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Bugbrooke LINK Magazine 
(Issue 192), June 2015 

Chairman: Paul Cockcroft 
 

I had a most wonderful experience a couple of weeks ago – a 
balloon flight with my wife to celebrate her birthday. 
Sometimes you have to wait for ages for the right weather but 
we were lucky first time and arrived at Sywell aerodrome on a beautiful weekday 
evening with just the right flying conditions. 

 Part of the fun is helping the pilot to inflate the balloon with a fan and burners 
and having to climb in the tipped-over basket to act as ballast before take-off. The 
ascent was so smooth it’s amazing to realise how rapidly you are going up and no 
turning back at this stage as the direction of travel is totally wind dependent. 

I thought at one time we were heading for the National Lift Tower near Weedon 
Road but although we had great views of the town our route was along the northern 
edge of Northampton. A glass of chilled champagne at this point proved we were 
experiencing the high life. We flew over Moulton, Boughton, the golf course at 
Church Brampton, Harlestone Firs and Upper Harlestone before landing on a hillside 
in a dairy farm field at Nobottle. 

Folding and packing the balloon away was made more challenging because we 
had to dodge the cow pats – especially the wet ones – but thankfully the herd had 
already vacated the field. Following such a smooth flight the bumpy return ride to 
Sywell in the back of an old land rover was a bit of a come down but we all made it in 
one piece. 

By the way, the LINK committee was re-elected at our AGM and I am so 
grateful to such a wonderful team to volunteer to stick together and commit to 
keeping the magazine in good health. 

Our website can be found at www.bugbrookelink.co.uk, containing an 
impressively wide range of items and links to other organisations and websites, 
including all issues of LINK back to July 1983 as well as current and historical 
information that is not contained within the printed magazine. 

The deadline for articles and advert changes for the next issue is Monday 06 
July 2015, but earlier submissions are most welcome. Please note that the preferred 
way of us receiving copy is by email to editor@bugbrookelink.co.uk. 

Bugbrooke Parish Council 
The legal documents have finally been signed to enable part of the Millennium 
Green to be turned into a new graveyard in exchange for the Church Field becoming 
part of an extended Millennium Green. The Parish Council, in conjunction with the 
Parochial Church Council and Millennium Green Trustees, will now consider how the 
new green area, car park and extended churchyard will be managed and financed. 

Thanks on behalf of the community are due to those in all participating 
organizations for the foresight and determination to see this issue to a successful 
conclusion. Our appreciation is also extended to Mr Chay Adams for preparing and 
seeding the new graveyard area after it was left in a mess after the Archaeological 
dig. 

Front Page:   Our new Nature Notes contributor Pamela Cox took this picture of a 
kestrel.  See her article on page 15. 
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The council has taken advice from the environmental Health Department at 
South Northants Council with regard to dog fouling. This has led to the statement on 
behalf of the council that is presented in this edition of LINK. The council will 
consequently be backing an application for grant funding (made by Bugbrooke 
Community and Sports Association) to provide a new fence along the public footpath 
that will run across the Playing Fields from the end of Pilgrims Lane to Wards Lodge. 
When completed the fence will restrict dogs to the public footpath and notices will be 
posted to advise that dogs will not be allowed on playing areas of the field. 

Following the Bakers Arms being put up for sale the Parish Council has made an 
application to South Northants Council for the premises to be listed as a building 
which is an asset of community value. The Parish Clerk has also been asked to 
contact the Post Office to find out where negotiations have got to in relation to finding 
new premises in the village. We understand Nina’s Store has been deemed too small 
to accommodate a Post Office desk. 

With the kind assistance of the Women’s Institute (who will be celebrating their 
100th Anniversary) the Parish Council will be holding a Tea Party for residents 
recently moved into Bugbrooke on the Peace Hill, Johns Road and Pilgrims Lane 
sites. Anyone else who has moved into the village will also be welcome to attend. 
Organizations will be invited to send representatives to promote their work. The event 
will take place on Saturday July 25th at 2.00 pm at the Community Centre, and the 
Women’s Institute will be providing tea and cakes. 

By the time this edition is printed a new Parish Council will be elected for the next 
4 years. It is timely to thank all those who have given up their time during the past 4 
years to act on behalf of the community. It has been a busy time for the council with 
130 houses being granted planning consent by South Northants Council and our 
efforts through Section 106 agreements, to make sure that the village has been 
properly compensated for the extra residents we will be welcoming to our community. 
We have also achieved the acquisition of a new graveyard and an extension to the 
Millennium Green. This will be the next project for the new council to put its mind to. 
Thanks to all those who have put themselves forward to be on the next council and 
commiserations to the one unlucky person who will not be elected. 
John Curtis Chairman 

The Problem of Dog Fouling in the Village  
This is the topic no one wants to discuss but everyone does!  It is the number one 
complaint to Parish and District Councils and is an issue that will have affected almost 
everyone at some time. 

The vast majority of dog owners are only too well aware of their responsibilities 
regarding cleaning up after their dog and are really good about it – unfortunately there 
are a small number of owners who for one reason or another do not or will not do so. 

The problem is bad enough when walking on pavements or footpaths, but it 
becomes very much worse when dogs have been allowed to foul in children’s play 
areas, the Millennium Green or on the playing fields surrounding the Community 
Centre.  All too frequently, when sports games are being played, the pitches first have 
to be cleaned to remove dog faeces that have not been cleaned up by the owners, and 
sometimes the matches have had to be cancelled, because it is not considered safe to 
allow participants to play on pitches where significant fouling has taken place. 

 Dog fouling is an eyesore and can be a particular health hazard. Toxocara Canis 
is transmitted by dogs, and if faeces are left in situ, eggs that are present can develop 
and if a human then comes into contact with them it can cause sight loss.  Dog owners 
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have a legal duty to clean up every time their dog fouls in a public place. Offenders can 
be given a £75 Fixed Penalty Notice on the spot or can receive a fine of up to £4,000 if 
convicted in court. 

South Northants enforcement officers patrol regularly but they cannot be 
everywhere at all times which often makes catching offenders tricky.  Registered blind 
people and the disabled are not required to clean up after their guide dogs (although 
they very often do). 

We are very fortunate in Bugbrooke in that we are surrounded by open countryside 
and the village itself has pleasant green areas that are currently open for everyone to 
use.   The Parish Council has provided a number of dog waste bins around the village, 
or dog waste can be placed in your black wheelie bin. If you see anyone breaking the 
law, and you are able to identify the owner, please contact the Parish Clerk or contact 
SNC Environmental Services team on 01327 322326.   Residents should not tackle dog 
walkers directly. Instead, if they are aware of a repeat offender, they should provide the 
council with time and place. 

Parish Council Election Results 
May 2015  - 16 standing, 15 elected 
 
 

11 



13 12 



13 

Bernstein’s Theory!!! 
When my girls were growing up and it came to doing any decorating 
their Mum would take them off to her Mum and Dad’s for a few days, 
leaving me with free and uninterrupted time to decorate.  On one 
occasion a couple we had met at our Church Fellowship invited me for 
a meal after finishing work and before picking up a paint brush.  As I 
sat at the table Peter (not his real name) asked me what I did for a 
living.  I then explained to Janet (not her real name) and Peter that I 
was a toolmaker at a local Aerospace Factory making aircraft parts for both commercial 
and military aeroplanes. I added flippantly ‘that is why I always go by boat!’ 

The interest they showed seemed quite genuine and I carried on explaining how I 
made precision components, often working to less than a thousandth of an inch.  For 
those reading this who only work in millimetres and metres, the tolerances I often 
worked to were less than half the thickness of the average human hair. 

The conversation developed quite nicely with my returning the compliment and 
asking about their jobs and background.  As the meal was being plated up Peter asked 
me about what prospects my job held for the future.  I shuffled on the chair and with a 
grin on my face told Peter and Janet that I was being interviewed the very next day for a 
foreman’s job: more money, more responsibility and one small step up the career ladder.  
Peter then asked about the interview process itself.  After admitting some ignorance, I 
confirmed I had been asked to give a three minute presentation on a subject of my own 
choosing.  This led to the obvious question from Peter, ‘Have you decided what your 
subject will be?’  ‘Yes’ I said, ‘I’ve chosen the subject, “Bernstein’s Theory of Linguistic 
Development and the difference between Restricted and Elaborated Codes of 
Communication”’. 

At this point Peter, with two plates of food in his hands, stopped in the middle of the 
doorway and declared ‘How on earth do you know about Bernstein, you only work in a 
factory!’ 

Initially I responded with amusement ‘I can also add up without using a calculator 
and even clean my own teeth!’ However, the rest of our time together was a little less 
cordial than when we started as my initial light response turned to indignation and at one 
point restrained anger at the level of assessment and judgement levelled at me from a 
small knowledge base: ‘I worked on the clock in a factory!’ 

How often do we judge people from a small information base, the length of their 
hair, the way they talk, the way they dress, where they lived or live, what school they 
went to, the tattoos and the multi piercing on the body, their non-discretionary odour 
(sweat), their choice of diet, their life choices and if they come from a council house they 
must be CHAVS (Council House and Violent). I have not even mentioned the colour of 
the skin and the foreign accents! 

In the story from the New Testament (John Chapter 8) of the women caught in 
adultery, Jesus challenged those who condemned the women ‘Let any one of you who is 
without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.’... At this, those who heard began to go 
away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still 
standing there. ... 

Jesus, the only one in the story without sin, did not condemn and judge from a 
small knowledge base. He did not follow the crowd; he knew the heart of the woman and 
meeting her with all her faults he sent her on her way without judgement. 

Negative judgement often comes from a small knowledge base, let us be quicker to 
learn and understand than to judge and condemn. 

Grace and Peace. 
Stephen French, Rector of Bugbrooke, Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
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Unable or Reluctant to go to a Food Bank? 
Need emergency help with food for yourself or someone you know? 
Practical help available by ringing 831621or 07773407113 
discreet delivery with absolute confidentiality guaranteed. 
The Revd. Stephen R.J. French 

Upper Nene Villages U3A Group 
The U3A – the University of the Third Age – aims to stimulate educational and recreational 
activities among the retired or otherwise not fully-employed, from middle-age onwards, 
country-wide.  Your friendly local group meets at Bugbrooke Sports and Community 
Centre, usually on the third Monday of the month at 2.30pm and non-members are 
welcome as guests. 

There are also ‘Special Interest’ groups that meet regularly, including Classics for 
Pleasure, Genealogy, Intermediate German, Jigsaw Exchange, Literature, Luncheon 
Club, My Kind of Music, Play Reading and Scrabble. 
Future events: 
Monday 15 June at 2.30pm – ‘Northampton Guildhall’ by Kate Wills.  An illustrated talk 
about this historic local building by one of its Guides. 
Monday 20 July at 2.30pm – ‘The Noble Affair’ by Rebecca Probert.  The true story of a 
runaway wife, a bigamous Earl and a farmer’s daughter. 

Note that there will be no meeting in August. 
Enquiries to 01604-831627. 

Roger Colbourne 

Nature Notes 
March 2015—I think perhaps an introduction may be appropriate here. My name is 
Pamela Cox and we live just inside the boundary of Bugbrooke village.   I've been asked 
to write a few articles for the Link and hope that I can make them chatty and perhaps a 
little informative at the same time. We're on top of a hill and surrounded by fields (pasture 
and arable) and get an assortment of wildlife visiting.  I'm also a keen gardener and so a 
few gardening notes may slip in too.   

This Christmas I asked for yet another feeding station for the birds.  I realised I 
spend a fair amount of time in the study and needed something I could see at close-
quarters.  So it was placed right outside the window and I'm now aware we have birds 
visiting that had never before.  This is possibly because I upped the variety of foods for 
them and now have long tailed tits coming to the feeder regularly, also passing 
goldfinches.  Both visited the garden, but not on the feeding stations.  Goldfinches will 
appear, stay for about half an hour and then move on... maybe a charm of 25 birds 
visit.  Greenfinches are plentiful up here and we see siskins and yellow hammers too.  I'm 
pleased to see that the coal tits are finding suitable nesting places here and are daily 
visitors. It's not true that robins are territorial (well not here away!).  I've seen a good 
number at the meal worms at the same time.  What is important to them is that there is 
enough food and they have suitable nesting places.  We hung a teapot on a post last year 
and though they have shown interest... I'm not sure they're building, so that's a little 
disappointing.  Possibly too exposed... or perhaps we provide too many better, alternative 
nesting places in the piles of stone, bricks and ivy about the place.  A tidy garden doesn't 
encourage the wildlife. This week we were up in the eaves of the garages.  There's a 
small window in the gable end of the building.  My husband looked through the window 
and perched on the window sill, looking back at him, was a kestrel.  He had obviously 
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been looking for road kill.  We'd been unaware this must be a favourite perch.  He stayed 
long enough for us to go down into the house to get the camera.  Very obliging.   

The following day a pair of red legged partridges came into the garden looking for a 
suitable nesting spot.  It may sound strange, but we dread them selecting our garden 
(happens most years) because we've made it rabbit-proof and if rabbits can't get in, then 
neither can the young partridges get out until they can fly!   We have a retriever and so 
need I say more?   Last year they sensibly chose the front garden and the young were 
able to walk out through the open gate! We've also had a pair of daft ducks trying very 
hard to find a nesting spot on top of a stock wall under some ivy!  We are situated on a 
ridge with lakes to the front and back of us and so we get passing water birds attracted 
down by a small pond in the field next door.  They're such a worry!  They've spent 
several days here now, swimming around on this small pond and I really do hope they 
find a better place to nest because Mr Fox will surely find them!   

What a glorious morning this is.  After what has been the sunniest winter on record, 
we still appreciate the spring sunshine when it arrives.  It urges me out to get on with the 
jobs in the garden.  We've recently pruned the buddleias that are appreciated by the 
butterflies.  It's not just a case of growing buddleias to provide the nectar, we also need 
to provide places for the butterflies to lay their eggs.  This is our excuse to leave a few 
nettles in the wild garden at the bottom of the garden.  They will lay their eggs on the tips 
of the young nettles.  We know we've had success because we've seen the leaves curled 
up with the 'glue' they excrete and can see their eggs in there.  Although I do wonder at 
the wisdom of their location because the developing larvae and subsequent caterpillars 
then feed on the neighbouring plants which happen to be dangerously near the vegetable 
plot!    

As I write, the wild 'Wordsworth daffodils' (of 'I wondered lonely as a cloud' fame) 
have been wonderful this year.   Their correct name always evades me...  Narcissus 
pseudonarcissus (commonly known as wild daffodil or Lent lily) as it isn't as easy to 
remember!  Twenty years ago now we planted drifts of them through a silver birch copse 
and they have now (along with the primroses and violets) naturalised beautifully.  It 
gladdens my heart to see a primrose that has clearly self seeded in a place I would never 
have put it.  Nature does it so much better than we ever can. 

It's the simple things in life that please me most... like a family of deer walking past 
our kitchen window (7 are the most we've seen) or a male pheasant proudly strutting 
by.  I was delighted when my 3 year old granddaughter was equally taken with the 
“pigeon”.  I immediately educated her, getting out a bird book I said she could be a bird 
spotter today.  She then told me she would be a bird spotter when she was big.  I told her 
it's never too early to start. 

My project this spring has been to plant up an area that had previously been full of 
tall bearded iris.  We cleared the ground and are now trying to create a prairie area with 
wafty grasses and hardy perennials.  I'm hoping it will be easier to maintain than dealing 
with the iris every three years and there will be seed heads for the birds and nectar for 
the bees.  But like a true gardener, I couldn't throw them out and so the iris are 
languishing down in the vegetable area and could yet make a come-back some place 
else! 

By the time you read this in a month’s time it will be early summer, the herbaceous 
borders will have transformed from little stumps of dead looking plants to a blaze of 
colour... every year I marvel at what mother nature can do... a little miracle. 
Pamela Cox 01327 830139 
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Bugbrooke Community Primary School  
This term we were inspired as a school to ‘Be the Best We Can Be’ by a visit from an 
Olympic silver medallist, Gail Emms.  Gail is a badminton player who started to play 
when she was just 4 years old.  It took her until she was 11 to beat her Mum (who she 
said was pretty good!) and she then became determined to be the best in the world.  
Seeing her Olympic jacket and hearing about being 
part of the Olympic Games reminded us of the 
excitement of the 2012 Olympics in London. 

Gail has inspired the children to believe in their 
dreams and plan how to achieve them. Their new 
Dream Books will be a record to help them with their 
plans.  We are all working to be the best we can and 
this is evident in some outstanding work and very 
positive attitudes to everything we do at Bugbrooke 
School.  Her explanations about how often you have to 
repeat something to become the very best and how 
you should never give up, made us all realise that it is 
the effort we put in that will enable us to succeed. 

As always our sporting successes 
are wonderful.  Since Easter we 
have won competitions  including 
cross country, football, netball and 
most recently we have got through 
to the Northamptonshire Summer 
Games for our archery – a new 
sport for Bugbrooke School. 
We will let you know how we get 
on against the whole county! 
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There is always something exciting happening at school, but rarely is it a visit from 
African animals to launch Key Stage 1’s topic “Wish You Were Here”. A collection of 
exotic animals came and the children were able to touch them and look very closely.  
As you can see from the photographs, the meercat was tame and very cute!  Most of 
the children would love a meercat, although it was very smelly! 

Our  children are now experts about many animals and can tell us fantastic facts. 
As we go into the summer term, we are looking forward to spending more time 

outside and enjoying our fabulous grounds. Bugbrooke really is a wonderful school to 
be in. 
Shelly Bramble 

Bugbrooke Beavers 
This term we have welcomed three new Beavers and are going to be working towards 
our gardening badge and the health and sport badge. We have made an excellent start 
towards these badges with the Beavers making grass head men, and planting 
sunflower seeds and a broad bean seed. I am looking forward to seeing the results. We 
have also played a healthy eating game and I was impressed with their knowledge 

about healthy eating. 
Last term all the 
Beavers successfully 
c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r 
disability awareness 
badges. 
Last week we had a 
joint meeting with Flore 
Beavers who came to 
visit us in Bugbrooke. 
New friendships were 
formed and as we were 
fortunate with the 
weather, we went 
outside to play games. 
A great evening was 
had by all and we are 
looking forward to 
joining in with more 

activities with Flore Beavers. 
 
Next week we will be having a 

joint meeting with the Cubs when we 
welcome Owls to Behold to our hut 
and talk to us about owls and 
hopefully be able to handle them. 

We are looking forward to the 
good weather continuing and have 
many outdoor activities planned for 
the next half term from a mini beast 
hunt to a visit to Daventry Country 
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Park and if the weather is warm enough water games. 
Beavers meet on a Thursday at 6-7pm and there is a waiting list, if you want to 

put your son or daughter on the waiting list please contact Sue Beckingham on 
07512765034. 

Bugbrooke and District Flower Society 
Our meetings take place every 4th Monday (except Bank Holidays) in Nether Heyford 
Village Hall at 7.45pm and usually take the form of a demonstration by area or national 
demonstrators who create several floral designs which are raffled at the end of the 
evening. At each meeting there are refreshments and plant and sales tables.  You do 
not need to be a flower arranger to enjoy watching the demonstrators but if you wish to 
learn the society holds practice workshops throughout the year. 
Visitors are always welcome at our meetings. 

Many members say they find it a really relaxing evening when they can forget the 
everyday cares and responsibilities.  Anyone who came to Janine Hall's 
demonstration would definitely have felt better on leaving than on arrival.  She was 
absolutely hilarious (her flowers weren't bad either!) On June 22nd Nigel Wyles 
presents "The Bizarre World of Clarice Cliff" There will also be a competition 
entitled "Clarice Cliff".  On July 27th we welcome back Lee Berrill, a well known local 
florist and demonstrator, with "Over the Rainbow". Along with visits to Highgrove and 
the Area Show at Alcester it promises to be a lovely summer of friendship and flowers. 
Jane Barker 

Bugbrooke WI 
On Saturday 25th July we will be celebrating 100 years of the Women's 
Institute, with tea and cakes at the Community Centre.  We would love 
as many people from the village to join us as possible and we will issue 
further details in due course. 

 So far this year we have had four very enjoyable meetings.  In 
January, Elisabeth Robinson amused us with a presentation of "Family Fortunes" 
which included audience participation.  February was our fun meeting where we had 
games and crafts to take part in.  On March 2nd Barbara Everest gave us some ideas 
for making and cooking pasta and for our April meeting Liam D'Arcy Brown talked to 
us about Chusan and the Opium Wars illustrating his talk with slides. 

 Still to come we have our Resolution meeting in May, when some members of 
Harpole WI will be joining us.  In June Neil McMahan will visit us and introduce us to 
the wildlife at Pitsford reservoir. 

 Our Book Club and Crafty Chatter meetings continue and this year we have 
started darts practice at the Community Centre and several of our Members attended 
a lunch at the "Red Lion" in Litchborough. 

 New members and visitors are always welcome.  For further information please 
contact Brenda on 831811 or Carole on 832421. 
Brenda Astell 

Bugbrooke and the Great War – April / May 1915 
Continuing our series looking at the events of one hundred years ago, we move on to 
April and May 1915. A number of local men enlisted around this time and joined the 
Royal Engineers as sappers (the RE equivalent of a private). Some of these had been 
employed on the railways before the war and amongst these were Percy George 
HOWARD and his brother Stephen HOWARD and brothers Andrew EALES and 
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(George) Frank EALES. Other men who had previously been farm workers also joined the 
Royal Engineers including Fred Lowe SAUNDERS, Oliver MEAD and Herbert William 
ROBINS. 

Harry EALES (not the same family as Andrew and Frank) was a Bricklayer before the 
war and also ended up as a sapper in the Royal Engineers, whilst Ernest William BARNES – 
a baker’s boy in 1911 – joined up on the 11th May and was soon at a field bakery in France. 

Ernest William BARNES enlisted on the 11th May 1915 and was sent to Aldershot for 
training before transferring to France in November. Some men had a lengthy time of training 
in the UK but some were quickly embarking for France. In May 1915 both Percy George 
HOWARD and Harry EALES embarked shortly after enlisting. 

With so many Bugbrooke men in the Royal Engineers it is perhaps not surprising that 
they occasionally met up. Around August 1916, Fred SAUNDERS, Herbert ROBINS, Oliver 
MEAD and Albert EALES were working on the Kantara to Romani railway in Egypt and met 
Philip CAMPION who recorded it in his diary [see Bugbrooke Link website]. 

James Frederick FLEMING had joined the Royal Engineers way back in 1899 and had 
served eight years before transferring to the reserves and finally released in 1911. In 1909 
he married Bugbrooke girl Ethel GARDNER and they had two daughters. Despite this he 
volunteered again on the 1st March 1915 and was quickly promoted to Lance Corporal, 2nd 
Corporal and then Corporal in the space of a few weeks. Sadly his wife died on the 22nd 
June at the age of 30. Further tragedy struck at the end of the year when James was killed 
in an accident whilst preparing explosives for an imminent raid. 
The 2nd Battle of Ypres 
Both sides tried to break the stalemate using scientific and technological advances. On 22 
April 1915, at the Second Battle of Ypres, the Germans (violating the Hague Convention) 
used chlorine gas for the first time on the Western Front. Several types of gas soon became 
widely used by both sides, and though it never proved a decisive, battle-winning weapon, 
poison gas became one of the most-feared and best-remembered horrors of the war. The 
battle was fought from 22 April – 25 May 1915 for control of the strategic Flemish town of 
Ypres in western Belgium, 
following the First Battle of Ypres 
the previous autumn. 

Bugbrooke born Private 
James BARNES of the 11th 
(Prince Albert's Own) Hussars 
had fought in the Battles of the 
Marne, The Aisne, La Basee and 
Neuve Chapelle before Ypres. 
He was remembered and well 
thought of back in Bugbrooke 
and had written so many letters 
back to the village from the front. 
It was at Ypres that he was killed 
in action on the 24th May aged 
around 30. His death was 
recorded in the School Log Book 
and he is commemorated on 
Panel 5 of the Menin Gate in 
Ypres. 

Back in Bugbrooke a measles epidemic resulted in the school being closed on 21st 
April 1915 until 31st May. 

The Menin Gate Memorial in Ypres 
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The Battle of Aubers Ridge – 9 May 1915 
Aubers Ridge, in north eastern France, was actually quite low, but it had a good view over 
the surrounding flat countryside and was therefore of tactical importance to the German 
forces that occupied it.  It is also of local historical significance because the two pre-war 
regular battalions of our county regiment were deeply involved in the failed attempt to 
capture it. 

The Ridge was an objective in the Ypres salient during a renewed British offensive.  
The Ridge was to be taken in a pincer movement, with four Divisions to the south and three 
to the north.  This was one action in what was to be called the Second Battle of Artois, itself 
within the protracted Second Battle of Ypres. 

Heavy artillery bombardment of the German positions began at 5.00am on 9 May, 
followed by the assaulting troops going ‘over the top’ from 5.30am.  In 1 Division to the 
south, 2 Brigade was leading the attack on its section of the Ridge, with 1st Battalion, the 
Northamptonshire Regiment (about 890 strong), in the forefront.  At the same time, to the 
north, in 8 Division, 24 Brigade was similarly leading the attack, with 2nd Battalion, the 
Northamptonshire Regiment (at 887 all ranks), in front. 

Although both battalions did actually get a few men into the German trenches, the 
losses were such that the advance was halted at 6.00am.  The situation in the south 
became so bad during the day that 1 Division was relieved at 5.00pm.  In the north the few 
British troops on the Ridge returned to the original British lines during the evening and 
overnight.  The attack on Aubers Ridge was abandoned soon after midday on 10 May. 

Losses were high in both Northampton battalions, generally from the enemy’s 
concentrated machine-gun fire.  The 1st Battalion suffered 560 casualties, including the 
loss of 17 officers, (the highest battalion loss in the Division, which lost 3,968 men 
altogether, including 160 officers).  The 2nd Battalion suffered 426 casualties, including 12 
officers (from a divisional loss of 4,682, including 192 officers).  It reportedly took three 
days to clear all the wounded. 

Three Bugbrooke men were involved, with one a fatal casualty.  Privates Mark 
CLARKE, with the 1st Battalion, and Charles Abner KING, with the 2nd Battalion, would 
both have taken part in this battle.  Herbert Edmund FARMER, a Private in the 2nd 
Battalion, received a bullet wound and was evacuated to England, eventually succumbing 
to the effects of his wound on 29 May in Hospital at Cambridge.  His family had moved to 
Weedon by this time and they arranged his burial there, with his name later included on the 
local war memorial. 

Private Fred WOODING and Sergeant Eric William POOLE had both been wounded 
earlier while serving with the 1st Battalion, in October 1914 and March 1915 respectively, 
and had not returned to France. 

The Battle was a disaster, with no ground taken despite the sacrifices made.  The 
offensive was revived from 15 May in what became the unsuccessful Battle of Festubert, 
without involvement of either regular Northampton battalion. 
Gallipoli 
Many of soldiers fought in the bloody trenches in France and Belgium but others went 
further afield to Turkey, the Balkans, Egypt and Mesopotamia (modern day Iraq), India, 
Africa  and later on even further away. 

Because of the deadlock in the trenches of France and Belgium, a plan was made to 
try to take advantage of the perceived weakness of the Ottoman Empire in Turkey (on the 
side of Germany and the Austria-Hungarian Empire) and force a way from the 
Mediterranean, through the Dardanelles and the Black Sea to Russia (on the side of UK 
and France). It was thought that this would divert some of the German troops and relieve 
the pressure on the Western Front. 

The plan started with a naval attack on the Turkish shore defences in the middle of 
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February 1915. After initial successes things started to go horribly wrong. The Turkish 
strength and determination had been underestimated and mines and torpedoes caused 
heavy losses and damage to the allied vessels. The original intension of forcing through 
with the ships as far as Constantinople (now Istanbul) was abandoned and in April troops 
began to be landed to fight to take the peninsular. The battle for Gallipoli is often associated 
with the ANZAC (Australian and New Zealand Army Corps) but they only made up a small 
part of the army consisting of British, Indian, Gurkha, French African and others. 

Amongst the Bugbrooke men at Gallipoli were Edwin BARR, Wallace NIGHTINGALE 
and Philip CAMPION. Philip had quite a journey to get to Gallipoli. After a lengthy period of 
cavalry training, he travelled from Norwich to Avonmouth docks near to Bristol. Philip was 
assigned to the liner “Wayfarer” along with the horses and they proceeded out into the 
Severn Estuary. Heading for the Bay of Biscay the ship was torpedoed. Fortunately other 
ships were close by and he and many other men were rescued and returned to England. 
Shortly afterwards he departed on another ship, the “Lake Manitoba” from Devonport. This 
time they sailed without incident across the Bay of Biscay, past Gibraltar, Malta and finally 
to port in Alexandria, Egypt. It was about this time that the “Lusitania” was sunk by a 
German U-boat. From Egypt he travelled across to Turkey and the landings at Gallipoli. His 
memories of the war can be found on the Bugbrooke LINK website http://
www.bugbrookelink.co.uk . 

From the disasters of the naval engagement things continued to get worse and the 
Turks, helped by the difficult terrain, proved to be a formidable force. The objectives of the 
battle were never achieved and by the end of the year the allied forces left Gallipoli. The 
evacuation was the one thing that went successfully. The futile campaign had resulted in 
the deaths of 25,000 British, 10,000 French, 7,300 Australians, 2,400 New Zealanders and 
1,700 Indians. 
David Marshall for the 100 Years Project 

Bugbrooke Bowls Club 
Bugbrooke Bowls Club is a small friendly club offering an excellent bowling green with a 
fixture list of weekend matches, midweek league and club competitions. 

Bowls is a sport for all ages and is a great way to have fun, socialise and get a bit of 
exercise. Why not have a go, we have spare bowls and will be pleased to provide tuition at 
no cost at a time to suit you. Please contact Geoff Hayter on 01604 831130 or Robin Frost 
on 01604 831567. 

Bugbrooke History Group 
The meeting on 8th April was well attended. Kate Wills gave an informative and entertaining 
talk about the road from Northampton to Kingsthorpe. Her audience knew the road well. 
Some people had lived in Kingsthorpe and so had a special interest in the history of the 
route. Kate spoke about George de Wilde who was editor of the Chronicle and Echo and 
wrote travel pieces for the paper. Some articles were based on local walks and in this one 
he writes about ‘a delightfully pleasant and picturesque road’. That road is Semilong Road. I 
wonder who can recognise it by its description. Of course the surroundings have changed 
considerably since the 18th and 19th Centuries. Kate told us about the medical doctors who 
had their residences in Sheep Street - the Harley Street of Northampton. There were also 
many important people who lived in Barrack Road. The goings on in Regent Square, the 
Racecourse, the building of the Cathedral (its first design was far superior), Thorpe Park 
with its wonderful collection of trees, donated to the people of Northampton, the nudist 
colony – always a centre of attention, and finally ending at Kingsthorpe Mill. It was a 
fascinating journey and talk. 

The AGM was also on 8th April and John Curtis resigned from the position of 
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Chairman after 20 years. We thanked John for those years of service. It was John who 
brought people together to write the first History of Bugbrooke which was written in time 
to be sold in the Millennium year of 2000. Since then he has played a central role in 
writing and editing the photographic books which the History Group has produced. We 
hope that he will not abandon us but continue to play an active part in the production of 
the next book. 

The  archeological ‘dig’ on the Millennium Green has produced a number of 
artefacts which will be returned to us from Warwick Museum. We are looking for 
volunteers to wash and clean up the shards etc and help to set up an exhibition. 

We are also looking for volunteers to research the men with names on the 2nd 
World War Memorial in the Church so that their lives can be remembered in the same 
way that the 1st World War victims are being commemorated in the Church and in the 
Link. 

The meeting we had when people talked about their relatives in the 1st WW was 
such a success, we have decided to offer the same opportunity for people to speak 
about the 2nd WW and the part their relative, father, grandfather, uncle, grandmother, 
mother or aunt played in it. Any mementos (postcards, journals etc) which we can look 
at and talk about please bring to the September meeting. Each speaker will be limited 
to 10 mins. Please let us know if you would like to take part. 

Our next meeting is June 10th when Steve Parish will talk about Richard lll. I am 
sure that as usual he will dress the part, and give a lively performance. (I don’t think it 
will be Shakespearean) 
Contact     Pat or Alan Kent on 01604830518 

Did you know? 
Before the brook was widened and deepened in 1970 children used to use it as a play 
area. They could dam it with turf pulled from the bank and even get it deep enough for a 
quick swim. Another sport was ‘proggering’. This entailed getting a long stick (like a 
pole vault) from a tree and running like mad, planting the pole in the brook, and vaulting 
from bank to bank. It was a wet end if you failed to get up enough speed. 
John Curtis 

Friends of St Michael and All Angels Church 
The date for our Fish & Chip Supper/Quiz this year is Friday 3rd July; and we expect 
that it will be a most enjoyable event. It will take place at the Community Centre, with a 
starting time of 7.15 for 7.30pm. Tickets will be £10.00 a person, which includes both 
the supper and entry to the quiz. The quiz will be based on teams of four.  Tickets are 
available from Irene Neary, 17 The Paddocks (tel 830678) or from me and Brenda, 16a 
High Street (tel 830933). Please note that tickets must be requested by Monday 29th 
June, since we need to order the fish and chips (with a choice of chicken or roe and 
chips for those who prefer). We held our AGM on 15th April. Many thanks to Stephen 
French for letting us use the Rectory for this after a last minute problem with access to 
the Sunday School. I would also like to record a big thank you to Trevor Browne, who 
has stood down from the committee after 12 years. His contribution to the work of the 
Friends is greatly appreciated. 
Jim Inch, Chairman 
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Crime Statistics –  
Update from PCSO Jen Harrison, Heyfords and Bugbrooke Wards 

February— Theft from building site, St Johns Road, Bugbrooke, between 4.30pm 
on 5th Feb, and 06.00am on the 6th Feb. Burglary Dwelling, Heyford Lane, Weedon, 
between 4.50pm and 5.10pm on 23rd Feb. Person seen running out of the property, 
no items stolen. 
Latest Scams 
Rugby World Cup 2015 – Avoid Bogus Ticket Websites/Sellers. Purchase tickets from 
an official source and avoid losing your money. England Rugby 2015 Limited, 
(“ER2015”) is the organizing committee of Rugby World Cup 2015 due to take place in 
England and Cardiff from September 2015 until October 2015. Rugby World Cup 
Limited, (“RWCL”), is the Tournament owner of Rugby World Cup 2015. RWCL/
ER2015 wants to ensure that the public is not misled, by unauthorized ticket sellers 
into believing that they have purchased genuine Rugby World Cup 2015 tickets. 
Tickets for the general public may be only be purchased from ER2015 via the official 
website at https://tickets.rugbyworldcup.com 

Selling Your Car — If you are selling your car via a classified advertisement or 
auction site, be aware of the following fraud scam: 

Fraudsters may contact you through your advert, normally by text message and 
provide you with a link to a fraudulent website. The website may look professional and 
similar to the “original” website on which you advertised. It will explain that there is a 
‘potential purchaser’ for your car. It will ask you to pay a small “arrangement” fee to 
ensure the purchase takes place by using an e-money method; which could be via 
UKASH or PAYSAFE vouchers, for example. It will instruct you to purchase the 
vouchers and may even provide you with a link to a list of the shops in your area that 
sell them. You are then asked to input the unique codes from the e-money product 
that you have just purchased. Once inputted your money is gone! 

However urgently you wish to sell your car, do not be misled because of a need 
to sell it! 

Do not pay an advanced fee for the sale of your vehicle 
Meet face to face for an agreed sale and only accept cash 

Security Systems 
Northamptonshire County Council’s Trading Standards Service has been contacted 
by consumers who have received unsolicited telephone calls from companies offering 
to install security systems.  Initial contact is made by telephone cold-calling residents 
to arrange an appointment; however although the security system may be free or 
available at a nominal cost, the ongoing maintenance costs are high and there may be 
a cancellation fee. In addition, the business may say that they are working with the 
Police, or make claims that owners of their alarms will receive an instant response 
should the alarm be activated, when this may not be the case.  

Trading Standards advise that consumers should not purchase security systems, 
or any other goods or services from businesses that are cold-calling either on the 
telephone or at the door. 

https://tickets.rugbyworldcup.com
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The Buy with Confidence scheme is a Trading Standards trader approval scheme 
where all members have been stringently vetted to check for legal compliance. The 
scheme has members from all trade sectors. Details of members can be found by 
visiting: 
www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/approvedtraders or telephone 0300 126 1000 or email  
bwc@northamptonshire.gov.uk 

In addition, any consumers who are concerned about a caller at their door or 
suspect that distraction burglars or rogue traders are operating in their area should call 
the dedicated Doorstep crime Action Network (DAN) on: 0345 23 07 702. 

Consumers should remember that “If you’re not sure, don’t open the door”.  
National Savings and Investments. Fraudsters have set up a bogus website claiming to 
be the official site of National Savings & Investments (NS&I) and are contacting 
members of the public, cold calling them and offering them the chance to invest in 65+ 
Bonds, (also known as Pensioner Bonds). Members of the public searching for the 
official website (on search engines), may be directed to the fake one, which then asks 
them to supply contact information. Victims then receive a follow up email and/or 
phone call from the fraudsters who are requesting evidence of identity documents and 
bank account details either over the phone or by sending the victims fake forms to fill 
out. A common name that appears on the emails is ‘Kevin Archer’. 

NB:  -   Do not pass personal or banking information to companies that cold call 
you 

The only domain name, (website address) that is legitimate is www.nsandi.com  
National Savings and Investments, (NS&I), do not make sales calls to potential 

customers, (cold calls), so do not enter into discussion with cold callers claiming to be 
NS&I. 

The National Fraud Intelligence Bureau is committed to tackling all types of fraud 
and the Cyber Prevention and Disruption Team aims to do this by disrupting and taking 
down fake and fraudulent websites. 

Apple iTunes. Action Fraud and the National Fraud Intelligence Bureau, (NFIB), 
have been made aware that there are currently a number of emails being sent out that 
appear to be coming from Apple iTunes detailing a recent purchase. The email states 
that if customers did not purchase the item they should click on the link provided to 
obtain a refund. Once redirected to a web page they are asked to fill out their card and 
other personal details. This is a spam email with links to a malicious web page that is 
being used to harvest personal details, possibly in order to access victim’s bank 
accounts. 

Protect yourself 
Double check where the email has come from before clicking on the link 
Check your iTunes account for recent activity 
Consider contacting iTunes separately to double check your account activity 
Remember iTunes will not request your personal details via email or through 

attached links 
If you have filled in one of the forms, do not use online banking until you have had 

your computer checked out by an expert. Also consider contacting your bank to make 
them aware of the situation – money held in your account may be at risk. 

If you have been a victim of fraud or suspect a company of fraud please contact 
Action Fraud on 0300 123 2040 or via the online reporting tool at 
www.actionfraud.police.uk  
National Road Traffic Census 2015 

NRTC Surveys in our area: 

http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/approvedtraders
mailto:bwc@northamptonshire.gov.uk
http://www.nsandi.com
http://www.actionfraud.police.uk
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Thu - 4/06/15 - A5123 Towards MI junction 15a ( Major road ) Staff 4 Vehicles 4 - 
Location still to be assessed 

Fri - 12/06/15 - Daventry Road - Norton (Residential Area) Staff 2 Vehicles 1 or 2 
- Parked on street next to Village Hall 

Thu - 15/06/15 - M1 from Whilton Lock Bridge - Staff 6 Vehicles 6 Staff standing 
on bridge. Car parked nearby. 

Tues - 23/07/15. Greenway - Braunston (Residential Area) Staff 2 Vehicles 2 
Parking on street 

 Each survey is from 07.00am to 19.00pm.  

Bugbrooke Art Group 
We held our annual exhibition at the Community Centre on the weekend 9th-10th May. 
We had just over one hundred pictures on display, plus a “bargain basement” selection 
of loose pictures and a large number of handmade cards. The number of visitors over 
the two days was 139. We were pleased with the number of picture sales this year: 24 
pictures were sold plus 204 cards. The homemade cakes were also popular and 
refreshment sales brought in £75.50. 

As in other recent years we had a little competition. This time we each did a 
picture representing a musical and visitors were invited to guess which they were. 
Several people managed to get 9 out of 10 right; but only two people got all the correct 
answers. So congratulations to them; they each win a bottle of wine. The correct 
answers were: 

Alan     -      Singing in the Rain (everyone got this one) 
Barbara –  Phantom of the Opera 
Dave  -        Grease 
Elizabeth -  Hair 
Jean  -         The Umbrellas of Cherbourg (or Les Parapluies de Cherbourg.) 
Jim -             Paint your Wagon 
Judith –       Cabaret 
Margaret – The Sound of Music 
Sue –            Barnham 
Terry –        Jersey Boys 
Many thanks to all who came and supported us. We will be holding a smaller 

exhibition in the Church on the day of the Fete. 
Jim Inch 

Bugbrooke Church Village Fete 
This year the fete is on Saturday 11th July starting at 2pm. It will take place as usual 
on the church field next to the brook, and will be started by the arrival of the Rose 
Queen, chosen from the Brownies, followed by her crowning in the arena. 

There will be the usual mix of games, entertainments, and stalls. There will be 
delicious food available from the W.I. cakes and teas and the barbeque.  

We are asking for donations of Bric-a-Brac, Books, Plants and Cakes. We are on 
the field setting up all morning so items may be brought straight to the field or left at 14 
The Paddocks during the week before the fete. It’s a great excuse for a de-cluttering 
session at home and somewhere to pass on unwanted gifts to a charitable cause. Our 
Bric-a-Brac stall is huge and very popular and always has lots of ‘as new’ quality items. 
While you are leaving your bric-a-brac at my house, if you can a donation of a can, 
bottle or jar for our tombola will also be much appreciated. 

Once again we will be undertaking Soft Toy re-homing. The ideal solution for all 
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those teddies you have outgrown and have no room for. Our teddy tombola will ensure 
all teddies and soft toys go to new loving homes. This has been a very popular stall 
during the last couple of years and a lovely sight to see children on the field on fete day 
carrying around their new teddies. We can foster teddies until fete day so please donate 
your teddies to 14 The Paddocks or call 07920422381 and they can be collected. 

Don’t forget to sponsor your duck for the duck race finale. Ducks are available to 
buy before the day. Thank you to all those people in the village who sell ducks for us 
and please help to make their task easy. 

Please do mark the date in your diary and come and support us and the willing 
stall holders who have helped us for so many years. The fete makes a real boost to our 
fundraising, which in turn helps Bugbrooke Church to support lots of different charities 
every year. 

You are sure to enjoy a traditional afternoon of fun and games in Bugbrooke on 
Saturday 11th July. 
Gillian  Stone 

Music Group 
For the past two years a small group of musicians have been meeting in Rothersthorpe 
twice a month on Wednesday afternoons.  At the moment this consists of a keyboard, 
drumkit, saxophone, rhythm guitar and fiddle.  The group wondered if there were any 
musicians in Bugbrooke who would like to join, particularly if they play an electric or 
acoustic bass (acoustic bass can be provided).  If there are any musicians who would 
like to play music with others but can only make evenings why not come along to Roade 
Commun i ty  Orches t ra  who  meet  on  Tuesdays  te rm t imes 
(www.roadecommunityorchestra.com).   Lastly if you would rather dance to music 
please contact The Occasional Few barn dance band.    If you require information on 
any of the above please do not hesitate to contact Maggie Scott on 01604 831311 
(maggiescott.fiddler@gmail.com).  

Bugbrooke Brownies 
 The Brownies have been busy doing lots of fun activities over the last term.  We 
dressed up in costumes from around the world to celebrate World Thinking Day, we had 
a trip to watch Paddington at the cinema (which was loved by the adults and girls in 
equal measure!) and we had an Easter themed evening making chocolate nests, having 
an Easter egg hunt and an Easter bonnet competition.  I must say, we were very 
impressed with all the effort that went into the bonnets and it was very hard to pick 
winners! 

 We are busy planning the term ahead, which will include a trip to Sainsburys to 
learn about Fairtrade and we will be doing lots of outdoor activities to make the most of 
the lighter evenings such as a village quiz, a family cook out and the girls doing their 
agility badge. 

We are also delighted to have received a charitable gift donation from Persimmon 
Homes of £1,000 which will be spent on much needed new equipment for the unit. 

 We are currently recruiting for new Brownies which are girls aged 7 - 10.  If you 
are interested, then please contact us as per the details below. 

 1st Bugbrooke Brownies meet on a Monday evening from 5.30-7pm in the Sunday 
School Rooms 

Contact - Toni Copp 07817 415683 
 2nd Bugbrooke Brownies meet on a Tuesday evening from 6 - 7.30pm in the 

Sunday School Rooms 
Contact - Maria Claridge 07974 581685 

http://www.roadecommunityorchestra.com/
mailto:maggiescott.fiddler@gmail.com
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In Memory of George Staniland 
A few thoughts on a great friend who sadly passed away recently. 
George was a great lover of the social life. He was involved in 
many activities in the village. He enjoyed the wine tastings held in 
aid of the church and the OAPs. Also, with a group of friends, he 
enjoyed the travel parties over a number of years, which were 
usually lively affairs. He was a member of the Royal British Legion 
and for several years read out the names of the fallen at the 
Remembrance service. George was very much into touring with 
his caravan and each May he would be away for 6 weeks with his 
wife Clarice on the continent. This involved calling up the 
neighbours to move the caravan from the back garden to the front, 
with much huffing and puffing. This was duly carried out only to be 
carried out in reverse 6 weeks later.  
God bless you George. You will be greatly missed. 
Keep the BBQ going! 
Don Prime 
George was a regular contributor to the LINK. He died in the early hours of Monday 11th 
May. 
 

Bugbrooke Cricket Club 
The latest updates to the pavilion are complete thanks to the work of Roger Morehen, 
with the new folding doors from the lounge proving a great benefit. The upgraded bar 
with its new shutters and glasswasher is doing good service, and is this year selling ice 
cream in addition to drinks.  

The ground staff team of Brian Curtis, Mike Adams and Winston Wincott have got 
the field in great condition.  Bob Riches is now maintaining the mowers and has his work 
cut out with some aging equipment. 

The cricketers old and new are looking forward to the new season, which will be 
well under way by the time you read this issue of LINK. This year in addition to the 2 

Saturday league teams, the 
Club are running a Sunday 
team, Under 15s and Under 
11s junior teams. Graham 
Derby has taken charge of 
the cricket and he has had 
several requests to run an 
additional under 13s team 
again.  So if you are in this 
age group and are interested 
let him know on 830033, and 
he will try and arrange some 
fixtures. 
Social activities have always 
proved popular, and this year 
the Club will be holding a 
regular social evening on the 
last Friday of each month.  
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There will either be a barbeque or just an opportunity of a drink with friends.  This will 
be open to all members and their guests including our long list of Vice Presidents.  If 
you don’t play cricket and want to just join for the social side, just pop in to the pavilion 
at a weekend and Tony behind the bar will take your details.  There will also be a 
repeat of last year’s Fish and Chip Beetle Drive evening, which proved a great 
success. 

Why not enjoy an ice cream in the pleasant surrounds of the cricket field any 
weekend afternoon in the summer, while enjoying the cricket. 
Geoff Cooke 

Village Profile :   
Jane Causebrook – Retired teacher, leader of Bugbrooke 
Rangers, County Commissioner of Girl Guiding for 
Northamptonshire. 
Have you always lived in Bugbrooke? 
I have lived here for 36 years. I was born in Leamington Spa 
and went to school there, then to Westminster Teacher 
Training College in Oxford for 3 years training to teach P.E. 
and Geography. I joined the staff at Campion in 1976 for my 
first job. 12 young teachers started at the same time. The 
school had a lovely family atmosphere. Derek Roberts 
(headmaster) loved having couples there and there I met 
my husband, Charlie. 
 What do you like best about Bugbrooke? 
Community spirit. So much going on. I played hockey for 25 years – MHC, we were part 
of the Playing Field Association. My children have happy memories of joining all the 
village activities. There are lots of willing volunteers in Bugbrooke. 
What do you dislike about Bugbrooke? 
Litter. The ditches up here (Camp Hill) are sometimes full of rubbish. 
  Do you have an ambition? 
To travel the world. In particular to visit Antarctica for the penguins, Hawaii and Venice. 
I would also like to volunteer in a developing country. 
 How would you like to be remembered? 
As a positive, enthusiastic person. 
 What are you most proud of? 
 My children, now adults and their life choices, and my Guiding career. 
Did you start in the Brownies? 
I was a Brownie and a Guide in Leamington. Then when I came to Bugbrooke I went to 
test the Brownies for their Gym Badge. Immediately I got involved first as Tawny Owl 
and then was asked to start the 2nd Bugbrooke Pack back in 1977. I formed Rangers 
in 1989 and the Commissioner and advisor jobs came later.  5 years ago I became 
County Commissioner, which is a great honour. The Guiding Movement is an amazing 
organization. After 100 years we are still successful. We move with the times and 
provide basic life skills. We want to give girls a voice, to encourage them to be 
themselves, not to worry about make-up or size, to have confidence to speak out. It 
provides adults with fantastic opportunities too. You can travel the world, we have 
Guide centres in several countries, both in the developed and developing world. It’s 
lovely to work with youngsters and it keeps you up to date. There are a lot of smashing 
girls out there doing fantastic things for society. 
Do you enjoy sport/music? 
Love watching all sport. Not playing much now. Enjoy stewarding at the Saints. I think if 

38 



39 

you are involved in either you will always find friends. My Dad was an amazing 
musician, had his own band, but his skills seem to have eluded me. 
 Who do you admire most? 
  My Mum. She is positive and practical, now 94 and still living independently. 
 If you could start again would you choose a different career? 
No I always wanted to teach and loved it. But I do feel for today’s teachers. There is 
so much bureaucracy and unnecessary pressure. If you can make children happy 
and feel valued at school they will learn. 
 Have you any advice for younger people? 
Make the most of every opportunity. Don’t be frightened to take things on. 
 Any special challenges that have given you pleasure? 
I am an adrenaline junky. I abseiled down the lift tower on a very windy day. Views 
from the top were amazing but the rope was very heavy and lifting it was physically 
challenging. 
I worked on the International Centenary Camp for 3000 Guides in Leeds. I organized 
about 800 adults. It was hard work but I met so many lovely people. As a result  40 
Malaysians are coming to County Camp this summer. Guiding is an incredible world. 
 What in life is most important to you? 
Family and friends and good health. 
Interviewed by Pat Kent 

The Wednesday Club 
Hello Everyone, 

Writing this on May 1st with the sun shining and a cold wind. Is this really 
spring? 

March 11th. Doris Thompson treated us to sherry today, recently having a very 
‘special big birthday’. Also a Birthday Cake was cut which we all shared with the 
afternoon tea, provided by Doris. Norma Knight guessed the amount in the money 
jar nearest to total of £10.98 which was sent to her chosen charity being D.A.C.T. 

We sadly heard of deaths of two members, Audrey King and Edith Course. Our 
thoughts go to their daughters at this sad time. 

April 8th. Our Easter Lunch. Tables decorated with Easter theme. Ann Shaw’s 
homemade shepherds pie and veg, followed by Jean Marshall’s traybake of orange 
and fruit with cream or custard. Good home cooks. We are very lucky to have such a 
team who do so much for us all. 

Thank you on behalf of members. 
We would welcome some new members to come and enjoy our events. 
 Ring Linda on 831219 or Ann on 700870 who will welcome your call. 

Mrs D.M.French 

Bugbrooke St Michaels FC 
A very successful season has just finished which has highlighted the very 
progressive youth policy that the club runs. The Under 18’s won the Northants 
Senior Youth League against some of the senior professional teams in Northants 
and Bedfordshire. The Under 16’s were Runners Up in their division of the Northants 
Youth Alliance, the Under 15’s were Champions and reached their Cup Final, the 
Under 14’s were Runners Up and reached their Cup Final, the Under 12’s were 7th 
and the Under 11’s were Runners Up. The teams from 8 – 10 years do not play in 
leagues, but they all had successful seasons. These results are great credit to the 
coaches and parents who have supported the players throughout the years. 
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At Senior level the first team came 10th in the United Counties League Division 
One, the Reserves were Champions and won the KO Cup for Reserve Division One 
and were Runners Up in the NFA Lower Junior Cup, succumbing by penalties to 
Northampton Spencer. The ‘A’ team finished 8th in the Northants Combination Reserve 
One league whilst the ‘B’ team were Champions and KO Cup Runners Up in league 
two. 

These results culminate in probably the best overall finish the club has had and is 
great credit to the coaches, managers and committee who have built up this success 
over a number of years. It has become striking in the last few seasons that Bugbrooke 
sides will invariably be playing the better quality of football when you go to watch them. 
This is throughout the club and emphasises the impact of a good coaching system from 
an early age. I would advise that they are always worth going to see. 
John Curtis 

Recollections of VE Day 1945 
 Written by Stan Clark on the 02-05-1995. Twenty years later it is very appropriate. 
 

At this moment in time everyone is talking about the end of the War in Europe, against 
Germany, for it has been 50 years this coming weekend the 08-05-1995 since the 
hostilities ceased.  

The newspapers are asking what people were doing and how they celebrated VE 
Day, along with their memories of the day.  

All I remember was that I could not get or make any sense of my elders, I know 
now that they were all very drunk and very happy that it was all over, apart from the 
ongoing hostilities with Japan.  

I can remember all us children being marched up to a large fire that was on the top 
of Bugbrooke Downs; on the top of this fire was an effigy of Adolf Hitler that was soon 
burnt when it was lit.  

I remember seeing several barrels of beer, under the circle of trees, for the folk to 
drink, I still have today one of the taps from the barrels.  

Some of the really nice memories were that we did not have to carry our gas 
masks about with us anymore, especially to school as I used to hate having gas mask 
practice, or having to sit and wear it right through a lesson, as the lenses would often all 
steam up with moisture if we had not rubbed it enough with a half of a potato, along with 
not being able to see a thing, the sweat would run down inside as well as out, and down 
our necks sometimes leaving tide marks where it had run.  

I was to be constantly in trouble over the thing, either through taking it off to clear 
the lenses without permission, or smashing or crushing the box that contained it, not 
counting the times when trying to play a tune on its nosepiece that stuck out like a 
duck’s beak.  

I was forever going home troubled over the thing, even as a child I was so glad the 
war was over, as it meant no more wearing of it.  

One day when worrying about it, father got me to listen to the radio to Sir Bernard 
Miles. He spoke about his gas mask that he was given while serving in the Home 
Guard. Whereby he had cut a hole in it so that he could smoke his pipe! The Officer in 
charge tried to tell him off for doing such a thing to his gas mask. Sir Bernard replied, 
that before the Germans could drop a gas bomb on him, they had got to find England, if 
and when they find England, they had got to find Ayno, the village he lived in, if and 
when they found Ayno they have to find his house, but ten to one he shall be in the 
Rose and Crown, so they would miss him anyway!.  
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I never did have to wear it after anyway.  
(On a note of caution both sides of the charcoal within the Gas Mask, it has an 

asbestos layer! to stop the charcoal from catching on fire, such from the heat from a bomb 
blast, it is well known now that it can give one asbestosis). 

Other nice things were, that it would be the first time in our lives we would see the 
street lights on in the village, lighting up everywhere during the dark winter nights, as well 
as light pouring from out of house windows, gone were the nights of Blackout and 
complete darkness.  

We could see all the lights coming from the train’s windows as they passed through 
Bugbrooke, that was another novelty.  

Not only were the street lights back on, they were going around and putting all the 
road signposts back up, that had been taken down in the war years, not as though being 
local that we needed them.  

We no longer had to worry, or listen for German Aeroplanes as in the past, for during 
the war years several were to come over in daylight, as we were to find out one day in 
1944 whilst out in the fields gleaning, as one was to shoot at us amongst other folk from 
the village that day, it had a go at men working on the railway, and shot at one of 
Heygate’s lorries travelling along the Heyford road.  

Late one evening during the war when the air over Bugbrooke was full of German 
Planes going back and forth to Bomb Coventry, Father took all of us in the family up 
Smiths Lane away from the village, we spent the night on and under a tarpaulin sheet 
draped over a barbed wire fence, although he had dug an Air Raid Shelter out, he did not 
trust it holding out, if they were to bomb the village, so he told me years later.  

The other thing that was exciting, we were to hear the Church Bells ringing again, for 
during the war years they were silent, and only to be rung if an Invasion was taking place 
to warn the Home Guard, and all the folk around to go to their stations or whatever. Bell 
practice resumed every Monday night as it did before the war years, one German prisoner 
used to say that he always knew when it was Monday, as they rung out wash day, he 
thought that it had some connection or ritual with wash day.  

We were to have a Street party up Camp Hill, with lots of sandwiches, jellies and 
custards and such likes, Brother Malcolm would not eat any jelly that was made in one of 
the baths that was normally used on bath nights, so I ate his share.  

The next party that was held up Camp Hill, was when Frank Curtis came back home 
from being a Prisoner of War in Germany, for all were invited at the time.  

We were to experience our first Guy Fawkes in our lives, on November the 5th 1945, 
with Bonfires, Rockets, Catherine-wheels, sparklers, Jumping jacks, Roman Candles, and 
Bangers, we stank for days from the smoke from the fires, it was such an exciting time in 
our lives.  

It seemed ages before our elders stopped celebrating, for before many months were 
out it was VJ Day, the end of the war in the Far East, All the Public Houses within the 
village did well out of these celebrations, every night, and especially weekends, they were 
jam packed full with lots of folk getting drunk, along with singing their heads off.  

After the war food stayed on Ration, along with Clothes, and Petrol, I remember 
mother going to London in a protest group in the early 1950s, over food rationing, it was 
soon after that things came off ration.  

From then on we were able have our first lots of sweets when we liked, if we had the 
money.  

We would have to wait until the Queen’s Coronation before we had another Street 
Party.  
Stanley Joseph Clark 
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Services and Events at 

St. Michael and All Angels Church Bugbrooke 
A weekly leaflet is available in Church. Please take a copy 

and keep up-to-date with Bugbrooke Church Services,  
News and Events. The leaflet also covers the Anglican parishes 

of Harpole, Kislingbury and Rothersthorpe. 
 

Sunday Services.  
Please note Service Changes 
8:00am  BCP Communion 2nd and 5th Sundays in the Month 
9:45am  1st Sunday in the month Holy Communion 
 2nd Sunday in the month Morning Praise 
 3rd Sunday in the month Morning Worship 
 4th Sunday in the Month Morning Prayer 
   5th Sunday in the month watch for details 
6:00pm  Last Sunday in the month ‘Sunday@Six’  
 a service of Praise and Worship. 
 Other Services 
Mondays during term time 2pm to 3:15pm ‘Mini Messy Church’ in Church 
First Wednesday in the month :- 9:30 am Holy Communion (BCP) in the Lady Chapel  
Third Wednesday in the Month 6:30pm Holy Communion in the Chancel 
Regular Events 
Mondays at 8pm Bell Ringers 
2nd and 4th Mondays 7:30pm Bible Study at 15 Lime Grove 
Thursdays 9am to 11am  Family Morning during term time in the Sunday School 
Rooms 
Alternate Wednesdays 2pm ‘The Wednesday Club’ in the Sunday School Rooms  
Thursdays 7:30pm Fellowship and Bible Study at 4, Smitherway. 
Dates for the Diary 
24th May 9:45am Service for All Ages for Pentecost Sunday 
11th July Village Fete on the ground next to the Car Park by St. Michael’s 
 

Home Communions by prior arrangement. 
Enquiries about Baptism ring 830373 Enquiries about marriage ring 831621 

For all other enquiries please ring either of the above numbers 
If no one answers please leave a message and we will return your call. 

 
Visit our Website :- 

bugbrookechurch.co.uk 
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Zumba 

Rebecca 

Manners 
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Diary 

Ch - St Michael & All Angels,  CC - Community Centre,  SS - Sunday School, 
VH - Village Hall,  NHVH - Nether Heyford Village Hall 

Family Announcements 
EDITH COURSE: We would like to thank everyone for their support, kind words , 
prayers and cards during Mum's recent illness and passing. We were honoured to see 
so many family and friends at her funeral, it was a wonderful tribute to Mum. Thank you 
for your generous donations.— Carol, Sandra and family 

 
 

 

 

June       

1 7.30p.m W.I. Wild Life at Pitsford CC 

10 7.30p.m

. 

History Group Richard III CC 

15 2.30p.m

. 

U3A  Northampton Guildhall CC 

22 7.45p.m

. 

Flower Club  Bizarre World of Clarice Cliff NHVH 

July       

3 7.15pm Friends of Church Fish and Chip Supper/ CC 

11 2 p.m. Church Village Fete Field by the 

brook 

20 2.30p.m U3A The Noble Affair CC 

25 2p.m. W.I. Tea & Cakes CC 

27 7.45p.m Flower Club  Over the Rainbow NHVH 

Grow your own vegetables right here in Bugbrooke! 
18ft x 45ft piece of ground (plus shed) could be just what you are after, all for the 

price of cutting the grass! 
 

Ring 07773 407 113 for full details 
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