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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 166), February 2011 

Editor: Paul Cockcroft 

 

From what I have seen of the copy that has arrived with us over 

the last month there are some very interesting articles and 

wonderful photographs to be included in this first Bugbrooke 

village magazine of 2011. 

Some of the articles we receive, such as from the Police, are put onto the website 

immediately rather than waiting for the next magazine when the contents could be 

out of date. Accordingly, it is well worth looking at the website from time to time if 

you have a computer or other device with internet access. 

The website has received an overhaul and I hope you agree that it looks 

refreshed and allows easy navigation around the contents. I thank Geoff Cooke for all 

his hard work, maintaining and upgrading the webmail and website, for the benefit of 

the magazine and the village more generally. 

We have a schedule for the magazine’s publication and I aim to send out a 

reminder by email a week or so before the deadline for each issue. I will be making 

some changes to the distribution list so if you would like to be included in the 

reminder please send me your email address in the next month. 

Please look at the revised website at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing 

numerous historic LINK magazines, a wide range of local information, links to 

relevant websites and other organisations that may be of interest. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 

March 2011, but earlier submissions are always welcome. The preferred way of us 

receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk 

Anyone who uses the above website, may have noticed a new look in recent weeks. 

The site is in the process of an upgrade to more modern software, and at the same 

time is undergoing a thorough tidy up and clear out. 

At present many, but far from all, village organisations have their details on the 

website for the benefit and information of everyone living and moving to Bugbrooke. 

As part of the upgrade, I would like to invite all of those organisations to review their 

content on the site, and notify me of any minor or structural changes you would like. I 

would also like to invite all other organisations to make contact and let me have any 

information you would like to go on the website, to make a more complete village 

directory. You might want simple contact details, a website link to your own site, or 

one or more pages of content to show people what goes on. 

Front Page:  This Photograph by Charles Toop, shows the Vulcan XH558, the last 

airworthy nuclear V-Bomber, flying over the Wharf/Unusual Rigging. See page 23 
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Any urgent information for the village that I receive, such as the cancellation of 

the bin collection before Christmas, road closures or advice on clearing the snow in 

front of your house goes on the home page of the website, so an occasional visit could 

prove useful for all. 

Geoff Cooke,  Geoff@bugbrookelink.co.uk  

Parish Council 

Planning issues have taken a back seat for the last two meetings. We are waiting for 

South Northamptonshire Council to decide when the two major applications can be 

heard, which will be within the next couple of months. The only development 

currently in progress is the old orchard adjacent to 5 High Street where 2 semi-

detached and one detached house are being built. This application has taken many 

years to come to fruition with access to the site on the bends being the main stumbling 

block. However with the introduction of the 20mph zone in this area, it has allowed 

the development to take place. 

Over the last two meetings the council has been considering the amount our 

precept (budget) for next year should be. This year it is £56,000 and we are proposing 

it is raised to £60,000 for next financial year. In this budget there is £10,000 towards 

the new churchyard extension, £2,000 towards new allotment provision and £2,000 

towards new street lighting in Church Lane needed due to undergrounding works to 

be carried out. So although the precept has risen by £4,000, when you take into 

account the ongoing project work, the overall day to day spend is actually lower. 

As mentioned above, we have been requested by the Allotment Association to 

provide more plots, a duty which the Council has to fulfil. These will be an extension 

to the existing area on the Litchborough Road and will be available as soon as the 

necessary leasing arrangements can be implemented and the area prepared. If you are 

interested in having an allotment then please contact the Allotment Association or the 

Parish Clerk. 

In May the Councillors’ four years in office are up and there will be an election. 

We have 15 Councillors currently and anybody in the parish is entitled to stand for 

election. An election will only be necessary if there are more than 15 prospective 

candidates. Being a councillor does not take up that much of your time and it enables 

you to contribute to the way the parish you live in is run and if the ‘Big Society’ as 

proposed by the present Government happens then a lot more decisions will be made 

locally. If anybody is interested in becoming a Councillor then please come to one of 

our monthly meetings (every second Monday of the month at 7.30pm) or contact the 

Clerk or myself for further information. 

Phil Bignell – Chairman 

 

Bespoke handmade kitchens. Solid Oak & painted Ash kitchens from £2000. 

AngloKitchens.com, Upper Heyford, Northampton NN7 3NA. Tel: 01604 830899. 
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The Snow Code – Tips on Clearing Snow and Ice from 

Pavements or Public Spaces  

If you clear snow and ice yourself, be careful – don't make the pathways more 

dangerous by causing them to refreeze. But don't be put off clearing paths because 

you're afraid someone will get injured. Remember, people walking on snow and ice 

have responsibility to be careful themselves. The advice below is extracted from 

advice available in full on the LINK website to help make sure you clear the pathway 

safely and effectively.  

 Clear the snow or ice early in the day  

 Use salt or sand – not water  

 Take care – where you move the snow to 

 Offer to clear your neighbours' paths  

Information supplied by the office of the Parish Council.  

Upper Nene Villages 3rd Age Group - U3A 

Monday 21st February 2011, David Wilson - ‘Dialecticle’ 

 David, who was born in Higham Ferrers and who taught in local secondary schools, 

will be giving an amusing talk on the Northamptonshire dialect which will illustrate 

his Northampton Dialect Dictionary 'That'll Learn You'.  He will introduce us to the 

words and phrases used locally which might help those who 'come from away'!  We 

have waited over a year for a talk from David which must indicate how popular his 

talks are. He is part of a duo entitled 'Duo and Solo'. 

Monday 21st March 2011, Mike Leonard - ‘Humour’ 

At this time of year, we could all do with 'a laugh' and that is what Mike will be 

giving us with stories, jokes and the funny things that people say.  He is a 

consummate speaker and I am sure we will enjoy his brand of humour. 

Meetings are open to non-members and take place at Bugbrooke Community 

Centre, Camp Hill, Bugbrooke on the 3rd Monday of each month at 2.30p.m. For 

further information contact Fay Maddern 01327 352401.   

Special Interest Groups: Antiques Trail, Appreciating Poetry, Book Exchange, 

Bridge, French beginners, French Intermediate, Genealogy, German intermediate, 

History of Music, Literature Group, Luncheon Club, 'My Kind of Music', Scrabble, 

Snooker, Spanish Beginners, Writing Family History. 

Think Before You Park! 

Are you parking in a place that would cause obstruction to other road users? Have 

you parked in a place that makes it difficult for other road users to safely drive 

around your vehicle? Are you forcing pedestrians and those with wheelchairs or 

pushchairs out into the road because you’ve blocked the pavement? 
If so, you could receive penalty points and/or a fine of up to £60. 

Remember, Think Before You Park 
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For more information about your local Safer Community Team, please visit 

www.northants.police.uk/sct. To contact your local officers to discuss issues affecting 

your area, ring 03000 111 222. 

To report a crime or an incident, ring 03000 111 222 and in an emergency, always ring 

999. 

‘Glad I’m In It’! 

Sometimes even writing a few words and sharing a thought is a 

surreal moment in time. As I glare at the computer screen I have just 

finished packing Christmas away and as this is ‘Holiday 

Monday’ (January 4th) the media is declaring the end of the 

Christmas holidays with the big return to work gaining momentum 

tomorrow and schools reopening their doors so much relieved parents can return to 

some sort of normality!  

Yet, you will not be reading these words until the beginning of February when 

the only real tangible memory of the Christmas festivities for many will be the still 

reduced bank balance! 

However, there will still be eleven months left in the year with the possibility of 

summer holidays to plan and look forward to, birthdays, anniversaries, one-off 

celebrations like a family or friend’s wedding or a milestone celebration of a number 

of years such as a Silver or Ruby Anniversary! 

Nevertheless as I project forward to February and beyond as I sit here at the start 

of 2011, ‘The only thing we can all be certain of is this minute’ and as Joyce Irene 

Grenfell, OBE (1910 – 1979) English actress, comedienne and singer-songwriter wrote 
‘and I’m glad I’m in it’! 

I know it is an old well worn clique, but none of us knows what lies ahead, we 

can only second guess and make plans and arrangements on the information we have 

at that moment in time. 

Take for example my experience of 1999! In the January my wife and I started to 

make arrangements to celebrate our twenty-fifth wedding anniversary in the July. 

This we did (thankfully) in a big way and felt very special as many family and friends 

came and celebrated with us; but before the year was out, I was making different 

arrangements, this time funeral arrangements as Chris was quite suddenly taken ill 

and died. 

Perhaps it is a good thing we do not know the finer details of what is around the 

corner as at best it would inform us to take a particular course of action; at worst it 

would paralyse us with anxiety and worry. Worrying about the future is a human 

preoccupation but as Jesus says in Matthew Chapter 6 ‘Who of you by worrying can 

add a single hour to their life’? 

Whenever you read these words ponder for a moment the word of Jesus that 

surrounds the above small extract:– 

“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink; or 

about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more important than food, and the 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_the_British_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Comedienne
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Singer-songwriter
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body more important than clothes? Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap 

or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much 

more valuable than they? Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to his life? 

And why do you worry about clothes? See how the lilies of the field grow. They do not 

labour or spin. Yet I tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendour was dressed like 

one of these. If that is how God clothes the grass of the field, which is here today and 

tomorrow is thrown into the fire, will he not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 

So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall 

we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows 

that you need them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these 

things will be given to you as well.” 

Worth a thought and worth a try at putting it into action. 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 

Friday 3rd December was the night for our wine tasting. The weather was frightful. A 

covering of snow had partly thawed and refrozen, making paths slippery and 

treacherous. We wondered how many people would come. But just about everybody 

did and we had a superb evening; a haven of warmth and jollity on a bleak winter’s 

night. Charles Byrne was again our host and entertained us royally. So many thanks to 

him once more. There was a theme to the wines, not that anybody cared. The theme was 

wines of the commonwealth, which in practice came down to those of Australia, New 

Zealand and South Africa (Canada also makes some very nice wines, but they don’t 

seem to be available over here). The event raised £439 for the Friends’ funds. This was 

slightly down on last year because we had to spend a little more on the wine, but it was 

still a very pleasing result. Our funds of course go towards the preservation of 

Bugbrooke’s beautiful and historic church. 

Our AGM will be held at 7.30pm on 13th April in the Sunday School Room. One of 

the items to be considered at the meeting will be some minor amendments to the 

constitution. Formal notice will be given about this prior to the meeting. 

Our next fund raising event will be the Fish and Chip Supper/Quiz on Friday 17th 

June in the Community Centre. 

Jim Inch 

Tree of Light Service 2010  
A big thank you to everyone who helped with December's Tree of Light service. The 

church was full for this special evening of remembrance just before Christmas and the 

comments from people who attended have been heart-warming.  

Thank you too, for such generous donations. They totalled £942 this year and this 

sum has been shared equally between the Macmillan Appeal for a new Haematology 

Unit at Northampton General Hospital, the Willow Foundation and St Michael and All 

Angels church. 

Ann Shaw and Lynne Clayson  
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News from Bugbrooke Primary  
At the beginning of a new term and a new year it is interesting to look back and see 

how much has been achieved and to see how far forward we have moved. In 2010 we 

made very good progress with our school improvement priorities: raising standards 

of attainment in maths, developing assessment in the core subjects and the 

refurbishment of large areas of the school! Of course, as we improve in one area there 

will always be others waiting to be addressed and work on these is already well 

under way in 2011 to ensure that our children continue to have the very best 

opportunities to grow and develop that they can. Reflecting on our past success helps 

us to focus with even greater confidence on the challenges ahead and we would like 

to share some of these achievements with you.  

Bugbrooke Young Voices Unite! 

In November our 50-strong choir set off for Birmingham for the annual Young Voices 

Concert at the LG Arena. We were all very excited as we had been practising for this 

special event all term, learning a number of original songs as well as Michael Jackson 

and Christmas medleys! The afternoon was spent with children from all over the 

midlands, rehearsing with our conductor, band and celebrity performers ready for the 

performance to parents in the evening. The concert was a huge success; the sight and 

sound of 6,000 children singing in unison was breathtaking! We arrived back at school 

at 11.15pm tired but also exhilarated to have been part of such a spectacular event!  

We saw out the autumn term with the traditional round of Christmas events; 

carol services, the Nativity and Christmas parties! The Reception and Key Stage 1 

production of ‘Christmas Around the World’ was superb, with some very strong 

acting and singing performances which the children shared with parents, families and 

members of the community who joined us for tea and mince pies after the show.  

Our amazing 50 strong school choir also went to Jubilee House to entertain the 

residents and day visitors there. The children sung a medley of Christmas songs and 

songs from the shows which had a few people joining in! As always, the children‘s 

excellent behaviour created a very good impression and earned us compliments from 

our hosts!  

Remembering Frank Wright 

In December we held a number of special events to acknowledge the achievements of 

one of the school’s former head teachers, Frank Wright, who served here for 32 years 

until his death in 1919. The reason we know so much about Frank and the 

contribution he made to the school and the community is due to Patricia Kent who 

wrote about his life in her book, Frank Wright – A Head of his Time. 

Bugbrooke History Group, of which Pat is a key member, decided to 

commemorate the 100th anniversary of Frank’s first radio transmission, made here at 

the school in October 1910, and which is one of his most remarkable achievements. 

We were delighted to welcome visitors from the community to mark this special 

occasion and were joined by members of the Parish Council, Bugbrooke History 

Group and the LINK Committee as well as governors, staff and children.  
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Bugbrooke children at the  

Young Voices Concert 

The Reception and 

Key Stage 1 

production of 

‘Christmas Around 

the World’ at the 

Primary School 

    Bugbrooke School Choir sing at Jubilee House before Christmas 
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The schools’ concert where the sight and sound of 6,000 children singing in 

unison was breathtaking!  

Thanks to Charles Toop for this picture, one of several sent in showing the 

spectacular hoar-frost on 7th December. 
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At this special event, the school was presented with a plaque commemorating 

Frank Wright, which was commissioned by Bugbrooke History Group and which will 

be given pride of place in the school. The plaque was presented to the school by the 

president of Northampton Radio Club, which was founded in 1913 by Frank Wright, 

and which is still going strong today. Over the course of a few weeks, several 

members of the club came into school to run radio sessions with the older children, 

telling them about amateur radio and showing them antique and new radio 

equipment. 

Debbie Bastin, Head teacher 

Free to a Good Home 
I am in receipt of "The Navy News" and other Naval/Warship type magazines, I 

would love to pass them on to any interested person. Please contact me, Peter Louch 

on 831350. 

Bugbrooke Sports and Community Centre 
It is difficult to comprehend the scale and variety of events and activities that take 

place at the Community Centre. The Centre is open Monday to Thursday evenings 

and some daytimes, often with both halls in use; weekends are usually weddings or 

other functions, including animal shows, and of course the playing fields are teaming 

with youngsters getting good healthy exercise with good healthy competitive sports. 

In a typical month towards the end of last year, the Centre hosted a tribute band, 

two dog shows, a cat show, a chinchilla show, a square dancing seminar, wine tasting, 

a quiz night, a Christmas Fair, two 18th birthday celebrations and a wedding 

reception. Regular activities include Action for Children, First Aid courses, Karate, 

Table Tennis, Art Group, Tai Chi, Weightwatchers, Pilates, History Group, 

Spiritualists, Parish Council meetings, Baby Clinic, and Youth Club. I hope they never 

get confused. 

The kitchen and bar cellar have recently been renovated to create a more 

appropriate and much larger area for catering. We are now acquiring more suitable 

crockery and cutlery, as well as a new microwave, to match the gleaming new 

kitchen. 

Not resting on our laurels, a new glossy leaflet has been produced promoting 

and explaining the outstanding facilities at the Centre. 

The Community Centre is an ideal venue for social, leisure and sports activities, 

with many local organisations using the excellent facilities available. If you wish to 

book any of the Centre’s facilities, please telephone 01604 832834 or see the regular 

advertisement in LINK.  

David Harries, Chairman  
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Avro Vulcan XH558 (See front page) 
Vulcan XH558 is the last airworthy nuclear V-Bomber from the Cold War. It is now 

operated by the Vulcan Operating Company and the £1.5 – £2.00 million annual cost 

mostly met from public donations. Most recently, another £400,000 was raised in 

October, this being only enough funds to secure hangarage and maintenance until 

early in the New Year. 

The Vulcan Operating company had offered an opportunity for a member of the 

public to purchase a ticket to ride in one of the Blades aircraft alongside the Vulcan, 

with funds raised going to Children in Need. This raised the incredible sum of 

£25,000! 2 further tickets were raffled on eBay, each raising an equally remarkable 

£5,000. 

So on the 13th October 2010, the Vulcan flew from RAF Lyneham in Wiltshire to 

Sywell. The Blades, the aerobatic team of ex-Red Arrows pilots based at Sywell 

Airport and flying Extra 300s, then formated on the Vulcan and flew around the local 

area for about ½ hour. The Blades then landed, changed passengers and repeated the 

performance. The Vulcan was airborne for a total of around 3 hours and consumed 

about £20,000 worth of fuel. 

After this, we flew from Pitsford/Brixworth over the East, then South and West 

of Northampton and then down to RAF Brize Norton near Witney for some air-air 

photography. During the trip, we flew over Bugbrooke Primary School by kind 

agreement of the Vulcan aircrew, who were made up of ex-Falklands veterans and 

captained by Sqn. Ldr. Martin Withers, DFC, who carried out in 1982 what was at the 

time the longest bombing mission ever, flying from Ascension Island to the Falklands 

and back, a 16 hour non-stop 8,000 mile flight requiring 11 Victor tankers to refuel just 

one Vulcan. 

Please visit http://www.vulcantothesky.org for more information or to donate, 

contact Charles Toop, tel 01604 832862.  

Bugbrooke WI 

Hello ladies. Belated Happy New Year wishes to you all. 

Like me I suspect you were glad to see the back of 2010? What with early heavy snow 

fall and record low temperatures in November/December last year, plus a similar very 

chilly start to the New Year, it will do us all good to start looking forward to spring 

again. Firstly I must report that in January our WI celebrated being 83 years young 

and marked the occasion with a Cheese and Wine evening. Our next meeting will be 

on February 7th when John Brough will introduce “A La Carte Group” who sing 

songs by Gilbert & Sullivan. Also in February some members will attend our Annual 

Dinner and some have volunteered to “survey shop” a designated list of produce to 

see if shops are labelling with the Country of origin as promised. It will be interesting 

to analyse the results and on Wednesday 30th March a focus group will meet at WI 

House to discuss the best and worst examples of labelling meat, poultry and fish.  

There are also crochet lessons and the first rounds of skittles to tackle! 

http://www.vulcantothesky.org/
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The process of choosing a resolution to be championed by WI in 2011 has already 

begun. There are 7 possible resolutions to choose from, and as you would expect, they 

are all thought provoking yet diverse. WI groups are being asked to complete a 

simple form available from the WI Life Magazine, one choice only, then later in the 

year we will know which resolution received the most votes. The proposed 

resolutions are as follows: 

Proposed Mega Farms 

Save our Trees 

Cost effective production of natural galantamine used for the relief of sufferers of 

Alzheimer’s type dementia 

Helmets for Cyclists 

Controlled use of mobility scooters 

The closure of local Libraries 

Extension of the Admiral Nurses network to provide dementia care nationally. 

Looking a little further forward, in March Bugbrooke WI will be organising a 

“Spring Fashion Show”. This will take place on Friday 18th March 2011 at the 

Community Centre at 7.30 p.m. The show will include Marks & Spencer Per Una 

clothing and jewellery and you can of course try and buy on the night. The Bar will be 

open from 7 p.m. and tickets costing £5.00 are already on sale. See below for contact 

numbers, the Fashion Show is open to all so do please tell your friends and family to 

come along. 

For Fashion Show tickets please contact Muriel – 832715, or Carol 830645, or 

Eileen – 830997 or Carole – 831760. Don’t miss out. 

Take care and visitors are always welcome, so see you at WI. 

Beryl Harding, (Nptn: 830186) on behalf of Bugbrooke WI.  

Nature Notes – A year in Bugbrooke 

2010 has been described as an unusual year as, for the first time in many years, it was 

one of four seasons. It started cold and snowy but this meant that hibernating animals 

and insects were able to do so without waking and looking for food that was difficult 

to find. Consequently there was a better than average survival rate so that there was a 

good breeding season later on. The late spring did not delay the migrating House 

Martins, Swallows and Swifts from returning. In fact they arrived rather earlier than 

normal and also left early too. However the late spring did bring a wonderful display 

of wild flowers, as they all flowered together. Charity Meadow was amazing. 

Butterflies seem to have been more prolific and we counted 18 different species in 

Bugbrooke, but the cool summer did prevent the migratory butterflies such as the 

Painted Lady from arriving. Painted Ladies have become regular visitors in late 

summer and we do rather expect to see them, but this is a relatively recent 

phenomenon as they were considered to be fairly rare until the 1990s. Autumn 

brought an abundance of hedgerow berries as a result of the magnificent flowering in 

the spring, and the leaves on the trees were slow to fall giving a marvellous display. 
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Winter came early with the coldest December since records began in some places, and 

Redwings could be seen feeding on the hawthorn berries and Blackbirds taking 

advantage of garden berries on cotoneaster and pyracantha. Birds which normally 

keep away from feeders such as Reed Buntings came into the garden to join the more 

familiar birds at the bird table. 

By February we should be seeing the first signs of spring again. In the 

churchyard, look out for snowdrops, and the raucous courting and nest-building of 

the Rooks and Jackdaws in the trees above. If we should have snow, it is a good time 

to look for tracks of wild mammals, such as foxes, deer and rabbits and when a thaw 

starts to reveal the grass, Blackbirds quickly start to rummage around to find small 

invertebrates to eat. 

Blackbirds are one of the first birds to be heard proclaiming their territory in 

preparation for the breeding season, but listen too for the hammering of the Great 

Spotted Woodpecker. These are fairly common in Bugbrooke, and should be heard 

often. 2010 was a late and fairly poor season for frogspawn, but normally throughout 

February there should be a great deal of frog activity in ponds. On fine days, 

hibernating butterflies such as the Peacock butterfly and Small Tortoiseshell butterfly 

may be seen, as well as the bright yellow Brimstone butterfly. Queen bumblebees can 

be seen even on cooler days so long as there is some promise of fine weather. These 

insects are looking out for flowering plants to feed upon, such as Hazel catkins, Sweet 

Violet and Coltsfoot, all of which are common in the village. 

When you receive this edition of LINK, the Bugbrooke Birdwatch will have 

happened on the last weekend of January, but if you would like to take part it is not 

too late, as you have up to the 8th February to do it. Simply watch for 1 hour and 

count the greatest number you see at one time of each species. Do not count how 

many birds you see in the hour, as they may be birds that have returned to your 

garden. You would expect to see 1, 2 or 3 at a time, although some species do come in 

greater numbers. Let me have your results by 12th February telling me your name, 

address and where in the village you watched. If you have an e-mail address, that 

would be useful for me to send you the results. 

Recent sightings A Little Egret has been seen on the brook in Bugbrooke and on 

the Nene Way between Nether Heyford and Flore. Little Egrets are of the Heron 

family and have been steadily moving into Britain over the last 20 years. They are now 

to be found on watersides throughout southern and eastern England. Thanks to Jim 

Inch and Nicola Matthews, who both reported sightings of it and who both saw the 

Kingfisher by the brook too. 

Margaret Cooke   832125 

Bugbrooke History Group 

The latest photographic history book is selling well. Currently there are copies still 

available at the Post Office, the Stores and Flowerstalk, and once again we thank 

everyone who contributed photos for publication. 
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Look out for the Churchyard Survey publication, which, thanks to Northampton 

Family History Society and to many Bugbrooke people who recorded gravestone 

inscriptions, will be available very soon. 

100 years after Frank Wright, Master of the 

school, was granted a licence to operate his home 

made wireless from Bugbrooke School, a 

commemorative plaque was donated by the 

History Group and formally presented to 

Bugbrooke Community School by Eric Young, 

President of Northampton Radio Club. The 

Radio Club marked the event by setting up a 

radio station in the school, using a call sign 

which included the 1910 code name, and helping 

the children to understand Amateur Radio and to 

send and receive messages. They did not have to 

use morse code as they did in Frank Wright’s 

time. In an age when computers and telephones 

make communication so easy it is difficult to 

appreciate the magic of wireless in 1910, but the 

Radio Club enthusiasts brought a fresh look at 

radio technology. As well as fully operative 

radios the club set up an exhibition of old radios, 

including one which was used by spies during 

the 2nd World War. We are indebted to the members of Northampton Radio Club for 

giving their time and energy to the event and helping everyone, adults and children, 

to understand the huge historical significance of Frank Wright’s wireless. He is a man 

of whom Bugbrooke should be proud. We thank Mrs Debbie Bastin, head teacher and 

the school for hosting this important event. 

The New Year Walk took place on a bright, almost sunny day at the beginning of 

January. John Curtis guided 20 people and 2 dogs along the waterways of Bugbrooke 

where we could appreciate the ways in which the development of the village has been 

affected by brook, river and canal. Protecting the village from floods has changed the 

path of the brook, and lime kilns and inns along the canal and the position of sewage 

pipes have their place in history. It’s not quite Venice, but Bugbrooke waterways have 

a charm of their own. No one fell in. Mulled wine was quaffed after the walk and not 

before. 

Our next meeting is Wednesday, February 9th 2011 7.30pm at the Community 

Centre. Look out for details on the website and village notice boards. There is at 

present no membership fee or entrance charge for our meetings. We welcome young 

and old, new and well established residents, anyone with an interest in local and 

general history. 

Pat Kent  
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Local Volunteering Opportunity 
Do you have a couple of hours free once a fortnight to become a home visitor/

befriender for Northamptonshire Association for the Blind in your local area. This 

small time commitment will make a huge difference to a visually impaired person's 

life. People with a sight impairment often become isolated and lose confidence. A 

volunteer role within our visiting service will help them regain and retain their 

independence and well-being. Volunteers can help with tasks such as: 

 Fortnightly home visits 

 Assistance with reading mail, newspapers and correspondence 

 Accompanying clients on short walks, visits to the doctor or hospital 

 Occasional shopping trips 

 Assist with labelling food and household items to increase safety 

Please note, this is not a domestic or personal care role. 

Training—All volunteers will be offered ongoing support and specialist training 

courses will be available. 

Personal Attributes—Caring and supportive with a willingness to understand visual 

impairment, you are able to make a commitment on a regular basis. 

Expenses—Mileage and telephone calls will be reimbursed at the current rate. 

CRB—A CRB check is required. 

Contact Rachel Cave, Volunteer Co-ordinator on 01604 719193 or 07889 411274 

Nab, Wardington Court, Welford Road, Kingsthorpe 

The Wednesday Club 

Hello Everyone. Writing this today it’s also hello 2011. After a rather wet year, we’ve 

had a good covering of snow with frost, which has made travelling risky to say the 

least, but hope now that it’s over. And we have a while to go, and then spring is 

around the corner (as they say). 

Nov. 3rd. A sad note to start today with Mrs V. Creamer, an elderly member 

who joined the meeting regularly, passed away early today. Our thoughts go to her 

daughter and family.  

Mrs Brenda Earl guessed the nearest amount in the jar of coins, being £9.47 to be 

sent to Favell House, her choice. Lynne’s grandson, Thomas, came with his Mum to 

see us and I think he slept through the meeting. A well behaved young man. 

Nov. 17th A new member today. Mrs Linda Johnson. Welcome Linda. 

Dec 1st Trip to the Deco theatre to see Aladdin, which was a really good 

performance from start to finish. Lynne had packed a small hamper for each person’s 

lunch. What was inside? A bottle of sherry (small), fruit juice, and all the festive eats 

possible. After the show we were taken to the “Winter Wonderland” room, where 

we were served a lovely tea. Members of the cast also came around to talk to us. All 

in all it was a really good day out. Thank you Lynne for all the time and effort you 

spent to give us this treat. 
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Dec. 15th Our Christmas Party. Mrs Pam Bird and team served a super turkey 

lunch. 35 present. Afterwards two gents, like a “Laurel and Hardy” pair, entertained us 

with songs touching on the Dixon of Dock Green, George Formby, Flanegan and Allen, 

and old time sing along etc. Mrs Audrey Sharp presented Lynne with a plant and token 

from the members. Father Christmas gave a gift to members, helpers and tea ladies. To 

finish, a free raffle for members. What a jolly finish for our year. 

We meet again on Feb 2nd and then our usual alternate Wednesdays. 

To join our club ring Lynne on 830480. 

Mrs D.M. French 

The Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal 

The sum collected in the village for the 2010 Annual Poppy Appeal was £1351.42, which 

I am pleased to say was £242.15 more than in 2009. 

I would like to thank all those who gave to this very worthwhile appeal, and in 

particular those who undertook the house to house collecting, the Campion and 

Primary Schools who make special efforts for this collection, also the shops and pubs 

who kindly had collection boxes and trays of poppies on display. 

Is there anyone who would like to be the Poppy Appeal Organizer for Bugbrooke? 

If so, please contact Terry Ward Tel 832202. 

T.Ward, Poppy Appeal Organizer. 

Active Recreation 
Would you like to be more active? Do you wish activities were available in Bugbrooke 

to keep you moving? 

The Sports Development Team at South Northamptonshire Council coordinate a 

range of community active recreation programmes that help people to move more such 

as Nordic walking, jogging and health walks. Colin Hull, Sports Development Officer, 

said, "We are keen to hear from people who are interested in starting similar groups in 

Bugbrooke. This could be as a participant or as a volunteer leading the groups." 

Volunteers are needed to be Nordic Walking Community Instructors, Jogging 

Leaders and Walk Leaders. Guidance, training and on-going support is provided by the 

Sports Development Team. Interested? Then please contact Colin Hull on 01327 322337 

or email colin.hull@southnorthants.gov.uk 

Roadworks – Overnight Closures of A5 

A-One+ will be carrying out carriageway maintenance works on the A5 between the 

Pattishall and Heyford junctions (approximately 4km). 

The works will include the replacement of existing worn carriageway surfaces, 

associated road marks and minor drainage works. 

Works are expected to start early February and should be completed within 4 

weeks, given  reasonable weather conditions. This will be confirmed closer to the date. 

30                                                     continued on page 34 
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It is the intention that the works are carried out overnight between 20:00 and 06:00 7 

days a week. During the works the A5 will be closed between the A43 at Towcester 

and the A45 at Weedon with a diversion route using the A43 / M1 / A45. 

Thanks to David Sargent 

Bugbrooke Guides 
At Guides we have been celebrating the Centenary year, here are two things we 

have done:  

On the 18th/19th of September, some of our Guide unit piled into the mini bus 

and set off for Warwick Castle. As we neared our destination it started to rain, and it 

didn’t stop! When we arrived we set up our tents in a muddy field while the rain 

was hammering down! Sam, Sarah, Bethan and I set up our tent in record time and 

dived into it to keep dry. When we were all set up we clambered up the hill to the 

main castle and had tea. After our food we went to the seating area to be welcomed 

by the castle’s staff, which was followed by a sword fight that looked extremely 

realistic. We watched the trebuchet fire, which was amazing, but made even more 

special because the cannon was set alight. As it flew across the sky like a firework 

the crowd gasped in amazement. We went and heard some good ghost stories about 

people who had been associated with the castle! Finally we went back to our tents 

and to bed, we were all worn out! The next morning we arose nice and early and 

went to get breakfast. This was followed by a falconry display that featured loads of 

fascinating birds. For the rest of the day we looked round the castle and did some 

more activities such as armoury and watching the port cullis go down. Some of us 

walked on the walls of the castle, went up the Princess Tower, around some of the 

rooms in the castle, and on the playground! After a great day we all climbed back 

onto the mini-bus and went home. 

On the 20th of October most of our pack attended the Centenary finale at the 

Community Centre, with the rest of the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides in our 

division. It started off with a disco which was great fun; we all danced with our 

friends and made new friends. Some of us also got our face painted with the trefoil. 

Then we all sat down and had refreshments while we found out who had won a 

design ‘a badge for the future’ competition out of the whole division. It came as a 

shock to find out that I had won the Guide section, and Rebecca (also from our pack) 

had come second! Next was the moment when we actually ended the whole 

centenary year. It was 20:10 on 20/10 2010 and we all renewed our promise. Bethan 

(my sister) Holly, Hannah and Polly-Anna, our new members, made their promise. 

We all received a special promise badge. To end the evening there were some 

magnificent fireworks. It was a great end to a great year!  

Thank you to Helen, Jane and Chris for making this year so special. 

By Holly Botterill 
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Bugbrooke Guides 

celebrating the Centenary 

year in 2010 
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Bugbrooke History Group 

embark on their New Year walk 

around the  waterways of the 

village. 

Fun in pre-Christmas activities 

at Bugbrooke  Village Hall 

Playgroup 
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This has truly been an amazing year for Girl Guiding, very busy from the 

organisation side but fun for all. In the Sunday School rooms we have a display  

made by the girls of all the things we have done. 

Jane Evans, Tel 832710 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup 

It seems that all of the children enjoyed the festive period at Playgroup although 

thieves tried to put a dampener on the Christmas party. You will probably be aware 

that on the morning of the party staff discovered that there had been a break in at the 

Village Hall and along with mindless damage, ransacking and stealing the children’s 

computer, the burglars also took the sack of presents waiting to be presented to the 

children by Father Christmas. It was impossible to continue with the party at 

Playgroup but our parents came together to rescue the day and, along with staff and 

committee members, arranged for the use of the Sunday School rooms, contacted 

supermarkets and received donations of presents, crackers and toys. We even hit the 

headlines with the Chronicle and Echo and Radio Northampton coming along to 

report on the great show of community spirit. Playgroup would like to give a huge 

thank you to all those that helped turn a huge disappointment for the children into a 

great event. 

The Christmas fundraising events raised just under £400, the majority coming 

from the raffle and we would like to give a huge thank you to all those who donated 

prizes, including Heygates, The Village Store, Flowerstalk and Kelly’s Hairdressers 

and to all parents who supported the events. This money will help to subsidise 

activities and outings over the next two terms. We hope you enjoyed seeing the 

children performing, staff are never too sure how the shows will go on the day but 

clearly all the children enjoyed themselves and looked great in their costumes, with 

Father Christmas, Spiderman and a Power Ranger all making an appearance in 

Bethlehem! 

At the time of writing the building work is progressing slowly due to the 

extremely cold temperatures and snow that has been falling. The foundations have 

been laid and outer walls built, the roof should follow very soon and then work 

should progress a lot quicker on the inside. The new space should soon be put to 

good use and we are looking at the extra activities that could be offered to the 

children with cooking, French rhyme time and Action Kids all being possibilities. 

Staff and pre-school children are now looking forward to the annual Forest 

School trips which take place during the spring term. Over a six week period, for one 

morning a week the children travel on the Everdon minibus to the Forest School site 

where they take part in activities such as hunting for teddies, building dens, bug 

hunting and making magic potions. During the final week they help to build a camp 

fire and, having learned about sitting safely around it, toast marshmallows and cook 

popcorn. Parents also have an opportunity to attend for this final session and get to 

share in the wonderful experience the children have. 



Playgroup is again looking for new members for its management committee, so 

if you have children or grandchildren attending or have an interest in supporting an 

invaluable village resource, please email or telephone as detailed below. 

Playgroup relies on fundraising activities so please look out for details of up and 

coming events such as a Pamper Evening and Quiz Night and remember to recycle all 

your unwanted clothing, fabrics and shoes in the Ragbag box at Playgroup. 

If you would like any information on the above please contact Julie Tompkins on 

07563 574155 or at bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk. 

Julie Tompkins 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
John Mundy: Chairman 830725 (H, B & FAX) 07850–084535 (M) 

j.w.mundy@btinternet.com 

At the moment we are drawing up plans to replace our aging Pavilion which is 

coming up to 30 years old. We are often plagued by senseless vandalism & have 

boarded up the windows for the winter. If anybody (especially dog walkers see any 

damage etc please contact John Mundy or myself, if no reply please leave a message 

on voice mail & contact the Police. Often we are the last to know as a lot of people 

assume we would already have been informed – we do not mind how many times we 

are told over the same incident.    

We are always looking for new players of all ages so if there is anyone interested 

in joining our progressive Club at our picturesque ground by the brook please get in 

touch with myself, Roger Stone (for Juniors) or John Mundy for more details. Just a 

reminder that Indoor Nets for Seniors will be held at the County Ground from 9 to 

10pm EVERY Thursday from February 3rd to April 7th. Junior Nets for ages 8 to 15 

will be held at Campion School EVERY Friday 6.30 to 7.30pm from January 21st to 

April 1st. No need to book, just turn up or get in touch with Roger on 01604 842961 for 

both Juniors & Seniors if you have any queries.    

Our Annual Dinner & Presentation Evening was held at The Wharf on Friday 

November 19th where our Guest Speaker Paul Southworth gave a very entertaining 

speech. Cups were presented to Chris Lamb (Clubman of Year); Keith Halford 

(Bowler of Year); Ian Street & Keith Halford (Joint All Rounders); Alex Coleman 

(Young Clubman); Billal Bashir (Young Player of Year & also 2nd XI Batsman of Year); 

Gary Saunders (Chairman’s Special Award). Many congratulations were given to our 

1st XI who won League 7 & will return to League 6.  

Our AGM was held at the Community Centre on November 29th where the 

main change is that Andrew Devonshire was elected as 2nd XI Captain – we wish him 

every success in a very important Club position.    

Have a look at our website www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com for further 

information with results & scorecards for all our matches in the past 4 seasons.       

Peter White (President) 50 High Street, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PG   (830452  H. & B) 

p.g.white@btinternet.com 

38 

mailto:bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk


39 



 

40 



 41 



42 

Bugbrooke St. Michael’s F.C. 

The poor weather during December brings back memories for older players of the 

1962/63 season. Only 2 games were played thoughout the whole of December. During 

the first week the 1sts beat Thrapston 4–2, and the ‘A’s beat Wolleston 8–1. It is hoped 

the recent thaw will enable teams to start catching up with a serious backlog in 

fixtures, otherwise there is likely to be an extended season. One of the benefits of 

floodlights is that fixtures can be played whilst evenings are still dark. 

Up until December the club was doing well with all its teams from Under 8’s 

right through to the First Team. The senior side lies second in the UCL Division One 

whilst the Reserves lie fifth in Reserve Division One with games in hand on other 

clubs. Both teams have reached the quarter finals of the NFA Junior and Lower Junior 

Cups. If the 1st XI maintain their current position, they could be eligible for 

promotion to the UCL Premier Division. If this happens the club will need to make a 

few more improvements to match league requirements. Most of the work needed is 

complete but some minor additions would be needed. 

The ‘A’s and ‘B’s are also holding good positions in their respective leagues. Both 

sides could challenge for promotion if they maintain consistent form with the ‘A’s 

looking the more likely  bet with a new management team in place. 

The youth teams are all performing well and holding good positions in their 

leagues. The most successful at the moment are the 11’s and 14’s who are topping 

their leagues, although other year groups are also challenging. Their performance is a 

credit to the coaches and parents and vindicates the club policy of insisting that all 

youth coaches must have FA qualifications. 

The large amount of football provided is exceptional for a village and, along with 

our friends at the Rugby Club, the sporting opportunities on offer are second to none 

in Northamptonshire. The cooperation of local farmers in providing extra land at 

peppercorn rent to enable all these fixtures to take place should not be 

underestimated. Without their support it would be very difficult to provide such an 

extensive range of opportunities for our young people. 

A club the size of Bugbrooke St. Michael’s also needs a strong off field team to 

keep the teams going and much appreciation goes to committee members, coaches 

and parents and supporters who help the club finance its operation. At the end of this 

season we will be looking for people to help run the Bar and Clubhouse and also 

assist with the Treasurer’s role. If you are interested in helping to support this village 

institution please contact Willy Marriott (Club Chairman) on 831606. 

In the near future the club will be holding a Family Quiz Night at 7pm in the 

clubhouse to raise funds for the German Youth Exchange trip and on Friday, 25th 

March at 7.30pm there will be a Grand Auction to raise funds for the club. Please 

contact Willy on 831606 if you are able to contribute items for the auction. It is 

expected that, during the German trip an official notification of the twinning 

agreement between Vöhl and Bugbrooke will be signed. 

John Curtis 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep up-to-date with 

Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican 

parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

 

Sunday Services 

8:00am  BCP Communion 3rd and 5th Sundays in the Month 

9:45am  2nd and 4th Sundays in the month Holy Communion 

 1st Sunday in the month Morning Worship 

 3rd Sunday in the month Family Worship 

 5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

6:30pm  1st Sunday in the month ‘Sunday Night Praise’  

(with shared tea from 6pm) 

Other Services 

Tuesdays during term time 2:30pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 

First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am  Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel 

1:30pm  Holy Communion at Jubilee House 

7:00pm  Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 

1st and 3rd Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 

Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 

Rooms 

Alternative Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  

Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House) Fellowship and Bible 

Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane.  

 

First Wednesday in the month from 7:30pm onwards Men’s Curry Night at The Five 

Bells in Bugbrooke.  No agenda just a chance for men to have a night out.  Details ring 

831621 

 

Full details for Easter 2011 At St. Michael and All Angels 

will be coming your way very shortly 

Please keep an eye out for other services and events. 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Ring 831621 for details and if you have any questions. 
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Family Announcements 

FROST, Pat  - would like to thank family and friends for the lovely cards and gifts 

received on her 70th birthday. Special thanks to Rob, Claire, Steve, Rob and Gemma. 

Village Diary 

February 

March 

2nd 2pm Wednesday Club Meeting SS 

7th 7.30pm Bugbrooke WI—Songs from Gilbert and Sullivan, 

John Brough to introduce The A La Carte Group who 

will entertain. 

SS 

11th 7pm St Michael’s FC Family Quiz FC 

16th 2pm Wednesday Club AGM SS 

21st 2.30pm U3A Dialecticle CC 

2nd 2pm Wednesday Club Meeting SS 

7th  7.30pm Bugbrooke WI—"London's Royal Palaces" Kevin 

Harrison will take us on a tour of the famous 

buildings - their hidden secrets and history. 

SS 

16th 2pm Wednesday Club Meeting SS 

18th 7pm Bugbrooke WI—"Spring Fashion Show"  CC 

21st 2.30pm U3A - Humour CC 

25th 7.30pm St Michael’s FC - Grand Auction FC 

30th  2pm Wednesday Club Meeting SS 
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