BUGBROOKE.
4th., January, 1940,

In spite of everything we wish everyone a happy New Year, a
year that we hope and pray will see before it ends all youn lads who
are away, among us for good, once more. If our celebrations were
quieter than usual at Christmas, it was very good to have a number of
the "Services” with us, and those whom the call of duty kept away were
certainly not forgotten. One satisfactory feature of this war as
compared to the last one is that our Church bells do not have to be
silenced during hours of darkness. Thus once again at midnight on
Christmas Eve and New Year's Eve they sent out greetings to all who
could hear them, and also as we have now learnt from the Radio, were
greeting old friends in all parts of the world, It only needed
appreciation of our Bells by the  B.B.C. to make this link actual and
complete,

The Editor was very glad to receive a letter from Ronald
Nightingale and hopes this example will be followed by others. Ronald
writes: "I have just received a copy of the December Letter and in
reading 1ts interesting contents decided to write. As you know, there
ig very little news I can give you of my whereabouts, etc. All I can
say is that I have been out in France for a number of weeks,. The rain
and mud has now given way to a severe frost, and all of us here heartily
wish Hitler everything that is uncomfortable. Needless to say, I am
loocking forward for a 1little leave. I will take this opportunity to
wish all my friends of Bugbrooke a Happy New Year." Vie certainly shall
be glad to see you, Ronald, and hope that our own weather will be less
like France by then. William Buswell was home for Christmas; he spends
much of his spare time running Scouts for the sons of the men at his
station. Harry Gilkes, while home on leave, kept his hand in on the
Farm, and also helped with the Evacuees' tea, He seems to find nothing
to complain about in his present billets, the college of a famous

University. From appearances Army life is not reducing Frank Curtis
quite to & shadow. Fred Chapman went back from his seven days, almost
to return at once for four days Christmas leave. He nmust have & way
with him, we feel. Harwood Harrison was here for the Christmas weekend,
hig Company seem to have taken complete possession of a village rather
like Bugbrooke, Ernest Harrison is at home for his seven days, his

Job recently seems to have been organizing Christmas parties for everyone
remotely connected with his Company, and he says there is no doubt of
their ability to make the best of a bad job in the North. We were very
glad to see Donald Lovell and his wife here for Christmas after a brief
honeymoon in London. Full knee-deep lies the Winter snow where Albert
Hewitt is billeted in a hut more bare than that of the poor man in Good
King Wenceslas, James Cunningham is home on leave and Chris Pell is
expected shortly. We are glad to say that Joe Abel is well on the way
to recovery.

Now for some news of ourselves from the home front. The canal
which seems to be excelling itself this year is so frozen over that it
can be walked on in places quite safely. A minor flood was caused at
the Rectory by the freezing up of a cistern, the Rector again extends his
sympathy for those who were flooded out in October, only with more
knowledgeable concern, As is right and proper, the children all seem to
have had a good time at Christmas. The Evacuees' Party was thoroughly
enjoyed, and thanks must be given to all those who worked so hard.

After tea and crackers an excellent entertainment was given by our own
scholars; we hope to see this repeated. Finally, every child left with
a present, provided by the Church Christmas tree, Carol Singers and
individual gifts, We hope that the one for our own children on the 12th.
will be just as much fun, The Sunday School parties also went off well,
and we hope others being arranged by different organisations will

provide friendship and fun. Both the Church and the Baptist Chapel
report good congregations on Christmas Day.

e zvolocise Tfor omittine the following weddinoca Trom the lasgt



BUGBROCKE .
18th. January 1940.

Bugbrooke calling!! once again through the medium of this letter. It is, however,
lucky on this occasion that it is the printed and not spoken word, for few Bugbrooke

folk at the moment could make themselves understood. In other words thes 'flu dbug, heavy
colds,bronchitis and worse diseases are having their fling. The familiar greeting of
"what's yours?" has been changed to "how's yours?" All the same, do not gst the
impression of the village as a collection of pale ghostlike figures, snsezing and
coughing our ways to the churchyard. We ars bearing up, carrying on with our job whers
possible and keeping cheerful. After all, we might bde in Finland, and if Winter comes
then Spring's not far behind. The Editor again appeals for news; mnothing can be better
than lstters themselves from people away which can be quoted. Now that leave is more
difficult, we shall need them badly.

Chris Pell is back on leave from France. He ssems to have also had his
fair share of "digging® for Victory across the water. Tom Jeffs looked very fit on his
wsec's leave. He accompanisd Ermest Harriso. to the Nor'h, in a £5 car through thick
fog on ice-bound roads. There was great relief when we heard that they had arrived
safely. If they can survive that they should survive anyihing. Jog Abel is home at
last; we hope that Bugbrooks air will soon put him right. Regzie Boswell unfortunately
became a partner .of his in Hogpital. Jack Lovell has been home on leave. He appears as
proud as a cat with one kitten over his lorry; we hope that it will always go where he
wants it to. Albert Hewitt and Horace Higginbottom have been homs for weekend leave.
Harry Gilkes unfortunately has been drafted much further away from home; Jerrie lazell
and Clifford Surridge, two Home boys who used to live with Mrs. Clark, are both doing
their bit. This list is not nearly long enough, so let us have more for next tims. All
news that is not bad news is goed news and a joy to publish. It may be of interest to
our men to know that they are remembered by name every Sunday in Church, and also at the
weekly united intercession service.

Many people wonder if the frequent Railway accidents in Germany are due to
sabotags, but nature tried one of these tricks last Sunday on the main line. About mid-
day a considerable landslip was noticed on the bvank in Town Meadow. A repairing gang
worked like slaves, but it was not until 2 p.m. Monday that the first Express could go
through. Mr. Chris King was working without a break for 25 hours. Bugbrooke's bid for
publicity at times takees queer forms. The severe weather has also defsatsd the iceboat
on the canal, and our young adventursers have been bicycling etc. on it. If any well
disposed farmer will give us an ox,we will try roasting it on the ice; this was once don
on the Thames so history tells us.

An old, but recently rather decrepit building in the village is now in the
hands of the demolishers. The passing of an old friend like the Wagon and Horses is sad
but we hope for something tasteful and dignified now in the triangle. The Bugbrooke
children seemed to enjoy their tea and entertainment. We thank the London teachers and
children for the trouble they took to producs the cketches and plays. It was rotten bad
luck for the children who could not gzo owing to illness.

A moonlizht Whist Drive will be held on Thursday, January 25th. in the Sund
School at 7.30 p.m. There will be no interval. Good prizes; it is in aid of the
Sunday School Funds. Bugbrooke had its first glimpse of the Auxiliary Fire Service the
other Friday night. The Hall was discovered to bes on fire about 11.30 p.m., just in tin
to prevent a really big blaze. As it was, Mr. Henry Harrison and Mr. Bill Gordon had %o
repeatedly penetrate a heavy smoke barrage on their stomachs to put it out. Cwing to th
fog the Fire Service took 1% hours to arrive, so everything considered it might have been
a great deal worse. Cne room is badly damaged, and the smoke did its share in other
parts of the house.

Next Monday there will be three performances of a film by Cadbury's Chocola
in the Sunday School. I+ is also rumoured that a touring Concert Party are taking the
Village Hall for a fortnicht. Is Bugbrooke becoming another Blackpool? Cn Friday,
January 19th. there is a meeting of the Hosrital Special Appeal Committee to discuss
future action, and also a Social in the Sunday School at % p.m. organised by the Women's
Institute.
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Bugbrooke ReCTOI'Y,
NORTHAMPTON.
Dear Bugbrooke Pecple,

As you know; on the 21st of this month I become your new
Rector. One of the greatest joys of a parson's job is that it
brings him in touch, not just with a little circle of people, but
with a great number in many different ways. It is, therefore,
important that we. should get to know and understand each other as
soon as possible, and this I hope to do before too long by visiting
you in your homes. It will, however, be a month or two before I
can get round the whole village, and so I am using this method of
introducing myself to you, and conveying my best wishes.

A great part of my time and energy will naturally be taken up
in trying to meke the Ghurch of which I have the privilege of being
leader a '‘power house" where men and women, young people and
children may find continual strength and refreshment for their
spirits. There are, howsver, many ways in which I hope to be able
to cooperate with those who worship elsewhere, and those wio are
engaged in the many activities of village life for: the health and
social benefit of the people. I believe that working for the
happiness and wellbeing of the community in everyday life is one of
the great tasks to which God calls us, and I will try to do gll L
can to help forward anything aiming at that end.

Will you, therefore, think of me and pray for me at this time,
that our relationship may be very happy together, and that
together we may work for the betterment of our village and the
glory of the Kingdom of God. I would also value your support as
far as possible at the Institution Service at 3.0 p.m. on Septenber
21st, and &1 the social gathering in the Sunday Schools on the same
night, where I hope to meet a grcat nunmber of you personslly. In
so far as it does not interfere too severely with your usual
habits, I hope to see you at the Services on my first Sunday, that
we may ask God's blessing on our future work together. But above
all I hope when I call at your house (and I will try and choose a
time when father has not just gone to post a letter and the baby is
not being bathed) that you will give me a welcome and we can talk
as those who want to be friends.

Those of you who have been connected with the Navy may
remember that the definition of the Chaplain's work is "to be the
friend and adviser of all on bcard.! This I will try and maske my
job in Bugbrooke.

Yours very sincerely,

CHARLES L, HARRISON,



Bugbrooke,
18t February, 1940.

A8 the Press and B.B.C. have been allowed to comment on
the heat wave that has recently spread over England, we feel
that we are giving nothing away to Hitler when we assure our
friends away that Bugbrooke has rctained its lines of
communication with the cutside world. It has not exactly
been fun, but sugbrocks p +2 know how to .ake the best of
a bad job, and the usua 15 has been either: "It must be
worse in Finland" or ' Ll get through." However, our
sympathies go out to those who have missed last ‘buses, those
who have had to walk to work, and particularly those who have
had the care of livestock in the fields, and many others who
have been inconvenienced. Lbove all 1 think our thoughts
have been turned to those men known to us and unknown who are
gallantly enduring this kind of weather away from all the

comforts home can bring. We will not dwell on the
- peculiarities of this winter, for everywhere seems to have
broken long standing records. --8 We go to Press the general

sentiment is; "I wish we could get rid of this snow, but not
too quickly; we want no repetition of Cctober.®

The number of these letters wanted is gradually increasing,
but so far the demand has not done a great deal nore than
cover the cost of production; we, therefore, appeal for more
regular subscribers. This issue is being produced by good
friends in Northempton merely at the cost of the materials,
We are very grateful, and if this can become a regular habit
we shall have a larger balance to give away.

lirs. W. fJoward had a pleasant surpricc one day a week or
two- back. A meniber of the Canadian Lxpeditionary Force
knocked at the door, who turned out to be Herbert Taylor, whom
meny will remember as a boy here, vwhen she brought him up.
He went out to Cardla some years ago, so it was a very happy
reunion for old friends, as well as a complete surprise. We
hope to see him again in Bugbrooke. William Buswell was back
for a short weekend to undertake the duties of best man to a
friend in Northampton. Albert Hewitt has h.d a week's leave -
Bugbrooke weather was no shock to him.



James Cunningham is also houme. Donald lovell was here for
48 hours; nobody envies him his job et the moment, but
pn:rently they are keeping cheerful with an occasiomal "rum”

ration and by singing a song, words composed by him to the
tune .of "South of the border.” Wwe regret that space
prevents us publishing it. Welter Pearson in & letter says:

"T have passed all my exams as far as wotor Transport is
concerned, and have started to study to pass out on a
Carrier." secrecy prevents him saying more gbout that, but
it is good to know that he hopes to be on leave in gbout &
fortnight's time. Joe .bel and Reggie Boswell are both at
home, making good progress, and we hope soon will be yuite
fit. srnie Jeffs seems to be showing his authorities what
good stuff there is in a Bugbrooke lad, and they have
recognised it. Fred Chapman writes often, but without much
news of himself. Frank Curtis has written from “somcwhere
in France'; we wish him &1l the best, as also Jack Haynes.
Harry Gilkes we are sorry to hear is on the sick list. Leslie
Yorke has joined the Royal Lrmy liedical Corps. Ve
congratulate ijorsce larshall on having passed & highly
competltlve exam. as a Writer in the Ilavye.

It is nice to hear appreciation of this letter from those
away .« It will increase in interest as we sare sent more news;
this need not be confined to those serving in the I'orces.

Bugbrooke's future Derby winning jockey, Bill Cembray, has
been showing his mettle with the boxing gloves. He won his
fight at L4 stone 7 lbs. recently in & London competition held
for stable lads in aid of St. Dunstans. Under half of the
total number of children on the books have been ettending school
this week, but there are signs that we are getting over the
worst of the '"bug."

The entertainment in the Village Hall by the Countiy
Players has been fairly well supported. They have been
continuing for another week. Mrs George Turland has returned
home from hospital. Lr. Campion has dlfbddy ot several
lambs. The birds have been finding enforced rationing very
difficult. lr. Jack Heygate found over 50 crows in his hen
run. The school children, both boys and girls, are busy
knitting for the troops.

We regret to record the death of Zrnest Robins, after a
long and trying illness, end sympathise with lir. & Mrs. Jack
Dunkley on the loss of their three weeks old boy.



Bugbrooke,
,8th February, 1940.

There is plenty of news this week, but it all seems On
the same themne. {Wherever one goes ONe hears of new cases
of people suffering from Hitler's measles, as it is called.
The school children naturally are delizhted when they get it;
it is a good way of having an unexpected hollidaye. We are glad
it is only & slight complaint, in fact we wish everything
German was just as harmless, but all the same it ig a nuisance.
Cone are our past complaints of impassable roads, etc., as one
older member oOf RBugbrooke put it: iyt is good to be walking on
old Zngland againe” The issue of this letter is slowly
increasing as more people get to ¥xnow about it; will you do
your best to make 1t knowns

We have beecn glad to see several of our iads home on leavee
Harry Gilkes came for a weekend. He chose 0one to0 early or
he would have had to remain here whilst his brother recovered
from the aforementioned complaint. jil1liam Buswell 18 here
for seven days. The Ailr Force se&l to do well for themselves
in that respect. He looks well and flourishings fom Jeffs
also has been here fop seven days; he 1ooks the picture of
health, which perhaps is explained by hisjob in the cookhouse
which enables him to look after the inn er man. Walter Pearson
has also been at home. He appears fit sfter his bout of the
usual. wpank Curtis writes cheerfully froi igomewhere in
France,' and Chris pPell according 1O the newspaper has been on
Patrol Dutys He also saw one of the recent inter-army
Football katches. Joe Abel has now returned to full training,
so we hope he will keep quite fit. e are sorry to hear that
Reggie Buswell h&s again had to g0 into Hospitals We wish
him a complete and rapid recovery. Harwood Harrison has had
an attack of German measles but is now it again.

George Collins has again taken up the Commission he held
in the last war. Norman Bottoms, another old campaigner, has
rejoined the ..rmy. prnie Jeffs 1s expected home shortly for
his cousin's wedding. Srnest Harrison has been jmitating the
Pinnish patrols by ski-ing whenever he had a spare moment.

The Day School children have sent every Bugbrooke man in
the Forces a pair of mittens knitted by their own hands.



They have Pt061v >d many grateful letters in reply. We will
quote from Fred Chapman's which cexpresses clcarly the general
sentiment: "YIt is very nice to think that someonc thinks
of you when you are away: more so at times like these. It
cheers the soul to look back at the time when we were all at
school. I wish I was still there now anyway, although I

used to say: "I shall bec glad to leave school."  But we
mustn't grumble as I suppose we gre doing right by doing
our bit." Yes, Fred, and all the others, you are thought

about a great deal, back in Bugbrooke. 1t does not seem
the same place without you. Maurice Colley has been here
for a few days; he is stationed on a well known Racecourse.

The Girl Guides have undertaken the useful task of
collecting "waste paper.” This includes newspapers (other
than that which has wrapped up fish and chips) envelopes,
silver paper, ctc. They will call on Thursdays for this
paper which forms an importent part of our war effort.

Gasmasks for babies and young children have been distributed

in the villages. We hope and pray that this will merely be

an insurance sgainst storms, like carrying a coat on a summer's
day .« A Whist Drive was held on Tuesdsy in the Sunday Schools,
organised by lirs. White, in aid of buying more wool for our
busy knitters. 1t was fairly well supportecd. A cribbage
match between the Five Bells and the 20th Century Club from
Northampton resultecd in a good victory for the former.

Mr. & Mrs. Oliver and family have left Butts Hill for
Northampton, and lirs. Perkins has left the West End to join
her husband in the North. Mothering Sunday on March 3rd
will be obmewed at the Church. Parents are invited to the
service at BEvensong at 6.0p.m. when the preacher will be the
Reve C. H. B. Southern, Rector of Flore, and also to the
Children's Service at 2.0 p.m. There will, however, be an
absence of violets this year, which it was customary for
ch%%dren away from home to pick on their way back to see
mother,

Great Sympathy is felt for Mr. & Mrs. Jack Heygate on
the loss of their baby son.



BUG3ROOKE,
1lth. February 194

I had always imagined that an Editor's lot was a partisularly happy one.

“.+ I had a vision of him sitting comfortably in his offics, while reperiers rushed in with
any amount of news, only to be told that better and more exciting nuws must be found,
and the Hitl:r in charge finally picking out a little here and ihers, which appeals to
his fancy, completss his paper. Mine in practics is the revsrse, with 4o horzxid
thought tha’ something must be written, I put my nose to the ground, nopirg that I may
get on the scent of some news. Vainly I wander to ths Post Office, from there to the
Five Bslls, 1p "little lans" to Robby's, and despairing, stagger into, nct out of, the
Baker's Arms. Getting news is harder than borrowing a £5 mote, bui something must be
written, so with l:ss jaunty steps and a dafeated lock in my eys, I try Harold Tard's,
Mrs. Hazel's and Butte Hill., Occasionally some helpful soul tells me that so and so
has had a lstter, tut on investigation I find that our young hsro with irnate modssty
has s~id notring avtout himsslf. I have spoken!! If you want to stop ths Editor
grousing lik: a --- (fill in what ssems applicable - no prize offared for a correct
solution) scutter his weary and barren way with news, news, and morv Daws.

An extract from this lstter dated September 11th. 1914 may bs of intsrest:

#The Governzent Telsgraph officials made a further 'reid' en our wirslese yesterday,
taking condensers, receivers, etc."™ This was done to prevent wrong usags by spies.
Many will remember those wonderful efforts of the 01d Schoolmaster, Mr. Wright, when

Padio was indssd in its infancy, which gained publicity in the "Daily Mail".  Can we
imagins oursclves without our "News Bulletin" to-day, in this War that seocms so largsly
a battle of words, in all languages under ths sun. What would we do in the long "black
out" sveninzs without Lord Haw-Haw to entertain us?

Anothsr letter has been received from Clifford Gilkes,; this only took
seven days to coms by Air Mail, He reports well and fit, and also Henry Dundas is stil
with him and is ths sare. Fred Chapman has besn homs for five days’ sick leave, 'flu
and & strained side. One of our lads has been prevented from showing himeslf off to th
eivilian population for 7 days, arising out of an-Arxy lorry that dofied-the spsed limit
We will not give his name away, but we did warn him a few weeks ago Jog Abel has
returned to his regiment. Horace Marshall was hsre for a very short weskend; he
appears to find little wrong with the Navy, and has already found an organ to play om.
Ernie Jaffs is flourishing, and may soon be home on leave again. Ronald ¥ightingale ha
been home on leave from France, and was in Bugbrooke the other day. We apologise for
a migsprint in the iast issue; 1t should of course have read Percy York, not Leslise.
Geoffrey Pakes, who many will remember in Bugbrooks, has bheen home for ssven days' leave

Durinz the snowy weather wany wild birds which usually give huzan habitatic
a wide berth, were observed trying their luck at our doors. The Tay School had two
visitors in the shape of a hedgehog and a barn owl; these proved of grsat interest to
the London children. We symrathise with the nuubsr of Boatpeople who have had recently
to undergo enforced citizenship of Bugbrooks. We appreciats the neroic efforts of our
Doctor and District Nurse, in the recent wave of illness and the difficulty of getting
about, to cope with all our needs, the Nurse in the worst weather often having to walk
long distances to cover her district. The County players apparently sesm to like us,
and have again beon giving regular psriormances this week.

The Church clock caused & certain amount of inconvenicnce by deciding to
"go sick" in sympathy, but now we are glad to say it is "off the Clud" and performing it
unceasing task again. On the 25th, February FPsummer time" begins; there is nothing
like having everything in its dus season. Evening Church will start again then at 2
quartsr to six, and afterwards at 6.0 p.m. The Mothers! Union have again despatched a
parcel of knitted goods for the Forces. Our First Aid ladies are still longing to iry
their skill; Mr. W. Gordon and Mr. G.Watkin both tried their best to give them a job,
the former leaving his motor-bike for the ditch, and the latter coming tc grief om his
bicycle, but fortunately neither were casualties.

We rezret to record the death of Mrs. Eva Garrett at the age of 32. Much
gympathy gocs out to her relatives, and particularly to hsr two liftle girls.



Pugbrooke,
liaren 1lsthe 1940,

This letter brings with it the Dbest wishes for
Easger tO all at home and away. t/e hope that some
at least of those away will be with us for a feyw AaySs

This ‘fortnight has seen @ welcome sbatement of the
measles, and the beginning of & great deal of "Digging
ror Vietory's Snowdropss aconites, crocus and & few
~ primroses nere and there have given their promise of
the summer glories to comeSs There may be several items
of interest not included ip this edition, put they have
not been hended in, and the z24itor apologises ;if his search
fopr news hase not been S0 thorough 4B usual, owing to his
peing rather otherwise engageds :
Frank Curtis writes from France that all is well
with him. Jack Hayncs has poen howme on leave also from
the other ®ide; ne scems to think that we in Bugbrooke
wxnow not i abowt roo 1Y cold weather this wintel.
Harry Gilkes nae moved his pillets ten miles nearer home,
but that is not quite near enough to suit hime It is
interesting to hear that one of his officsrs is an o0ld
saints Footballer. Albert Hewitt hae becn rathel
seriousiy ill, and Lirs. Hewitt was sent for to 100k after
him, but we are glad to say thet he is now much bettel.
Joe Abel hes distinguished himself at shooting, and has
won a Prizeés This has apparently caused no surprise to
nis friends at Bugbrooke, Who remewber 1S anePring eim
with a catapult at an early age. Tred Chaptién has had
measles, bu t hopes as a result to get a few days' sick
leaves

Reggie Boswell 1S s%ill in Hospital, snd it is
difficult to discover exactly vhat is wrong with hile

He writes cheerfully, bub it is feared that he may have

to undergo &an operation. It is hoped that Horace Marshall
and Horacc fHigginbottom will both be héme for Lastels
Donald Lovell has paid us epnother fletting vigit; the
Army authorities scem to be rcalising nis wWorTh. srnie
Jeffs was here for 2 short visit and Tom Jeffs hobes to



got o We.£0 1l sEke.] BODIY (up list hes been increased
this week: Perumid Bottérill left on viednesday at very
short n- Sice,and George Warwick and Chris King went off
together on Friday. We wish them the best of everything.
Ernest Harrison has moved his billets to a large town, and
feels much less isolateds

“a

The Editor is allowing ue ghace in this much appreciated
news letter to record the news of his engagement to Miss
Vyvyan (Brawble) Thorne Ricketts, and I am sure all you
Bugbrooke lads serving in the Forces will join with the
whole village in offering your congratulations %o the
Rector on this ausplcious pccasion. ilise Ricketts is the
daughter of Capt. The Rev. and Mrs, Seymour Thorne Ricketts
of Sandown, Isle of Wight, and is keenly interested 1In
G rl Guides and many kinds of sports Opportunity was
g.ven to meny of us at the Hall on Monday evening to drink
tiie health of the Rector and his bride-to-be, and here I
‘must stop or the Rditor will use his blue pencil.

: : nuted by hire Philip Campion.)

(Cuntiedr

If you would permit it the =ditor here would like to
strike a personal notes I gather that 1 have been
responsible for many cases of severe shoci, and also for
upsetting the weather, for each of which I £00Llorisee 1
would like to thank all of you who h&ve given hifs Ricketts
and myself your kindly good wishes. liy only copret is
that one day did not give me sufficient time to introduce
‘her to everybody in Bugbrooke, and that Mrs. derrison's
open invitation could not get round quickly enough %o
rcach everybodys. However, liiss Ricketts will be here
again in a few weeks' time, when I hope to e able toO
introduce her to everybody. She wishes me to sayy and
this both for herself and myself, how much she appreciates
the kind and friendly welcome everyoneé has given her whom
she has met, and how much she 1S looking forward 1O knowing,




everybody better. To put Bililgs Ril & oo ove wmmid
she fell in love with Bugbrooke first of all, an? then
thought whether she could put up with me. . Thank yous
Bugbrookes

We sympathise with Messrs. Chapmen on the fire which
destroyed a rick at Nortén's Barn. Luckily the wind was
in the right direction to prevent further damage. Mr. -
Billie Gordon was again first on the spot to continue his
acts of daring. Those contemplating fires please note
that he has boen elected an hon. member of the Fire Brigade.

I have beecn handed a copy of the letter produced by the
Atito-Trucks Works at Gloucester. That was their fourth
edition, so obviously the lead set by Bugbrooke is belng
copied in other parts of the country. What Bugbrooke
thinks and does today, the rest of the World will think
and do tomorrow. This is our eighth number, and we are
very grateful to Mrs. J. Holt for all the trouble she
takes with the distribution. Next time we will publish
our balance sheet.

We very much regrefthet owing to his illness Mr.
Arthur White resigned his work for the Churchyarde. No
words can describe the value of his work; the proof of it
is the appearance of our Sacred Acre. We sympathise
v'5n him in his trying illness and thenk him for all he
has cdone Tor us.

May Good Friday and Zaster this ycar bring us all
new courage, hope and joy in these difficult times.



Bugbrbéke,"

© p7th March, 1940-

This letter 1is beginning“$o cause strife in family
dovecotes. Now do not mistake us; 3% is not because it
throws public 1ight on that age:0ld question: uWhere were
you last night?'", nor yet pecause it causes arguments 88
+o whose turn it is to pay for it, No; the reason is
more involved. 014 Bugbrooke people ara writing to their
relatives, still 4n the villags, and caying: “1 saw jin the
Weekly Letter, gsent to be My such and such & person, such
and such & piece of interesting news. vou never told me
that when you wpotee¥ Without W$phing to blow our own
trumpet, or ghould we now B&y YALr Ral Wapden's whistle,"
this is most encouraging. Readers, restore the good
opinion of your polatives and keep them quiet by ordering
ay, extra copy eadch fortnight, and save yourself writinge

One of the very good things about Easter was the number
of our lads in the Forces who were with ug€. Horace
Marshall was here for seven dayf. He is leading all his
contemporaries &8 far B8 exams g0, and seems gettling down
very happilys It was good to have him at the church organ
agein on Enster Day. Tom Jeffe 18 looking the picture of
health. This may be due to a combination of plenty of
football and & job in the Sergeant's less. Fred Chapmen
nad a combination of sick and ordinary leave; measlesS daid
not look to have done him any harm. Walter Pearson was
home for the family wedding, and others 1o smile upon us
ware Horace Higginbotham, Percy York, williem Buswell and
Harry Gilkes.

Donald Lovell was here on & short leave just before
Easters We are glad to s&y that Reggie Buswell is well
enough to be at home again. Bernard Botterill was allowed
home for a day Orf two; he seems to be settling down to

the new lifes Another letter from Ronald Nightingale
fpom somewhere in France = he writes: "I have not had the
Juck to see any of the Bugbrooke BoyS yet, but after all
this isn't like the old villege, where one meets every

aays 1 hope you will remember me to all, and I wish them
a1l the best, end Hitler all that isn't good for him."



Then referring to the recent Air Raid he says: “It's a pity
the Bugbrooke Gang couldn't go over; I guess they could do
him a little which isn't good for him.”  Ernest Harrison is
expecting leave next week; his future plans seem changed
every day, and sometimes twice a day. Jack Lovell gets
over most weekends, but not on his trusty or untrusty steed.
We were also glad to see Albert Hewitt, Joe Abel and Jeffery
Pakes, though the latter owed his leave also to the measles.

The Easter holiday did everyone good, as a break after
the long winter. If digging was the only way to Victory,
then Bugbrooke has won the war, I do not think we are

~way vital information when we say '“March all sorts"
‘%“ giver us every conceivable kind of weather this year.
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At a performance given in the Village Hall by the
County ~layers money was raised which enabled seven Bugbrooke
men serving with the Forces, whose names were drawn out of a
hat, to be sent 6/6d. each. At the Annual Parish Meeting
held on March z8th, Charity Meadow was again let to lhr. Belgrrv
after bidding. A letter was also read from the Committen
the Village Hall, which was supported by the British Legion,
the Rector and others present, asking the Parish Couricil to
initiate some scheme to provide comforts for men serving in
the Forces from the village. This they hope to do in the
near future. On Saturday, March 30th, two Bugbrooke people
will have completed a notable performance, when lLir. and Mrs.
Fred Goode celebrate the 60th anniversary of their wedding.
We offer them our heartiest congratulations.

There is good news for parents, if not for the children.
When school reassemables there will again be an all day shifdt.
The Kilburn school is combining with our own, while
arrangements are being made to use the Sunday School for the
Roman Catholics.

We offer best wishes to:
Frederick and Francis Pearson (née Balderson)
on their marriage, and condole with them that their first
visitor in their new home was Hitler's emissary - Mr. Measles:



