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Autumn approaches and there is an abundance of fruit, most of 

which has ended up on the ground and being spoiled. I am 

delighted to see that the Wednesday Club has been requesting 

donations of fruit so that they can make their wonderful afternoon teas and conserves 

to raise funds. 

Of course we have to contend with the evenings drawing in, the strong winds 

and the rain but then that just makes us appreciate whatever warm and settled 

weather we did have over the Summer. So while this issue looks back at some of the 

events and activities of the last couple of months there is plenty to look forward to in 

the run up to the end of the year. 

Why not get involved with one of the groups in the village or slightly further 

afield in the local area? Many of us are busy getting on with our own lives but the 

interactions we can make with others and contributions to village organisations and 

group are certainly worthwhile. 

We will aim to continue to report on village life but of course we need your help 

to supply articles and photos to fully reflect the diversity and range of what 

Bugbrooke has to offer. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 

impressively wide range of information and links to other organisations and websites, 

including back issues of LINK and items that are additional to what has been 

included in the magazines. 

We have no article from the Guides this time in the Magazine, but do now have a 

webpage with information and photographs from the Guides.  Do also take a look at 

the  hilarious video of the Guides tackling the Grendon Swamp, and make sure the 

sound is switched on  www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/guides. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 07 

November 2011, but earlier submissions are most welcome. The preferred way of us 

receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

 

Dear Editor 

For the past few years the Parish Council has provided funds for us to maintain 

containers of flowers by each of the village signs.  

The flowers this year have proved to be particularly popular. Unfortunately, 

they have been so highly regarded that someone decided to relocate the three larger 

Front Page:   Tony Pace and Peter Parry replacing the Village Millennium Sign after it 

was given a spring clean and paint by Phil Bignell. 
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geraniums from the Kislingbury Road planter to their own garden. In fact, when I 

replaced them with similar plants from my garden, one of these disappeared too! (I 

imagine four proved a better display in their garden.) Whilst this is quite flattering, it 

would have been more thoughtful (and less anti-social) to allow us all to appreciate 

them. 

It is a little frustrating for Jo Tarbox, Beverly Botterill and myself, who planted 

them; not to mention the numerous trips with my husband, David, to water them, to 

experience a small taste of broken Britain in our own village. 

Rosemary Harries 

 

Dear Editor, 

 I  am currently  researching  a family tree on my  father’s side and I  have an 

interesting quandary  regarding  my  grandfather. In the 1911 census he is shown as 

being  fostered  with several other  children  with a Mrs Emma Bull and her daughter 

Frances at Gourd Cottage (actually spelt as Gouard on the census), I  wonder if you  

know anyone in the  village  who I  could  contact or  may  have  knowledge of this 

lady and why she should  foster children, I  do not  know  when and for how long  he  

stayed in Bugbrooke, also unfortunately I  am unable to  get further details from any  

family members. My  grandfather was born in 1905, they  lived in the East End of 

London.  

  A further  few  snippets  from the  1911 census. The  enumerator’s  summary  

has an address  for the  cottage in Post Office  Lane, occupier  Mrs E. Bull , the census 

shows Emma Bull as a widow  aged 57, with a daughter  Frances Hirrell Bull age 23 

plus 6 foster children (5 boys & 1 girl aged 13 down to  2 years) living there. 

Regards      Steve Flintham  (correspondence to  editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk) 

 

Dear Editor, 

 I wanted to write and inform the LINK of a recent incident my partner witnessed. 

 On Friday 15th July at around 10pm my partner was stood at the entrance to the 

footpath leading from Great Lane to West End and the Millennium Green. He 

overheard 3 teenagers on their way to a party, 2 males and 1 female stood near the 

cricket field. They came across a hedgehog, when they had realised what it was one 

said to the others, "Get something to get it with, grab some barbed wire and stab it". 

My partner coughed to let them know he was there and they came out on to the road 

and carried on their way. Whilst I appreciate that local residents reading this may feel 

that there is little that can be done, it sickens me to think that there are children in our 

village willing to inflict such harm and cruelty on such a gentle and private creature. I 

cannot ignore this and feel the LINK is the only way to get my voice heard. I can only 

hope that these children do not go on to have children themselves as they may be 

subject to this kind of cruelty. 

 Many thanks,  Milly Holdsworth, resident of West End, Bugbrooke 
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Bugbrooke Parish Council 

South Northants Council now has a housing land bank in excess of 5 years following 

the allocation of 1,000 to Brackley. This is a rolling programme and will reduce by 

about 400 houses each year, but it means that pressure for development in Bugbrooke 

could be diminished in the next few years. S.N.C. has duly informed the Parish 

Council that the 81 houses proposed at Johns Road and The Wharf plus 30 off West 

End have been refused. The houses at Peace Hill have been approved and building 

will proceed in the near future. The applicants on each refused site still have the 

opportunity to appeal against the refusal decision. 

The undergrounding of overhead electricity wires in Ace Lane, West End and 

Great Lane has been taking place and has had a positive environmental impact. 

Parishioners are also reminded that any hedges or bushes that overhang public 

footpaths should be cut back to the owner’s property so that pedestrians are not 

impeded or likely to be scratched by stray briars or branches. Any pedestrian who 

feels aggrieved by obstruction should contact the Parish Clerk on 832838. 

The provision of play equipment for smaller children on the Primary School site 

is progressing slowly. A new secure fence needs to be erected around a slightly larger 

piece of ground which will enable more play items to be installed. The Parish Council 

has allocated £2,500 towards more equipment and Councillor Joan Kirkbride has 

kindly allocated £1,000 from her N.C.C. allowance towards community schemes. 

The Chairman and Clerk met tutors from Campion School language department 

and were heartened by their enthusiasm for exchange ventures with Herzhauzen 

School that serves our German twinning village of Vohl. It is hoped we will also be 

able to arrange similar exchanges with respective Primary Schools. 

It is hoped that land exchange issues can soon be arranged for the new 

Allotments on the field adjacent to the current plots. It is hoped this can be achieved 

soon as Mr Chay Adams has kindly agreed to prepare the ground in the Autumn. 

This should make it easier for new plot holders to get a good start in the Spring. If 

you would like a plot please contact Bev Dinsey, the allotment association chairman. 

Meetings of the Parish Council will take place at 7.30p.m. on the second Monday 

of each month when there will be an opportunity to raise issues by members of the 

public. All meetings are open and you are free to sit in and listen to your councillors. 

John Curtis,  Parish Council Chairman 

Let Justice Roll 

“The children now love luxury; they have bad manners, contempt 

for authority; they show disrespect for elders and love chatter in 

place of exercise. Children are now tyrants, not the servants of their 

households. They no longer rise when elders enter the room. They 

contradict their parents, chatter before company, gobble up dainties 

at the table, cross their legs, and tyrannize their teachers.” 

As you read this quote, when do you think it was written? After the riots that 
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have rocked our towns and cities this year or even about the social revolution in 

youth culture back in the 60’s?  The answer is actually quite surprising; although it 

can’t be totally verified it is attributed to Socrates as recorded by one of his devotees, 

Plato, in about 400BC.  It seems as though nothing changes and history just simply 

repeats itself! 

However, the source of the quote may be up for debate, the claim ‘history 

repeats itself’ is also bitterly disputed, and according to my Church History Lecturer 

from college days it does not repeat itself!  But from a non-academic stance it seems to 

me we reflect history and ignore the lessons of the past at our peril and can 

systematically re-write history to suit our own bias and sensitivities. 

Take for example the many books that have been written to dispel and disprove 

the Holocaust of the last war did not happen – which is why Dwight D. Eisenhower 

said on finding the truth of the death camps "Get it all on record now – get the films – 

get the witnesses – because somewhere down the road of history some bastard will 

get up and say that this never happened." 

Whatever the reasons behind the events that have shocked our society over the 

past months the one lesson from history, whether it’s a repeat or reflection, is if we 

ignore the voice of those who feel as though society is ignoring them, we ignore the 

call for justice and fairness, we ignore the disenfranchised, we ignore people being 

made to feel worthless by the loss of employment, we ignore agreed contracts and 

polices being changed without negotiation, we ignore the lack of opportunities for our 

youth, we ignore the rich getting richer and the poor getting poorer, we ignore our 

elderly being forgotten and seen as a burden on our communal purse, we ignore the 

mentally and physically disadvantaged as their worth is reduced to how much their 

care costs etc etc etc. We ignore these cries and voices at our peril and much of what 

we have seen on our own streets will not go away and will remain a latent threat to all 

of us. 

In a society not too dissimilar to ours that ignored the cry of the poor and 

marginalized the prophet Amos spoke these words on behalf of God, “But let justice 

roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing stream!” (Amos Chapter 5 v 24)  

Yes, these words were spoken to religious and political leaders but these words echo 

the call of our society at the moment.  Let’s learn from history and listen to the cries of 

our people for all our sakes. 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 

Our next fundraising event will be a wine tasting on Friday 3rd December at the 

Community Centre. If last year’s anything to go by the weather will be atrocious, but 

the evening really great fun. Tickets will be on sale in October. Members and previous 

supporters will be getting a letter with details. If anyone else is interested please 

contact Roy Smith (tel 832715), or myself, or any other committee member.  

Just a reminder that the Friends of the Church is a registered charity which 
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enables all the residents of Bugbrooke, whether churchgoers or not, to contribute to 

the upkeep of our beautiful village church. 

Jim Inch, Chairman 

Tree of Eternal Light Service 

This year’s Tree of Eternal Light service will be held at St Michael and All Angels 

church at 7pm on Thursday, 8th December. 

A quiet hour, away from the Christmas rush, when we can remember family 

members and friends who are no longer here to share the celebrations with us. A 

Christmas tree covered in lights which will shine in the church every day throughout 

the Christmas period. Each light represents the life of someone dear to us, people 

from all walks of life, some closely connected to the Church during their lifetime, 

many with no connection at all but whose families and friends find the Tree of Light a 

fitting way to remember them at Christmas. The opportunity to leave a message on 

the tree after the service. A focus for the deep feelings people face at Christmas time, 

beautiful music, a few carols, the names of our loved ones read out one by one, a book 

of remembrance which can be viewed after the service and throughout the Christmas 

period. And afterwards, if you wish, coffee and mince pies and the opportunity to talk 

to someone if you need to. All we ask is for a donation for each person remembered. 

This year donations will be distributed equally among the following recipients: 

British Heart Foundation, Stroke Association and Bugbrooke Church. 

Names and donations please to the Benefice Office, Sunday School Building, 

Church Lane (830373), or Lynne Clayson, Orchard Way, The Paddocks (830480) by 1st 

December, Thank you. 

Twinning With Vöhl in June 2012 

Next June, we are hosting a group from Vöhl in Germany, who are visiting 

Bugbrooke to take part in formal twinning celebrations. This will complete the 

twinning between the two villages, following a ceremony in Vöhl last May. It is hoped 

to mark the occasion by the unveiling of a village crest, to be designed by a pupil from 

Campion School, together with a banner commemorating the visit.  This banner will 

be kept on display at the community centre following the celebrations, and will depict 

various aspects of Bugbrooke life. It will be designed and made at Campion School, 

but will involve the whole village. It is proposed to have a regular club to get the 

project moving, which will provisionally be after school on Thursdays, starting in 

October, and Campion would be delighted to hear from any parishioners who would 

be able to pass on their skills and memories to be incorporated into the banner.  

Initially, please could anyone who is interested contact the parish clerk and she will 

send the details to the school. 

We very much hope that you will consider whether you can contribute 

something to it. 
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A New School Year at Bugbrooke School 

I am sure you will have noticed how busy the school was over the summer; the long 

holiday is a perfect time for schools to undertake refurbishment and improvement 

projects which require a building empty of children in which to work. This has 

certainly been the case at Bugbrooke, with a number of refurbishment and 

development projects to improve facilities for the children taking place.  

Probably the most notable has been the introduction of a ‘pod’ kitchen which has 

been installed at the front of the school mear the main entrance. This kitchen unit now 

allows us to cook our own school meals on the premises, rather than bringing them in 

from outside providers. Already we have seen the quality of the meals improve 

significantly and we are expecting more children to choose this healthy eating option.   

Other improvements include a new staff kitchen, repainting the playground, 

redecorated classrooms and best of all, a new Junior library which has been paid for 

by the Friends of Bugbrooke School who work hard all year to raise funds for this 

project to help the children.  

We are pleased to welcome back our existing children and our new ones: we 

have had two new families join us after moving into the village with their Y6 children 

and 32 new children join our Foundation Stage department. We are already making 

preparations for the 2012 cohort and new parents can now register a place for their 

child on-line or by coming into the school; if you know of anyone who may require a 

place for 2012, please ask them to contact us.  

As always, we are striving to improve outcomes for all our children and in 

addition to the ongoing focus on raising standards of achievement, we also work hard 

to develop their personal, social and emotional skills. The school’s involvement in the 

community is a key part of this and we want to help our children respect and value 

theirs. Therefore we welcome any individuals or groups from the village who feel 

they could come into school and spend time working with the children – the 

opportunities for this are literally limitless: art, design, woodwork, gardening, music, 

environment, reading…… We would love for you to join us and share your 

experience, expertise or just enthusiam with the children! Please get in touch with us 

on 01604 830610 if you feel you can become involved in your local school. 

Debbie Bastin, Headteacher 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 

Why does summer go so soon? This was the title of one of our demonstrators some 

years ago and sure enough autumn is here already. Despite the typically English 

weather we enjoyed several lovely demonstrations and outings.  The flowers at 

Chicheley were fabulous and it was especially good to have such an event so close to 

home.  It is always a pleasure to visit the RHS garden at Wisley and we had a great 

time at the Wisley Flower Show. 

Our annual dinner will take place on October 24th and on November 28th 

National Demonstrator Pamela Lewis will 'Deck the Halls'.  Pamela is a wonderful 
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Library 

All ready for the 

new  year at 

Bugbrooke School 
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Uraki Secondary School in Tanzania 

Kimnyak Dispensary in Tanzania 
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demonstrator and very amusing. 

Visitors are always welcome at Nether Heyford Village Hall on the 4th Monday 

of each month at 7.45pm. 

Jane Barker 

Help us help Uraki Secondary School and Kimnyak Dispensary 

in Tanzania 

Many of you will have followed our adventures in Tanzania in previous years. We 

thought we had finished but we have had an appeal for one more effort. A friend and 

great headmistress has been moved from her very successful school to a school with 

big problems and she has begged us to come out just once more.  So this winter we 

want to go and help repair Uraki Secondary School which is about 20Km to the east of 

Arusha in northern Tanzania. 

On the face of it, Uraki sounds like a pretty good school – for Tanzania! It has 600 

students with 13 teachers and 16 classrooms; that sounds OK. But then you discover 

that only 4 of the classrooms are actually finished, there are only 300 desks and they 

have very few text books. Even worse, there are only 6 toilet holes (yes we are talking 

long-drop) and no water.  Without water they cannot cook a midday meal for the 

students, which may be just as well as the kitchen is a shack which could collapse at 

any moment. Of course this means that the teaching day has to be cut short as many 

children, some of whom will have had to walk for over an hour to get to school, are 

both desperately hungry and thirsty. Then they need accommodation for the teachers 

so they can support after school activities and they need electricity for the housing 

and so they can teach computing. 

So there is quite a lot to do but it is worth it because we know that, with a great 

headmistress this school will really perform if they can just get the basic facilities 

working. 

And while we are there we also want to do some work for Kimnyak Dispensary 

which is on the North East side of Arusha near where we have worked before. The 

dispensary is tiny but two doctors and two nurses try to care for a population of 

about 13,000. They have no electricity or water on site. We would like to help them 

solve some of these problems. 

So will you help them by making a contribution to either the school or the 

dispensary? We promise that every penny you give will get to the projects; we will 

meet all our own travel and living costs and make our own contribution as well. 

There are no overheads to reduce your contribution. If you would like to make a 

donation, we are raising a fund through a local charity so please make cheques 

payable to “The Bugbrooke East Africa Trust” (Registered Charity No 1116470). If we 

can treat your donation as Gift Aid we will be able to get a further 25% back from the 

government. 

Thank you for your support.  

Tony and Sue Pace (4, Laddermakers Yard; tel 832516) 
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Bugbrooke History Group 

The summer has not been wasted by some of the Bugbrooke History Group. There 

have been no formal meetings during the holiday period but there are many on-going 

projects within Northamptonshire. Our History Group is affiliated to CLASP 

(Community Landscape & Archaeology Survey Project) and to Northamptonshire 

Association for Local History, and through these organisations we get to know of 

many interesting projects in the area, and have the opportunity to take part. The 

guidance of professional archaeologists is invaluable. 

Rose of the Shires project is studying the effect of Enclosure Act on landscape 

around Harlestone, Holdenby, and The Bramptons. A walk from Nobottle down to 

Glasthorpe revealed an amazing amount of history, when we knew what to look for 

and how to interpret shapes of hedges, fields, lumps and bumps. Then there was a 

visit to the Record Office. 

Liz Thomas writes, 

“We were shown how easy it is to gain a day or long term ‘pass’ for the Records 

Office – you just need to show identification (preferably photographic). A room had 

been set aside with various relevant maps, journals and logs. It was fascinating to see 

the beautiful script writing and the detail, particularly in the Althorpe Estate logs; for 

instance issuing guidelines for farming and land management for the forthcoming 

year. Another log recorded the outgoings of Harlestone parish, including the payment 

to move people along and out of the boundaries of the village; even ‘big bellied’ 

women were mentioned! (If a child was born inside the Parish it could claim 

residency, therefore some money). We were given a very interesting talk and tour to 

show some of the vast amount of information available within the Records Office. It is 

possible to take a camera in to record your research, be it family history, maps or 

theatre memorabilia. You really can spend hours there whatever the weather outside! 

As part of the Rose of the Shires Project, I will be looking into some census 

returns for Bugbrooke in 1851 and 1881, with special interest in the changing 

occupations of the villagers. When the results are all collated I hope to be able to share 

some of the findings with you in a future LINK.” 

In the last LINK, I requested information about the Rev. Warren who owned a 

large amount of land in Bugbrooke in 1779. Tim Partridge wrote to say he thought 

there was a grave in the churchyard belonging to Rev. Warren.  How had I missed it? 

It is huge, a box shaped tomb just outside the vicars’ vestry and from what is still 

readable, it commemorates more than one member of the Warren family. Any further 

information would be appreciated. 

The next meeting of the History Group will be 9th November 7.30 pm in the 

Community Centre. No membership fee or entrance fee. 

Look on the LINK web site for more details or phone me. 

Pat Kent (secretary) Tel 01604 830518 
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Friends of Campion School 

The Friends have a busy term coming up, with a mixture of both new and familiar 

events: 

Salsa course – 5 one-hour lessons in the school hall on 29 September and 6, 13, 

and 20 October from 7.30 – 8.30 pm.  Each session costs £2 per person (pay on the 

door).  Courses are suitable for both beginners and intermediate dancers.  Having 

attended the previous course I can highly recommend them as being both fun and a 

good workout!  No need to dress in anything special, normal clothes are fine. 

Friday 7 October – Quiz Night with Fish & Chip supper.  This is always a 

popular event for teams of about four.  Tickets are £9 per head, and will be available 

from members of the Friends committee or from Alan Hackett at the school. 

Saturday 26 November – Campion Christmas market and art exhibition.  There 

will be stalls for all tastes, ranging from Christmas cards and giftwrap to fashion, 

jewellery and food.  The exhibition and sale of original art and textiles by Campion 

students will also be well worth a visit. 

The money raised by the Friends all goes to provide much-appreciated extra 

equipment or facilities for Campion students. We are always keen to welcome new 

members, so if you think you can help us, whether by attending meetings to 

contribute to fundraising ideas, or by coming along to help out at occasional events, 

please let us know. 

Contact Jane Wood on 07901 775639 or at woodmanyana@aol.com for more 

information about the work of the Friends. 

Wednesday Club 

Hello everyone. Writing this on the last day of August, will the month finish dry or 

wet? I wonder. Summer has not been very settled and already autumn seems here, 

with fruits ripe to pick early, harvest fields mostly cleared of crops and some ready 

for planting next year's harvest, the countryside is changing colour again. Not a lot to 

report on the club this time as we closed for August but return in September, also 

with the Sunday lunches and teas as advertised. 

July 6th our outing to Dobbies Garden Centre, Milton Keynes, with so many 

areas of interest to see, being all on one level, easy walking for all (I liked the food 

hall, so many choice foods not always seen today). 

New members are welcome to join us, please ring Lynne on 830480 to enquire. 

Mrs Mary French 

Wednesday Club Farmhouse Lunches and Teas 

At the time of writing it is the day after the first one of the four so I can't tell you how 

much we've raised yet but I want to give a big thank you to everyone who has helped, 

in whatever way, with putting on what seems to have become a village social event! It 

takes a lot of people to make the Sundays run (fairly) smoothly but in Bugbrooke, and 
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particularly amongst the Wednesday Club band of helpers, organisers and members, 

that's not a problem, people are very generous with giving their time whether they are 

associated with the Club or not. And this year the Wednesday Club would like to 

thank all those villagers who gave fruit, vegetables and lovely jams and chutneys for 

sale on our produce stall. Our customers loved it (especially the townies!) and I'm sure 

the proceeds will boost our takings no end. Thank you so much for your generosity. 

Here's hoping the next three Sundays are as busy as yesterday! 

Lynne Clayson  

Bugbrooke Sunday School Rooms and Garden 

During the last few years the Sunday School Rooms have benefitted from re-

furbishment in most areas. It started with the kitchen re-fit in 2008 and during this 

summer holidays we have had a new main hall floor fitted, which involved going 

right down to the earth below and replacing rotten joists. The small and large rooms 

now have lovely new laminate flooring (at considerable expense!) The small room is 

suitable for meetings for up to about 10 people. The large hall is suitable for meetings 

and also parties for up to about 60 people. During the summer months, the beautiful 

large garden may be used along with the hall and there is even plenty of space for a 

small marquee. The large kitchen is fully stocked with crockery, cutlery and cooking 

equipment. For booking information and to have a look at the rooms please call 07920 

422381. 

Harvest Supper – On Monday 10th October at the Sunday School rooms at 

7.30pm. Hot dinner, dessert and coffee or tea. £6 per person. Bring your own drinks. 

To book your place, please call 07920 422381 without delay. 

Gillian Stone 

Women’s Institute 

Hello Ladies. I really hope you all had a nice summer because by the time you are 

reading this article your thoughts will inevitably be turning to darker nights and 

winter days. The summer weather was kind to us, and when our outing on the canal 

boat took place, a little later than originally planned, the evening was absolutely 

perfect. Our trip took us through the Blisworth tunnel and along to the Gayton Arm, 

and back again, and was thoroughly enjoyed by all those able to come along. Our 

“Captain” was a safe and very enthusiastic shipmate and made sure we all had a good 

time. 

At the AGM in Liverpool it was no surprise that the motion to vote against the 

closure of libraries was carried, but on the other hand the motion regarding Megga 

Farms resulted in some heated discussion and eventually the motion was withdrawn. 

Our refreshment tent at the Church Fete once again proved to be very popular 

and indeed the profit made increased on last year, probably due to the fact that 

members had baked the most delicious cakes and we have received a special letter of 

thanks from Mrs Gill Stone to this effect. 
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Our meeting in September was open to male attendance, primarily due to 

interest shown by those attending from the local Art Club, wanting to join us to see 

and hear the painter, Michael Peachy. 

Our sporty ladies will be taking part in the skittles, although they are less 

inclined to play darts – it must be due to the fact that we always take far too long to 

get that elusive “double one” finish! 

In October we will hold the Annual Meeting and also on 13th October our craft 

ladies will meet up to make some more cards, probably with a Christmas theme in 

mind. 

Looking forward to November, Abigail Jackson is coming along to our meeting 

on the 7th to help us play with textiles in her “ Stitch’nBitch” presentation – should be 

fun! With December looming fast on the horizon it will be a joy to listen to Brian 

Sumpton at our meeting on the 5th, who will tell us the story of the amazing return of 

the Red Kite, so much in the news lately. 

Take care and visitors are always welcome, so see you at WI. 

Beryl Harding (Nptn: 830186), on behalf of Bugbrooke WI. 

Bugbrooke Pharmacy aims to make a difference 

At Bugbrooke Pharmacy there is always a qualified pharmacist and trained, 

experienced Staff to assist you, whether it is for advice on over-the-counter 

medication, your prescription, or just general health advice.  

Bugbrooke Pharmacy offers many services such as free confidential medicine 

check-ups which take place in the pharmacy's private consultation area. The fully 

trained pharmacist can review each of your medications with you and help you get 

the most from your medicines. Additional services now offered include weight loss 

management, emergency contraception, smoking cessation, malaria prevention and 

erectile dysfunction treatments.  

For those patients who are housebound and over 60 years of age, a free 

prescription collection and delivery service is available, including those patients who 

are registered at surgeries in Weedon, Camp Hill, Blisworth and Greens Norton. With 

reduced bus services in the area, this convenient service has attracted many customers 

to the pharmacy.  

From October, Bugbrooke Pharmacy will also be offering the seasonal flu 

vaccinations in store at a small cost for everyone who is not eligible for a free vaccine 

from their GP (excluding children under 18 years), those eligible will need to book an 

appointment.  

The Pharmacy also stocks a range of veterinary products for over the counter 

conditions as well as for veterinary prescriptions.  

Bugbrooke Pharmacy looks forward to providing you with tailor-made advice 

and services. 

 For any further information just pop into the store. 
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Churchyard building and maintenance collection 2011 

Thank you to everyone who made a donation to this year’s collection and to all the 

collectors for their efforts. Despite the current hard times it made a total of nearly 

£2000 which was almost the same as last year. It shows there is much support and 

fondness for our beautiful churchyard and church. Did you know that this annual 

collection has now been taking place for almost 50 years? 

Sadly a few people don’t want to donate because of the “artificial flowers rule”. Let 

me make three points: 

This rule has been in place at least as long as the churchyard collection. 

It is not a Bugbrooke rule – it is a diocesan rule. 

If you want to make your views known on this matter, please write to the Chancellor 

of the Diocese. There is a leaflet in church that can give you more information about 

this. 

Thank you again for your support this year. 

Sue Pace 

Neighbourhood Watch 

I attended a meeting on the 10th August at Towcester Police Station with NHW co-

ordinators from Pattishall, Nether Heyford, Rothersthorpe, Kislingbury and Gayton. 

PCSO Jen Harrison organises this for her ward. She gave out each village’s crime 

figures from April – end of July.  

I am now on the SNAST committee (South Northants NHW Support Team). 

SNAST are producing their own ‘Home Security Leaflets’ with funding by a lottery 

grant as The Home Office has now stopped producing leaflets. The leaflets are being 

launched at a special SNAST meeting at the end of September. I have ordered 1200, 

hopefully enough for every household in Bugbrooke. I will need help in delivering 

these leaflets so if anybody is willing to deliver in their own road or street I would be 

extremely grateful, please contact me by emailing the address below. 

I would like to say a big thank you to Mr Dave Dungate for becoming the street 

contact for Tibbs Way. If anybody else would like to represent their own street I 

would be delighted to hear from them. 

Finally if anybody would like to be a NHW co-ordinator to help in Bugbrooke 

alongside myself please do get in touch, large villages such as Bugbrooke would 

benefit from more than one person. 

To report a crime or to speak to your local Safer Community Team about issues 

in your area, please ring 03000 111 222. In an emergency, always ring 999 

Email your local officers at  

SCT-South NorthantsTowcester@northants.pnn.police.uk 

Visit us online at www.northants.police.uk 

If you are interested in joining your local Neighbourhood Watch group, please 

contact Rose Berkshire.  Email: rosyberk@hotmail.co.uk 
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Crime and Anti Social Behaviour in Bugbrooke 

Crime figures published for Bugbrooke, updated to include June and July 2011.   

For full details go to http://www.police.uk. Bugbrooke is now rated as being in an 

average crime rate area for England and Wales. 

Bugbrooke St. Michael’s Football Club 

The new season has started promisingly for United Counties League teams. The 1st XI 

and Reserves are both unbeaten at the start of September. The only setback being the 

1st XI being knocked out of the F.A. Cup by Huntingdon Town after beating Anstey 

Nomads in the first round. 

It looks likely that both teams will be challenging for promotion this year if they 

keep fit and injury free. We wish them the best of luck in the knowledge that you 

usually make your own luck by being fit enough to challenge for everything. 

The ‘A’ side had a thumping 7–0 win in their first league match and look likely 

to challenge for every competition they are in this season, providing they hold on to 

the same squad of players. The ‘B’ side have a more difficult task with youngsters 

being integrated into the side, but their footballing skills will come to the fore as the 

season progresses. 

Unfortunately for the ‘B’s they will have to travel to Corby or beyond at least 6 

times this season. In these times of financial difficulty it is ludicrous to think that the 

Northants Central Combination cannot organize themselves better to avoid such 

extravagant travel. It would be easy to split the lower divisions into regional areas so 

that travel to matches is, at least, limited to no further than Wellingborough or the 

equivalent. I suspect delusions of grandeur affect them. 

We are looking forward to the start of the youth teams’ fixtures in early 

September and hope they can all replicate the successes of last season. They will all be 

getting good advice from their coaches, and achieving experience of the game. As in 

all team sports possession of the ball is the whole point. “If you’ve got the ball you 

can’t lose, if you haven’t got the ball you can’t win. Get it and keep it.” – Quote from 

an ex Campion School sports teacher. “Keep passing lads and you will do well”. 
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  Dec 

2010 

Jan 

2011 

Feb 

2011 

Mar 

2011 

April

2011 

May 

2011 

June 

2011 

July 

2011 

Burglary 3 4 2 2 7 1 1 1 

Anti Social Behaviour 6 9 9 9 15 9 12 13 

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Crime 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Violent Crime 0 2 2 3 3 2 3 5 

Other Crime 5 5 6 6 7 6 4 11 

Total 14 20 19 20 32 19 20 30 
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Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup 

The new year will be under way now but not without a great deal of behind the scenes 

work during the summer holidays to ensure that Playgroup was ready to welcome 

back all the children.   Most of the children are returning after the break but a number 

are new, some in their pre-school year, others set to be with us for two or more years, 

so we hope that everyone is now settled and looking forward to the year ahead. 

During July the children took part in their sports day and on this day the summer 

raffle was drawn.  This was a great fundraiser for us this year and enabled Playgroup 

to purchase new play equipment including 3d shapes, sensory equipment, scales, 

puppets, dolls, mirrors, magnifying glasses, magnets and much more.  These are all 

great items for the children to play with without realising that they are learning in the 

process!  Thank you to all who supported this event. 

The leavers also had their party and were greatly entertained by Magic Paul (Miss 

Tickle Magic’s husband) and left with their book bags for primary school.  The staff 

were sad to say goodbye but hope that they are now all settling in to their new schools. 

Jane Pearson, a deputy supervisor at Playgroup, has moved on to a new position 

after working at Playgroup for four and a half years and on behalf of the children, staff 

and committee we would like to thank her for all her hard work and commitment and 

also wish her every success in her new role. 

Also, congratulations go to Alex Ward-Gonzalez, one of our playgroup assistants, 

who has obtained her Level 3 NVQ in Children's Care, Learning and Development.   

Please look out for details of our fundraising events and support us where 

possible. You may be interested to know that we have a website at 

www.bugbrookeplaygroup.co.uk which is regularly updated with news and events so 

please add us to your favourites and keep an eye on what is happening. 

We are registering children for the new term, so if you have a child aged 2 to 4 

years and would be interested in looking around Playgroup please contact me on the 

number below or via email as we have spaces available.   Please also contact me in 

order to put your child’s name on our waiting list. 

Julie Tompkins  07563 574155 (bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk 

British Legion 

On Sunday, July 24th 2011 the men and ladies of Bugbrooke Royal British Legion had 

their standards laid up in the church at the 9.45a.m. service. I would like to thank the 

Rector Stephen French for arranging the service, David Clayson for taking 

photographs and Colin Ashmore for making the two stands for the standards to be put 

in, also those members of Bugbrooke Royal British Legion who attended the service for 

this final act of Bugbrooke Royal British Legion. 

Terry Ward 

34 

My name is Jonathan Barker – I have 15 years experience in estate agency. Call 616892 

to discuss your move.           

http://www.bugbrookeplaygroup.co.uk
mailto:bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk
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The  British  Legion standards 

laid up in church as the final act 

of the Bugbrooke Royal British 

Legion 

Bugbrooke Village Hall 

Playgroup.  Practising for 

sports day.  

James Morris and Ian Page 

from NuVu, who donated 

this new window  
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A lovely September photograph of the canal through Bugbrooke  

from Alan Willmore 

A Humming Bird Hawk Moth 

photographed by Maureen and Stan 

Clarke 

The Sparrowhawk having his 

lunch in the garden of Jim 

White 
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Nature Notes 

From time to time people send me wildlife photographs and the most common subject 

is the Sparrowhawk. Gwyneth and Jim White sent the one alongside this article and it 

was taken in their garden in Homestead Drive. There are regular reports of 

Sparrowhawks elsewhere in the village including Butts Hill Crescent, Oaklands, Lime 

Grove, Ash Grove, Camp Hill, High Street, Church Lane and West End. Their reason 

for visiting gardens is betrayed by their name. Where people are feeding small birds 

with seeds and nuts, then it is a good hunting ground for their predators. Speed is the 

Sparrowhawk’s greatest asset, and it seems to come from nowhere to take its prey. 

Small birds are very aware of the danger and often the alarm call scatters them as the 

Sparrowhawk arrives. Sometimes it will make a kill, but often it will leave for another 

good spot it knows of! To give the small birds a fighting chance, it is best to put your 

feeders close to evergreen shrubs so that they have some cover in which to hide. 

At the beginning of August I had a ‘phone call from a startled Elizabeth Wheeler 

who lives in West End. She had been joined in the shower room by a flying bat in the 

late afternoon. It landed on the floor of the shower where she left it while ‘phoning me. 

She thought that it may have come from the loft as the trap door had come open while 

she was in the shower room, although she had no idea that the loft was being used as a 

roost. After she had gathered her courage, she followed the Bat Conservation Trust’s 

advice to put a box over it and then slide a piece of cardboard underneath. When the 

cardboard reached the bat it made a surprising amount of noise! She then waited until 

sunset and put the box outside as high as she could, and then gradually pulled the 

cardboard away. When she returned a little while later, the bat had gone. 

Maureen and Stan Clarke from Harpole, sent a photo of a Hummingbird 

Hawkmoth which they saw around geraniums in their garden. Hummingbird 

Hawkmoths are active both during the day and at night, but they are most likely to be 

seen on warm sunny days in a blur of wings making an audible hum. They search for 

nectar where there are flowers whether it is in the cities or on cliff tops, or in 

Northamptonshire gardens! They are relatively common¸ but surprisingly they are 

migrants from southern Europe and Africa, although they have been known to 

overwinter here during warm winters. 

Now is the time to start feeding the birds in earnest. Even though there is plenty of 

wild food around, it is best to get the birds used to where they can find food when they 

are not yet desperate. When it is cold they will go to reliable sources of nourishment, 

rather than taking pot luck on a garden where they haven’t found food before. Often 

people are disappointed that the birds don’t come when they start feeding in December 

or January, but they are probably going next door to their regular haunt. 

To see my photograph of a long eared bat taken in our front porch, go to 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Margaret  Cooke  tel 832125 



Bugbrooke Cricket Club 

John Mundy: Chairman  830725 (H,B  & FAX), j.w.mundy@btinternet.com 

We are often plagued by senseless vandalism & now board up the windows in 

the winter.   If anybody sees any damage please contact John Mundy or myself, or 

contact the Police.   Often we are the last to know as a lot of people assume we would 

already have been informed – we do not mind how many times we are told over the 

same incident.   We are especially vulnerable during the winter months.         

We are always looking for new players of all ages so if there is anyone interested 

in joining our progressive Club at our picturesque ground by the brook please get in 

touch with myself, Roger Stone for Juniors on 842961, or John Mundy for more 

details.   This year we had Junior League Matches for Under 11, 12, 14 & 15 sides.   

There has been a full Sunday fixture list of matches from April 10th right through 

until October 2nd.   There were Saturday League fixtures for both 1st & 2nd XI’s.                 

The Annual Vice President’s Lunch & Cricket Match was held on Bank Holiday 

Monday which was really enjoyed by all those present.   Our many thanks to Len, 

Molly & others as well as Tony Bird & Gary Saunders who ran the very successful Bar 

and helped to make the Day a success.   

Our Annual Dinner & Presentation Evening will be held at The Wharf on Friday 

18th November.   Our AGM will be held in November, date not yet fixed.  Details will 

be circulated later on these 2 events but please contact John Mundy if you require 

advance information.      

Have a look at our website  www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com for further 

information with results & scorecards for all our matches for 2011 as well as the past 4 

seasons.             

Peter White (President) 50 High Street, Bugbrooke, NN7 3PG (830452 H.&B)       

p.g.white@btinternet.com  

Bugbrooke O.A.P's Christmas Gift Scheme 

In this issue of LINK, on page 44, you will find the application form for a voucher for 

The O.A.P.'s Christmas Gift Scheme. These vouchers are available for any Bugbrooke 

resident over the age of 65. When completed they can be handed into The Post Office 

before the closing date of 31st October 2011. The vouchers will be distributed to 

applicants around the first week in December. If you know of any former resident that 

is now in a care or nursing home, please let any committee member know and a gift 

will be sent to them. 

Our popular Wine Tasting evening will take place on Friday 7th October at the 

Community Centre. Numbers are limited, but if you are interested you can ring 

832292 to see if there are any tables still available. 

Boxes will be placed in shops and pubs in the village from mid November. 

Please help us to continue this worthwhile Gift Scheme. 

Judith Piper (Chairman) 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 

A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep up-to-date with 

Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican 

parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Services 

8:00am  BCP Communion 3rd and 5th Sundays in the Month 

9:45am  2nd and 4th Sundays in the month Holy Communion 

 1st Sunday in the month Morning Worship 

 3rd Sunday in the month Family Worship 

 5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

6:00pm  1st Sunday in the month ‘Sunday at Six’. Shared tea at 6pm followed by 

Praise and Worship 

Other Services 

Tuesdays during term time 2:30pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 

First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am  Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel 

1:30pm  Holy Communion at Jubilee House 

7:00pm  Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers. 

1st and 3rd Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove. 

Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 

Rooms. 

Alternative Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms.  

Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House) . Fellowship and Bible 

Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane.  

First Wednesday in the month from 7:30pm onwards ‘Men’s Night Out’.  No agenda 

just a chance for men to have a night out. For details of venue and events see church 

notice board or give Stephen a ring on  831621. 

Future Events 

Sunday 9th October 9:45am Harvest Celebrations with Communion in Church with 

involvement from the Rainbows, Brownies and Guides. 

Monday 10th October 7:30pm Harvest Supper in the Sunday School Rooms. 

Sunday 13th November 11:45am Service of Remembrance at St. Michael and All Angels.  

Please note change of time 

There are leaflets in all of the above churches but  

also watch your letter box for all the relevant information. 

Please keep an eye out for other services and events. 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Ring 831621 for details and if you have any questions. 
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Family Announcements 

Strike - Barry.  To the many friends and acquaintances of Barry we would like to 

express our thanks, with special mention to the staff at the chemist and doctors for 

their kindness, also for the many cards and kind wishes sent to us. Thank you. Jenny 

and Family 

Westland - Andrew.  Sally, Natalie, Robert, Zoe, Linda and John would like to thank 

all relatives, friends and neighbours for their kind words, cards and flowers, for their 

sad loss of a dear Husband, Dad and Son-in-Law.   

Diary 

October 

November 

3rd 7.30pm WI AGM with hot supper  SS 

5th 2.00pm Wednesday Club  SS 

7th 7.30pm Friends of Campion School. Quiz Night and Fish & 

Chip Supper 

Campion 

19th 2.00pm Wednesday Club SS 

    

2nd 2.00pm Wednesday Club SS 

7th 7.30pm WI ‘Stitch’n’bitch’, with Abigail Jackson—Let’s play 

with textiles. Visitors welcome. 

SS 

26th 2.00pm Friends of Campion—Christmas Market and Art 

Exhibition 

Campion 

28th  Wednesday Club—Outing to Wicksteed Park  

Christmas Spectacular 

 

  December  

3rd  Friends of the Church, Wine Tasting CC 

5th 7.30pm WI—The Return of the Red Kite, Brian Sumpton. 
Visitors welcome. 

SS 
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