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:The LINK Xmas Puzzles.  You will find the answers on page 46 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name the Harry Potter Characters and Actors 

ARREST 

YOU’RE 

Once 
Time   

R 

K  CLOCK O 

C 

SOMEI’MTHING 

Find the common phrases 

by solving these dingbats  
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See if you 

can find the 

20 

Bugbrooke 

roads, 

streets, 

closes and 

ways hidden 

in the  

matrix. 

Unscramble the tiles to reveal a message 

Rearrange these letters to give the name of a Clint Eastwood film— 

LOUTS FALL RAIDS LOFF 

More  Dingbats 
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I am sure you will agree with me that the cover of the Christmas 

issue of this magazine is wonderful, colourful and evocative. As 

you have come to expect there are a variety of puzzles for you to 

enjoy over the holiday period, as well as loads of interesting articles about village life 

and activities in the wider area of Northamptonshire. 

Thanks for photos which we have received and we will attempt to use those that 

are suitable. I appreciate the response to the request in the editorial of the last issue 

because I think it is so important to describe village life visually as well as in the 

written articles. 

Some of the information in this magazine relates to Christmas and New Year and 

some about events and possibilities for your involvement in 2012. Why not try 

something different and let us know how you get on? 

In the meantime, the LINK committee wish you all a peaceful and healthy end to 

2011. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 

impressively wide range of information and links to other organisations and websites, 

including back issues of LINK and items that are additional to what has been 

included in the magazines. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 02 

January 2012, but earlier submissions are most welcome. The preferred way of us 

receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 

With the kind permission of Mrs Bastin, Headteacher at the Primary School, the play 

area for small children (up to 11 years) has been extended. The play equipment 

currently on site is open for use when the gate is unlocked. Further pieces of 

equipment will be added in the near future following kind donations from the Sports 

and Community Mast Fund, Cllr Jean Kirkbride’s Community Fund and a 

contribution from the Parish Council. 

Progress is also being made on the provision of a new Burial Ground adjacent to 

the current one. The Parish Council, Parochial Church Council and the Millennium 

Green Trustees have all voted, without dissent, to part of the Millennium Green being 

used as an extension to the churchyard in exchange for the Glebe Field which is next 

to the Church Car Park. This agreement will need the backing of the Peterborough 

Front Page:   Now becoming our traditional Christmas contribution from the 

Bugbrooke Art Group, this  superb cover is from Barbara Clarke 
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Diocese and the Charity Commissioners before it can proceed further but all the local 

participants are agreed it would be a good way forward to resolve our burial ground 

problem. 

The Parish Council is also in the process of considering a development 

masterplan for the village. This would enable residents to have an input into where 

future housing or industry should go in Bugbrooke. This may be pre-empted to a 

certain extent by the fact that the land at the end of John’s Road is going to appeal to 

the Planning Inspectorate in February 2012. The inspector will be hearing arguments 

for and against the proposal and will make his/her decision after hearing these points 

of view. The decision will be final. The Parish Council has again objected on highway 

and sewage grounds, but has made a strong plea (in case the application is approved) 

that all the Section 106 requests made by the village should be incorporated into any 

final decision. These include junction improvements, road surface improvements, 

sewage works to ensure the present system is not overloaded, contributions towards 

allotment land and burial ground, freehold transfer of recreation land to the Sports 

and Community Association, contributions towards a library facility in the village 

and tree and hedge planting to help maintain a wildlife habitat. 

Following a successful appeal in a Magistrate’s Court against the naming of new 

houses opposite to Manor House as Holt Gardens, the Parish Council have had to 

have a rethink. They decided that as Mrs Holt was a member of the Grant family, and 

her brothers Bill and Mont were threshers in the village for many years, it would be 

appropriate to ask the District Council to call the development Grants Orchard. 

Arrangements for the official twinning exchange ceremony on June 9th, 2012, are 

under way. Campion School pupils and members of the W.I. will be making a 

twinning banner to hang permanently in the Community Centre. This work has 

already started and anyone wishing to join in should contact the Parish Clerk on 

832838 as soon as possible. New village signs will also shortly be installed 

incorporating the name Vöhl along with Iteuille. Exchanges between the language 

departments of Campion School and Hertzhausen are also going ahead. Campion 

School will also be providing music during the ceremony on June 9th and 

organisations will soon be receiving invitations to the event from the Parish Clerk. 

John Curtis 

Letters to the Editor 

Driving Hazard 

As a resident of Bugbrooke, I regularly drive from Kislingbury down the hill from 

Campion School to the High Street and have to negotiate the restriction to the width 

of the road. The manoeuvre is made more difficult by a large vehicle parking (legally) 

just behind the restriction which reduces the visibility of the bend, this is not the only 

thing that reduces the visibility — there is a road sign which warns the motorist to 

slow down! The height of the grassed area also makes it difficult to see approaching 

vehicles. 
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Do other residents feel the same way as I and is there something that could be 

done to make the visibility better by having double yellow lines behind the lane 

restriction and the “Slow down” sign removed. 

Also, while I agree with the implementation of the 20 mph speed restriction on 

the High Street, I believe that the section by the school could work in a similar 

manner to that applied in the US, where it is only in force during school terms, at 

other times it would revert to 30 mph. 

BL Dinsey 

 

Thank You, from Allen at Petstop 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank friends and customers for their good 

wishes during my ongoing cancer treatment. I have been fortunate in that Donna has 

been able to look after the shop in my absences, for which I am very grateful. 

Thankfully, disruption to the opening hours have been kept to a minimum. Recent 

tests have shown that there is an improvement and my treatment should be 

completed before Christmas. I hope that things will be back to normal in the New 

Year.  

Thank you once again for your continuing support. 

Allen  

 

Re. The Emma Bull Letter, LINK issue October 2011 

You may have had plenty of responses about Emma Bull and her fostering of 

children. I remember hearing about her when I first came to Bugbrooke in 1974 as 

there were plenty of people who remembered her then. 

Emma Barnes was born in 1854 in Bugbrooke (the Barnes family go back to the 

1600's) and in 1879 she married Thomas Bull (another old Bugbrooke family), he was 

10 years older than her. They had a son, Horace Charles who was born in 1889 and 

then in 1890 a daughter Emma who died in that year too. Then Thomas Bull sadly 

died in 1891 leaving Emma with a 2 year old son. Her husband had been a tailor. I 

imagine she had to find a way to make ends meet and so she began fostering children. 

When I came to Bugbrooke one of her fostered children, Peggy Carlyle, used to 

come to church from Northampton where she now lived. The one person who I 

imagine would remember Emma is Nancy Rogers aged 89, now in Nazareth House, a 

nursing home in Northampton. Emma Bull died in 1931 and so you would need to be 

in your late eighties to actually remember her. 

I hope this is of some help. 

Congratulations, what a splendid magazine you produce, a credit to all the team. 

With best wishes, Tim Partridge 

 

Joanne  Lauder née Eddy 

We have a letter from Joanne Lauder, who with her family stayed in Bugbrooke in the 

summer with the Bates family.  She first came to Bugbrooke in 1978 having met the 
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Bates in Australia, and eventually stayed with them for 16 months at the age of 10, 

getting to know Bugbrooke very well. 

She says her family all love the village and she has fond memories of the school, 

church, canal and many of the friends she made.  She can’t believe the village is 

almost the same as when she first left. 

Unfortunately the letter arrived too late for us to print before she went back to 

Australia, but if you want to read it, it is on the LINK website notice board in full. 

Message of thanks from the Motor Neurone Disease 

Association (MNDA) 

Many thanks to Nina and Nick for allowing us to display The MNDA's collection box 

in the Bugbrooke Store and also to the many generous customers who have donated 

to the box.  Since 2007 over £300 has been sent to the MNDA to help provide support 

for the people living with MND and to fund research.  The Association is greatly 

indebted to all its supporters and can assure you that it is working hard to try to 

combat this dreadful disease.  Thank you again and we wish you all good health and 

happiness for Christmas and the New Year ahead. 

Best regards from Val Hillyer on behalf of The Motor Neurone Disease 

Association. 

Where Has it Gone! 

I know some people start their Christmas shopping in the 

January Sales and then systematically buy their gifts throughout 

the year.  Some people start as the shops start to fill their shelves 

with Christmas goodies in September while the vast majority of 

people, even with the rise in internet shopping, seem to spend the 

last week or two before Christmas to think of and then buy their 

Christmas gifts. 

I for one fall into the latter category, leaving my purchases 

until the last week and have even been known to still be on the hunt for presents on 

Christmas Eve. 

Last Christmas was no exception, finally getting around to buying my presents 

the Monday morning before Christmas.  With four hours of parking fee paid on the 

car and before hitting the shops, I treated myself to a cup of coffee in ‘Costa Coffee’ or 

was it ‘Costa Bomb!’  As I sat down with my large very strong and large coffee 

without milk and a very tasty looking chocolate muffin I was drawn to undertake a 

little bit of people watching. 

There were Moms and Dads and little ones in pushchairs, there were Grannies 

and Granddads treating their grandchildren, young couples dressed to impress 

alongside the Salvation Army playing ‘O little town of Bethlehem’, while a man on his 

guitar was providing a more secular offering of ‘I wish it could be Christmas every 
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day’!  A scene that if photographed could find its way onto the lid of a tin of toffees as 

an anecdote to all the Victorian pictures of Christmas we are bombarded with. 

 However, apart from the smiles on the children’s faces in anticipation of 

Christmas morning, the faces of the adults were far from happy.  In fact, the 

overriding view outside of the coffee shop was one of despondency, drudgery and 

depression!  Where was the Christmas spirit we keep hearing about, especially in a 

family of six where there was a ten foot exclusion zone, as the Father gave a verbal 

onslaught to the Mother reducing her to tears. 

If this is what Christmas reduces us to, why do we bother with Christmas at all! 

One reason is I feel; we just want it all to be like those pictures on the front of the 

toffee tin, we want to have a season of goodwill where we can look forward to the 

future with optimism and eager anticipation rather than fear and uncertainty. 

Jesus came into the world to bring us out of the ordinary into the extraordinary, 

to make it possible to have optimism in this life.  Why not take time out over 

Christmas to give as we sing in one of our Christmas Carols, ‘Glory to God in the 

Highest’ and not ‘Glory to God in the High_St’! 

God’s grace and his peace to all this Christmas 2011. 

Stephen French Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe 

Upper Nene Villages 3rd Age Group — U3A 

Monday 11th December 2011  

This year we have decided that we will celebrate the Christmas period with a special 

tea and a quiz instead of having a speaker.  We hope you will all come along and 

enjoy what will be the last meeting of 2011. 

I have now relinquished the post of 'Speaker and Publicity Secretary'.  I realise I 

have not been able to please everyone on my choice of speakers, but I hope I 

succeeded in you all enjoying the majority of them.  Fay. 

Meetings are open to non-members and take place at Bugbrooke Community 

Centre, Camp Hill, Bugbrooke on the 3rd Monday of each month at 2.30p.m. For 

further information contact John Scoble on 01604 830985. 

SPECIAL INTEREST GROUPS:   Appreciating Poetry, Book Exchange, French, 

Genealogy, German Intermediate, History of Music, Literature Group, Luncheon 

Club, 'My Kind of Music', Scrabble, Snooker, Writing Family History. 

New Year’s Eve 

Party at the Community Centre for the whole family from tots to grandmas. Hot and 

cold 2 course buffet. Come and see what we have come up with this year for your 

usual full evening of entertainment. 

My name is Jonathan Barker – I have 15 years experience in estate agency. Call 616892 

to discuss your move.           
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Quizzes and Games with prizes (but only if you want to!)  

Disco – live DJ until early hours of January 2012  

£15 per adult. £6 per child (sorry about slight increase, but we will be giving you 

an even better meal this year and remember there is no raffle – no other money will be 

needed on the night) 

8pm start. Bring your own drinks.  

Any profit made will be donated to Bugbrooke Church. Thank you so much 

everyone for last year’s great donation. 

Call Gillian Stone to book your tickets. 07920 422381 (advance ticket sales only – 

be quick!) 

Active Cycling for Everyone 
I would like to inform you about a new initiative from South Northamptonshire 

Council. The initiative is called ACE, Active Cycling for Everyone, and is aimed at 

increasing cycle use across the district. Funding has been secured to make ACE free 

for all participants. 

ACE is about: 

•         Cycling. 

•         Practical: for commuting or shopping. 

•         Recreational: for health, pleasure or sport. 

•         For all age groups: young and old. 

•         For all abilities: able bodied or with special needs. 

•         Creating a local network of support and expertise. 

South Northamptonshire Council will be working in partnership with various 

bodies, including British Cycling, the Cyclists Touring Club and Northamptonshire 

Sport to deliver ACE in your community. 

Mark McVitty, Cycling Officer, ACE Implementation 

Margot is Retiring 

In January, one of Bugbrooke’s 'National Treasures' will be retiring from her 

hairdressing business.  Kelly's has been part of Bugbrooke for 40 years with customers 

from all age groups and with all sorts of Hair do's as well!  

Margot will still be working on Thursdays for Louise who is the new owner (she 

has been working in the salon for 24 years) so things will still remain familiar.  

We wish Lou 'Good Luck' with this new venture and Margot every happiness in 

your retirement. You won't know how you found time to go to work!  

Margot would like to thank all of her customers past and present for their 

patronage, love and friendship and to take this opportunity to wish all of you a Very 

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
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Bugbrooke 

Primary 

School  

Council—

Helping to 

run the school. 

The new school fruit shop—helping to deliver their five-a-day. 
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School litter 

patrol—helping 

to keep the 

school clean. 

Pupils doing keep fit to raise money for the NSPCC 
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Wednesday Club Farmhouse Lunches and Teas 
As a result of this massively successful fundraising event we shall be banking a 

stupendous £3577.87! We made £2427 profit which has been increased by a very 

generous grant from South Northants Homes of £400 towards the cost of ingredients. 

This is the second year that they have supported us with a grant and we are very 

grateful to them for their generosity. We are also grateful to Barclays who have 

authorised a grant of £750 from their £4£ scheme. 

So, on behalf of all the members of the Wednesday Club, I would like to say a 

huge thank you to the army of helpers who turned out on Sundays, to the Weds Club 

members who all helped in whatever ways they were able, to everyone who donated 

bric-a-brac, produce, preserves and home baking and also of course to our customers 

for their overwhelmingly kind comments, for their patience when they had to queue 

for tables and for supporting us so generously.   

Lynne Clayson 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello everyone. Here we are again at the time of year when the clocks have been put 

back, so darker evenings are here and winter weather fast approaching, which means 

out come all our warm clothes and sensible footwear.  

September 7th - welcome to a new member, Mrs Hilda Jeffs. Our September 

Sundays were taken up with the lunches and teas etc which Lynne organised with a 

wonderful team of helpers. A great result as Lynne will report in her write up. 

October 5th - fish and chips today, wine, cold drinks and sherry trifle, tea and 

coffee. Entertainment by the Valentine Singers: 22 ladies and gents who, as always, 

filled the room with music and songs then stayed for tea and biscuits before saying 

their goodbyes. More tea and birthday cake next for Mrs Elsie Clarke to mark her 90 

years. Well done Elsie, keep on smiling! (By the way, Elsie is Lynne's Mum). 

October 19th - welcome to another new member today, Mrs Margaret Leggatt, a 

much needed whist player. 

More new members are very welcome, ring Lynne on 830480. 

Mrs Mary French 

Bugbrooke Scout Group 

The Beaver Colony and the Cub Pack are going well and have a good attendance. 

Unfortunately the Scout Troop is still in need of a regular Leader and is meeting with 

support from Daventry District Leaders. We are looking for a Leader and other adult 

help and we would be pleased to hear from anyone who would like to support the 

Group in any way. If necessary, training is provided and District will continue to give 

full support. 

Do you have a domestic electric cooker that you are planning to replace?  We 

need a cooker for the kitchen in the Scout Hut and this would be a much better use 
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than just sending it for scrap. Please contact me if you can help with either of these 

matters. 

Alan Kent 01604 830518. 

Open Gardens 2012 

Back by popular demand!! 12 open gardens and cream teas in the Sunday School on 

June 16th and 17th, with Songs of Praise in the Garden of Joy at 6pm on 17th. If 

anyone else would like to offer their gardens—they don’t have to be perfect, just 

interesting—please contact me. 

Sue Pace (832516) 

Bugbrooke Allotment Association 

The AGM was held on the 26th September at the Community Centre, the attendance 

was disappointing, although there were some apologies due to another meeting 

taking place at the same time.  

When the meeting came to election of officers there were no nominees for the 

vacant position of Chairman even though I had made it known that I intended to 

stand down at least six months before. I felt like a teacher who had asked the class a 

question and was waiting for a response, it was a quiet time. 

For the Association to continue it requires a committee comprising a 

Chairperson, a Treasurer and a Secretary, if it does not have them, there is no 

Association. 

I had hoped that I would be standing down and handing over the reins of an 

enlarged Association with the extension of the plots, however, the project is not yet 

complete.  

As there were no nominees for the post of Chairperson, I have reluctantly agreed 

to stay on for one more year or until the plot extension is completed. Hopefully, one 

of the new plot holders will be willing to take on the minimal duties of Chairperson. 

The number of people who have joined the waiting list for a plot is over twenty 

and hopefully the majority of these will be satisfied. 

The current committee comprises: 

Bev Dinsey  Chairman 830198 

Vicky Greening        Secretary 

Kathy Hall   Treasurer 

Bugbrooke WI 
Hello Ladies. By now you will all be preparing for Christmas. Let's hope 

that the snow holds off until the New Year.   

In October our members enjoyed a hot supper followed by our 

AGM and a new committee was confirmed. If you are interested in the 

work of the RSPB then you may not have missed our December meeting 

when Brian Sumpton will be speaking about the Return of the Red Kite to this area as 
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well as other local work by the RSPB.  Otherwise we would welcome you to join us in 

January which promises to be an entertaining evening on the History and Art of the 

Monologue. How many of you remember Stanley Holloway and Albert and The Lion?  

John Tearne has plenty of surprises for us, so please come along and enjoy the fun. 

Merry Christmas to everyone. 

Carole Bowling (Tel. 832421 )  President of Bugbrooke WI 

Thank you for supporting Tanzania 
We have had an excellent response to the appeal for help in Tanzania and we are very 

grateful – your generosity is amazing.  As we promised, every penny will be used on 

the Uraki Secondary School and Kimnyak Dispensary. The more we can raise means the 

more we can do so if any more of you would like to make a contribution, please make 

cheques payable to “Bugbrooke East Africa Trust”. 

If you don’t know what to give someone for Christmas then what about a Gift 

Card? Make a donation and we will print you a Gift Card for you to give at Christmas. 

Thank you all for your interest and support. 

Tony & Sue Pace (4 Laddermakers Yard; tel 832516) 

P.S. If you have any unwanted reading glasses (NOT prescription) or any glasses chains 

you get in Christmas crackers, I can make VERY good use of them in Tanzania. Thanks! 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Here we are at the end of another year of flowers and friendship.  We have enjoyed 

demonstrations, workshops and outings during a busy year.  Our programme Secretary 

Cherry Pilcher has completed next year’s programme so there is plenty to look forward 

to in 2012. Our AGM takes place on Monday January 23rd followed by a buffet supper. 

If you love flowers and enjoy a relaxing evening, do join us in Nether Heyford 

Village Hall at 7.45pm on the 4th Monday of each month.  You can be sure of a warm 

welcome. 

Jane Barker 
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O.A.P.'s Gift Scheme 
The closing date for the application forms for the gift voucher is now past. We notice 

from last year’s list that quite a few 'regulars' have not applied. There are those who 

are alone and frail that rely on family or neighbours to apply on their behalf. 

Unfortunately some of the more vulnerable slip through the system and it is too late 

when it comes to our attention. 

Collecting boxes will be placed in the shops and pubs in the village in the month 

leading up to Christmas. Please give generously, as we rely entirely on donations and 

our fund raiding events. To meet the cost of providing around 200 vouchers of £9.00. 

each, we need to raise £1800 each year, which is becoming more and more difficult. 

The vouchers will be delivered to those who applied early in December. May we 

wish everyone a very happy Christmas and a peaceful New Year. 

Judith Piper (Chairman) 

Bugbrooke Village Hall Playgroup 

This is always an exciting and busy term at Playgroup, with the Autumn activities and 

build up to Christmas.  In October, parents and children were invited to the village 

church for a Harvest Festival service led by Gillian Stone and Sue Pace. They joined in 

the celebration with songs and storytelling and parents donated tins and packets.  

Many thanks to Sue and Gillian for this, the children thoroughly enjoyed themselves.  

They have also been on an autumn walk in the village, in and around the Millennium 

Green, learning about the changes in the seasons and have been hard at work 

practising for the tots’ Christmas singing and the pre-school Christmas play.  With a 

Christmas church service and a visit from Santa at the end of term party, they will all 

be ending this busy first term full of excitement. 

The AGM was held in September and the annual accounts were presented.  The 

accounts were prepared by Nigel Thomas and Playgroup would like to thank him for 

giving his time to do this. Following the AGM in September Stephanie Giles and 

Claire King stepped down as committee members.  We would like to thank them very 

much for their hard work during their time on the committee.   We are very pleased to 

welcome our new members, Julie Gregory, Toni Suddards and Faye Shaw who have 

bought in new ideas for fundraising and organised events.  In September 2012 we will 

lose two more members and it is important that we have new people willing to join us, 

as without the committee Playgroup cannot exist. If you are able to provide a bit of 

time and support please get in touch. 

The committee held a Halloween disco on 31st October which was very well 

attended and raised around £130 for Playgroup. This was a great afternoon and huge 

thanks go to Willie Marriott who gave his time to entertain the children with his 

brilliant disco. 

Congratulations go to Victoria Tofte, our Playgroup Supervisor, who has 

successfully completed her Early Years Professional Status (EYPS) after studying on 

day release.  This is a great achievement for Victoria and a huge benefit to Playgroup.  
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Since its launch in 2007, EYPS has become recognised as the gold-standard in early 

years training and the only government endorsed accreditation for the early years 

workforce.  Here are just a few of the benefits for parents as detailed on the Children’s 

Workforce Development Council website: 

• You can be confident that highly skilled staff are working with your child – 

research highlights the positive impact of a setting that employs an EYP. 

• EYPs are leaders of change and able to skillfully manage and motivate staff so 

your child is in the care of experts. 

• EYPs have a measurable impact on quality across a range of areas for pre-

school children including communication, language and literacy, and scientific 

understanding. 

Playgroup relies on fundraising activities to keep providing the excellent 

facilities and qualified staff, so please look out for details of up and coming events 

and support us whenever possible.  Future fundraisers include a Christmas raffle and 

Quiz Night.  We also have a recycling box at playgroup which takes unwanted 

clothing, bedding, curtains, paired shoes and handbags so if you have any of these 

please feel free to bag them up and bring them along to Playgroup. 

If you would like any information on the above or about registering your child at 

Playgroup please contact Julie Tompkins on 07563 574155 or at 

bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk. 

Julie Tompkins 

Bugbrooke History Group 

At our September meeting Kate Wills talked about Northampton in the Summer of 

1914, some special days before life for many people was changed for ever by World 

War I. She described the wondrous town tram service, the fact that many women 

were already at work in factories, the impact of soldiers from Wales who took up 

residence here, and various events. 

Our November speaker is Derek Smithers with fascinating stories about the Post 

in World War II. 

Liz Thomas has recently completed an interesting project. She has sent us this 

report: 

What do Chelsea Pensioners, Cordwainers, Railway Policemen and Coopers 

have in common? Well, they all lived in Bugbrooke at the time of the 1851 Census. I 

recently helped transfer data from this Census as part of the Rose of the Shires Project, 

but could not help reading all the information and enjoying seeing a glimpse of 

Bugbrooke 160 years ago! 

Despite the variety of occupations (including Masons, Wharf Labourers and 

Ratcatchers), the village was still very rural, and the majority of men and boys were 

employed on the land. A George Harrison was the youngest ‘Farmers Boy’ at the age 

of 9! 

Amongst the ladies, Lacemaking was the predominant occupation, no doubt to 

mailto:bugbrookeplaygroup@yahoo.co.uk
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help boost the family income rather than as a hobby or pastime. One Clara Geary is 

listed as a Lacemaker at the age of 5! 

There are also numerous people shown as ‘Pauper’, particularly amongst the 

elderly. In contrast, some families could afford to employ servants, cooks, grooms and 

nursemaids. 

Several also held two jobs; a Mark Eales is both Butcher and PostMaster, John 

Reeve is Publican and Maltster at the Bakers Arms, and Edward Ireson is both Baker 

and Grocer. 

Many of you will already recognise your own surnames, or those of neighbours 

and friends. Gardner, Ashby, Lovell, Clark, Perkins, Manning, Collins and Curtis are 

names which appear amongst many families. 

So a walk along Bugbrooke High Street in 1851 may experience some different 

sights, sounds and smells, but perhaps a lot of names and faces you would meet 

would actually be very familiar! 

The long awaited Churchyard Survey has been completed just in time for 

Christmas! Many local people have worked to create this historical record and with 

the help of the Northamptonshire Family History Society the publication will be 

available from 1st December. 

The book covers all the graves in the Churchyard plus the memorials inside the 

Church, and with the cooperation of the Jesus Fellowship, the graves and memorials 

at the Baptist Chapel are also included. Copies can be purchased from the Benefice 

Office, online from the NFHS or from Peter Wilkins (Tel 832609). 

For those interested, most neighbouring village memorials are in print and 

available from the NFHS website. 

There are a few Bugbrooke History Books and Photograph Books available for 

special Christmas presents. Phone 01604 830518 if you would like to buy one. 

We hope to have another popular history walk to celebrate New Year – watch 

out for publicity and on the website for further details. 

Pat Kent (secretary) 

Bugbrooke St Michael’s F.C. 

At the end of October the club has a remarkable record that may well never be 

repeated. The top 3 teams (1st, Reserves and ‘A’) are all top of their respective leagues 

having won all their matches. They have a combined positive goal difference of 77. If 

they continue this form for the rest of the season they will all be promoted and should 

stand an excellent chance in all the cup competitions they enter. The ‘B’ side, whilst 

blooding young players into adult football, are also doing well in 3rd place in their 

league. 

All the youth teams are performing well and learning to play good football. They 

all represent the club well and are supported by their managers and families. The club 

has again caught the notice of Northants F.A. and has been nominated as the best 

community club in the county. 
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Supporters are always welcome and they will be guaranteed to see some good 

football being played this season. Those who cannot make the matches can always 

support the club by joining the weekly lottery. If you are interested please contact Jo 

on 830945 

The club is fortunate to have a number of voluntary helpers keeping the facilities 

up to scratch. More help can always be used and if you feel able to give a couple of 

hours a week please contact Willy on 831606. BSMFC has the feel of a place that is 

going somewhere. Jump on the bus and enjoy the ride! As the Chairman said at the 

last committee meeting – “If I knew what we were doing right I’d bottle it and sell it.” 

John Curtis 

Bugbrooke Children’s Centre is now open 

We are delighted to let you know that Bugbrooke Sure Start children’s centre is now 

open.  The centre is based at Bugbrooke Primary school and is open most weekdays, 

including school holidays.  

If you live in the Bugbrooke area and have a baby or young child under 5 years, 

we warmly welcome you to come along to the centre and make use of the wonderful 

new facilities.  Each week we run a programme of activities to support early learning 

and development, including stay and play groups, creative play, singing time and 

story telling.  These activities are free and run on a ‘drop in’ basis.  We also provide a 

rolling programme of outreach activities for families living in the surrounding 

villages.  For example, this term we will be at Litchborough on Tuesday afternoons.   

In addition to our play sessions we also offer courses and workshops for parents 

and carers including First Aid, Parenting skills and Baby massage.  Parents can also 

access their local children’s centre for information and help on a range of issues 

including child development, parenting support, training and employment, finding 

local childcare and child and family health. 

To find out more visit our website at 

 www.southnorthantschildrenscentres.org.uk or call us on 01604 831575. 

Tree of Eternal Light Service  
This year’s Tree of Eternal Light service will be held at St Michael and All Angels 

church at 7pm on Thursday, 8th December.  

A quiet hour, away from the Christmas rush, when we can remember family 

members and friends who are no longer here to share the celebrations with us. A 

Christmas tree covered in lights which will shine in the church every day throughout 

the Christmas period. Each light represents the life of someone dear to us, people from 

all walks of life, some closely connected to the Church during their lifetime, many 

with no connection at all but whose families and friends find the Tree of Light a fitting 

way to remember them at Christmas. The opportunity to leave a message on the tree 

after the service. A focus for the deep feelings people face at Christmas time, beautiful 

music, a few carols, the names of our loved ones read out one by one, a book of 
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remembrance which can be viewed after the service and throughout the Christmas 

period. And afterwards, if you wish, coffee and mince pies and the opportunity to 

talk to someone if you need to. All we ask is for a donation for each person 

remembered. This year donations will be distributed equally among the following 

recipients:  

British Heart Foundation, Stroke Association and Bugbrooke Church.  

Names and donations please to the Benefice Office, Sunday School Building, 

Church Lane (830373), or Lynne Clayson, Orchard Way, The Paddocks (830480). 

Thank you.  

Nature Notes — Red Kites and Buzzards in Bugbrooke 

In September we went to Apethorpe near Oundle and we saw a wonderful display 

of six Red Kites flying over the trees near the church. On the way back we saw lots 

more in and above the fields. Red Kites are birds of prey that are a similar size to the 

more commonly seen Buzzards, but they are easily distinguished in flight by the V-

shape in their tail feathers and their heads are distinctly grey.  They are also much 

more reddish or russet in colour on their tails and thighs than Buzzards. Last year 

there were several sightings of Red Kites in the village by people living in Chipsey 

Avenue and in the fields towards the Mill. Until quite recently they were found in 

small numbers only in Wales, but they were reintroduced in the Chilterns where, in 

2000 there were 112 breeding pairs and other schemes have been equally successful. 

In the middle ages they were birds of urban areas more than the countryside, as they 

are scavengers that fed on the rubbish that accumulated before the time of organised 

refuse collection. A German writer in 1465 claimed that to kill Red Kites was an 

offence punishable by death as they kept “the towns free from all filth”.  Now they 

feed mainly on carrion, although they can catch large birds such as crows, and they 

also eat insects and earthworms. 

Many people who take part in the annual garden bird watch mention that they 

often see Buzzards circling in the sky. Buzzards are one of the most common and 

widespread of birds of prey. There are quite a few pairs that nest in Cornhill and on 

the A5. Often they are quite high and your attention is first attracted by their high 

pitched, rather weedy call. They can hang motionless against the wind while looking 

for prey such as small mammals, but they too will take dead meat including road-

kill. Both the Red Kite and the Buzzard are residents so keep a look-out for them and 

let me know, especially if you see any Red Kites locally. 

Look out for Redwings and Fieldfares. They are often seen together and are 

winter visitors that started to arrive in October. They like to feed on apples on the 

ground, so if you have any stored apples going a bit soft or starting to rot, put them 

out and see if you attract these winter migrants. If not the Blackbirds and Thrushes 

will appreciate them. We have seen male and female Blackcaps in our garden for a 

few winters eating berries, fruit on the ground and fat from fat balls, but they can 

easily be missed as they are often with similar sized birds such as Chaffinch. 
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A Red Kite on the left and a 

Buzzard below, both 

photographed over Bugbrooke  

Forget the partridge in a pear tree..........! 
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Thanks to Tony Hall for the picture above of the  churchyard and to Alan Berkshire for 

the view from the Downs below, both reminding us of the beautiful area we live in. 
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Waxwings came from the continent in abundance last year, but I didn’t hear of any 

here. Some were seen in Bedfordshire though. Look out for small flocks in trees and 

bushes with berries, particularly hawthorn. There are large numbers of Goldfinches 

around at present, so don’t forget to put out the nijer seeds.  Keep your eyes open 

and you might be surprised what you see, and don’t forget to share it! 

Recent  sightings- a single Roe Deer was disturbed from the undergrowth in 

Smiths Lane. 

The Big Garden Birdwatch will be on the last weekend of January. Each year we 

have had more people take part and if you haven’t done it before, please join in. 

Tally forms will be available at Petstop after Christmas, and online at 

www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/naturenotes or from me at 1 Browns Yard. 

Margaret Cooke, 832125 

P.S. The WI is hosting a talk about Red Kites on December 5th at the Sunday School. 

Neighbourhood Watch 
By now everyone should have received their new NHW leaflet that 

contains very useful numbers. There is just one change to these 

which is the new police number to report non-urgent crimes or give 

information. This is now 101 instead of 03000111222. Very many 

thanks to all who offered to help deliver these leaflets throughout the 

village. If by any chance you have not received one, Ian at the Post Office has some 

spare copies. 

The last three months have seen several street briefings in various villages, after 

talking to residents the priority was speeding. Street briefings can be viewed on the 

police website www.northants.police.uk/sct 

The NHW co-ordinator is notified when there is a briefing to be held in their 

parish. 

The next co-ordinators meeting with our PCSO Jen Harrison will be in December 

when we should receive the crime figures from July – September for Bugbrooke. 

Now Halloween and Bonfire Night are over Christmas is on the horizon, so be 

careful not to leave presents on view in cars, make sure they are all safely out of sight. 

This also applies to presents in the house which need to be out of sight of windows 

and doors. 

If you see anything suspicious at all please use the dedicated NHW number on 

the back of your leaflet (01604 432436). 

A happy and crime free Christmas and New Year to all. 

Rose Berkshire (Bugbrooke NHW co-ordinator) 

In an emergency, always ring 999. Email your local officers at 

 SCT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.pnn.police.uk 

Visit us online at www.northants.police.uk. If you are interested in joining your 

local Neighbourhood Watch group, please contact Rose Berkshire Email: 

rosyberk@hotmail.co.uk 

http://www.bugbrookelink.co.uk/naturenotes
mailto:SCT-SouthNorthantsTowcester@northants.pnn.police.uk
http://www.northants.police.uk


Bugbrooke Crime Figures  

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
John Mundy: Chairman 830725 (H, B &FAX) 07850-084535 (M)                                                                                                             

j.w.mundy@btinternet.com 

We  are often plagued by senseless vandalism to our Pavilion in the winter.   If 

anybody (especially dog walkers) see any damage etc please contact John Mundy or 

myself,  if no reply please leave message on voice mail & contact the Police.   Often we 

are the last to know as a lot of people assume we would already have been informed – 

we do not mind how many times we are told over the same incident.  We are 

especially vulnerable during the winter months.  The windows have now been 

boarded up until the 2012 season starts.             

We are always looking for new players of all ages so if there is anyone interested 

in joining our progressive Club at our picturesque ground by the brook please get in 

touch with myself,  Roger Stone for Juniors on 842961 or John Mundy for more 

details.   This year we had Junior League Matches for Under 11, 12, 14 & 15 sides.   

There has been a full Sunday fixture list of matches from April 10th right through 

until October 2nd. There were Saturday League fixtures for both 1st& 2nd XI’s.     

Indoor nets for both Seniors & Juniors will be held from January 2012 – dates not yet 

fixed but please get in touch with Roger for advance details.             

Our Annual Dinner & Presentation Evening will have been held at The Wharf on 

Friday 18th November & our AGM on 28th November. Reports of both these events 

will be in the February issue of LINK.       

Have a look at our website www.bugbrooke.play-cricket.com for further 

information with results & scorecards for all our matches for 2011 as well as the past 4 

seasons.             

Peter White (President)  50 High Street,  Bugbrooke,  NN7 3PG  (830452  H. & B)       

p.g.white@btinternet.com  
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Taken from 

www.police.uk 

Jan 

2011 

Feb 

2011 

Mar 

2011 

Apr 

2011 

May 

2011 

June 

2011 

July 

2011 

Aug 

2011 

 

Sep 

2011 

Burglary 4 2 2 7 1 1 1 2 0 

Anti Social Behaviour 9 9 9 15 9 12 13 8 3 

Robbery 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Vehicle Crime 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 3 1 

Violent Crime 2 2 3 3 2 3 5 2 0 

Other Crime 5 6 6 7 6 4 11 6 2 

Total 20 19 20 32 19 20 30 21 6 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy and keep up-to-date with 

Bugbrooke Church Services, News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican 

parishes of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 

Sunday Services 

8:00am   BCP Communion 3rd and 5th Sundays in the Month 

9:45am   2nd and 4th Sundays in the month Holy Communion 

     1st Sunday in the month Morning Worship 

     3rd Sunday in the month Family Worship 

     5th Sunday in the month watch for details 

6:00pm   1st Sunday in the month ‘Sunday @ Six’  

     a service of Praise and Worship. 

Other Services 

Tuesdays during term time 2:30pm Tiny Tots Service in Church 

First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel 

     1:30pm  Holy Communion at Jubilee House 

     7:00pm  Holy Communion in the Lady Chapel 

Regular Events 

Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 

1st and 3rd Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 

Thursdays 9am to 11:15am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 

Rooms 

Alternative Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  

Thursdays 7:30pm S.M.A.S.H. (St. Michaels At Someone’s House)  

  Fellowship and Bible Study at 41 Pilgrims Lane.  

 

Christmas Celebrations 2011 

Thursday 8th December 7pm Tree of Light 

Saturday 10th December 7:30pm ‘Your Kingdom Come’ A Musical treat for all the family 

Sunday 11th December 4pm Christingle Service 

Sunday 18th December 7pm Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Eve 2:15pm Crib Service - 5:30pm Carols on the Green - 10pm Holy 

Communion 

Christmas Day 8am B.C.P. Communion at Rothersthorpe 

9:45am Christmas Communion for all 

New Years Day at All Saints’ Harpole 

8am B.C.P. Communion and 10:30am Holy Communion 

 

Please keep an eye out for other services and events. 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 

Ring 831621 for details and if you have any questions. 
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Answers to your Xmas Puzzles 

Page 2 

Spot the difference— Balloon missing, Girls hair colour, Bow in girl’s hair missing, 

Blond man has mouth change, Brown haired man has mouth change, Pattern missing 

from car, Extra star on car, Part of track missing. 

Dingbats—You’re under arrest.  Once upon a time, Rock around the clock. 

Archbishop, I’m in the middle of something. 

Harry Potter People—Dumbledore, Richard Harris; Draco Malfoy, Tom Felton; 

Hermoine Granger, Emma Watson; Hadrig, Robbie Coltraine; Harry Potter, Daniel 

Radcliffe;  Madame Zooch, Zoe Wanamaker. 

 

 

Page 3 

The message revealed— Merry Xmas from the LINK 

The Clint Eastwood film— A Fist full of 

Dollars 

Dingbats—Pleasant to see you.  Frilly 

underwear.  Teacup and saucer. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Page 55 

Carry On Actors—Jim Dale, Kenneth Williams, Hattie Jacques, Sid James, Kenneth 

Connor, Terry Scott, Bernard Bresslaw, 

Bernard Cribbins, Barbara Windsor,  Joan 

Simms 

 

Flags of the World—1 Turkey, 2 

Argentina, 3 Norway, 4 Portugal, 5 New 

Zealand, 6 Libya (pre revolution), 7 

United Kingdom, 8 Japan, 9 South Korea, 

10 Brazil, 11 Spain, 12 Holland. 

 

 
Sudoku 
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Memories Are Made of This! - Tony Moore 

This is my tribute (and I am certain many others) to Tony Moore who died on 9th 

October 2011. 

 Come with me on some of my memorable coach trips with Tony at the wheel 

and Di organising all of us. The beaches in Normandy which held memories for 

several older ones. Not forgetting the apple harvest with cider sampling and brie or 

camembert cheeses. The submarine pens at L’Orient. The chateau and white wine 

tasting along the Loire. Those trenches around Arras with a Canadian guide. One 

special trip through Belgium visiting canals around Waterloo with our teacher friend 

from Stoke Bruene. Then on to that lovely wine area Alsace. Not forgetting Burgundy 

and Dijon, on through the Dordogne – the old four poster bed at Souillac and 

Rocamadora. What about Germany along the Rhine and the Moselle. Oh, I’ve 

forgotten Holland at the Floread, the Dutch auction, clogs, canals at Amsterdam and 

those vast sea defences.  Back to France again with several trips to Paris, especially 

three times to the agricultural exhibitions in those enormous halls. Old soldiers never 

die.— Thank you Tony. 

George Staniland 

Diary 

December 

 

January 

5th 7.30pm Wi—Return of the Red Kite, Brian Sumpton RSPB SS 

8th 7.00pm Tree of Eternal Light Service Church 

11th 2.30pm U3A—Tea and Quiz CC 

14th 1.00pm Wednesday Club Xmas Party SS 

DOG CARE—As an alternative to the isolation and expense of kennels, why not 

place your cherished friend at a country cottage surrounded by open fields, where it 

will be cared for exactly to your wishes. 

Possibly the most competitive prices in the area. Contact David for info. 01604 830189/

mob 07983 775309. 

9th  7.30pm WI—History and the Art of the Monologue SS 
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   O R K    

 B U E  B K O  

 G      B  

B R   U   K B 

U   K  O   B 

G K   B   O E 

 B      R  

 O R B  O G E  

B   R K E    

Try this sudoku.  

Complete the grid so 

that every block of 9 

squares, every row and 

column has every 

letter of the word 

BUGBROOKE including 

the 2 B’s and O’s. 

Can you identify these  flags of the world 

Name  these  Carry On actors 

More Xmas puzzles  (answers on page 46) 
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Merry Christmas  

From the Committee of  

the  

Bugbrooke LINK 


