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A Letter to the LINK 
The bus featured on the front of The October Bugbrooke LINK, attended the 
wedding of my daughter Sara-Jane on 3rd August and did indeed transport 
guests from the church to the wedding reception held at Stowe Lodge,  

The bus is a 1920 AEC K type open-topped double decker operated by 
the London General Omnibus Company (LGOC), the fore-runner to London 
Transport.  

The bus is owned by a good friend of mine, Barry Weatherhead. He 
acquired it some years ago from a farm where it was being used as a chicken 
coop. Over the years he has carried out a nut and bolt restoration to present 
the bus in the wonderful condition it is today. 
K502 is only one of two such buses in existence, 
the other, K424, is still owned by London 
Transport and can be seen at their museum at 
Covent Garden. 

Barry drove K502 up from Woburn Sands 
on the morning of the wedding and as it only 
does about 14 mph flat out, it took over two 
hours. However he arrived in good time and the 
bus was parked adjacent to the Sunday School 
while Barry and his crew enjoyed a well earned 
cuppa in the cafe before undertaking their 
official duties. 
Richard Higginbottom 
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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 183), December  2013 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 

 

Thank you so much for the feedback on the October 2013 

LINK. We have received positive comments about the new 

look magazine and have volunteers to help us with 

delivery, which is just as well because it appears to have become heavier! 

There is some really interesting information about the eye catching red bus 

pictured on the cover of the last issue that explains why it was in the village.  

I am sure you will be as thrilled as I am about the wrap round cover on 

this festive edition and the mix of articles and photos contained within. I am so 

grateful for our regular contributors and would urge other clubs and societies 

to plan ahead and get into the habit of taking photos and putting together a 

few words or brief article every couple of months.  For this issue, as 

sometimes happens we have more articles than space.  We  apologise to any 

contributors whose articles we have had to leave out or trim for this issue. 

As part of our commitment to improving and enhancing this publication 

we would be interested to receive ideas from contributors and advertisers, 

e.g. would you be willing to pay more for adverts in colour; are we in touch 

with all that is going on in Bugbrooke; what are your favourite bits in the 

magazine?  

Finally, on behalf of the LINK committee may I wish you all a peaceful 

Christmas and healthy New Year. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 

impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and 

websites, including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and 

historical information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is 

Monday 6 January 2014, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please 

note that the preferred way of us receiving copy is by email to 

editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Parish Council 
The Parish Council is expecting the agreement regarding the provision of a 

new churchyard to be completed by the end of the year. In preparation for the 

Front Page: Many thanks to the Art Group for their seasonal contribution, painted 
this year by  Barbara Clarke 

file:///C:/Users/dell/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/Content.Outlook/Local%20Settings/Temporary%20Internet%20Files/LINK%20Issue%20142%20(Feb%2007)/www.bugbrookelink.co.uk
mailto:editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk
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new graveyard the Millennium Green Trustees and other volunteers had a 

working party on Nov. 9th when a new hedge was planted to delineate the 

line of the new cemetery. I understand Rev. Stephen French will be 

organising a date during 2014 when the Bishop of Peterborough will come 

to Bugbrooke and consecrate the new area. 

The public notice board at the Chipsey Avenue end of School Close 

has been removed owing to continued vandalism of the board. It will be 

replaced at the junction of Chipsey Avenue and Levitts Road in the near 

future. 

The houses at Peace Hill are currently under construction and by the 

time this issue comes out, will be at roof level. Some of the dwellings will be 

ready for occupation in the spring of 2014. Anyone wishing to be considered 

for Social or Shared Ownership properties should contact South Northants 

Homes (via South Northants Council) as soon as possible. The Parish 

Council had a presentation by Ms Laura Welch, Strategic Housing Officer at 

SNC, explaining the allocation process for these homes. We will have 50 

such homes at Peace Hill and Johns Road, and there are about 50 people 

eligible for the Bugbrooke area. Now is the time to put in your application 

before it is too late. 

The Parish Clerk, Sally Bramley-Brown, can receive telephone and e-

mail messages from parishioners at any time. She is also available at the 

Parish Office in the Community Centre on Mondays and Tuesdays from 

10.00a.m. ï 3.00p.m. for anyone wishing to talk to her about parish issues. 

You may be interested to note that the 81 dwellings going up at Johns 

Road/Pilgrims Lane will all have chimneys even though all of them will not 

have an open fire or attached flue. The developers advise me this will cost 

about £1000 per house, and we are left wondering whether a saving of 

£80,000 might have been better used in the village; perhaps at the Primary 

School. 

John Curtis (Chairman) 

Letter to the LINK 
Dear Sirs 

Midway Park Junction 16 Industrial Area Northampton DISASTER 

I would like to draw your attention to the proposed new 178 hectare 

development of Industrial Warehousing on our rural green belt area at 

Junction 16. 

Hampton Brook Estates Ltd are the developers for this site and with 

the West Northamptonshire Joint Planning Unit they are changing the 
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planning policies for the area, from restricting large developments that are not 

sustainable to the surroundings and Northampton as a whole to allow mixed 

commercial/warehousing developments onto our green belt area near the 

villages of Harpole, Kislingbury, Bugbrooke and Upper Heyford. This will not 

only bring more pollution, noise and un-sightly buildings, but will make the area 

very busy and in-turn destroy the countryside and the neighbouring villages. 

There are many industrial estates already in Northamptonshire as a whole 

and in the same vicinity as the proposed site.  Most are not fully utilised. So why 

destroy our rural site at Junction 16, when there are sites elsewhere still to be 

fully developed? 

Information on the development can be viewed via this link. 

h t t p : / / l d f c ons u l t a t i on . wes t no r t ham pt ons h i re j pu . o rg / g f 2 . t i /

aw/242146/19880/PDF/-/7_Hampton_Brook_Rep_and_docs.pdf 

Ali Nanji <alinanji@gmail.com  

Prepare for Christmas 
How long does it take you to get ready? Are you 

ólastminute.comô or do you get ready so early that even when 

you are late you are early!  Are you able to work to your own 

pace or do you get prodded along by other people's 

priorities?  Of course, it all depends what you are preparing 

for.  Personally (not professionally) I hate getting ready for Christmas too early 

but others obviously think differently. In a previous parish, Remembrance 

Sunday was the kick start for bringing out the Christmas decorations! 

Christmas does need preparation if it's going to be full of meaning and 

enjoyment, but perhaps not in the way our consumer society would have us 

focus on.  The Christian Church has for many years observed a season called 

Advent starting on the fourth Sunday before Christmas. It is a time of personal 

and collective preparation, and if observed correctly gives the Christmas Season 

real meaning and significance.  Most people though (including many Christians), 

are so busy anticipating Christmas that Advent never gets a look in. 

Advent means óComingô.  It begins on Advent Sunday (December 

1st 2013) and we start by looking not at the beginning of the story but at the end 

ð the time of Christ's return at the close of the age.  We are confronted with 

thoughts of separation, but also reminded of the hope that we have in Jesus. 

Jesus inhabited this earthly life. He died, rose from the dead and ascended back 

to heaven so that the way to eternal life could be opened up to everyone.  It's an 

important theme which puts life into its eternal context and gives us the full 

reason for Christmas. 

http://ldfconsultation.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/gf2.ti/aw/242146/19880/PDF/-/7_Hampton_Brook_Rep_and_docs.pdf
http://ldfconsultation.westnorthamptonshirejpu.org/gf2.ti/aw/242146/19880/PDF/-/7_Hampton_Brook_Rep_and_docs.pdf
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Having reminded ourselves that Jesus came for a very special reason, the 

Advent theme on the second Sunday takes us back into the Old 

Testament.  Here we see his coming was not some sudden impulse initiated by 

God, but was meticulously planned even before time began. When everything 

was ready, at the time that was right, Jesus was born. 

On the third Sunday of Advent we are brought much nearer to the Christ 

event.  We meet John the Baptist, the Forerunner, the one with a job a bit like 

that of an advertising executive; not to draw attention to himself but to point to 

Jesus who was about to start his earthly ministry.  John said of Jesus, "He must 

increase", and about himself  "I must decrease".  That's good advice for anyone 

who wants to be one of Jesus' followers, and itôs not easy, as John found out. It 

cost him his life. 

The fourth Sunday in Advent is that of the Annunciation.  That's the fancy 

word used to describe all that happened to a young girl called Mary.  We 

remember how Mary was visited by an angel and told, although she was a 

virgin, she was going to have a baby, the Son of God.  The mechanics 

of this have baffled people ever since, but that's not really the point.  Mary was 

willing to give herself to God, and God was powerful enough to do the 

impossible.  So Jesus was born, in the right place, at the right time, the result of 

a long term plan and with a special work to do. 

Now, of course, you can celebrate Christmas without thinking of any of 

this.  But that's rather like setting out on a journey without having thought about 

your route.  You may enjoy it, but you will miss a lot of really good things 

because you haven't taken the trouble to prepare.  In the Christian tradition, 

Christmas is a twelve day celebration (26th December to 6th January), but for 

many people it never lasts that long because the celebrations have all been 

done beforehand, and the real point is missed completely. 

So this year, don't anticipate Christmas but prepare for it by following 

through the Advent themes.  If you do this you will discover that there's much 

more to Christmas than trees and lights and food and drink.  At its heart there is 

a person, Jesus Christ the Lord, who will be the Saviour and Lord of your 

life.  When you meet with him, not just Christmas, but your whole life, will never 

be the same again. 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Bugbrooke Allotment Association 

It has been a very busy and productive year on the allotment site.   All the new 

plots are in cultivation and we are really pleased to say we have cleared the 

waiting list so if anyone who is resident in the village wants a plot, the wait 

should not be too long. 



13 

9 

12 



13 

 If you do wish to become a plot holder please contact either: 

Roy Smith (Chairman) on (01604) 832715 or muroybug@btinternet.com 

Kath Hall (Treasurer) on (01604) 831956 or Kathryn.hall@virgin.net 

o r  Dave  Marsha l l  (Sec re ta ry )  on  (01604 )  831016 

or dandj.marshall@gmail.com 

Dave Marshall 

Street Wardens 

I am still in need of street wardens for Bugbrooke Village. Those persons 

who have expressed an interest will be contacted shortly. 

Statistics 

The crime figures for the period 01.04.13 to 01.09.13 are as follows: 

3 Burglary ï Dwelling, 1  Burglary ï Other,  6 Criminal Damage 

1 Theft from Vehicle, 6 Theft Handling, 1 Theft of Motor Vehicle 

4   Violent Offences (Domestic) 

Beware 

Bugbrooke ï A vehicle was broken into in Butts Hill Crescent, Bugbrooke 

between Friday 4th and Tuesday 8th October. 

The catalytic converter was cut from a vehicle in the High Street, Bugbrooke 

overnight on Tuesday 22nd October. 

Nether Heyford ï The catalytic converter was cut from a vehicle in South 

View, Nether Heyford on Wednesday 2nd October. 

NHW Volunteers 

The police are actively seeking enthusiastic volunteers to help them in some 

of their tasks notably as a Community Messaging Volunteer who will be 

involved in disseminating crime information to relevant NHW schemes. 

In order to do this the police wish to establish a rota of volunteers to 

work from either Brackley or Towcester police stations for an hour or so 

each day. 

An application form and vetting process would need to be completed, 

and training be given. If anyone is interested in this exciting and varied role 

please contact me, or Mark Osborne (Local Response Sergeant) on: 

Mobile Phone: 07557 778888 

Switchboard:   03000 111 222 ext 345215 

Email:              mark.osborne@northants.police.uk 

mailto:muroybug@btinternet.com
mailto:Kathryn.hall@virgin.net
mailto:dandj.marshall@gmail.com
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Information 

As we still have a limited number of street wardens, if you have a problem with 

which you are reticent to call the police on 101, I am happy for you to call me, 

as some of Bugbrookeôs residents have done, and I will pass on their query to 

the police. My number is 01604 831381. 

Donôt forget if a crime is in progress dial 999. 

David Dungate 

 

The Parish Council have requested that the following comment to the previous 

LINK  NHW  article be published: 

ñMr Dungate stated in the article about issues relating to the Community 

Centre -ñééthe Parish Council cannot seem to sort out a policy for closing the 

car park gateé..ò. The Parish Council wish to make it absolutely clear that 

management of the Community Centre, is dealt with solely by the Community 

Centre management committee and that the Parish Council plays no part in 

this.  Councillors are concerned that members of the public may be misled by 

Mr Dungateôs comments.ò 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
The demonstration by Wendy Pitkin was anticipated with great 

enthusiasm.  We weren't disappointed!!  Her designs and the quality of her 

flowers were superb.  Congratulations are in order to our secretary Simone 

Squire who recently passed her NAFAS speakerôs test.  Well done Simone. 

On January 27th 2014 the AGM will be followed by a Buffet Supper. 

If you have never been to a demonstration before do come along to 

Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday of each month where a warm 

welcome awaits you and a relaxing evening is guaranteed. 

For more information please ring Simone on 01327 342167 

News from Bugbrooke School  
Bugbrooke School is always a busy place and last term was no exception; a 

number of exciting activities and events took place which contribute to 

childrenôs enthusiasm for school and therefore have a positive impact on their 

learning and progress. We are delighted to share with you some of our news 

and achievements. 

Languages Day 

In October we held our annual Languages Day during which the children spent 

the day rotating around a number of different activities designed to help them 

learn about the different regions of France, including tasting delicious crepes 
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and gallettes! The children had a great day which culminated in a special 

assembly in which they shared all the interesting things they had learnt.  

New Infant Library  

We were delighted to complete the refurbishment of our infant library this 

term, which was made possible by the amazing fundraising efforts of our 

PTA ï Friends of Bugbrooke School (FOBS). Two years ago FOBS raised the 

money to update our Junior library which serves our older children and we 

have been saving hard since then to do the same for our younger children.    

Open Day 

Earlier in the term, we welcomed a number of visitors into school for our 

annual Open Day. New parents were taken on a guided tour of the school by 

some of our Y6 children, who introduced them to the teachers and showed 

them our facilities. Parents commented on the óhappy and busyô atmosphere 

in the school and how the children seem to enjoy their lessons! Visitors were 

impressed with our polite, confident Y6 ambassadors and over the course of 

the day, more than 100 parents and grandparents visited classes and shared 

in their childrenôs learning. We hope that this might encourage a few more 

people to come into school and help us whenever they have some free time ï 

this can be on a regular or occasional basis and all are welcome! 

Parking around the school 

We are aware that parking before and after school can cause a nuisance for 

some of our neighbours and we regularly encourage our parents to park 

considerately when dropping off or picking up children. Double parking (both 

sides) or parking close to the crossing is extremely dangerous for our 

children and it would be terrible if it took an accident to bring this important 

message home to the few people who act thoughtlessly. We hope that all 

Bugbrooke drivers take heed of the 20 mile per hour speed limit which is 

there to keep the children safe.  

Gardeners ï Bugbrooke School needs you!  

Finally, we are looking for some help with our school garden which is sadly 

underused. Unfortunately, we do not have the manpower to make the best 

use of this area and the vegetable patch and raised beds need some TLC. 

This might suit someone that doesnôt have access to a garden or allotment 

for themselves and who would like to óadoptô our garden to grow their own 

vegetables; you would then have the help of our very enthusiastic gardening 

club to keep on top of the weeds! 
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In the picture you can see 

some of our Year 1 and 2 

children learning about 

road safety and how to 

cross the road using the 

zebra crossing.  

Bespoke shelving units and 

furniture are purpose 

designed to encourage 

children to browse and 

choose books that catch their 

imagination and interest ! 

Languages Day at 

Bugbrooke Primary 

School 



Badgerôs Break 
The Community Caf® opened in March and is a great success. If you havenôt yet 

been there you are missing a treat. 

Young and old find it the ideal place to meet friends, make new friends, 

enjoy a drink and a delicious cake before going back to work, getting on with the 

business of the day, whatever that might be. 

The café is bright with pretty tablecloths on tables decorated with posies of 

fresh flowers. The cakes, all made on the premises (Food Standards Agency 

hygiene checked) are tempting, reasonably priced and very good. There is a 

huge choice; when I was there coffee 

and walnut, rocky roads, lemon loaf, 

apple, cinnamon and maple syrup 

cheese cake, crispy cakes, fruit loaf and 

Bakewell tarts were on the menu. There 

was pain au chocolat and croissants and 

all the favourite coffees, teas and soft 

drinks. The waiter/waitress will take your 

order. There are toys for children to play 

with while parents and grandparents 

chat. There are books to browse 

through, borrow or buy. I saw the full 

breakfast, excellent value for money ï 

a good place to bring your overnight 

guests and what a great idea to go out 

for breakfast. Snack lunches are 

available including home made soup, 

lasagne and quiches. Most ingredients 

are sourced locally and other high 

quality foods come from M&S and 

Waitrose. 

You can be assured of a warm 
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welcome here. The Badgerôs Break is definitely a Bugbrooke jewel. 

We are very lucky in this village to have many people who give their time 

and energy to projects for the benefit of the community. Congratulations Dave 

Clayson, Jo Stevens and all your happy volunteer helpers. 

 

Please note:  With effect from 1st December, Bugbrooke Community Café will 

be changing opening hours and menus.  Details of this, our new cooking club, 

and book exchange are included on the flyer coming through every Bugbrooke 

front door. 

Bugbrooke OAP Gift Scheme 
We have just collected all the application forms for the Christmas Gift Vouchers. 

These will be prepared within the month and delivered to those who applied in 

the first week of December. 

We had our last fund raising event of the year in October. It was our very 

popular Wine Tasting Evening. This was made even more enjoyable by the 

assistance of David Pope, who gallantly stepped in at short notice to be our 

Master of Ceremonies. 

We would like to thank most sincerely all the organisations and 

businesses who contribute to our scheme, without their help we could not 

continue. 

We wish everyone a very happy Christmas and  healthy New Year. 

Judith Piper (Chairman) 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone. I am writing this in October and reminding everyone we must 

expect winter like weather from now on. With fuel prices going even higher there 

is more need to wrap up warm and eat good food. 

Sept 4th: It was good to return back to our meetings today especially as 

we had cake & sherry provided by ñbirthday girlò Norma Knight.  Thank you and 

best wishes Norma. 

Sept 8th: Was our fund raising day.  We raised just over £667, a really 

good result.  The teas were much enjoyed with a very good selection of 

sandwiches and cakes. Raffle winners were, Joyce Clanfield bottle of whiskey, 

Norma Knight box of fruit, Mrs Stead bottle of red wine, Sheila Bird box of 

celebrations, Ann Gowan a plant, Sandra Baxter shortbread biscuits, Bet Bass 

a china mug, Margaret Leggett tea towel set, Mary French box of groceries. 

Annie Boswell correctly guessed the dollôs name,  ñElizabethò. 

The club members wish to thank everyone who helped in any way, gave 
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donations or made and served the teas.  Also thanks to those who came to 

support the event. 

Sept 18th: For the second year running we have received a wonderful, 

anonymous donation of £1000.  Our very grateful thanks to this person and 

hopefully they have received our letter of thanks as well. 

Oct 2nd: Today we had a Fish & Chip lunch.  Unusually, but most 

welcome, were non-members. 

New members would be most welcome.  Just ring Cherry on 830389 or 

Linda on 831219 who will fill you in on details. 

Mrs D M French 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Pre-school 
This is always an exciting and busy term at Pre-school, with the Autumn 

activities and build up to Christmas.  In September grandparents were invited in 

to Pre-school to celebrate Grandparents Day and help the children make a 

family tree.  This was a lovely opportunity for family members to see the 

children in a different environment and they also received an apple pie made 

with apples from the Pre-school garden. 

In October parents and children from Pre-school and the Mums and Tots 

group were invited to the village church for a Harvest Festival service led by 

Gillian Stone and Sue Pace.  The children listened and shared stories and then 

joined in with singing and prayers. They were then delighted to take some 

cakes back to Pre-school for snack time.  Many thanks to Sue and Gillian for 

arranging this, the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves and are already 

looking forward to the Christmas church service. 

Currently Pre-school is looking a little spooky in a Halloween way as the 

children have been making bats from kitchen rolls and card and skeleton 

pictures with white painted pasta.  We also held a fundraising fancy dress day 

and cake sale on the last day of term and must thank parents for supporting our 

events. 

After half term the Christmas activities will begin, building up to the 

church service, tots carol service, the nativity play and the Christmas party.   

Victoria is planning a new play for this year and we canôt wait to see the 

children take on their roles. 

Pre-school relies on fundraising activities to keep providing the excellent 

facilities and qualified staff so please look out for details of coming events and 

support us whenever possible.  We also have a recycling box at Pre-school 

which takes unwanted clothing, bedding, curtains, paired shoes and handbags 

so if you have any of these please feel free to bag them up and bring them 

along to Pre-school. 
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If you, a friend or family member has a child aged 2 to 4 years and 

would be interested in looking around Pre-school please contact me on the 

number below or via email as we are now filling our spaces for 2013/14.   

There is government funding available for some 2 year old children to attend 

Pre-school and to see if you are eligible for this please check the 

Northamptonshire County Council website where there is an óonline eligibility 

checkerô.  If you are unable to access this please give me a call on the 

number below. 

If you would like any information on any of the above or to look around 

our new and improved facilities please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 

5 7 4 1 5 5  o r  a t  ou r  n e w  e m a i l  ad d r e s s  w h i c h  i s 

bugbrookepreschool@yahoo.co.uk. 

Julie Tompkins 07563 574155 

Bugbrooke WI 
Our AGM and Hot Supper in October gave us the opportunity to think back 

over our activities during the last year. We  enjoyed making African hand-

made bead bracelets, started a new Book Club and helped the Primary 

School children with handicraft projects.  

We have watched a beautiful picture of swans at sunset materialise 

before our eyes, laughed at the behind-the-scenes stories of a Boughton 

House guide and learnt about the life of Northamptonshire poet John Clare.  

November and December put us in the mood for Christmas with flowers 

by Amanda Cameron and entertainment by Jayne Osborne.  

We start the New Year with Douglas Maddy, a professional illusionist 

and magician. February brings us a mixed bunch of activities with Scrabble, 

discussion and paper craft, all very light hearted.  

We are now meeting at the Community Centre.  

In the wider W.I. circle members can enjoy organised walks throughout 

the county, an outing to Chatsworth House and Christmas coffee morning at 

W.I. House in Moulton. These are all detailed in our County Newsletter 

accessed through www.thewi.org.uk/northamptonshire or you can ring 

Brenda on 831811.  

Bugbrooke Sports & Community Association 
The topic of dogs fouling the playing fields was raised at our latest meeting, 

when two members recounted the story of a woman who drove into the car 

park, while talking on a mobile phone and proceeded to let her dogs out of the 

car to run unattended over the playing fields while she continued her 

conversation. There was no attempt on her part to ensure that any fouling 
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was removed, which could cause at best inconvenience and at worst health 

issues. This type of behaviour is not uncommon and if it persists the committee 

will have to consider taking further action to protect those villagers who use the 

facilities provided for legitimate activities. 

BL Dinsey 

A Cheery Thought 
I heard a bird sing 

In the dark of December, 

A magical thing 

And sweet to remember, 

'We are nearer to spring 

Than we were in September'. 

Oliver Harford (1863ɬ1935, US writer and artist) 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A ï the University of the Third Age, aims to stimulate educational and 

recreational activities among the retired or otherwise not fully employed from 

middle-age onwards. Your friendly local group meets in the afternoon on the 

third Monday of each month at Bugbrooke Community Centre, usually at 

2.30pm and non-members are welcome as guests. There are also óSpecial 

Interestô groups that meet regularly, including Book Exchange, Classics for 

Pleasure, French, Genealogy, German, Literature, Luncheon Club, Music 

Appreciation, Play Reading, Scrabble and Snooker. 

Forthcoming Events ï See diary page 54 

Enquiries to 01604ï831627 or 01327ï340407. 

Roger Colbourne 

Stars at Night 
Being raised up in Bugbrooke during the Second World War, during the period 

when there were no street lights due to the blackout that was enforced, on such 

nights when there was no Moon, the Milky Way shone out like a long beam of 

light across the night sky, every star could be seen so clear one could see to 

walk about during these dark nights with the light from the sky alone, my 

brother Sid and sister Gwenn would tell me all the names of all the stars, the 

Plough being one of them along with the Pole Star, especially when walking 

around the village at night time during the winter months in this period in time. 

It was not until 1945 when the hostilities stopped and the war was over 

when all the street lights were put back into working order, the night sky began 

to disappear as we used to know it, for it was not only street lights, but lights 
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from every house window in the evenings, especially when all the blackout 

blinds etc were removed. 

The other light source was to come from all the beams of lights coming 

from vehicles travelling along the roads, the buses especially, for light came not 

only from its headlights but from its windows with light pouring out from them, 

and being able to see who rode on the bus. 

The trains that ran past Bugbrooke during the night time periods during 

the blackout, one would only know where the train was, apart from the noise it 

made, other than that, catching a glimpse of the fire reflecting off the smoke and 

steam coming from its funnel when opening and shutting the fire door to the fire 

box while being stoked up. 

Once the blackout regulations were lifted, one could see the whole length 

of the train with the lights from its windows reflecting on the embankments and 

trees etc as it thundered through and past the village. 

For me as a young boy to be taken out at night on fatherôs Norton 

motorcycle along the open roads at speed with the light restrictor removed, with 

the road glowing way up out in front, with all the many moths and flies etc the 

light attracted as we sped along, was to be quite a memorable occasion in my 

lifetime. 

As the years rolled on, even brighter lights came into being, all towns give 

off so much light at night, as well as lights from Motorways etc, the light 

pollution takes away the chance of seeing what we took for granted when we 

were in our early youth, the only time we see such a sight is when being in a 

place with very little to no light pollution, such as parts of Devon, Cornwall, and 

parts of Cumbria, and such places. 

Stanley Joseph Clark 

The Five Bells Luncheon Club 
The Luncheon Club has continued thanks to Judith Piper and Cherry Pilcher 

who have covered arrangements in my absence. We are still looking for 

volunteers to assist. Thank you all very much indeed. 

Next Lunch ð See diary page 54 

Wishing everyone a Very Happy Christmas and Best Wishes for the New 

Year. 

Contact Marjory 833450, Judith 832292 

Bugbrooke History Group 
Steve Southcoat, acting as a 17th Century Surgeon, gave a very interesting and 

occasionally gruesome talk at the November meeting of the History Group. 

Brandishing and demonstrating the tools of his trade we were able to appreciate 
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the amazing ability of a surgeon operating without anaesthetics or modern 

antiseptics. And such surgery saved lives; amputations, bladder stone removal, 

prostheses in the skull, as well as more minor cures such as bleeding, syringe 

use for constipation and removal of puss. Without todayôs scientific knowledge 

these men advanced their medical know-how by trial and error. Crude, it might 

have been, and we of the 21st Century might wince at the thought, but some of 

these techniques have led to the miraculous surgery which is now performed in 

our hospitals. Thank you Steve for a fascinating evening. 

We are looking forward to our annual Christmas/New Year Walk round 

the village when we discover lots of things we didnôt know about the buildings 

and land. It is always a happy sociable event ending up with seasonal food 

snacks and drinks. Everyone is welcome. Just turn up outside the Sunday 

School at 2 p.m. on 29th December, wearing your walking shoes/boots. 

Pat Kent  

Bugbrooke Guides 
We would like to thank the village for their support with our annual jumble 

sale in September, whether you donated some goodies or came to buy; it 

was a very very successful day. We had an early rain scare while setting up 

but then the sun came out (we do seem to be lucky with the date we choose, 

long may that last!).  A special thanks to all who came to help sell, or 

removed the left overs and Dave for moving tables from the primary school 

for us. We will be subsidizing our winter weekend in Derbyshire in November 

but it is great to know we have funds for our yearôs activities. 

Jane Evans. Waiting List 01604 832710 

Nature Notes  
After a cold spring, we had a lovely summer and autumn, although the weather 

has been mixed, it has been rewarding for those who have an interest in local 

nature. For the first time in a few years there were some butterfly migrants that 

made it across from the Continent to feed on our buddleia bushes. There were 

a few painted ladies and for the first time, I saw a clouded yellow butterfly. My 

butterfly book suggests that any seen in the autumn are likely to be ones that 

have bred locally, as most clouded yellows come from southern Europe in the 

spring, and sometimes they are so successful breeding here that there can be 

the ñrare spectacleò of a ñclouded yellow yearò. If you have an interest in 

butterflies, I would recommend Richard Lewingtonôs Pocket Guide to the 

Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland and published by BWP, costing £9.95. It 

is an excellent book that includes pictures of the egg, caterpillar and chrysalis 
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as well as the adult form of each species, together with a useful time line for when 

you can see the different stages in the life cycle. 

The damp conditions during the autumn have produced a good crop of 

mushrooms and toadstools. George Staniland told us about some inkcap 

mushrooms that appeared in the churchyard overnight (see photo page 38). 

Around the same time, he also saw a kingfisher by the brook. The kingfisher has 

become quite an unusual site in Bugbrooke recently, but as one is about, there is 

hope that we may see more. Little egrets have returned to the brook after leaving 

to breed. They need fairly shallow water to feed and the high water levels last year 

did not suit them at all. The American signal crayfish does not worry about high 

water levels and seems to be becoming more obvious in the brook. It can be seen 

easily and often by the clapper bridge. Just stand and look for it crawling around 

the bottom of the water. Since 1976 when it was first introduced to the UK, it has 

caused a devastating decline in our native crayfish population. The water mould 

that it carries is fatal to the native species, and it is also having an effect on fish 

stocks as well as damaging habitat. 

Look out for lesser redpolls visiting nijer seeds and blackcaps on fat balls in 

your garden. Allen Dale has recently seen up to 6 siskins (see photo page 38)  at 

a time on his garden feeders. The siskin is our only small, yellow and black bird. 

You may assume that you are looking at a greenfinch, or even a colourful sparrow, 

so it is worth looking through binoculars, just to make sure.  Quite often we see 

what we expect to see, so be aware that it isnôt too unlikely that you may see 

something a little bit more unusual. With the Bugbrooke garden Birdwatch coming 

soon, it may be worthwhile getting familiar with your garden birds.  

This year our annual Bugbrooke Garden Birdwatch will be on 25thï26th 

January.  If you would like to take part in the Birdwatch you can get a tally form the 

beginning of January from Allen at Petstop, online at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk or 

from me. All you have to do is watch for 1 hour during the Birdwatch weekend and 

count how many birds of each species you see at any one time (you will probably 

get 3 or 4, although with some species you may get more). Do not add up how 

many you see in the hour as you will probably see the same birds several times. 

Return the results to 1 Browns Yard by 2nd February. If you have a problem 

identifying a bird the excellent RSPB website should help. You can find it at http://

www.rspb.org.uk/wildlife/birdidentifier/  Last year we had 38 sets of results, but it 

would be nice to have more as the more information we can get, the better the 

picture of Bugbrooke bird life. 

Margaret Cooke 832125 
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Bugbrooke & Harpole Scout Group  
The new term started with a flourish ɬ all Packs are working hard to achieve 

new badges: 

Scouts ï Have been working towards their map and compass work where 

they took part in the District ñStar-trekò.  The Scouts were given grid references 

to navigate themselves with a map and compass around a pre-set course at 

night (9pm to 2am).  There were various bases to aim for together with timed 

tasks to be completed.  The boys finished the night coming 7th out of the 16 

packs that took part.  An excellent achievement and an exciting evening was 

had by all. 

We have also held a ñshootingò evening in the Scout Hut and following 

this event will be entering a shooting competition in the near future. 

If there are any young people who would be interested in joining us on a 

Monday evening please come along ï see details below. 

Cubs ï The boys have been busy working towards their Aircraft badge 

this term, they have been on a trip to Sywell Aerodrome which was thoroughly 

enjoyed by all and then it was back to the Scout Hut where they made paper 

aeroplanes which ended with a competition to see whoôs could fly the furthest. 

As well as this other activities included the boys going on a village hike 

and canal walk before the nights began to draw in ï all very much enjoyed. 

Beavers ï The boys have been very busy since September, amongst 

other things working towards their Animal Lover badge, where the boys had a 

field trip to Pets at Home in Daventry and learnt loads about looking after 

different pets at home and then the following week there was a visit from Samôs 

Species where the boys learnt about how to look after (and handle) reptiles.  

The term ended with a Halloween Party which provided lots of fun for all 

(including parent helpers who attended). 

Just a reminder that the Cubs, Scouts and Beavers will be, as a 

fundraising event, doing a Christmas Card Delivery Service, the cost will be 20p 

per card and the boys will be collecting cards on the 9th and 16th December, as 

well as collections there will also be collection boxes at Harben Hairdressers 

and also at Bugbrooke Primary School, a BIG thank you to Louise at Harben 

and Mrs Bastin and all at the Primary School for taking these boxes on our 

behalf, deliveries will be during the run ï up to Christmas (either the 20th/21st or 

22nd December).  Please support the youngsters in their efforts (adults will be 

supervising at all times). Further details and leaflet drops will be posted through 

your door in the very near future, so please try our new service. 
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Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The anticipated merger of Bugbrooke Cricket Club with St Michaels 74 Club as 

reported in the last issue, did not come off, as after a resounding vote of 

approval by Bugbrooke Cricket Club, St Michaels 74 changed their mind. 

Nevertheless, since the previous issue, many positives have happened 

for Bugbrooke Cricket Club.  At the Club AGM in October, Mike Adams was 

voted in as Chairman, replacing our interim Chairman David Pope, and John 

Curtis as vice Chairman with responsibility for cricket.  Chris Chapman was 

voted in as Club Captain.  Both 1st and 2nd teams were relegated last season, 

and next year all effort will be made to regain the Clubôs previous standing. 

Our website has undergone a complete makeover, please 

visit Bugbrooke.play-cricket.com to have a look, and keep up to date with all the 

latest news from the club, while you can also follow us on twitter 

@bugbrookecc. 

Winter nets will soon be upon us once again, with nets due to start 

towards the end of January, with senior nets taking place at the County Ground 

in Northampton, while junior nets will be held at Campion School. Exact dates 

and times are still to be confirmed but will be posted on the website shortly. 

Off the field the pavilion renovation has been steadily proceeding.  With 

the roof now on, the pavilion is water tight for the first time in many years, 

allowing renovation to start on the inside. Brian Curtis has boldly volunteered to 

take on the large part of this work, and is currently busy revamping the changing 

room side of the pavilion.  In the social area, the ceiling has suffered badly from 

water ingress over the years, and will be totally replaced, and the floor will be 

repaired where it has given in the corner. It is expected that the renovation will 

be complete by the start of the new season. 

If you would like to help in this renovation, and participate in a community 

project to feel proud of, we need help from volunteers with the following skills ï 

plastering, electrical, plumbing, painting, carpet laying as well as help in general 

cleaning and other areas.  

Finally, many thanks to those who gave donations to this work earlier this 

year and who can now see the work made possible through these generous 

gifts.  Any further donations towards this work will be gratefully received. 

Geoff Cooke, tel  832125 

Bugbrooke St. Michaels F.C. 
Senior teams are well into the season and league positions are beginning to 

take shape. The 1st XI are finding life a bit more difficult this season and are 

about halfway in the league but the Reserves are in the top six. Both teams are 

http://bugbrooke.play-cricket.com/
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playing youngsters developed through the youth system who are looking 

promising. The óAô side is full of young players under 20 and are finding life 

against adults a bit robust. Nevertheless they are playing good football and are 

finding their feet with their first win in early November. The óBôs are riding high 

and look capable of winning their league. 

The Under 18s are doing extremely well under the guidance of Steve 

Reeve and are well placed in the Northants Senior Youth League. The other 

youth sides are all getting good experience and are playing stylish football which 

is becoming the hallmark of Bugbrooke teams. This is the culmination of running 

a successful youth policy for over 20 years and is a credit to all the coaches who 

have taken part in the youth system over the years. 

Off the field the club has again organised a very successful Fireworks 

Night and consideration is being given to working with the Playing Fields 

Association to improve drainage on the land that has previously been rented from 

the Adams family on a peppercorn rent. This should enable less matches to be 

called off in the winter months. 

John Curtis 

Tanzania 2014 ï a final appeal 
Christmas is a very good time to think about the needy of the world and the best 

thing you can give them is a good education ï aid is a temporary fix but education 

can change their whole future for the better. So this winter we want to finish off 

Olmotonyi Secondary School and secure the education of thousands of children 

for many years to come. 

Over the summer they have completed the building of a new administration 

block and work has started on two more classrooms. As a final push we would 

still like to build more classrooms for science teaching and another small toilet 

block to separate boys from girls. If we can raise enough money we also want to 

help them finish more houses for teachers to live on the school site and extend 

the school day. They also need some computers for teaching and laboratory 

equipment. 

We would like to raise a further £5 ɬ 7,000 and every contribution helps. If 

you canôt think what to give for Christmas, we are producing Gift Cards so that 

you can give a donation for family or friends. And we are still looking for old 

unwanted laptop computers to take with us. 

If you would like to help, please make a donation to the Bugbrooke East 

Africa Trust (Charity No. 1116470). We promise that every penny raised will be 

used for the school. There are no overheads, we will meet all our own living and 

travel costs. You will be able to follow our work in LINK and on the web site. 

Tony & Sue Pace (832516) 
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Services and Events at  
St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke  

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep up-to-

date with Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events. The leaflet also 

covers the Anglican parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 

Sunday Services ð Please note Service Changes 

8:00am BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 

9:45am 1st Sunday in the month Holy Communion 

2nd Sunday in the month Morning Prayer 

3rd Sunday in the month Morning Praise 

4th Sunday in the Month Morning Prayer 

6:00pm Last Sunday in the month óSunday@Sixô a service 

of  Praise and Worship. 

5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

 

Other Services 

Tuesdays during term time 2:15pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 

First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady 

Chapel , 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 

 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 

2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 

Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday 

School. 

Alternate Wednesdays 2pm óThe Wednesday Clubô in the Sunday School 

Rooms  

Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someoneôs House)  

  Fellowship and Bible Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane. 

 

Christmas 2013 at St. Michael and All Angels, Bugbrooke 

We once again have a full program of services and events to give a focus for 

the óReason for the Seasonô.   All the details are in a Christmas card from the 

members of the Church which should have come through your letterbox.   

If you are reading this and you have not had your card please ring 831621 and 

one will be with you A.S.A.P. 

 Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers. 

If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 
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