Bugbrooke,
23rd. July 19471,

Weiare afraid you must have missed seeing the \/leekly Letter
but, unfortunately, it had to take a summer holiday - one Editor
being too busy in the important work of getting in the hay, and
the other Editor too seddened to collect news by news received
herself from the War Office. We, therefore, ask you to pardon us.

We have been pleased to welcome home again G. Varwick, dJe
Collins, Q Boswell, H. Higginbottom, B. Gilkes, B. Botterill,

A, Langley, A. Curtig, S« Billingham, W. Frost, dJ. ibel and Lily
Higginbottoms George Leeden has been home for a month on
agricultural leave. We are sorry that in the last letter we
omitted to state that Frank Tibbs had joined up, and since then .
George Hakes and Nellie Warwick have also Jolned upe

Charlie Saunders has passed his examination to enter the
Air Force as a Pilot and is impatiently awaiting his calling up
DPaAPErSs. We congratulate H. liarshall on passing another exams
He now ranks as a Petty O0fficers. e are pleased to hear news
of Pte., Rdwards (Dileen Nightingale's husband) who is one of the
number safely evacuated from Crete.

A very successful Garden Fete in aid of the Comforts Fund
wes held in Lir. Campion's garden on one of those very lovely hot
evenings, and the sum of £19. 9. 3%. was realised. Another
success, both financial and social, was the Fete held at Dr.
White's for the Nursing Assaciation funds. This realised even
more - £22.713. 8. Well done Bugbrooke:

Also the new Red Cross 1d. a week collection has realised
for the first month £4, 1. O« TLast Thursday we had another of
what is now proving to be an annual institution - our comic
cricket mateh.: This time our soldier visitors matched their
skill against the girls of the village and an enjoyable evening
was spent, resulting in a win for the soldiers and the sum of
£3+ 5s O being added to our Comforts Fund.

Those young men who are still left to us are trying to
carry on the Bugbrooke Cricket Club, and last sunday thay played
a2 match at Overstone and came home victorious.

A Parish Meeting has been held to consider starting again
the Salvage Collection. A Committee was formed and it is now
arranged to have a regular collection - further detalls laters

As many of you are no doubt aware, the Comforts Fund
Committee have arranged a Feteufor August Bank Holiday in the
Parke We hope this will be well attended. Everyone enjoys an
obstacle race, and pravided that six or more entries are received

by Thursday, July 31st., this will take place. Please leave
names with Lre. He Lovell.



gt I BUGBROOKE,

20th. August 1941.

We have been pleased to welcome home on leave She following:-
Horace Bass, O+ King, ¥, Foster, W. Frost, J. Lovell, R, Boswell,
Percy Yorke, S, Blllingham and H., Gilkes. The latter 1s home on
two months agricultural leave and we are sure thet his help on his
Tather's farm has been most useful, We weuld 1ike to congratulate
Percy Yorke on passing anctler exam in his medicsl work, We are
also pleased to see back in the village again the Rev, A.B,Jestice
who took duty in the chapel on Sunday, but we understand he will be
leaving again shortly as he has now Joined the R,A.F. We think that

the ‘article he has contributed on Iceland wlll be most interesting
reading for you all,

We know you will 211 be glad to hear that once again the faﬁiliar
sight of the spire of Bugbroeoke Church is riging abave the trees, and
we understand that Mr, Heygate (Churchwarden) eclimbsd the heights to

a88ist 1n placing the new weathercock on top, end now 1t is loocking
very proud and golden in the sunlight.

St. Swithin has indeed lived up to his reputation, and this we
Znew to our sorrow on Bank Hollday Monday, when the Monster Fete in
the Psrk started and the rain hardly ceased, elther afternoon or
evenlng, The entertainments had to be somewhat curtalled, but in
Spite of the weather, the wonderful sum of £61.18.11. was reslised
for the Comforts Fund. We cannot help feeling that had we had a
feal summer day, our profite would have totalled over £100. Many
vhanks to 21l who nobly stood in the wbte grass to get thils result,

; Harvest time 1s with us sgain, and one or two of cur farmers
nave already started to gather in thelr crops, but much delay has
ceen caused by the bad weather. .

Fall as the village is, 1t has somehow made room for another 25
London children who arrived last Thursday.

Another visitor to our village this holiday week has been M¥s,
Perkins, who used to live in the west end of the village, and who
kindly brought with her some prizes for the Comforts Fund, We are
very grateful for her kindly thought . : e -

Many of our lads in the very lonely places are apt to feel that
hey may be forgotten, but we have just heard of an instance where
tals 1s not so, In one isolated spot the King has just held an
inspection, and the Rector was honoured with a Royal handshake, He
remarks how very well and fit His Majesty looked in spite of his.
antiring work for our country.

Another Fete is being arranged, This time it 1s for the
Heospital., starting with a WhistDrive in the Sunday School on Frid
evening, September 5th,, and continuing with a Fete at the Homeste
~n Saturday afterncon, September fik G O B e -
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tourist, where the Esklmoes lived, The Proconsul replied laconically
'ohl Inland a bit, But I shouldn't go if I were you, because they
are dangerous'”,

The fact 1is that the Icelanders resemble in many characteristics
the peoples of Scandinavian countries, with whom they share a common
Teutonle origin, They are civillsed, Intelligent and well informed,
It is to be expected that a 1little mation, 1solated by the sea,should
be rather smug, and perhaps a little bumptious, at least so far as
the "young bloods" are concerned; but this failling is mere than
of fget by thelr hospitality and kindness, -

If 1t be true that the Icelanders are learning from the British,
it 1s certainly true that we cught to be learning from them., Despite
the gmallness of their nation, they have a wonderful sense of independ-
ence, You just do not give gratultles to the barber, the taxidriver
or the waltress, It is infra dig, At least, it was at the beginning
of the cccupation, Thils too 1ls interesting; - they are not
rich, It took them years tc collsct enough money to builld a college,
yet I 4ld not see one beggar, and I did not gee one child shoeless or
inadequately clad,

It 1s sbout 1070 yeers sinece Iceland first became inhabited, It
wag then that the Vikings arrived, having made their journey in their
tiny boats, The sea around Iceland is most dangerous, When on the
Journey out I lay in my cabin enjoying an acute sensec of self-pity, I
paid tribvute to those first adventurers who daredithe hazerds of these
uncharted waters, They needed to be a vigorous people to make the
Journey and then to win a livelihocd from the scanty provisicn of the
country. Thelr vigour accounts for the fact that after sixty years
these settlers establlshed the Commonwealth of Ieceland, A General
Assembly was called upon to meet regularly and to establish a coie of
Llaws for the whole country, The Assembly was hamed Althingl, Thus the
Tcelanders claim a proud democracy of cver a thousand years standing.

During the thirteenth century, Iceland came under the influence
of Norway and finally became a possession of Denmark. It 1s only
recently that complete independence has been re-established, 4 Regent
has been elected, but after the War there will be a Pregident,

What does the country look like? Would 1t make a good Hollday
Resort? Is 1t terribly cold? These are the questions I am constantly
asked, The climate 1s Oceanic and is far more moderate than many
lmagine, The beauty of Iceland is of a type. If your conception of
teauty ls of wooded groves, flowers and foliage, then Iceland is not
veautiful, Vast stretches are barren, being made infertiliec by lava
deposits from volcanle eruptien, If on the other hand, you find
ceauty In rugged scenery, mountalns, veleanoces, waterfalls, geyser
hot-springs, and last but net least, the colourful effscts of the gun,
vhen 1t 1s beautiful, I have known nothing more unspeakably lovely
than the sun resting llke a great red ball on the sea just before

midnight, or coming up over the mountains and shining down the fjord
Just after midnight, -

The name of the caplital, Reykjavik, 1s a comment on some natursl
phenomenon, It means "Clty of Smoke", When the first settlers saw
steam from the hot springs rising from the ground they were mystifled.

They sald "Reykjavik" and that became the name of the First named
.Dlaoce, )

When you were young, did you ever read stories of adventures in

the nortn amoeng, mpountaing, canyons and geysers? I was reminded of
those staries,

Walll wonlAa you like to go?
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As gueh a long itim:= hes cons by sinee thassdagt-letter,
o 3 0o

it ie impossible to m=ntion all those vho hav been home on
leave;  but, amongst the most recent visitors are Arthup
z A g

. Iengley. John Kin~, Joe Abel, Jaeck iolt, Zrd Robinson, Der

Bog~ell, Tily 7 inbottom, ITahk Tibbs ond Horasce HMarshall
#ho hag travelled about tvelve thoussnd miles since he lef%
here fourteen nonths oro. "_meks

t 2nd well he iz

Irank Curtis writes home to say how i
ether, from his

novi, working a% o job he likes, and sltog
letter, ssemz cuite hepopy and cheerful.

-Three nore of our lads have joined the ranks of those
now doilng their bit for kihg and country; “ally iakes has
Joined the R.A.F, and Jac k Hpgoinbottom and Yom 3utler have

gone into the army. g vish- them the best of Juck in

their new. roles. x
"o are very plsaceld to record thst lont Grant (vho has
been seriously i111) is now well on the ver to recovery:;
soon we hove he wil : i3 place azain with the
i

i
Bugbrooke Fife: Iri

_ .-Ihe Comforts Fund is still as active as ever and o —
- " programme ‘of dances GC.is being arranged Tor the winter

months. The balance in hand is nov just over 2100 - Lots
more Tour bobs yet, boys!! Iwo dances are to bs held
short ly.

The Hospital Dance —as a great success. Actually

“5"shoul d have been billed as a "Black-out! Dence, as the
electric lights failed half vay through the procecdings.
I'r. Radbourme Adsms hovever ouickly grasped the situation
and with the help of a band of helpers soon improvised a
lighting system with hurricane lamps and candles. Cut of
all this we have one mystery still to solve = UVhat was the
cause of all the squesks durins the period of darkness?

e shoul d@ like to congratulante May Hazell and Versa
Rainbow on gaining their School Certificates.

Congratulations to Ien Riddle who hos taken the ''for

better or for worse! oath. e wish him and Mrs. Riddle
& very happy futurs. - :

SBince the last. letter the population has inereased
and we congratulste the folloving on their hapny events:=-
Ir. & Mrs. Jack Collins (nee Lily RObinsEn) - & S0N.
Ure & lrs. Gibson (nee Mabel Jeffs) - n dauchter,
Mre & Mrs. Ted Perkins (nee Phyllis Fitch)'— a daughter.

<l



The Comforts Fund receives some delightful letters from
the lads in the forces in the viay of thanks for Postal Orders
sent out. The following is an erample of their annreciat-
ion :=- :

"To the People of Bugbrooke, - Bac-h time I pick up my"
"pen to say "Thank you'" to the people of Bugbrooke for the'
"Postal Order which T receive, tosether with the other boys®
"Prom the Vvillage, I feel that I really ouzht to say a little!
"more than just "Thank You"; yet I have alvways given it up"
25 a bad job when attempting to put my thoughts into words "

"Like sevoral of the other boys who are tryins to do their'
"bit, whether it be in the services, or in work of national®
"importance, I owe all that T have to those who took me into"
"their horie and Familey 2t a time vhen I was too young to"
"realise what 5 s- ice they were making on ms behalf, "

"I am sure I shsll not be out of place in speaking for 11"
"those who, like myself', were without a home ang family until"
"being taken in and cared for and brought up be those whom we"
"have since learned o love as though ve were of the same "
"flesh and blood, ™"

"Althoush I was awa;” from home for several years prior to the"
"outbreak orf war, yet I feel that ve all begin to realise"
"what home means to us vhen we are forcibly kept away from it "

"The war has taught us many things, not the least of vhich ig!
Mappreciation of that which we used to accept as a matter of"

"mourse. !

""hensver .I have been home during the last twelve menths, I
"have heard of this op that being run on behalf of the Comforts!
"Pund., "hether it was a whist drive, a dance or a cricket"
"match, it seemed that the proceeds were always devoted +oM
"that one objsct." :

"It makes me feel very proud to thirk that I am accenteq as one'
M this big family - the village family - where all are doing"

"their bit to brighten ou r livesg,™

""hen this war is over it is to be hoped that we shall not"
"Torget these lessons we are now learning, but try to do OURM
"little bit in OUR +urn T r those who have done so much for ug,"

g I

"Although this is not exactly a news letter, I feel that I have!
"put into words what most of us, especially the old ‘Home Boys'"
"must have thought at one time or ‘another when we have receiveg"
"our monthly Postal Orders which come =o regularly, and so
"although our r-eplies may sometimes be very bri-ef, snd some-"
"times even miseing, yet may I say that ou r 'Thank you' con-"
"veys a whole world of meaning, which we find difficult +o put!
"into words.

You-rg VEery sincerely,

BILL BUSWELL."
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Bugbrooke,
(th Deceuber 1941
gince our last letter we have been plevsed to welcoue the followiiy,
nome for short spells:-Syd.Robinson, Walt.Prost, Horace Bass, Tily His=
%inbottom, Grace Townsend, Tom Butler, A1f Judge, arthar Surtis, Jdack
ollins, R. Boswell and Lieut.R.Collins.

Ron Nightingale writes thut he met Leslie Gardner recentli,cud belill,
_in the Officer's lessysoon found him a good cup of tea. "he ayny L8 pre-
sumably not short of sugals

\le are sorry to nhear that Horsce Pownsend (serving abroad)
hospitals We wish him a speedy recovery. Herbert Taylor has bee
pital but is it now. Katliileen L.lker ip 11 Lospital, we trust B
soon be wells

The Boys' Brigade ard doing extreuely well ot football this yeale
They just seeum to use the opposing team as floorcloths.

Bugbrookc‘s Warship eek opened in grand style omn agturday,November
29th. The Parade was nesdod by the Speciel Congtabulary under sgbedeWells
Whitton and the Pilre Rrizade under Lr.H.Barford, Then came Northanmpton
Town Band,followed by vie love Guard under Licuts J.l-lleygate,and the
stretcher party under ..&jor “,2.0Mhite. Others on parade were the VWarship
Week Committee,. omen's Tnatitute,lionen's Lund _ymy, jowen's lst.nid person-
nel and Wardens. After paruaing from rohn's Hoad to Camp Hill, by the
Keetory and back to Elutree Benk, Warship \eek was declared open Dy lLire
A.R.Heygate who announced thet the £1,705 uark gimed ~t had almost been
peachede NrsCelisdones,Clerk 0 the R.D.C.made a short speech, Tvo tanks
added an even more warlilke touch to the proceedings. Hunour Wos intoduced
by the fact that a certein upecilal Constable,noted for punctuality,
aprived at John's Rd. earlye. ot recognising his uniforu, the residents
were soon asking each other "Has the gas man called at your nouse yet?"

We have had another Couforts iund Dence which added about £7
to the fund.A competition for a larrow given DY i r.Stan Gardner realised
10/~-« We thank Mr.Gardner very tueh for the gifte

Poppy day was a greal SUCCESS this year. Thanks are due to kir.O0liver
and all his sellers who helped to meke this grand effort possible.

The effort for the Chuwrch Clock is making good progress,and a Whist
Drive is to be held at Mrs.Poole's shortly.

We wigh to.extend a welcome to RevsT.Roy dJones,end wish him
happiness in Lis work here. His Ordination and Recognition Services were
held at the Bugbrouis Baptist Church on Thursday,ov.13th, The Ordination
Service,conducted by Principal H:' . heeler Robinson,m;“a,EuD,gwill long
be remsubersde MraJQO»AdamspékPoQGuG,9presided a2t the tea btable. Bpeakers
were Rev.H.Nelortimer,Rector of Bugbrooke, lir. Tolfe Jones ofardiff (Uncle
of the Minister)5Rev.PaEnPegg(Secretary,ﬂorthampton Baptist association)
ReveE.H. Betteridge(Minister of Harpole and Kislingbury)sRev.T.¥.Valentine
BaAag(London),Rev,A.BoJestice and P.Caipion,Esg.,C.0. The Recognition
Serviee owed much to the inspiring leadership of ReveHeliedanisch,liefe,
OeCoFey REV:E.A:P&XHG,BnAaQBuDsnglittn9d811V6P8d the Charge to the
Church., a charge which was peeetly appreciated. A feature of the services
was the presence of 3 former pinisters - Revs.i. A:Payne,L.V.D.Ashley ard
A.BeJestices Rev.Ishmael Joncs H.0.F, and Rev.T.R.Williams, the father
of the minister and his fiancee took part in the service.

The depct near here for packing parcels for prisoners of war has
just had its birthday, and it is revealed that in a year 17,000 parcels
have been despatched from it. Ve hope most of them reached their right
destination to help cheer the boredom of the prisoners. We have wonderful
replies saying how .ngy look forward to the parcels.

We regret to record the death of Mirs.heWatson,and our sympathy
goes out to «ll hevr pelatives.

Jongratulations e Sgt.WeBuswell ,RuA-Fop0n nis warriage. Herbert
Taylor, who usad to 1ive with Mrs.W.Howard has alsc haen recently marrieds
We wish hoth Mpred&.Mrs-Buswell and Mrscolirss Taylor success and hanpinesss

am o st home Or avay, who has any news of interest which
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meke the most 78 cah of Chwi; ang thic year, Il
children,; both our owh and thoge whom wWar has na cua
bound in daily anxieties to feel much of the Ffear,hatred
present world, and to feel that it is a place of dreﬂﬁf 1
we can do to let them: sse the other .gi ber
the Love @r God - trast be done. .And
: P=Christmes—in—thehoot—of buufliuL
of p ace, 1n that in the common cause and danger

bring peace and justice to the world g -
50, in the presence: O! the 3irth .of our Saviour  ,may our hsarte be re-

plenlshed with hope, may they rejoice in the grllantry and endurance of
our .comrades, and may they receivs that sense of perce and joy vhich no
man can take from us. : e ' 2

:May I then vish you all-a Japny Chrietmss in the Very best sense of
the words,; and may God gront that heving won for oursgelves the deserte of
the unconguera blep nezt Chrigstmes may Tfind us.to;ether“ajaih,'bhﬁrip"in
all the joys our villapgeée knowg so vell how to ~ive. : Gy e’ 3TARR 0T
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I'rom the Reve T.R.JOnes:-
There are . few of us to whom

1T,

e Christm-e no' ‘ot hand 111 net bHe a

P £
two have been. -In our pregent circumstcrnces it would be =z vely inadequsite
message if I were to wish you "A

Christmas and a pfdoaewouq dev Tear
That 48 a'vwish which dis hardly

0 be rsalised; and the very gending
=

~of -1t would iriply a refural to Tecognis the prasent state of our aflﬂl;L?
and what the immediate fubture is likely to hold for us.

I think, ‘however, that the Christmrz Story hce still'n neegage for us
surrounded as .ve are' by strife >ﬂﬂ—‘“fldlee &t e look agiin at the Gospelé

we shall find - that the fifﬂtluuil tmas wne not ag peaceful s we have been
accustaned tothink it. - "hilst 4t is true that the angels gnne @f neace,
it ig also true that Herod tried to murder the ilew Born King,snd massacred
the children of Rethlshem in the autemnu to-do 80, & Will PuJGMbGL also
that througﬂuut His life, the Prince of Peace had to face the attacke of
enemice, and that at last He was crucified. Tven the Son of M4 had to

suffer, but because of iie sufferings, He saved the wor”



My message to you isi:- Iet us not think it strenge if we too have to
guffer,but, remembering Christ's words "In the world ye shall have trib-
ulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world", let us tdke
them as the divine assursnce that we also may triumph because of suffering
and although we do not now undsrstand why we suffer,yet the day will do »
when we too shall lock back on the traval of our souls and be satisfisd.

Te Re JCH:

Ou-r '"ar Veapon YWeek has far exceeded even the most optimistic hopec,
and although we have often said "Vell done Bugbrocke.", never, we think
were these words more appropriate than now, At the first Committee lMeelting
our quota of £1,700 seemed a high figure to ask from one villapge. ‘ell,
believe it or not, the grand total for the week from Bugbrooke was £4,747.
vie- Peel we must thank snd wermly concratulate our:excellent Treasurer and
Secretary (Rev.H.Mortimer ani Mi.M.Gallerd ). Both worked extremely hard tc
achieve this end. "e should also like to thank particularly the children
of this village and to let then know how grateful we are that they are
realizing even at their age the importance of saving instead of spending
to bring nearer-our victory. Through the school saving group alone,£207
was token and we miet thank Miss Jonss very much for her hard work. The
Women's Institute had =2lso a Viar Bavinge Group and during: the week it was
augmented by £46.4.6. "¢ also thank Mrs.L.Billingham,the capable Secretary
The Rursl District of 29 villages was assessed at £62,000 and the result
was £153,201. Hov splendidly Northants has rallisd to the calld

and that 1t is very hot. Mrse Billingham has had a letter from her sor
ot nart of the world. Yhen

Major Harrison is now overseas and says he is vearing dark glassees
8 S %

Steve, and we understand he is also in a h

January comes we shall wish for some of their hot sun.

.

Contributed:

A splendid effort-was made by Mo & Mrse Ernest York-at their home
Delern, South View, by & Vhist Drive for the Harnole Comforts Fund, and
the prand sum of £8.10. 0. was raised. Is there anyone here in Bugorode
who would like to beat thatvrecord for our own bovs?

Since our last letter we have been pleased to have the Tollowing witt
us once again:- C.Pell,D.Yates,Tom Gilkes,Frank Tibbs,Horace Marshall,Don
ILovell snd 0O.Bubb. Grace Townsend is also home,but she has unfortunately
hurt her arm. Ve hope she will soon be 0,K. again. WVally Langley has
been called to the col-ours. 'ie wish him good luck and a safe return.

Bugbrooke was the scene of much activity when our local Home Guard
posing as Paratroops vwere hunted by the neighbouring villages.By skilful
manosuvre  Bugbrooke succeeded in outwitting its would-be captors. We are
sorry to report that during the exercisge, Vol.Ceorge ILilley unfortunately
met with an accident and had to be TtTaken to hospital. Hapnily he is making
good progresse. A Phist Drive and Dance on his behalf is to be held at the
Village Hall on Thursday next. Vhilst the Officers, N.C,0's. and men of
the Bome Guard are gratified by the interest cshown by the population, the;
have asked us to state that they cen accept no responegibility for any acec-
ident which may happen to any civilian during manoeuvres,

The Comforts Pund Committee wish to state that, owinr to the increas-
ing numbers from the village in the foreces,in future, only those joining
from the village will be included in their list, but they will continue T«
send to those already included
_ We congratulate Iily Higginbottom on her appointiment to the rank of

Ieading Aircraftswoman. VYell done Iily! Show them what the villsge can do!
; "e regret to say that MB.Shirley who has lived in Bugbrooke so long
passed away last week. He went to hospital for an opera-tion some weeks
ago but had returned and was apparently recovering well when he had a
sudden-collamge, LQur sympathy goes out to his relatives.



