Bugbrooke,
9th October, 1940,

We have had the pleasure of seeing a few of our boys
home on leave again, although in some cases it was only &
flying visite G, Pakes and D. Lovell took tne chance of
a L8 hours' leave; also d. Lovells Jack Holt has had
sick leave, and is now quite fit again after his knee trouble.
M. Golley has also been spending a few days with us. Re
Lovell has had embarkation leave.

We are grieved to report the death at the early age of
2l of Jack Riddlc. He died suddenly in Northampton Hospital
on October Othe Lveryone will remsmber his cheery smile,
and, the younger oOncs especially, his friendly spirit.
During the time he 1lived here he endeared himeelf to all, and
was greatly missed when he left with his family to live at
Spratton. For several years he was & most regular otbtendant
in the Church Choir. Qur sincere sympathy goes out to his
family in their great loss.

The personnel of the Pirst Aid Point recently made an
sppeal for two hot water bottle covers, &nd are greatly
indebted to Mrs. =. Cockerill snd Mrs. S. warlow for supplying
these articles. Could they now ask through the medium of
this letter for one or two blanketss They have only three
of these at present, and more arec urgently nceded.

Feast Sunday, so beloved by all Bugbrooke peoplc, has
once more come round, though somewhat shorn of ite usual
sidelines - loss to the children and young people of the
famous "fair', and no courting couples «ble to ride together
on the same horsell - loss to us older oncs of the familiar
waits on Fecst Sunday morning, and the triumphent peals of
our dear old Church bellss Owing to war conditions the
village could not have all its usual visitors, SO meny of
our young men being unsble to obtain leave from military
duties; and the usual Bugbrooke nousevife's hospitality wa
somewhat curtailed from the usual free invitations to ahbout
20 friends to cach house. ghe feared her own rations of
butter, sugar and tea could hardlys without o miracle,
become a sufficiency for the usual tea partye

The Rector was foptunate in obtaining leave to reoch hore
by 5.0 o'clock - just in time for the Church service - and hc
preached the Sermons The Church suffered nothing in
decorations. There were ample I10OWEDS, fruit and vegetables,



the latter being distributed to the old and sick on Feast
Monday - liay next Feast Sunday sce us £t pcace, and able
to welcome home all our loved ones once more toO spend it
with us.

The Billeting Officers have had & busy time fixing up
77 more evacuees with fogter parents. These arrived last
Friday weeck, and came from the London Area. A -word of
gpecial prailse must be given to the Butts'! Hill mothers, Who
s1though most of them have small families of their own could
always find room for one or Ltwo more.

on lionday & Whist Srive was held in the sunday School on
behalf of the soldiers'-Comforts Fund, cnd just over £3 Was
realised. _

Mrs., Curtis hes now had official news of her son who is
a prisoncr of war in Germany, and if numbers are any indication
as to where they are we have reasol to believe that he is in
the same camp as Albert Hewltt. How great this would be for

them bothe. e hope it is so, Dbut shall probdbly hear more
later. Some of our lads ore on the move ogain, and «o Curtis

has joined some of the Bugbrooke boys 1in Ireland.

Congratulations on their marriages, cnd best wishes for
their future happincss are extended to:

Harry Abel and Honnah Townsend ;
Charies Bull ond Elizdbeth Darby.

The two following items have been contributed:-

Dash Through Blinding Rain on Surprise Visit Home.

Lots of we Serwvice lads look forward to getting home, no
matter if only for cn hour, and imagine my surprise when Squad.
Lesder Horrison coame ond told me he would Dbring me home on Pcast
sundays I was glad too as I have not been home on Foast
sunday for six years. We left at 3.0 in blinding rain cmd &
real hurricane; but for Squad. Leader Horrison I am sure the
car would have been lifted off the rond.

However, we made it alright under the skilful driving of
Mrs. Harrison, who I am sure would make a good pilote No:
not of a boat you Navy blokes - & 'plane. J¢ were o merry
party too. Just impgine picnicing in the rain - we didi



We had a delightful tea with huge lumps of ccke and biscuits.

No: I shan't tell you how meny lumps of sugar - tales out of
school, you knows 4+t any rate I bet some of you wish you

could be fetched home for = weekend.

Another thing - I think we Bugbrooke lads are mighty lucky
with such a well run Comforts Fund, and such magnificent
support given to it by Bugbrooke peoplee. I know all my pais
say I am lucky to have such a regular '"second spending money"
they call it. In closing I am sure the Bugbrooke service
lads will joint me in thanking Bugbrooke Pecople and the
Committee very much for their kindness.

So long soaks,
"edico" R.A.F.

Comforts for the Troops Fund.

Readers of the Weekly Letter will be interested to hear
what progress the above Fund has made. Our methods of
raising money have been the usual ones, ~rd from collections
round the village £16.10. 2, has bheen attaineds

The profit from the Weekly Letter, started by our Rector
and now carried on by Mrs. Harrison and Mrs. H. Gilkes, has
amounted to £6.11.11. Two Whist urives hove resulted in
£14. Os. L. ond one Dance £8. 7. 5. A plecsant evening was
spent at the Rectory in June with games and competitions for
the Fund; realising £5. 3. 5., followed by a cricket match,
ladies versus gents., in comic attire, obtaining £6.711¢ 5e

The Rector contributed 5/-, which was payment to him
for trampling a hay rick for iiessrs. Chapman & Sons. We
understand this rick is cutting out remarkably solide Our
thanks are duc for the generous efforts made for the Fund by
the "Bakers Arms" and "Five Bells" together totalling £6.L.0.
A contribation from Mrs. White'ts private tennis club of
£1.16., 0o was also very welcome.

All those items with a few subscriptions forl the total
income of the Fund, and how was it spent? First of all
goods like cigarettes, chewing gum, etc. were sent; but it
was later recognised that cash would be most welcome of all,
and so after sending goods in June to the wvalue of £13, in
July, August and September postal orders of 3/-, L/- and /-
were sent. And now, Bugbrookians, remember the lads don't
gel much pay, and embarrass the Treasurer with your gencrosity.



Bugbhrovke,

o3prd Qctober, 1940,

We have been pleased to welcome home on leave A. e

H. Gilkes, W. Botterill, B. Rotteri
J. Holt and J. Waters.

Mrs., Belgrove 1s running a con
and is or geuisdng a competition to
for 1t. Now some of you put on ¥o
roll up with some bright ideas. T

11, T. Jeffs, T. Walkeiy

cert party this winter,
£ind a suitable name
wr thinking caps and
ne charge is 1d per

name - proceeds for the Comforts Fund. Anyone can hand
their suggestion to the milk cart whenever they S6€ it up

the village.

Wie have all been very sorrvy th
The Hemestead hu had a iong ilines
tnat she has now had to g0 into Mo
opsratlans e are given te unders
successful, and wc are sure all rea
good recoverys

A successful Wwhist Drive was h

at Mrs. P. Campion of
5 @11 the summer, and
thempton for a serious
tand this has been
ders will wish her a

eld in the Sunday School

1ast week in aid of the eXpenscs incurred in blacking oul

the Church. We belicve over £5 wa
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Steeple of the Church has begun to be rebuilt, and 1s 1NOW

gbout the height of an ordinary sto

News has been rgeeived for Mrs
Canada, and che S8ays her two boys &
Canadians, and devour much maple sy
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, Harwood Long from
re becoming real
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Congratulations to L. A. C. aond Mrs, kartin (Joan
Ga

Anbler) on the birth of & 501, and Mr. & Lrs. S

of a daughters.

As you sece by this letber nNews
so may we once again appeal to you
boys that are away 1ike to know all
the village, and these letters form
nome; so please do help us to make
whilees

ardner

is very scarce indeceds
nll to help uss our
that is going on in
one of the links with
them something worth



Bu.brooke; -

% = 2 ' £ RSN L et 15th Novembeb, 49uO-

We'canﬁot'say that news has actually come sunning after
us this week, but by a certain amount of probing we have
gleaned one or two interesting items. Y,

Mrs. liarshall has had a most interesting letter from.
Horace, who has certainly been wgoing places." L€ is now.
allowed to say that he was in the Dakar affalr, and on
another occasion came across & native wedding on shore, ..
where two players beatl tom-toms, and the third played beadse
We wonder if the effect was enything like those rumbage he
used to play. Altogether he hes had some exciting times,
but he says he is kceping well though it is extremely hot.
He hopes to be back for Christmas, but says we shall hardly .
xnow him he is so sunburned. Anyway we shall be mighty
glad to see him, even if we do mistake him for one of his
natives at first. : - :

Incidentally, he reports that he is spoiling.all his
shirts by doing his own washings That will be a difficult
problem for our womenfolk to solve when the men come home:
whether to enjoy & 1ittle more leisure at the pictures while
the men show how well they have learned to work, at the risk
of having to buy new shirts more frequently- inyway we alr'é -
supe Horace is amply keeping up the wonderful traditions of
our British Navys

Sidney Robinson has now joined a Regiment that entitles
him to wear kilts if he cares tO buy them. e expect he
will wait for the warmer weather, though we feel sure his
knees would cause as mach feminine admiration as they did
when dashing down the wing on the football field.

Bugbrooke is not the only place rejoicing in mud at the
moment, Oliver Bubh has written home for his Wellingtons.
We in Bugbrooke can hardly take ours off even to sleep.

We have been glad to see the following home on short
leaves: (They all scem well end cheerful) Maurice Foster,
Chris King, Reggie Boswell and Jack Lovell. Percy York
has been home for seven days after orders to move had been



cancelled. Harwood Harrison has moved nearer home, and
spent a day here recently. The Rector came home for a
night, but 1t was tupncd into three by a chill and he was,
unfortunatelys ungble to sce anyoncs X

Now for a little Bugbrooke news for those .away: On
Sunday, November 10th, aB United Remembrance Service Was
held in the Church in the afternoon. There was & very full
congregation, a new feature being our Home Guard parading in
their new uniforms, along with the British. Legion. As usual
the names on our roll of honour were read, with the
nddition of that name now also glorious - Wdlher pearsoll
We also particulsrly remembered our prisoners and missing:
Frank Curtis, Albert Howitt and' Brncst Harrisons The Revs
H, N. Mortimer in his sermon called us. to greater selfl
dedication, faith and cndurances '

Now boys, here is & grand offer from the good folk of
Bugbrooke,s They will knit you any particular germent you

want if the wool is suppliede. - Please send in your wonos
quickly ‘to keep all our knitters busye Order now for
Christmas! . (Size 11 socks not barred).

Congratulations to lr. and Nrs. I'red Barnes, Wwho
celebrate their silver wedding today. Many of their
friends may recall their wartimc wedding in the villag
church, with Charles and Ernest Horrison as Bages boys in
1ittle blue suits. Qur best wishes that they may live
to enjoy their golden wedding togethers

Also best wishes to: :
Lire ond Mrs. Robert Heygate (nde willioms) and
lir. ond Mrs. T. Edwards (nce Nightingale)
: on their marricges. :
. And,
Lr. and Mrs. Fonge, on the birth of o =one

Contributed:

1 The Treasurer of the comforts for thc Troope und
expresses his regret that certain items which should have
been credited to the Bakers Arms end Five Bells in the
Letter were included in the results of other functions.
To.the end of September the Five Rells and Bokers Arms
hove generously contributed £9.164 2o
: ; lJle



2a After spending my week in London, I travel cach weckend
to Bugbrooke to vigit my wife and daughter, who are enjoying
we kind hospitality of your lovely old village. ind, after
the unrealities of wartime life in Tondom it is good to get
away to the beautiful surroundings of your typical English
parish - with its fine church, the tall trees surrounding

it like guardians, the 158t traces of thelr autumn foliage
swiftly disappearing now, for the winter 1s uponl US.

London is not & pleasant place at the moment — you are
apt to feecl uncomforteble qaite frequently, and somctimes,
we must admit,; considerably afraid. Hitler, of course,
fails to understand that &n Englishmen may often be afmid,
but very rarely shows his fear. The Londoner of today is
showing & grim face, but it has a good nutured smile on 1ty
a8 ever, becouse he Enows thet the spirit of his city is
unconqucrable, and hée can sfford to laugh ot the enemy's
foolishness for trying to bect such a spirit; he also laughs
o littlec at himself for becha vin, in such o funny woy, and
thot olso must be exasperating to the sour-minded GETMANS.

The london peoplc do not 1ike being called heroes -
they are a little conscious +hat they don't deserve such 4
compliment. Fate hos decreed that Tor the present they
shall hold the front line of the battle, snd they &rc proud
to have the privilege of such & big responsibility - but
they carry on with their jobs in the usual woy, and they
ask no reward but that they may continue to laugh in the
face of Hitler. pon't call them brave - they get a great
kick out of it.

So, if you would know what the London people think of
the war - look around you at your villagee They fight
for the hospitable country 1ife that is BEngland, %o restore
peace to her lanes and copses, and thoy feel o pride that
they can do something to guard an English tradition, as
these tall trees guard the church at Bugbrookes
; Trank Spencers



Bugbrooke Letter;
27th-November, 1940.

The village has been quite gay with so many of our
own hoys home on leave, among them being R. Boswell, Jo
Abel, A. Cunninghém, R. Robins, L. Martin, W. Frost, F.
thpmdn; T, idJeffs; Ha Bass, P, Pearson; A, Judge, ﬂ.
Higginbothom, T. Gilkes, C. Carter, G. Warwick, W.
Buswuliy_J, Pakesy; A, Langley. i i

WO ﬂongrutuiate T. Gilkes who Has Quucewsfully passed
his exemination in cooking. Although A. Langley has heen
discharged from hospital and is hofie on leave we understand
his leg is not comnla ely right 3et.' We. should like to
congratuiation Captain J. Kn pp on hisg promotion to Da30r9
and - we undurctﬂnd he is stlll in I*}dmn

Don Lovell is now &t an Officers' adet Training
Unit.. ~Colin Lovell is progressing well in hospital at
Rugby after his trying experience at Coventry. ~ We ore
very pleased that the Sutton family are all safe and -
sound with us again in spite of being homeless. . Mrs.
sSutton can still raise a lauunn We sympathise with
Miss Colley in thb loss shc has susta 1ned in the Coventry
disaster.

Mrs. G. Gardner has received welcome news of Mrs.
Carri Fton (Morah Fleming) after anxiocusly awaiting a
letter for the last .three months. She stated that she

and her hisbend were gquite welle T s

Several of our Bugbrooke people have, unfortunately,
been in hospital lately — Mrs. George Turland has been
there for five wecks with a bad leg;  Mr, Arthur Clarke
for “puuni_QLtjs,_ 1d the. village miss his- cheery whistle
first thing in ‘the morning as he goes.ubout his work.

W. Lovell has been &ble to return home cgain after a
fortnight!s serious illness. liichael Harrison has also

been in hospital, and left his tonsils there as a

keepseake.

The school children have been very busy knitting
more mittens, and they hope our boys will appreciate
their efforts. Parcels of Red Cross wool keep coming
in, and we should be glad to receive offers for knitting
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it up. _vidently our own boys must be very well
supplied with knitted garments, as. no requests for
any knitted garments have yet come our ways but do-.
please let us know if there is anything that you
would specially likes . :

Following our’ appeal in the 1ast letter for
blankets 16r the First Aid point we would-like t0
thank lirs. kiarlow for her kindness in providing one -
e1s0 onc from Mrs. Herrison.  Still another wan tedd

Major and lMrse Harrison's house is now a casualty 4:_

bad luck on their tenants when the rain comes in where
the windows used to bes We think the tenants must be
a special objective, as this ig their third home: to
receive visiting cardse . . ¢

Je congratulate ifr. & Mrs. Massey on the birth of
o S0Ne : B TR e T8

_ We are sorry an crror wes made in the account of
the money raiscd for our Comforts Fund - the £29.19. 2.
was the effort of the Bakers' Arms. : i

., -Bad.luck for W. Lengley and G. Belgrove wnen they
dashed to the rescue of whattthey believed to be a
drowning child! - The hopes of a life saving mcdal- 3
for the wouldbe ‘heroes were dashed to the ground when
on rushing to the canal when they heard what they
thought to be the voice of & drowning child they ..
were confronted by the hairy countenance of a Billy
goat which was struggling to et out of the water!!

Mrs. York has spent & few happy hours with her
‘son Perecy ot his elder brother's, He heos passed
another exams &nd is now First Class Orderly.
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Bugbrooke,
11th December, 19L0.

As this will be the last letter before Christmas we
would like to wish you one and all a Happy Christmas,
and hope that the next time this season comes rpund we
shall have our absent ones back home again, and shall all
be living in peace together.

More welcome faces have made their reappearance in
the village, and among them we have seen Steve Billingham,
Arthur Curtis, Iorris Foster, Jim Kirton, Horace Townshend;
Syd Robinson, Colt Frost, Norman Perkins, Oliver Grubb,
Leslie Gardner and the Rector. We are losing two more of
our lads, as Harold wWard and Albert JWatson are joining up
tomorrow (Thursday).

After not knowing his vwhereabouts for some time a
long news letter has been received from Raymond Lovell,
in which he sztates that he is in a land of sunshine ({South
Africa) and having the time of his life. After
travelling through the country for hundreds of miles he
is now living in a millionaire's homc with o car at his
disposal. Don't you other lads wish you were with him¢?

Two of our Bugbrooke lads have been doing well in
different spheres of 1life, and our congratulations go to
Jack Lovell on his winning the Regimental light-heavy
welght Boxing Championship and being presented with a
silver tankard by Lady Sybil Phipps for the good deed.
Many of his friends hope he will bring it home with him
on his next leave amd fulfil the 014 Tradition.

We also congratulate Derek Wooding who, ad the
Christmas Concert held at the Northampton School of Music
succeeded in carrying off the highest award - the '"Fanny
Davis Memorial pPrize", though competing against more
experienced competitors, including a Leonard Borwick
Scholar, As he has been only two years a pupil of the
School we think this 1is a great achievement, «nd we feel
sure you will Jjoin us in wishing him every success in the
New Year when he will sit for his Scholarship of Music.

Two very successful dances have been held recently in
the Village Hall. The first was in aid of our Comforts
Fund and together with three competitions, one for 5 cwt.
of coal given by Mrs., J. Botterill, one for 4+ 1lb. tea
given by Mrs. F. Billingham (Unless this 2 1b. tea is
claimed within a fortnight from the donor we shall keep
it and use it again in the next effort - ticket green No.
27 being the lucky number) and one for a box of cigarcttes
given by Mrs. H. Lovell, realised the grand sum of
£13+ 3¢ L. The other was arranged by the troops from
Corn Hill, and was a very enjoyable affair.

"It's an i1l wind that blows nobody uood" is an old
saying, and one of our Home Guard seized the opportunity
of a very foggy night and no 'buses running to improve
his treining by a seven mile route march home, Next time
Tthough we advise him to wear boots, for as his weight
proved too great a strain on his ankles through wearing
shoes the result was several days sick leave.



