the Spanish Poppy. Not forgetting another 
of my favourites that stand so stately in the borders… Digitalis… well known as 
Foxgloves. I particularly like the white one that brightens a dark area under a 
tree and draws the eye into the corner. A useful plant in the garden as the rabbits 
seem to leave them alone. This year the hollyhocks seem to have put 
themselves about and there appear even more than usual. 

I’ve noticed that the young Great Spotted Woodpeckers have found the 
feeding stations and there’s a bit of a battle between the woodpeckers and the 
stroppy robins at the moment. Eventually, they concede there’s enough for both 
of them. But it’s good to know that the woodpeckers have found suitable nesting 
up here and that there are now enough trees to attract them. However, they do 
seem to prefer to hammer rat-a-tat-tat on our pergola and picket fencing around 
the vegetable garden, rather than the trees! 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and 
recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from 
middle-age onwards, country-wide. Your friendly local group usually meets at 
Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre, on the third Monday of the month at 
2.00pm (except for December, on the second Monday) and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups – most suspended at the time of 
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writing - that have met regularly, including Book and Jigsaw Exchanges, 
Classics for Pleasure, Conversational French, Genealogy, ‘Beginners’ and 
‘Intermediate’ German, Literature, Luncheon Club, My Kind of Music, 
Photography, Play-Reading and Scrabble. The Photography and Genealogy 
Groups have been holding virtual meetings by video link (currently ‘Zoom’). 

There is no meeting in August, as usual. 
Monday 20th September – a General Meeting, with a topic yet to be 

arranged, subject to prevailing guidelines – please check the website nearer the 
date. 

For the latest information, including any meetings arranged and for general 
enquiries, visit the website https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene. 

 

Bugbrooke Family Morning 

(Mums and Tots Group) 
We are really hoping that we will be able to start Bugbrooke Family Morning 
again in September when the schools start back. We have been running for over 
40 years and this is the first time we have had to close our doors for any length 
of time. 

We are run by volunteers and hold our session in the church building (same 
place as the Community Café) in Church Lane on Thursday mornings from 8.50 
am until 11 am. We are a group for pre-school children and their mums, dads, 
grandparents and carers to come along and play with our toys and meet friends. 
We love it when those with new babies drop in. Our youngest was only a few 
days old!  It is a good place to meet new people, especially if you are a first-time 
parent or just moved to the village. 

We supply refreshments for both adults and children during the session and 
only ask for a small donation towards this. 

We set out the tables with all sorts of toys, including Lego, Playmobil, Brio 
trains, playdough, puzzles and painting and we have a floor mat with lots of baby 
toys for the young ones to play with and a book corner. 

Keep an eye on our Bugbrooke Family Morning Facebook page and also 
the Bugbrooke Friendly Facebook page for more information nearer the time and 
let’s hope we can go ahead as planned! 
Gerry Clarke and team. 

Village Profile  
Wendy Barton – Community Cafe Volunteer Waitress, Face Painter 

Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
Moved to Bugbrooke in November 2015  so we have been here for 
five and a half years. In my younger days I spent time in Cyprus 
and Singapore as my father was in the R.A.F. For about 30 odd 
years I then lived in Oxfordshire, including Witney, Enstone and 
Abingdon. When Pete, my husband retired we bought a house in 
Spain (San Miguel de Salinas on the Costa Blanca) and split our 

https://u3asites.org.uk/upper-nene
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time between there and Wolverton. 
So where did you go to school? 
My primary years were in Singapore. School took place in the morning and we 
were free to have fun (go swimming) in the afternoon. My secondary school was 
in Witney. Very different to have to be in school until 3 or 4pm. My brother and 
sister, both younger than me, went to boarding school, but I didn’t want to do 
that. 
Did you have a happy childhood? 
Yes. I spent a lot of time in the school holidays with my cousins in Hampshire 
and in Wales. There was always plenty of love, fun and laughter in my childhood. 
What made you leave Spain and come back here? 
We realised we were spending more time here with grandchildren and other 
relatives, so it made sense to live here. 
What do you like best about Bugbrooke?  
The general feel of community spirit and friendliness. 
What was special about living in Spain? 
The weather. And we made a lot of friends there. Everyone was very helpful. We 
wanted to get to know people other than ex-pats, and we did.  As well as 
Spaniards there were Dutch and Swiss. 
You have joined Bugbrooke society very quickly. Did you do the same in Spain? 
Yes there was plenty to join in with. We went to lunch clubs, and restaurants 
(trying different food) every week. We learned Spanish and made good friends 
who have visited us here. It was a very friendly place. For 5 years our electricity 
supply was connected to the lamp post, which made it erratic, but then the 
council put in a generator. 
What do you think you learned from living in Spain? 
Spain definitely taught us to be patient as things happen when they happen 
there, and there’s nothing you can do to make it happen any quicker. The banks 
there are a good example. You could be lucky and everyone in front has 
something quick to do, cash cheque, pay in money etc. or unlucky and someone 
wants to discuss taking out a mortgage (which happened to us on one occasion) 
or it’s time for the cashier’s break. Yes, you just wait in the queue until they have 
finished and come back. Also time is relative. When a Spanish workperson says 
they will be with you in the afternoon, they mean after 5.30p.m. but before 10 
p.m. The Spanish people in general are very helpful and friendly as long as you 
make an effort. 
What is your favourite food/restaurant? 
If I’m at home it has to be boiled gammon, mash and parsley sauce. If I’m out, 
probably fish or scallops or something I wouldn’t cook. 
Favourite restaurant without doubt, Le Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons (where we got 
married) – otherwise locally The Red Lion, at East Haddon. Unless it’s for 
breakfast, then obviously, The Community Cafe. 
If you could start again what career would you choose? 
I tried quite a few occupations. Bar work, care assistant, motor mechanic, 
accounting, but the time I had in event catering/planning, was the most enjoyable 
for me. I spent 15 years doing it and would do it all again. 
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Simon Eddison’s sunset over his 
garden 

Rainy Days in Bugbrooke 
taken by Marisa Gordon in 

May. 

Allen Dale with a feathered friend 
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2 more great pictures of activity on the canal by Mick Parker 
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You’ve learned the art of face painting recently. How did that come about? 
I like doing craft work with my hands and thought I could do it for charity. I have 
enjoyed it. 
You have helped with the scouts, haven’t you? 
Yes. Pete was a Queens Scout. I was a brownie. It’s a good organization. We 
help where we can. 
Do you enjoy music/sport? 
I enjoy both. My taste in music varies. It’s more a song that appeals rather than a 
particular artist/performer. Usually something upbeat. When it comes to sport, I 
enjoy athletics, volleyball, netball and swimming, but would always rather 
participate than watch it. 
What are you most proud of? 
Our grandchildren. 
When was your happiest moment? 
Not sure yet, as I’m still having them. When I was a kid, one of my happiest 
moments was when my godmother bought me my first knickerbocker glory. In 
my teens it was probably when I passed my driving test. And later when I 
married Pete. And now our grandchildren give us some great moments. 
Do you have an ambition? 
I think I’ve probably achieved most of the things I wanted to. My only ambition at 
the moment is to carry on enjoying life. 
How would you like to be remembered? 
That I left people feeling happy and/or cared about. 
Where is your favourite holiday destination? 
I’ve been to some great places, but probably somewhere in the Far East. Maybe 
Singapore, as it also brings back childhood memories. We are taking our 
grandchildren to Butlins very soon. 
What book would you take to a desert island? 
I do like Detective Mysteries (Agatha Christie, Lee Childs, Sam Bourne) and I 
have read the Harry Potter Series twice. 
Who do you admire most? 
People who don’t give up at the first, second or third hurdle. 
What in life is most important to you? 
Family. 
Have you any advice for younger people? 
Believe in yourself. 
Interview by Pat Kent 

Rose Hip Picking 
During the Second World War when at school, and into the early 1950s we were 
encouraged to go out into the fields in the autumn, this was to pick as many rose 
hips as possible, from off the hedgerows and such likes, and for every pound of 
Hips in weight we were paid three pence, also we were given badges to the ones 
that had collected the most. 

One very tall Home Boy, named Richard Macconachie who lived with Mrs 
Polly Wooding on the Gayton Road up Camp Hill used to be always able to pick 
the most nearly every time, when he took his collection to school, I suppose it 
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was due to his height and reach that had something to do with it, as he did not 
have the problems that us smaller built people had, we would hand them over 
every morning at the start of class as they would be weighed up and tipped into 
large sacks ready to be taken away, along with us getting some money for 
collecting them, I used to put my money into buying saving stamps for my 
savings Book, that also took place in morning assembly. 

The favourite places for us lads to go collecting these rose hips, was along 
the side of the towpath along the canal, and railway banks, they were so many of 
them to pick and at times we had quite a job carrying them back home, due to 
the weight of them, every spare minute we would be out and about picking them, 
the hedges on the banks between Bugbrooke Wharf and Jimmy Rainbows Level 
Crossing were absolutely full of them, also on the bushes and hedges up on 
Bugbrooke Downs. Us smaller boys found it quicker and better to help one 
another and to share the money from what we had picked, we found that we 
could pick as many as our elders and at times even more, especially when one 
held the briers down while someone else picked them, by doing it this way we 
were to be rewarded by earning more money for our savings. 

We would use all sorts of tins with handles opon them, along with Wicker 
Baskets all shapes and sizes, the best for collecting them in, and anything to 
make it easer to carry them home, we found that old army Haversacks, or even 
empty sand bags as they were small and comfortable to carry, we took old 
walking sticks with us to pull the highest briers down so that we could pick them, 
and one lad always took a very short ladder with him and his partner while 
picking these Rose Hips, and they carried them back home using this small 
ladder like a stretcher, some took small hand carts for it could be quite a burden 
to get them back home or to school. 

It was not only Rose Hips that we were paid for collecting, but Black Berries 
as well but the rose hips were the most popular one to be picked, as you could 
earn more money by doing so. 

 A little of what life was like when a small boy and what we got up to.       
S.J.Clark. 

From Our Archives 
We have had insufficient input from the village in the last 2 months, in both articles 
and pictures, to fill this 48 page slimmed down issue. We have therefore been forced 
to delve into our archives to find a piece of interest to fill up the LINK. This piece has 
been taken from a 2007 issue, but looks back at an earlier era. 
 

A Look Back At Bugbrooke Fair 
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