Bugbrooke,
141th April, 1940.

.11 those who have not been Tortunate enough to visit
Bugbrooke recently will be (lad to knowthat Nature 1is
showing no signs of rationing. The bursting forth of
flowers, the hint of green in trees, hedges and grass 1is
becoming more real, and there is every sign that in @& week
or two the village will be loocking as peautiful as ever,
and what more can we say than that it still seems a sane
and peaceful oasis in &a world of strife. We hope it may
continue to be an inspiration and refleshment +o those Who
return for a few nours or days for & well earned rests

liprs. Hewitt has hed gnother letter from clif ford Gilkes.
He is well and cheerful, but at the time of writing he wWas
still looking forward to receiving his " ohr is tmas" parcel
from home. Hi also gave good NEWsS of Henry Duidab, Wii0
wished to be remembers to all at BuLbrooke. George
Wweprwick and Chris King have both been home.  They find

. pothing to complain ghout with regardto the food, and &are

making the best of things. Jack Lovell is home on seven
days' leave. t is strange to see nim "walking" about the
place. qe looks rather 1ike the sailor who had lost his
horses

Frank Cgrtis hasS been in contact with Jerrys put when
ne wrote he was resting down the line. Horace liarshall
has passed his third exam with flying colours, and Percy
vork is another to dafeat the whiles of the examinerss
Harwood Harrison Was here for a night.  He wishes the
village in which he is stationed was gs civilised &s
Bughrooke. He tried to persuade us that he had been
playing_foorhall. We hear that Tom Jeffs has resigned
from his position in the sergeant's liess, as his hours
of leave did not correspond with those of his friends. He
has moved nearer home, put not near enoughs

Raymond Lovell has not been mentioned pefore as having
joined the renks of Bugbrooke men serving in the Forces.
Ermest Harrison has been on leave, his car standing up to
the journey in a miraculous waye. Donald Lovell gets over
now and again to sec us, as also does Joe Abel. Reggile
Boswell is still on sick leave, but is getting mueh fitter.

A lieeting of the Gricket Club was held on April Lthe
It was decided to try and carry on again this seasol
This will mean that the few enthusiasts will have a hard
job keeping the ground in order, etcs Tt is hoped that



thelr efforts will be appreciated and’sapported. Now then
you youger lads; what spout 1t% There will D€ plenty of
room for you this year if you rally round.

Many people will remember Miss Nora Fleming, the
grand—daughter of lirs. George Gardnsl. . she will shortly
e going out to Africa to marry MIrs John Carrington, and
#ith him join the staff of the Baptist Iiissionary society
at Yakum, Relgian Congos On Sund&y, tigpeh 31st, a special
service of pParewcll Was held dt the Baptist Church, and @&
pfcsentution mede. We wish her cod-speed and all
happiness on this great adventures

A General Heeting will be held on Monday 15th at the
Day Schools called bY the Parish Council to consider ways
of providing comforts for our own men in the Force. At
e pecent Whist Drive over £5 was rajsed towards providing
s curtain between the Balfry and the Church. An interesting
snooker match was played on Dr. White's teble to ralse mone T
for the cricket Club. A team representing the village hed o
narrowty defeated the oricket Club by one frame. 1t was &8
most enpoyable evening. Two or three Bugbrooke men are
spending Wednesday svenings ot the Red T.1i0ms Kislingbury.
it the end of a few weeks it 1is hoped tnat they Will Prove
efficient additional Air Raid Wardens. :

We apologise that the promised palance sheet was not
forthcoming last week, but in case you think we have
inherited the tendencies of 3late Club Tpreasurers, here is
our statement: '

Expenscse £. s» Qo Receipts Ffrom SaleSe
5 editions at 5/ - each 1. 5e O Cw De de
GCarriage 1. O 2, Bt
pppRik L4 editions at 3/3 13 Q.
Profit 1. Balle

£3e _Dalle £3. balle

—r

% - - ___......-—--——"-"-
The balance of profit will be handed over to the Bugbrooke
comforts pund Committee to be used at their discretion.

For fear of peing sued for 1ibel we will not try to
give a true ~ccountf of how one of our mos?® prespected
inhabitants seemed to have been in active warfare. 1t is
enough to say that the tune wpwo Lovely Black Eyes' has been
sssociated with one of our places of rest and refreshment
during the past weeks

We wish Jack and Doris Pearson (née Townsend) every

nappiness oOn their marriage on April 11the



Bugbrooke,
o6th April, 19U0.

We always try to check the activities of Dame Rumour
and gossip unless Wwe are able to verify their accuracys
Hut now the book is on the other foot. The .>ditor
returning from Wgomewhere' in the South of England, after
< safe passage across the water,; although according to
Lord Haw Haw all British ghipping is paralysed, seeks
gossip and information tO put in the letter and finds none.
The only reply he can get in his quest is: "Bugbrooke has
been very quiet and peaceful while you were away," and he
is left wondering exactly how that is meant. Also a
suggestion that he should write an account of what he has
been doing hardly meets with his approvel. Therefore; it
is hoped that if this letter only seems a zd worth you will
get a much better one next time.

Albert Hewitt writes cheerfully from France: he is
enjoying “country 1ife" and sleeping in & barn. His
letter typifies the spirit of the Britisher to make the
vest of a bad job, and to hang on, which has seen us through
so many trials and tribulations in the past. Ernie Jeffs
is home on Seven days! leave; he 1ooks well and seems
cheerful. Harry Gilkes has been moved again, but
Fortunately still in England.

Others, unfortunately,. nhave left the home shores for
destinations yet unknown, and we look forward cagerly to
hearing where they arce The combination of Tom Jeffs,
Ernest Harrison and Bernard Botterill should be enough to
meke Hitler think, if he is capable of doing SO« We hope
he will now realise that we are in earnest, and run away

crying to his mother.

Walter Pecarson 1s still in the North, but has not
written for some time; Jeames Cunningham 18 expected home
on leave shortly, also Lpthur Ball whose family have become
permanent Bu_gbrooke_ait.iaens since the outbreak of .ar.



Apparently it would have upset the whole organisation of
the British Army if George Warwick had come home for his
sister's wedding; it was very disappointing that he could
not get here. Reggie Boswell, now we hope quite fit, has
returned to his regiment.

lore and more of our lads are coming under the
Registration Act. We hope that we shall be notified just
before their departure, in order to wish them God speed in
this letter. It is hard for them, and perhaps even more
nhard for their women folk, but good spirits and cheerfulness
are the best way of putting down the mad dog of Europe.
The Editor has recently passed the interview and medical
exam for a Ghaplaincy in the R.AJ ., but this will not
~ake effect for at least three or four months.

There is not much news from the home front:
gardening and grumbling about the budget seem to have
occupicd most people's time. A Whist Drive organised
by the W.I. in aid of St: Dunstan's was a great success.
The mecting to decide ways and means of providing comfortd
for our Bugbrooke mcn in the Scrvices appointed Mr.
Campion Treasurer and Mrss H: Gilkes Secretary of the
Fund. It was also decided to have a house to house
collection and a Whist Drive on April 30th in the Sunday
Schools. Thepre is also a possibility of a comic cricket
match being arranged later; 80 start getting into training
ladies with that bYody line bowling, Butt's Hill had
a vigit frém the Fire Brigadf, but little bad demage
was done; this time they even managed without the aid
of Mr. W, Gordons

WWe offer our best wishes to Barbara King and
lMadeline Warwick on their weddings.



Rughbrooke,
Lay 9th, 1940

Here we are agaln to reassure ell those away that
we have not evacuated Bugbrooke, and that Ifitler has
not yet paid us the compliment of a visit. . Your
village is Very much alive and doing its best to
support your efforts hy its work on the home front.

AS we g0 L0 press W have Jjust heard reports of
Hitler s invaslon of Belgium and Hollends What the
next month or Two will bring forth 1t i1s hard to
foretell, but good luck Bugbrooke people CVeryWnere.

There seems a good deal of news of our serving
men this week, poth from letters and commentse. Tom
Jeffs sent a wire home & day or two ago to say he had
landed back in England. He hopes 1o get leave s00n,
when we eagerly 100K roprward to hearing his description
of his cruise to the Morweglan Fiords. Donald Lovell
hopes to get L8 hours' leave for Whitsun; he has found
the opportunity for a game OF gricket alreadys

lorace karshall 18 following. up hi- examination
syccess by learning all @bout the gl othing departments
He has seen and heard things from supvivors of naval
warfarecs. Frank Curtis and Chris fcll are noping to
get leave shortly; we hope recent events will not s8top-
it for thenle Harry Gilkes has been homs Tor LG hourse
A Tifteen mile route march made nim think there were
worse jobs than Tarminge.

Albert Hewitt writes cheerfully from Yrance. He
gppears 5o be getting quite expert at doing hig own
washing. ;. number of our HELN will have more sympa thy
with the wife on a wet Monday when they get home.

Anyway we Know where we hope he will soon be hanging it
out to Gry. :

Bernord Botterill writes cheerfully also from Franccs
Apparently in its best moments the coutttry ond the lilac
and blossom arec sights worth geelngs arnest Harrison,
another of the France contingent, <avs much the samc.
only 2L hours after they moved from comfortable pbillets
to a camp under canvas they encountered o heavy storm.
Trying to geb 5000 men dry slecping guarters in & small
village was N0 €asy tasks He also saysk "only the
veterans of the last war know what I mean when L ey

there was MUD for threc Aays . T heve never seen
anything like g That must conjure up pictures for

the old sweatsS. :

Jemes Cunningham has also heen on 9 days' leave, and
Joe Abel has b en 1in Bugbrooke looking very fite. ¢lifford
cilkes has written again from the other side of the globes
He and [enry Dundas are in gooed health, and are en joying



all the summer sportis and games. Denis and Raymond
Lovell write from different parts of the British Isles.

If they develope Welsh and scottish accents 1t will be
interesting to hear them talking together when they meete
Reggie Boswell will be home for the weekend, to be
conscripted for life. We wish him and iAnnie Jeffs every
happiness in their married 1ife, in spite of the disturbing
times for its start.

Cchris King was hoping to get home for a few hours,
but, unfortunately, has not menaged it. srnie Jeffs
unfortunately has got to undergo en operation on his nose.
We are sorry to hear that Rill Campion, whom many will
remeniber in Bugbrooke, is seriously i1l with melaria.
Normaen Bottoms is .another man home on leavce Maurice
Colby hes injured somc fingers and orprived home with his
arm in & sling. Jack Lovell is often seen in Bugbrooke.
Lrmy business seems to coincide convenicntly with dinnertimec.

Over £17 has been colleceted alreedy for the comforts
fund. . Overy Bugbrooke man will shortly be recelving a
parcels It is hoped to kccp this fund moving with
different efforts from time to time.  Over £106 has been
collected towards the Hospitel Special sppeal. This will
be forwarded to the Hospiltal, but the fund will be kept
open, although no special offorts will be held in the
ncar future. - 2

The Cricket Club opens the season at 8t. John's 8chool,
Tiffield on oaturday. There will be @ Socials admission
6d., on Fridays ey 17th, at 8.0 Dalle in the Sunday School
for Sundcy School Funds. Wiss Lane collected nearly 500
eggs for the manfield Hospital, and & large nuntbe r have
also been sent to the General Hospiteal. _ -

\je very much regret to record the death of Nr. Arthur
White. He was o very good friend to many people in
Bugbrooke, besides all his work for his Church and other
good couses. e all remember with particular gratitude
his work for the Churchyard. Lfter & painful and trying
illness most courageously DOrne, he was 1laid to rest on a
glorious liay afternoon with the Churchyard which he had
cared for so well looking at its very bests We shall a1l
miss his friendship and example, but thenk God for his
life, while offering our deepest sympathy to Mrs. Wwhite and
his relatives. :

"Ellen Nye and Mrs. Cambray have both been visltors
to the Hospital, but they  are now both much better.
\Wle also regret to record the passing of lr. Love in
Northompton, who for meny years was 4 citizen of Bugbrooke.
- 2lease do not grumble at this letter being printed on bhoth
sides of the paper, but you may have heard that there is a
war on somewhere, cnd this is one form of ecgonomys

Best wishes to Florrie Adams and ll.Love on their
marriage on Saturday.



Bugbrooke,
24th May, 1940.

It is hard to sit down and write quietly VYarious items
of news, when events are moving so rapidly that before this
is in circulation the news may be out of date. But again
we come to put on record those events of general interest
which create an unbreakable link between Bugbrooke people
in all parts of the world, knowing that whether at home or
ebroad we stand united to see the present troublethrough.
Though perhaps at times hearts grow faint, anxieties
blacken, and perils are bravely faced, we remain calm and
confident in conditions which challenge and bring out the
very best in Britishers, of whom Bugbrooke people are such
a typical example. Fop we believe with the poet Browning:

tever turn th. back but march breast forward,

Never doubting clouds will break;

 Never dream,though right be worsted, wrong will triumph:
Hold we fall to rise, baffled to fight better,

Sleep to wake."

lirs. Harry Gilkes, the Secretary of the Comforts Fund,
has received several delightful letters from our lads who
have had their parcels. Those of course who are gbroad
have not yet had time to reply. We wish we could print
them all with their cheery good wishes and thanks, but rooim
will not allow. Anyway ladsnthis is a small thing we can
do for you, and we hope these parcels werc only the
beginning of many, though, as many expressed it, we hope the
need for many more will disappear.

We will quote one or two letters, the first of which 1s
particularly pleasing. Mr. Ball, whose wife and family
settled here at the beginning of the war, and whom we¢ have
got to know when he has been on leave, writes: "I cannot say
too much of how glad I am that you have taken my wife and
family, also myself, into your village life, but it is
greatly appreciated by us all." It is grand to think that
new friendships are made even in a time of war.: Harry
Gilkes and Donald Lovell express that longing that we all
feel for the day when we are all united again in our daily
lives and sports and social activities in Bugbrooke.

Letters have been received from Frank Curtis, Chris Pcll,
Albert Hewitt and Ernest Harrison all reporting that they are
safe and well, but for some time there has been no news of
Bernard Botterill. This is understandable in the present
circumstances, as obviously such thinge as field post offices



must, be rather disorganiseds We feel sure that any bad news

would travel quickly. Oon the whole few of our men have found
mach opportunity for writing letters lately, but from what we

know of them the Jerrics must realise that they are the people
who are receiving a packet.

Joe Abel, after going further away, is now again near homs.
Tom (Noddy) Jeffs has been home on leave; he received a hot
beptism of warfare in Norway. We were assured that in the

Northaimmpton Press he was described as "Nobby' Jeffs. Horace
Marshall say the Dutch ‘ueen when she went to inspect the
gsailors. igen" Langley, our 1atest reeruit, writes that he

settling down well-. We hear that Donald Tovell has let his
razor slip while shaving, SO that the next time we 86C him he
will be more like his old self to lock at. He has also been
swimming in our old gravel pit.

 William Buswell writes that 'he spent yhitsun in a state
of great activity, instead of his: hoped for leave in Bugbrooke-
Cnris 7ing has heen distinguishing himself at football: will
the Bugbrooke selectors please note. An intercsting visitor
to Bugbrooke is Qliwver Grubb (lir. & Mrs. J. Poole's son-in-law).
His recent cxperiencod would make any thriller scem as tame ase
white mice. - Bill Langley and Bi17 Robins will be joining up
very shortly now, while the Labour Zxchange will swarm with
Bugbrooke men on Saturday. .

There has been a ready response in Bugbrooke to join the

Parashooters as they have been called. somc people unkindly
suggest that farmers should doubly inamure their cattle.

A poorly attended meeting was addrgssed by the Banitary
Inspector on salvage in war time. He gave startlimg figures
to show how useful waste was, which sounds Irish. Anywoy we
appeal to everyone to save every scrop of clean paper, also
rags, bones and bottles for 5id Walker. He will collect thex
in the shape of the monthly refuse cart, if theg are put out
separately; but it is also hoped that a scheme will materidlise
whereby the sehool children will collect any of these things
as soon as aryong wishes to get them out of the way.

The7éri¢ket Club has lost to Ste John's school, Tiffield,
ond Harpple, and has beaten the Roadmender Roys' Clube The
few new wvolunteers have got the pitch ‘in good orders

- On Sunday, May 26th, at the reaquest of the King special
prayers will bg of fered at the usueal -services in the Church
and Chapel, and on Sunday, June ond, there .1s the Annual
United Hospital Service at 3.0 p.m. in: the Church. It is
noped that all our organisations will be woll representeds
although there is no parade this year round the villages






Bugbrooke.
5th- June, 1940 -

Once again we have to gpologise for any news that
may be out of date by the time this reaches its readers,
as movements are now so rapid. It secems hard to realise
g1l the intense noise and activity of war, with Bugbrooke
reveling in the most perfect June weather in memory and
looking at its very best, But there are getting very
few homes which are not continually reminded of the.
reality of the News Bulletine by the gbsence round 'the
table of some man who is away; and &0 we go aboub trying
our best to make the most of this fortnightly link.

Good news was received when it was learnt that Chris
Pell was safely home in England with his 335,000 comrades.
Ernie Jeffs is home for a few days' leave after his
operation; he looks none the worse for ite A field card
has. been received from Bernard Botterill reporting all
well:. that is & great relief to his parents and. friends.
We would like to hcar news of Albert Hewitt, Frank Curtis
ond Lrnest Harrison, but we must think that it is only
bad news which travels quicklye

Horace Marshall has been drafted to sea.. He was
able to wave end drop o letter as he rushed past in a
traine. William Buswell has been moved, unfortunately no
nearer home, and he has had no opportunity of getting any
leaves . Horace Higginbottom is in the same position;
too busy to get home. BE. s »i &

Oliver Bubb, having volunteered for his tradse,
leaves home ‘in about a week's time. Alfred Judge is
snother man who has recently joined the forces. Wie are
sorry to hear that Jack Haynes has been wounded in the
arm, but hec is back in a Hospital in the north.. Fred
Chapman reports all well, and that he is having a good
time. Wolter Peoarson and Reggie Buswell have been back
on very fleeting visits. ' '

For the most’ part, however, our fmen have been oo
busy to;write,_but we hope soon for some interesting



letters.for our next issue. Jack Lovell will not be able
to pay us his frequent visits in the future, as he has
been drafted away from houme.

An’evening given over to skittles, darts end bowls
was held on the Rectory lawn.  BY this meons over £5 was
raiged for the Comforis Fund. . At the following meeting
it was decided to send out another lot of parcels.
Unfortunately, they are not allowed to be sent obroad at
the moment, but they will be saved up for you lads, and
when the embargo is lifted you will get bumping big ones.

We had glorious weather for the June Holiday this
year. We were oble to keep up all the troditions except
the fireworks, <lthough apparently our airmen werce giving
a very good display over Germany thet evening, Anyway
we did ‘not let things interfere with our spirits: o fact
that we hope Lord Haw Hew noted.

: {ospital Sumday went off quite well, but we missed
thé ‘usual baond and parades  The Bugbrooke anti-parachutes
are getting well orgonised, ond ore preparing to give
Jerry o hot receptions Mr. Jack Heygote has been
appointed Section Commander, and he hos a band of trusty
men’ and true to support him.

Tarmers are beginning to think gbout hay time; and
alrendy one or two fields have been cut. Bugbrooke 1is
no whit behind anywhere else in its cffort to increase
food production.  The Schoolchildren have entercd whole=
. heartedly into their part of collecting waste; ‘they can
be seen going round the village in the evening with all
monner of hand carts, and the @ary: W any rags, bottles
and bones." : :

4 comic oricket match has been arranged for Friday
evéning, June 14th, in aid of the Comforts Fund, at 730
in the 'School Closes As last year the 1ndies' team will
look 1like cricketers, while the men will be handicapped
by ankle length skirts. Roll up everybody and have a
good laugh and help the Comforts Fund.

Great sympathy is felt for m and Mrs, Dalter Clark
on the death of their little girle



Bugbrooke,
22ud June, 1940,

: It has been one of the Nazi tricks to seize Broadcasting
Stations, and to propagate false news as coming from dilfferent
Governments. Therefore, the Bditor hastens to assure all
readers that Bugbrooke is not in enemy hands; nor is this
letter edited by Goebbles with a weight of false information.

In spite of our recent shocks and dissvpointments we feel
confident that our country will withstand all the force and
tricks that Hitler can put against her. Shakespeare put into
the mouth of John of Gaunt in the play Richard II words which
have rung true down the centuries end will continue to do so.
Referring to England he described her as:i-

Witais Tortress built by nature for herself
A eln=t iufection and the hand of war;
Thig avny breed of men; this little world;
ils precious stone set in a silver sea,
Which serves it in the coffice of a wall,
Or as a moat defensive to a house;,
Azaingt the envy of less happy lands;
This blessed plot, this earth, this realm,this England.”

Bugbrooke is certainly doing its part in supplying
inereased numbers of the wvery best type of ‘'this happy breed
of men" for her defence. _ . ; s

One of the great things about our village is that no Jjoys
nor sorrows are shared singly or even in families. They are
all everyone's propertys It was, therefore, with great joy
that we heard that Frank Curtis was safe and well in England,
and also Ronald Nightingale is. on leave and has pald us a
visite Also the husband of Mary Joy (nde Curtis) is saile
home from that terrible experience.

\le are, however, verv sorry to hear that Albert Hewitt
is reported missing, but that is no reason to belicve that
the worst has happened. Ernest Harrison's silence is also
causing anxiety, but until there is official confirmation of
the contrary we must assume him safe and wells

Another card has been received from Bernard Botterill
reporting all wells Horace Marshall has been home for afew
hours' leave after some rather alarming experiences; Norman
Bottoms has also been on leave for a few days, but has now
returned. Joe Abel has been moved to the North, where he
describes the scenery as lovelys. Harry Gilkes has also
been moving about, but we hope the expected big move may not
come gboute Ron Robins seems happy and getting along well;
there &£lalso satisfactory news of lialter Pearson. Chris
Pell has been home on leave but has now returned; he
expressed the desire to'get at 'em again.! James
Cunningham has been moving zbout; so has Willie Langleys
Nobody on service seems to have much chance of getting tired
of being in one place too long these days. Denis and Raymond
Lovell also report that all is going on well as far as they

i3



are concerncd. George Warwick has played a bit of fottball,
but apparently has not had the chance of showing his "late
cut! yet. 3 : '

Recent additions to the Services are Bill Rotterill,
Valentine Reynolds, Arthur Curtis, Leslie Gardner. Asrthur
Curtis joined up on Thursday morning and was home on leave
by Thursday night. - ' .

Another series of parcels has been dispatbhed this
weekend from the Comforts Fund, which had a welcome addition
of over £6 from the Cricket Match. The Editor thought that
he would lose all his lady friends in Bugbrooke if he gave
an accurate description of the match, so he publishes an
account written by “Onlooker,!" who is not & man.

"fhe wen, who wore ankle length dresgses, amd ladies'
headgear, b tted with broom sticks, and fielded and bowled
nnderarm ol with their left hends, The ladiecs paraded in
white flenueley bluzeps and shirts and were armed with cricket
bats. Don't tell anybody, but they can't even hold them
properly!ll '

"We hope the spectators noticed how generous and
chivalrous was the treatment meted out to the ladies, who
showed what sound practice can do. They played well and
sporty, and must have run miles during the mat€h, for hills
even went in the school garden and were lost in the ghir ol o
nettles in Grant's orchards However, they tried
exceedingly hard, and having been put in to bat on losing
the toss made 3. Much laughter greeted the gentlemen who
managed to make 80, fun being caused by & ravishing maiden
in a veil, another whose dress was fastened to the shoulders
by a cord supporting curtain rings; while another played
wearing sandals and painted toe nails. Ladiess; you don't
do that, do you? The whole beauty chorus have been of fered
contracts by the New Theatre. '

"Phe ladics were one short as one of the team met with
an injured finger the previous night while practising.
However, dressed as a wounded soldier she took round a box
which collected 15/6d. = good work:: Two drawsy: — one for
a bruah given by bkr. L. Leeder, and other for cigarettes
(the prize from the skittle contest returned) added to the
profits. There was also o good profit from the sale of
refreshments - no it was hot and we wanted lemonade.

Haymeking is in full swing; many of our evacuees are
thrilled at seeing it for the first time. There are some
half dozen cases of diphtheria among the children, but we
hope this will soon be stamped out. It seems very dull not
to hear the Church Bells, but we hope we shall not do so
until the peal for vistory is rung. Best wishes to Iirs
and lirs. ‘"Colt' Frost on their wedding on Satupday. We
sympathise with Mrs. 3, A. Ashby on the death of her son,
George Ashby. GEE




